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WILLI  AM  BLIZARD,  Esqjjire, 

f.  R.  s.  and  f.  a.  s. 

SURGEON  TO  THE  LONDON  HOSPITAL,  &c. 

S I R, 

I*  AM  induced  to  prefent  the  following 
A pages  to  your  notice,  as,  by  this  means, 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  me  of  publicly  ex- 
preffing  my  grateful  fenfe  of  your  friendly 
attentions  to  me,  at  an  early  period  of  my  life; 
and  alfo  of  declaring  my  refpeft  for  your 
profeffional  charatder,  in  which,  a zeal  for  the 
promotion  of  medical  fcience  is  united  to  a 
benevolent  earnednefs  in  adminidering  its 
aid  to  the  afHidted.  Such  a character  mud 
naturally  obtain  that  tribute  of  refped  from 

all,  which  I individually  have  great  gratidca- 
tion  in  odering. 

I am,  Sir, 

^ oui  fincere  friend  and  fervant, 

. JOHN  ABERNETHY. 
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INJURIES  of  the  HEAD, 


SECTION  L 

\I7HEN  the  Members  of  the  Academy 
▼ V of  Surgery  in  France,  and  when  Mr. 
Pott  in  England,  feverally  inculcated  to  the 
turgeons  of  their  refpeftive  countries,  the  pro- 
priety and  necefhty  of  trephining  the  cranium 
under  various  circumftances  confequent  to 
injuries  of  the  head,  they  probably  recom- 
mended a too  free  and  frequent  performance 
of  that  operation.  Such  appears  to  be  the 
opinion  of  many  refpedtable  writers  who' 
have  publifhed  fince  their  time ; particularly 
M.  Default  of  Paris,  Mr.  Deafe  of  Dublin, 
and  Mr.  John  Bell  of  Edinburgh.  But  al- 
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though  thefe  writers  unite  in  cenfuring  the 
frequency  of  the  pra&ice  above  mentioned, 
they  are  very  far  from  being  agreed  in  other 
refpedts ; and  many  material  points  feem  to 
me  to  require  ftill  further  explanation. 

Believing  that  the  obfervations  which  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  at  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Holpital,  will  enable  me  to 
throw  fome  light  on  this  important  and  intri- 
cate fubjed,  I am  induced  to  fubmit  to  the 
public  a fhort  account  of  feveral  cafes  that 
occurred  there,  and  the  inferences  which  I 
drew  from  them. 

The  difficulties  connefted  with  this  part  of 
furgery  are  fufficiently  proved  by  this  circum- 
flance,  that,  notwithftanding  it  has  at  all  times 
excited  the  attention  of  furgeons  poife fling 
the  greateft  talents,  and  enjoying  the  moll 
extenfive  field  for  obfervation,  much  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  ftill  fubfifts,  and  the  prac- 
tice that  ought  to  be  followed  in  particular 
cafes,  yet  remains  a matter  of  diipute.  ft  is 
not,  indeed,  probable,  that  any  part  of  medft 
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cal  fcience  can  in  a fhort  time  receive  all  the 
improvement  of  which  it  is  capable ; for,  in 
proportion  as  we-  advance  in  knowledge,  we 
are  led  to  remark  many  circumftances  in  the 
progrefs  of  a diforder,  which  had  before  paffed 
without  notice,  but  which,  if  known  and 
duly  attended  to,  would  clearly  point  out  to 
us  the  nature  and  remedy  of  the  complaint. 
Hence,  the  records  of  former  cafes  are  of 
much  lets  value,  as  the  fymptoms  about  which 
we  are  now  anxious  to  inquire,  have  in  them 
been  entirely  overlooked. 

I 

I was  led  to  this  remark  by  reading  the 
Works  of  Hildanus,  Wepfer,  Du  Quefhay, 
and  others,  wherein  are  to  be  found  a num- 
ber of  interefting  cafes,  which  I have  been 
precluded  from  mentioning,  as  the  nature  of 
them  cannot  be  exactly  afcertained  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  deficiency. 

Although  I have  been  for  many  years  at- 
tentive to  the  treatment  of  perfons  who  had 
fuffeied  injuries  of  the  head,  and  alfo  to  the 
examination  of  the  parts  after  death,  where 
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the  cafe  has  terminated  fatally  ; I ftill  perceive 
fo  many  circumftances  which  require  invefti- 
gation,  that  I entertain  no  hope  of  ever  being 
able  to  obtain,  from  my  own  experience,  all 
the  information  the  fubjedt  is  capable  of  af- 
fording. I hope,  however*  that  the  hints 
offered  in  this  Effay  may  have  the  effedt  of 
inducing  furgeons  to  pay  a clofer  attention  to 
cafes  of  this  kind,  and  that  thus,  by  their 
united  obfervations,  the  public  may  at  length 
become  pofTeffed  of  that  knowledge,  which 
the  labours  of  an  individual  could  never 
fupply. 


In  the  accounts  which  we  have  of  the  for- 
mer practice  in  France,  it  is  related  that  fur- 
geons made  numerous  perforations  along  the 
whole  track  of  a fradture  of  the  cranium  ; 
and,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  without  any 
very  clear  defign.  Mr.  Pott  alfo  advifes  fuch 
an  operation,  with  a view  to  prevent  the  in- 
flammation and  fuppuration  of  the  dura  mater , 
which  he  fo  much  apprehended.  But  many 

cafes 
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cafes  have  occurred  of  late,  where,  even  in 
fractures  with  depreffion,  the  patients  have 
done  well  without  an  operation.  To  confirm 
the  accounts  that  have  been  given  of  fuch 
cafes,  and  by  this  means  to  counteract,  in 
fome  degree,  the  bias  which  long-accuftomed 
modes  of  thinking  and  aCting  are  apt  to  im- 
prefs  on  the  minds  of  practitioners,  I fhall  re- 
late the  hiftories  of  five  cafes,  that  occurred 
at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  in  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months  5 and  afterwards  offer  a few 
remarks  upon  the  fubj'eCt.  The  principal 
circumftances  only  of  each  cafe  are  related  ; 
for,  as  many  examples  of  the  fame  kind  are  to 
be  found  in  various  furgical  books,  a minute 
detail  of  particulars  feems  to  be  unneceifary. 


Cafes  cf  Fraclure  of  the  Cranium  with  De- 
prefion , which  terminated  favourably , al- ' 
though  no  Operation  was  performed. 

CASE  I. 

A woman,  about  forty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  the  hofpital  for  a wound  on  her 
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head.  About  a week  before  fhe  applied  for 
advice,  her  hufband  had  knocked  her  down 
with  a brafs  candleftick.  She  was  ftunned  by 
the  blow,  and  lay  for  fome  time  fenfelefs ; 
but,  on  recovering,  fhe  felt  no  other  inconve- 
nience than  the  forenefs  occafioned  by  the 
wounded  integuments.  She  had  fuffered  fome 
flight  indifpofition  fince  the  accident. 

On  examining  the  head,  the  right  parietal 
bone  was  found  denuded  about  two  inches 
in  extent ; a fradlure  of  the  fame  length  was 
alfo  to  be  felt ; and  the  bone  on  one  fide  of 
the  fradture  was  deprefled  about  the  eighth  of 
an  inch. — She  remained  in  the  hofpital  a fort- 
night, without  any  bad  fymptom  occurring, 
and  was  then,  at  her  own  defire,  difcharged, 
although  the  wound  was  not  perfectly  healed. 

CASE  II. 

A boy,  about  twelve  years  old,  received  a 
kick  from  a horfe  in  Smithfield,  which  ftun- 
ned  him  ; and  he  was  immediately  brought  to 
the  hofpital.  The  integuments  of  the  fore- 
head 
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head  were  divided  by  the  injury,  and  the  fu- 
perciliary  ridge  of  the  frontal  bone  depreffed 
at  lead:  a quarter  of  an  inch  below  its  original 
level ; the  depreifed  portion  meafuring  about 
an  inch  and  half  in  length. 

* 

It  is  obvious  that  the  bone  could  not  be 
thus  depreded,  without  a fracdure  of  fome 
part  of  the  bads  of  the  Ikull  occurring  at  the 
fame  time,  on  which  account  the  cafe  might 
be  conddered  as  more  dangerous. — In  lefs 
than  two  hours  he  had  recovered  from  the  im- 
mediate effedl  of  the  blow,  being  at  that  time 
perfectly  fenfible.  Fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  his  arm ; his  bowels  were 
emptied  by  a purge,  and  faline  medicines, 
with  antimonials,  were  directed  to  be  given. 
He  went  on  tolerably  well  for  two  days,  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  evident  fymptoms  of 
condderable  irritation  of  the  brain  took  place. 
He  now  complained  of  pain  in  his  head  ; dept 
little  ; and,  when  dozing,  often  darted,  or  was 
convulfed  in  a flight  degree.  To  remove 

thefe  fymptoms,  he  was  bled  twice,  took 
opening  medicines  occadonally,  was  kept 
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quiet,  and  without  light,  and  was  allowed 
only  a fpare  diet.  By  continuing  this  plan  for 
about  three  weeks,  he  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  III. 

A man,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  received  a blow  on  the  forehead  from  a 
brick  thrown  at  him,  by  which  the  frontal 
bone  was  fra&ured  about  half  an  inch  above 
the  orbit  : the  fradure  meafured  two  inches 
in  length,  and  the  upper  portion  of  the  bone 
was  depreffed  about  the  -eighth  of  an  inch. 
He  was  not  even  lbunned  by  the  blow,  and 
walked  to  the  holpital  without  abidance, 
complaining  only  of  lorenefs  in  the  wounded 
integuments.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
immediately  taken  from  his  arm ; he  was  con- 
fined (much  againd  his  inclination)  to  afcanty 
and  liquid  diet,  and  was  purged  every  fecond 
day. — This  patient  did  not  experience  any 
illnefs  5 and  the  wound  foon  healed. 

CASE  IV. 

i 

A boy,  about  thirteen  years  old,  had  a frac- 
ture, with  depredion,  of  part  of  the  tempo- 
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ral  and  parietal  hones.  By  fimilar  treatment, 
he  alfo  efcaped  without  any  material  ill  con- 
sequence ; but  in  this  cafe,  part  of  the  injured 
hone  exfoliated. 

CASE  V. 

A girl,  thirteen  years  old,  had  a coniider- 
able  fradure,  with  depreffion,  of  the  left  pa- 
rietal bone.  She  was  not  brought  to  the  hol- 
pital  until  ten  days  after  the  accident.  When 
admitted,  fine  was  feverifh,  had  pain  in  her 
head,  and  the  little  ileep  fhe  got,  was  very 
much  disturbed  : but,  by  the  ufe  of  bleeding, 
with  antiphlogihic  medicines  and  regimen, 
fhe  foon  got  perfectly  well. 

The  cafes  above  related  are  not  offered  to 
notice  on  account  of  any  finking  peculi- 
arity attending  them,  but  merely  to  fhew  that 
fitch  are  not  infrequent,  as  they  all  occurred 
within  the  courfe  of  a year.  From  amongft 
a great  number  of  fimilar  cafes,  I lhall  fie  led 
the  following  one,  as  the  fymptoms  attending 
u weie  more  violent  than  ordinary. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

A lad,  feventeen  years  of  age,  had  his  head 
prelied  between  a cart-wheel  and  a poA ; by 
which  accident  the  fcalp  on  both  tides  was 
turned  downwards,  fo  as  to  expofe  the  lower 
half  of  the  parietal  bones,  the  fquamous  part 
of  the  temporal,  and  alfo  part  of  the  frontal 
and  occipital  bones  ; about  a quarter  of  the 
cranium  being  thus  denuded  of  its  coverings. 
The  perioAeum  was  in  feveral  places  Aript  off 
from  the  fkull,  the  fcalp  much  bruifed,  and  the 
poAerior  and  inferior  angle  of  the  left  parietal 
bone  was  beaten  in.  The  deprefled  portion 
which  was  vifible,  was  an  inch  in  length,  and 
more  than  an  eighth  of  an  inch  below  the  le- 
vel of  the  cranium ; but  the  fradture  extended 
along  the  fquamous  part  of  the  temporal 
bone  towards  the  balls  of  the  fkull : it  could 
not,  however,  be  traced,  as  the  temporal 
mufcle  had  not  been  removed  from  that  part 
by  the  injury. — The  fcalp  being  cleanfed,  was 
replaced,  retained  in  its  fituation  by  flips  of 
flic  kin  g-plafter,  and  a flight  preflure  by  band- 
age was  applied.  The  boy  was  perfeddy  fen- 
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fible,  his  pulfe  regular,  and  not  quickened. 
He  had  bled  con  fider  ably  from  the  temporal 
artery,  which  had  been  divided  by  the  acci- 
dent : eight  ounces  of  blood  were,  however, 
taken  from  his  arm ; and  fome  purging  medi- 
cine was  adminiftered  next  morning,  which 
procured  three  or  four  ftools. — The  next  day 
f Friday J9  his  pulfe  beat  nearly  120  in  a mi- 
nute ; his  fkin  was  hot  and  dry ; and  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  his  forehead.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away,  and  four 
grains  of  pulvis  antimonialis  ordered  to  be 
given  three  times  a day.  On  Saturday , the  for- 
mer fymptoms  ftill  continued,  and  were  rather 
increafed.  The  antimonial  powder  made  him 
fick,  or  at  leaft  increafed  his  difpofition  to  be 
fo.  Fourteen  ounces  more  of  blood  were 
taken  from  him  ; the  vibratory  feel  of  his 
pulfe  not  being  altered  until  that  quantity  was 
taken  away : the  blood,  on  Handing,  appeared 
very  buffy.  His  fkin,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  ftill  remained  extremely  dry;  fome  anti- 
monial wine  was  given,  which  produced  vo- 
miting. On  Sunday , his  pulfe  was  evidently 
lowered  by  the  evacuations  he  had  undergone, 

but 
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but  it  was  llill  quick,  and  fufficiently  itrong. 
The  pain  of  his  head  remained  as  before. 
Having  a fufficient  number  of  ftools,  and  the 
ficknefs  ftill  continuing,  the  antimonial  pow- 
der  was  omitted.  He  was  bled,  however,  in 
the  vena  faphena,  and  his  feet  and  legs  after- 
wards immerled  in  warm  water ; during  which, 
he,  for  the  firft  time,  perfpirea  copioufly.  A 
blifter  was  alfo  applied  to  his  neck. — The 
icalp  united,  with  only  a trifling  fuppuration 

over  the  fradtured  part  of  the  bone ; and  to  this 

% 

ready  union,  the  lowering  plan,  by  preventing 
inflammation,  leems  very  materially  to  have 
contributed.  The  matter  collected  over  the 
fradture  was  difcharged  by  a puncture,  and 
the  boy  got  well. 


It  appears  very  clearly,  I think,  from  thefe 
cafes,  as  well  as  from  a great  number  of  others 
to  be  found  in  books,  that  a flight  degree  of 
prefllire  does  not  derange  the  functions  of  the 
brain,  for  a limited  time  after  its  application. 
That  it  does  not  do  fo  at  flrfl:,  is  very  obvious; 
as  pcrlons.  are  often  perfectly  fenfible,  and  free 

7 from 
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from  head-ach  and  giddinefs  immediately  af- 
ter the  injury.  Whether  it  may  not  produce 
iuch  an  effedt  at  fome  remote  period,  is  not  fo 
ealily  determined,  fince  this  cannot  be  afeer- 
tained  but  by  a continued  acquaintance  with 
the  perfons  who  had  received  the  injuries. 
All  thole,  however,  whom  I have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  for  any  length  of  time 
after  the  accident,  continued  as  well  as  if  no- 
thing of  the  kind  had  ever  happened  to  them. 
In  Mr.  Hill’s  Cafes  in  Surgery,  two  inhances 
of  this  fort  are  related ; and  Mr.  Hill  knew  both 
the  patients  for  many  years  afterwards,  yet  did 
not  perceive  any  inconvenience  to  arife.  It  de- 
ferves  to  be  mentioned  too,  that  one  of  the 
patients  was  a failor,  and  therefore,  probably, 
led  a life  of  irregularity  as  well  as  of  exertion. 
The  refult  of  cafes  of  this  kind,  which  I have 
met  with  in  authors,  does  not  lead  to  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  any  future  mifehief : nor  is  it 
eafy  to  conceive  that  the  prelTure,  which 
caufed  no  ill  effedls  at  a time  when  the  con- 
tents of  the  cranium  filled  its  cavitv  com- 
pletely,  fhould  afterwards  prove  injurious 
when  they  have  adapted  themfelves  to  its 

altered 
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altered  fize  and  fhape.  Severe  illnefs,  indeed, 
does  often  intervene  between  the  receipt  of 
the  injury  and  the  time  of  its  recovery ; 
and  many  furgeons  might  be  inclined  to  at- 
tribute this  to  preffure ; but  it  equally  occurs 
where  the  depreffed  portion  is  elevated  ; feve- 
ral  inftances  of  which  I ihall  have  occahon  to 
relate,  and  many  others  are  to  be  met  with  in 
authors.  This  is  a circumffance  which  no- 
thing but  very  extenfive  experience  can  fhew 
in  a true  light.  If,  for  inffance,  a lurgeon 
who  was  prepolfelfed  with  the  opinion  that 
elevation  of  the  bone  is  neceiTary  in  every  in- 
ftance  of  depreffed  cranium,  fhould  have  afted 
upon  this  opinion  in  the  firfl,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  cafes,  and  afterwards  have  employed 
proper  evacuations,  his  patients  would  pro- 
bably have  had  no  bad  fymptoms,  and  he 
would  naturally  have  attributed  their  well- 
doing to  the  mode  of  treatment  which  he  had 
purfaed : yet  thefe  cafes  did  equally  well 
without  an  operation.  If  the  fame  lurgeon 
had  been  witnefs  to  the  diflurbance  which 
arofe  in  the  fecond  and  fixth  cafes,  he  would, 
without  doubt,  have  attributed  them  to  the 
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continuance  of  preifure  made  by  the  bone  ; 
yet  thefe  cafes  alfo  did  well  by  medical  treat- 
ment only  : and  when  the  fymptoms  which 
come  on  thus,  are  of  the  inflammatory  kind, 
they  may  generally  be  removed  by  die  fame 
means.  Many  cafes  alfo  are  to  be  met  with  in 
books,  and  fome  are  related  in  the  fubfequent 
part  of  this  Eifay,  where  not  only  great  but 
even  fatal  mifchief  enfued,  notwithstanding 
the  brain  was  relieved  from  preifure  at  an 
early  period.  Another  furgeon,  prejudiced 
againff  the  ufe  of  the  trephine,  might,  with 
equal  injuilice,  conflder  the  mifchief  which 
enfues  in  certain  cafes,  as  entirely  owing  to 
the  operation. 

The  degree  of  preifure  which  the  brain  can 
fuifain  without  great  injury  to  the  fyffem, 
probably  may  vary  according  to  the  difpolition 
of  that  organ  to  be  affedted  by  it,  the  lud- 
dennefs  of  its  application,  and  the  direction  in 
which  it  is  made ; and  although  it  mull  be 
very  difficult  to  obtain  any  precife  knowledge 
on  this  iubjedt,  yet  there  is  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  brain  can  bear  more  preifure 

without 
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without  injury  to  it,  than  was  formerly  fop- 
pofed.  The  firfh  of  thefe  circumftances 
feems  evident ; for  in  fome  perfons  a flight 
preflure  produces  fevere  fymptoms ; whilft,  in 
others,  a much  greater  degree  is  borne  with- 
out inconvenience.  Where  a comprefling 
caufe  does  not,  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  occafion 
bad  effedts,  if  inflammation  of  the  brain  en- 
fues,  it  feems  then  to  aft  injurioufly ; which 
probably  ariles  from  the  increafed  fufceptibi- 
lity  of  the  brain.  We  can  rarely  judge  of  the 
effects  of  preflure  when  any  part  of  the  cra- 
nium is  beaten  in  by  a blow;  for  in  that  cafe 
the  fhock  generally  occaftons  ftupefadtion. 
Internal  haemorrhages,  perhaps,  afford  us  the 
beft  criterion  whereby  to  determine  the  effedts 
of  preflure  on  the  brain.  The  feventh  cafe 
will  ferve  as  an  illuftration  of  this  remark, 
where  it  appears  tliat  a conflderable  haemor- 
rhage muft  have  taken  place  before  it  deprived 
the  patient  of  his  faculties ; for  he  walked 
home,  undrefled  himfelf,  and  went  to  bed, 
after  the  trunk  of  the  middle  artery  of  the 
dura  mater  had  been  ruptured.  In  cafes  of 
apoplexy  alfo,  the  haemorrhage  is  generally 

very 
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Very  large  before  it  produces  thofe  confe- 
quences  which  deftroy  life. 

» The  authorities  quoted  by  Morgagni,  as  well 
as  his  own  obfervations,  fhew  that  people  may 
recover  from  apoplexy  even  after  a confiderable 
effufion  of  blood  has  taken  place.  But  as  fueh 
cafes  are  uncommon,  and  as  it  appears  to  me 
that  farther  confirmation  of  them  would  be 
highly  ufeful,  I have  obtained  permiffion  of 
Mr.  Wilfon,  to  mention  a remarkable  cafe  of 
this  kind,  which  occurred  to  his  notice. — 
A gentleman  fell  down  fuddenly,  and  re- 
mained for  fome  time  in  that  lethargic  fiiate 
which  is  ufual  in  apopledtic  cafes ; but  after- 
wards gradually  recovered  his  faculties  both 
of  mind  and  body,  and  continued  to  exercife 
them  very  perfedlly  for  two  years,  when  a fe- 
cond  attack  of  the  fame  kind  took  place,  and 
defiroyed  him.  Upon  opening  the  head,  the 
caufe  of  his  death  became  evident ; for  a large 
quantity  of  blood  was  found  in  the  ventricles, 
and  at  the  bafis  of  the  cranium.  But  what 
Teemed  particularly  worthy  of  attention,  was 
a cavity  in  the  right  hemifphere  of  the  brain, 

extend- 
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extending  from  the  front  to  the  hack  part  of 
the  cerebrum,  being  more  than  four  inches 
in  length,  and  more  than  an  inch  in  breadth. 
Within  this  cavity  were  contained  flakes  of 
coagulated  lymph,  and  a bloody- coloured 
fluid,  which  Mr.  Wilfon,  whofe  abilities  and 
accuracy  of  oblervation  entitle  his  opinion  to 
the  fulled  credit,  was  convinced  were  the  re- 
mains of  the  blood  extravafated  at  the  fird 
attack. 


Though  a flight  degree  of  preflure  does  not 
immediately  affedt  the  functions  of  the  brain, 
yet  it  may  adt  in  another  way, — it  may  excite 
inflammation  of  that  organ,  as  it  does  of  other 
parts  of  the  body.  Its  power  in  this  refpedt, 
however,  will  probably  leflen  by  the  part  be- 
coming accudomed  to  it ; and  the  cafes  on 
record,  where  fradtures  with  depreflion  have 
done  well,  as  well  as  thofe  of  recovery  from 
apoplexy,  are  proofs,  that  the  caufe  which  in 
the  fird  indance  was  injurious  by  its  preflure, 
may  continue  to  exid  without  inconvenience. 
Such  cafes  ought  furely  to  deter  furgeons  from 
elevating  the  bone  in  every  indance  of  flight 

depref- 
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depreflion,  fince  by  the  operation  they  muft 
infliCt  a further  injury  upon  their  patients,  the 
confequences  of  which  it  is  impoflible  to  efti- 
jmate. — From  all,  therefore,  that  I have  learned 
from  books,  as  well  as  from  the  obfervations  I 
have  made  in  practice,  and  from  rcafoning  upon 
the  fubjeCt,  I am  difpofed  to  join  in  opinion 
with  thofe  furgeons  who  are  againft  trephining 
in  flight  depreflions  of  the  fkull,  or  fmall  extra- 
vafations  on  the  dura  mater.  In  the  latter,  it 
is  probable  the  comprefling  caufe  will  foon  be 
removed  by  abforption ; and  in  the  former, 
according  to  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Hill  * 
and  Mr.  Latta  •f*,  the  bone  will  regain  its 
natural  level  if  the  fubjeCt  be  young.  In 
adults,  however,  and  efpecially  in  perfons  of 
advanced  life,  this  circumftance  cannot  be  ex- 
pected ; fo  that  in  them  the  accommodation 
of  the  parts  to  each  other,  neceflary  for  pre- 
venting future  mifchief,  muft  be  effected  by  a 
correfponding  diminution  of  the  brain. 

A circumftance,  however,  frequently  oc- 

* Cafes  in  Surgery,  p.  113. 
t Praft.  Syft.  of  Surgery,  Vol.II.  p.  172. 
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curs,  that  may  render  the  furgeon  doubtful  as 
to  what  courfe  he  ought  to  purfue  ; this  hap- 
pens  when,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Ikull  is 
llightly  depreffed,  the  patient  labours  under 
the  effects  of  concuffion.  The  circumftances 
which  generally  ferve  to  diftinguifh  thofe  two 
injuries,  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  At  pre- 
fent  it  is  only  neceffary  to  obferve,  that,  as  the 
effects  of  the  latter  gradually  abate,  a little 
delay  will  enable  the  furgeon  to  decide  upon 
the  nature  of  the  mifchief,  and  take  his  mea- 
fures  accordingly.  Where  the  patient  retains 
his  faculties,  nothing  farther  is  neceffary  than 
a continuance  of  the  antiphlogiftic  plan ; and 
fhould  any  difturbance  afterwards  take  place, 
the  fame  means,  employed  in  a degree  pro- 
portioned to  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms, 
will  in  mofl  inftances  be  fuccefsful  without 
elevating  the  bone.  This  happened  in  four 
of  the  fix  foregoing  cafes,  which  are  related 
without  any  view  to  this  particular  point. — 
But  if,  from  a peculiar  difpofition  of  the  brain 
to  be  affedted  by  preffure,  the  diforder  of  that 
organ  fhould  increafe ; or  if,  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain  having  taken  place,  the 
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preffure  fhould  then  appear  to  be  particularly 
injurious,  the  elevation  of  the  bone  ought  not, 
I think,  to  be  deferred.  And  from  fome  of  the 
cafes  related  by  Mr.  O’Halloran,  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  Royal  Irifh 
Academy,  it  appears  that  this  operation,  if 
not  too  long  delayed,  will  give  effectual  relief 
under  fuch  circumstances. 

I truft,  that  nothing  which  I have  faid  will 
be  conflrued  as  insinuating  that  every  depref- 
fion  of  the  ikull  may  be  left  unelevated. 
There  certainly  are  degrees  of  this  injury 
which  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  treat 
in  this  manner.  Whenever  the  patient  re- 
tains his  fenfes  perfectly,  I fhould  think  it 
improper  to  trephine  him,  unlefs  fymptoms 
arofe  that  indicated  the  neceffity  of  it.  The 
cafes  which  I have  related  will,  I believe, 
juStify  me  in  entertaining  this  opinion,  and  in 
thinking  that  the  contrary  practice  is  now 
carried,  by  fome  Surgeons,  to  a prejudicial 
extreme, 
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SECTION  II. 

Injuries  of  the  Head  attended  with  Extrava-> 

Jdtion  of  Blood  upon  the  Dura  Mater . 

In  the  three  following  cafes  the  fkull  was 
broken,  and  depreffed  at  the  part  which  cot 
vers  the  middle  artery  of  the  dura  mater,  by 
which  means  that  vedel  was  lacerated.  The 
attention  of  furgeons  has  not  been  fufficiently 
direbled  to  this  event,  although  it  is  of  the 
utmofl  importance  s for  the  life  of  the  patient 
might  often  be  faved,  if  the  nature  of  the  ac- 
cident were  known,  and  the  bone  fpeedily 
perforated.— -Thefe  cafes  likewife  difplay,  in 
a very  ftriking  manner,  fome  of  the  effedfc 
caufed  by  great  preffure  on  the  brain, 

CASE  VII. 

A man  was  knocked  down  by  the  iron 
hooks  of  a crane,  which  fell  upon  his  head 
from  a considerable  height.  He  was  ftunned 
at  firft,  but  loon  recovered  his  powers  of  mind 
and  body  fo  far  as  to  walk  home,  undrefs  him- 
felf,  and  go  to  bed.  A furgeon  was  fent  for, 

who. 
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who,  on  his  arrival,  found  the  man  fenfeleis, 
and  in  a deep  apoplectic  ftate.  The  patient 
was  immediately  brought  to  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  when  the  functions  of  life  feemed 
nearly  fufpended,  as  he  was  almoft  without 
fenfation,  his  breathing  being  flow,  irregular 
and  ftertorous,  with  an  unequal,  intermitting 
pulfe,  and  cold  extremities. — The  fcalp  co- 
vering the  right  parietal  bone  was  wounded  ; 
and  on  dividing  it  more  extenflvely,  a fraCture 
with  aeprefiion  was  difcovered,  running  ob- 
liquely acrofs  the  anterior  and  inferior  an^le 
of  the  parietal  bone,  over  the  temporal  bone, 
and  extending  to  the  balls  of  the  cranium, 
before  the  maftoid  procefs.  Several  perfo- 
rations with  the  trephine  were  made  along 
the  courfe  of  the  fraCture,  and  the  deprefled 
portion  taken  away.  A furpriijng  quantity  of 
congealed  blood  was  found  upon  the  dura 
mater ; the  coagulum  being  not  lefs  than  an 
inch  and  half  in  thicknefs,  and  fix  or  feven 
inches  in  circumference.  On  the  removal  of 
this  coagulum,  the  brain,  which  had  been  in- 
dented by  its  prelfure,  remained  in  the  fame 
flate  before,  nor  did  it  ever  regain  its  orf- 
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ginal  level  *,  fo  that  the  patient  experienced 
but  little  benefit  from  the  operation,  and  he 
died  about  twelve  hours  after  receiving  the 
blow. 

The  dura  mater,  in  this  cafe,  was  not  tom 

V ' 

through  in  any  part  j fo  that  the  blood  could 
not  have  come  from  any  vefiel  within  that 
membrane.  The  fource  of  fuch  a profufe 
haemorrhage,  however,  could  not  be  doubt- 
ful, when  it  was  known  that  the  fradture 
crofied,  and  had  probably  wounded,  the  prin- 
cipal artery  of  the  dura  mater  j yet  that  vefiel 
did  not  bleed  after  it  was  expofed. 

CASE  VIII. 

A boy,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  fell 
from  a fcaffold  near  two  fiories  high,  and 
pitched  on  his  head.  When  brought  from 
Illington  to  the  hofpital,  he  appeared  to  be 
almofi  in  a dying  if  ate.  The  anterior  inferior 

angle  of  the  parietal,  and  part  of  the  frontal 
bone,  were  found  depfefied.  A piece  of  the 
■ cranium  being  taken  out  with  the  trephine,  I 
difeovered  beneath  it  a large  quantity  of  co- 
agulated 
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agulated  blood  ; I therefore  made  the  next 
perforation  nearer  to  the  trunk  of  the  princi- 
pal artery  of  the  dura  mater,  from  which  I 
concluded  that  this  haemorrhage  had  taken 
place.  Having  gently  removed  fome  of  the 
coagulum,  and  introduced  my  finger  into  the 
aperture  which  had  been  made,  I palled  it  as 
far  as  the  fecond  joint,  before  I could  touch 
the  dura  mater.  Fluid  arterial  blood  now 
gufhed  out  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  keep  the 
bone  covered  on  which  I was  next  to  tre- 
phine. I ran  no  rifque,  however,  in  per- 
forming the  operation  ; for  the  dura  mater 
was  deprefied  fo  much  that  it  could  not  be 
injured.  But  to  guard  againft  even  the  pof- 
fibility  of  fuch  an  accident,  I introduced  my 
finger  between  the  dura  mater  and  fkull,  and 
then  perforated  the  bone  with  the  trephine. 
Having  thus  removed  a third  piece,  which 
wa$  diredtly  over  the  principal  artery,  I took 
out  about  four  ounces  of  coagulated  blood ; 
upon  which  the  dura  mater  quickly  rofe  to 
its  original  level,  and  the  haemorrhage  from 
the  wounded  artery  ceafed.  I now  entirely 
removed  the  deprefied  portion  of  bone,  and 

thus 
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thus  uncovered  ail  the  dura  mater  which  had 
been  detached ; i'o  that  I could  diftinCtly  feel 
its  connection  with  the  cranium  all  round. 
This  fitisfied  me  that  no  more  extravafated 
blood  was  left  behind. — The  lad,  who  at  the 
beginning  lay  quite  infenlible,  with  a feeble, 
intermitting  pulfe,  and  laborious  interrupted 
refpiration,  became  relllefs,  and  exprelfed  fen- 
lations  of  pain  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
operation.  Being  now  afked,  how  he  found 
himfelf  ? he  replied,  very  well ; Whether  his 
head  ached  ? he  anlwered,  no  ; If  he  was  fure 
that  he  felt  no  pain  ? he  faid  he  was  fure,  and 
wilhed  we  would  leave  him  alone. — I now 
took  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  his  arm, 
and  he  was  put  to  bed,  where  he  palled  the 
night  quietly.  The  next  morning  his  bowels 
were  completely  emptied  by  a purge;  andlT- 
line  medicines,  with  antimony,  were  given, 
fo  as  to  keep  the  fkin  in  a gentle  hate  of  per- 
lpiration.  During  the  day  he  was  lleepy,  and 
lay  quiet ; anlwered  queflions  very  rationally, 
and  complained  of  pain  and  giddinefs  in  his 
head. — The  third  day  he  was  difturbed,  and 
lefs  rational.  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were 

taken 
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•taken  from  him,  and  a blifter  was  applied  to 
his  neck.  Thefe  means  relieved  him  greatly* 
and  he  became  quite  tranquil  and  colle&ed. — 
On  the  fixth  day,  fymptoms  of  irritation  again 
took  place,  and  were  again  relieved  by  fimi- 
lar  treatment.  The  dura  mater  had  granu- 
lated, and  the  whole  wound  looked  healthy. 
Every  thing  went  on  remarkably  well  until 
the  fifteenth  day,  when  the  patient  was  feized 
with  rigor  and  pain  in  his  head,  and  the 
healthy  afpedl  of  the  wound  was  alfo  changed. 
The  following  day,  there  was  perceived,  in  the 
middle  of  the  expofed  dura  mater,  an  aperture, 
through  which  a protrufion  of  the  brain  arofe, 
covered  by  the  pia  mater,  which  retained  it$ 
natural  appearance.  In  lefs  than  24  hours 
this  tumour  increafed  to  the  fize  of  an  orange ; 
its  furface  was  dark-coloured,  and  irregular, 
and  the  pia  mater  no  longer  diflinguifhable. 
The  following  morning  the  boy  died;  and 
his  friends  had  removed  the  body  from  the 
hofpital  before  I knew  of  his  deceafe. 

I regretted  very  much  that  I could  not  ex- 
amine the  nature  of  this  fungus  or  hernia  ce- 
rebri 
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rebri,  as  it  was  a phenomenon  which  I had 
more  than  once  contemplated  with  furprife, 
and  the  nature  of  which  I was  afterwards  for- 
tunately enabled  to  afcertain. 

CASE  IX. 

A man  was  knocked  down  in  Smithdeld  by 
a brick-bat,  thrown  at  him  by  fome  villains 
againfl  whom  he  had  appeared  as  evidence 
upon  a trial.  He  was  immediately  brought 
to  the  hofpital ; but  in  a ftate  of  profound 
apoplexy. — The  right  fide  of  the  frontal  bone, 
and  the  lower  part  of  tine  parietal,  were  beaten 
in ; the  area  of  the  deprefled  piece  being  about 
two  inches  in  diameter.  After  making  three 
perforations  in  the  circumference,  I was  en- 
abled to  remove  the  deprelTed  portion.  I then 
took  out  a large  handful  of  coagulated  blood, 
which  lay  upon  the  orbitary  procefs  of  the 
frontal  bone,  and  had  fo  preffed  back  the  an- 
terior lobe  of  the  brain,  that  I could,  with 
my  finger,  touch  the  tranfverfe  fpinous  pro- 
cefs of  the  fphenoid  bone.  The  brain  now 
rofe  flowly,  in  confequence,  I fuppofe,  of  the 

blood 
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blood  gradually  finding  its  way  through  the 
comprefied  vefiels;  and  the  man  began  to  {hew 
figns  of  returning  fenfe. — He  was  bled,  and 
his  bowels  were  emptied  by  a purge.  The 
next  day  he  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  give  an 
imperfed  account  of  the  accident ; but  on  the 
third  day,  he  died  convulfed. 

On  diiTedion,  fome  blood  was  found  be- 
tween the  dura  and  pia  mater,  and  traces  of 
inflammation  appeared  on  the  latter  mem- 
brane. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Dumfries,  relates  a cafe  (the 
fifth),  where  the  artery  of  the  dura  mater 
was  ruptured  without  either  fradure  or  de- 
prefiion  of  the  ikull ; and  when  he  trephined 
a fecond  time,  four  days  after  the  accident, 
he  found  fo  large  a coagulum  of  blood  lying 
upon  that  membrane,  as  to  make  him  afraid 
of  removing  it  all  at  once : but  on  taking  out 
a few  ounces  of  it,  the  patient,  who  had  hi- 
therto lain  in  a date  of  apoplexy,  looked  up, 
on  being  fpoken  to,  like  one  awakened  from 
deep, — knew,  and  named  every  body,  and 

raifed 
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raifed  the  arm  belonging  to  the  oppoflte  fide,* 
which  had  been  paralytic  from  the  time  of 
the  accident. 

In  Mr.  Latta’s  Surgery  alfo,  a flmilar  cafe 
(as  ihewn  on  dilfeCtion)  is  related,  in  which 
an  uncommon  flownefs  of  the  pulfe,  and 
coma  without  Her  tor,  were  the  fymptoma 
produced. 


Thefe  cafes  Ihew  that  a fra&ure  of  the’ 
fkull  is  not  likely  to  be  followed  by  an  equal 
degree  of  extravafation  in  every  part,  as  the 
veflels  connecting  the  dura  mater  to  the  cra- 
nium are,  in  molt  parts  of  that  membrane,  of 
a fmall  fize.  If  thefe  are  accidentally  rup- 
tured, a flight  haemorrhage  enfues,  which 
foon  flops,  and  only  a thin  flratum  of  coagu- 
lated blood  is  found  if  the  bone  be  removed. 
But  if  the  fraCture  happens  in  the  track  of 
the  principal  artery  of  the  dura  mater ; if  the 
trunk,  or  even  a conliderable  branch  of  that 
veflel  be  torn,  the  haemorrhage  will  be  pro-^ 
fufe,  and  the  operation  of  the  trephine  be- 
come 
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come  immediately  necefiary  to  preferve  the 
life  of  the  patient.  In  the  three  cafes  that  I 
have  related,  the  operation  was  done  very 
fhortly  after  the  accident : in  the  find  cafe, 
the  brain  was  fo  comprefled  that  it  did  not 
regain  its  level ; in  the  fecond,  it  rofe  fiowly 
as  the  blood  found  its  way  through  the  vefiels  ; 
and  in  the  third,  it  rofe  quickly,  and  the 
fundions  of  the  brain  were  as  quickly  re- 
dored.  It  can  fcarcely  be  doubted,  then,  that 
if  the  operation  had  been  performed  in  thefe 
cafes  as  foon  as  it  became  necefiary,  when, 
perhaps,  only  one  indead  of  many  ounces  of 
blood  were  poured  forth  from  the  torn  vedel, 
the  lives  of  the  patients  might  have  been 
preferved. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  didinguifii  ac- 
curately the  nature  of  fuch  cafes ; and  the 
didindlion  is  not  difficult  when  there  is  an 
interval  of  fenfe  between  the  blow  and  the 
dupor  occafioned  by  the  effufed  blood.  In 
the  fird  related  cafe,  for  indance,  the  nature 
of  the  accident  was  made  fufficiently  evident 
by  this  circumdance*  But  though  we  are 

allured 
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allured  that  the  patient  labours  under  the  ef- 
fects of  compredion,  we  cannot,  in  many 
inftances,  know  the  fituation  of  the  com- 
preding  caufe.  In  other  cafes,  again,  where 
there  is  no  interval  of  fenfe  after  the  accident, 
we  are  at  a lofs  to  determine  whether  the 
lenfelefs  flate  be  the  effed:  of  compreffion  or 
of  concudion.  Every  furgeon  muff  acknow- 
ledge that  it  would  be  a very  defirable  thing 
to  afcertain  when  blood  is  edfufed  between  the 
dura  mater  and  the  fkull ; for  if  the  extra- 
vafation  has  happened  in  the  more  interior 
parts,  a furgical  operation  is  not  likely  to  af- 
ford relief  *.  Now,  if  the  extravafation  which 
compredes  the  brain,  be  fituated  immediately 
beneath  the  bone,  I think  there  are  dgns  by 
which  it  will  be  difclofed ; and  as  fufhcient 

* In  thofe  cafes,  which  I have  feen,  where  blood  was 
extravafated  between  the  dura  and  pia  mater,  and  a divifion 
of  the  former  membrane  was  made  for  its  difcharge,  the 
ferous  part  of  it  only  could  be  evacuated ; for  the  coagulum 
was  l'pread  over  the  hemifphere  of  the  brain,  and  had  de- 
fcended  as  low  as  poflible  towards  its  inferior  part,  fo  that 
very  little  relief  was  obtained  by  the  operation.  It  feems 
then,  that  extravafatiort  between  the  dura  mater  and  the  cra- 
nium is  almofl  the  only  cafe  which  admits  of  being  remedied 
by  the  ufe  of  the  trephine. 
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, notice  has  • not  been  taken  of  thefe,  I wilh 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  furgeons 
to  them. 

I have  already  faid,  that,  unlefs  one  of  the 
large  arteries  of  the  dura  mater  be  wounded, 
the  quantity  of  blood  poured  out  will  pro- 
bably be  inconflderable  5 and  the  flight  com- 
preflion  of  the  brain  which  this  occafions, 
may  not  be  attended  with  any  peculiar  fymp- 
toms ; or  perhaps  it  may  occafion  fome  flu- 
por,  or  excite  an  irritation  difpoflng  the  fub- 
jacent  parts  to  become  inflamed  : but  both 
thefe  effects  will  gradually  abate,  nor  will  any 
inflammation  enfue,  if  proper  means  are  taken 
to  prevent  it.  It  is  indeed  highly  probable, 
that,  in  many  cafes  which  have  done  well 
without  an  operation,  fuch  an  extra vafation 
has  exifted.  But  if  there  be  fo  much  blood 
on  the  dura  mater  as  materially  to  derange  the 
functions  of  the  brain,  the  bone,  to  a certain, 
extent,  will  no  longer  receive  blood  from 
within;  and  by  the  operation  performed  for 
its  expofure,  the  pericranium  mull  have  been 
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feparated  from  its  outfide.  I believe  that  a 
bone  fo  circumftanced  will  not  be  found  to 
bleed ; and  I am  certain  it  cannot,  with  the 
fame  freedom  and  celerity  as  it  does  when 
the  dura  mater  remains  connected  with  it  in- 
ternally. I need  hardly  fay,  that,  in  the  cafes 
which  I have  related,  there  was  not  the  leaft 
haemorrhage.  But  it  is  right  to  mention,  that 
I have  alfo  twice  been  able,  by  attending  to 
the  want  of  haemorrhage  from  the  outfide  of 
the  cranium,  to  afcertain  the  extent  to  which 
the  dura  mater  was  detached  within;  and 
very  frequently,  when  fymptoms  appeared 
to  demand  a perforation  of  the  fkull,  I have 
feen  it  contra-indicated  by  the  haemorrhage 
from  the  bone,  and,  as  the  event  has  proved, 
rightly. 

When  the  bone  has  remained  long  bare, 
the  cafe  may  become  perplexing.  I once 
fcraped  a portion  of  the  cranium  which  had 
been  fome  time  denuded,  and  found  that  it 
bled  in  fuch  a manner,  as  fufficiently  to  point 
out  the  adhefion  of  the  dura  mater,  and  of 
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courfe  the  inutility  of  employing  the  tre- 
phine *. 

Where  the  extravafation  on  the  dura  mater 
is  but  fmall,  it  will  probably  not  require  any 
operation.  A flight  haemorrhage  from  the 
bone,  which  may  happen  from  the  anaftomo- 
ling  of  the  veflels  within  its  fubfliance,  will 
not,  in  this  cafe,  lead  to  any  injurious  er- 
ror. But  from  what  I have  obferved,  I am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  even  a fmall  effufion 
of  blood  will  diminifh  the  haemorrhage  from 
the  fuperincumbent  bone. 

Mr.  Pott  had  an  idea,  that  the  bone  would 
perifli  when  the  dura  mater  was  detached  for 

* In  aged  perfons,  and  in  thofe  in  whom  the  circulation 
has  been  rendered  languid  by  rhe  accident,  the  mode  of  di- 
ftin&ion  which  I have  pointed  out,  may  indeed  be  lets  con- 
clufive. 

Although  a contrary  opinion  has  been  entertained,  yet  it 
appears  evident,  particularly  in  apople&ic  cafes,  that  veflels 
enter  the  cranium  from  every  part  of  the  dura  mater.  To 
afeertain  more  fully  this  circumltance,  I have  inje£ted  the 
principal  arteries  o t the  dura  mater  with  glue  (after  having 
removed  the  upper  part  of  the  cranium  and  the  fcalp),  when 
the  inje&ion  has  palled  through  the  bone  into  the  veflels 
of  the  fcalp ; and  the  connexion  by  veflels,  which  I have 
alluded  to,  has  been  evident  in  everv  point. 
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a confiderable  fpace  from  its  infide ; and  fome 
cafes  which  he  has  related,  feem  to  favour  this 
opinion  : but  many  other  cafes  to  be  met  with 
in  authors,  and  many  which  have  occurred 
to  my  obfervation,  prove  that  the  opinion  was 
not  well  founded.  Indeed  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  the  bone  would  perifh  from  this 
caufe ; for  it  ft  ill  receives  blood,  not  only 
from  the  anaftomofing  of  veflels  within  its 
fubftance,  but  alfo  from  the  pericranium  ex- 
ternally • and  the  fuccefs  which  has  of  late 
attended  the  operations  for  aneurifm  in  the 
lower  limbs,  fhews  that  parts  of  great  bulk 
and  vafcularity  will  continue  to  live  when 
their  ufual  fupply  of  blood  is  very  much 
diminifhed.  If,  however,  the  dura  mater 
fhould  be  detached  for  a confiderable  extent 
from  the  infide  of  the  fkull,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  pericranium  fhould  alfo  be  llripped 
from  its  outfide,  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  a portion  of  the  bone  would,  in  that  cafe,, 
die  and  exfoliate. 
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SECTION  III. 

Cafes  of  Fungus  or  Flernia  Cerebri \ 

CASE  X. 

A man,  about  forty  years  of  age,  was 
knocked  down,  and  bad  a confiderable  part 
of  the  parietal  bone,  near  the  coronal  future, 
deprelfed,  by  a hone  falling  on  his  head  from 
a high  building.  A portion  of  bone  w-as 
taken  out,  and  the  deprelfed  piece  elevated. 
The  patient,  after  this,  feemed  to  obtain  great 
relief  from  the  flupor  under  which  he  had  till 
then  laboured.  But  the  next  day,  he  became 
very  reftlefs  and  delirious,  and  frequently  en- 
deavoured to  get  out  of  bed.  Evacuations 
were  prefcribed,  and  a blifter  applied  to  his 
head,  by  which  means  the  fyrnptoms  wrere 
lefened,  but  did  not  entirely  gQ  off-  they 
continued  near  lix  days,  only  varying  fome- 
what  in  degree.  His  flrength  was  now  very 
much  reduced ; and  though  he  became  more 
tranquil,  he  was  flill  delirious,  and  a coma 
fupervened,  which  increafed  daily. — On  the 
tenth  day,  upon  uncovering  the  wound  in  or- 
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der  to  drefs  it,  a hernia  cerebri  appeared,  ris- 
ing through  an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  dura 
mater.  The  tumour  at  this  time  was  not 
larger  than  a pigeon's  egg ; the  pia  mater, 
flretched  over  its  furface,  was  inflamed ; and 
a turbid  ferum  oozed  at  its  fide,  from  beneath 
the  dura  mater.  On  the  following  day,  the 
tumour  had  acquired  the  fize  of  a hen’s  egg, 
was  {fill  fmooth  on  its  furface,  and  apparently 
ready  to  bund.  On  the  day  after,  before  the 
time  of  dreffing,  the  man  died.— Upon  exa- 
mining the  tumour  now,  it  was  found  larger 
than  before,  and  of  a.  dark  colour,  with  an  ir- 
regularly granulated  furface ; which  appearance 
feemed  owing  to  coagulated  blood  which  ad- 
hered to  its  furface,  as  the  part  had  bled  fo 
much,  that  one  half  the  cap  which  the  man 
had  worn,  was  rendered  quite  {lift  by  it.  In 
raifing  the  top  of  the  fkull  to  infpedf  the  con- 
tained parts,  the  tumour  was  in  fome  degree 
torn  from  its  bails.  The  pia  mater  was  in 
general  much  inflamed,  and,  as  well  as  the 
dura  mater,  was  deficient  at  the  place  where 
the  tumour  protruded.  A part  of  this  tumour 
being  cut  off  where  it  was  lacerated,  appeared 


39 


injuries  of  the, head. 

to  confift  of  coagulated  blood  of  a fibrous 
texture.  The  brain  was  now  taken  out,  and 
the  tumour  carefully  examined,  when  it  was 
found  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  throughout, 
and  to  have  originated  within  the  fubftance  of 
the  brain,  about  an  inch  below  the  furface  ; 
but  I could  not  difcover  the  open  veffel  from 
which  the  haemorrhage  had  proceeded. 

The  appearances,  on  diffedtion,  clearly  ex- 
plained the  caufe  of  the  fymptoms  which  had 
taken  place,  and  rendered  it  evident,  that  the 
difeale  under  which  this  man  had  chiefly  la- 
boured, was  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater. 
The  nature  of  the  tumour,  alfo,  was  not  lefs 
fatisfadlorily  pointed  out.  It  was  plain,  that, 
in  confequence  of  the  brain  being  injured 
to  fome  depth  beneath  the  furface,  difeafe 
of  the  veffels,  and  confequent  effufion  of 
blood,  had  enfued ; that  the  effufion  was 
for  a time  reftrained  by  the  fuperincum- 
bent  brain  and  its  membranes ; but  thefe 
gradually  yielding  to  the  expanfive  force  ex- 
erted from  within,  and  at  lafl  giving  way 
altogether,  the  fluid  blood  oozed  out  and 
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congealed  upon  the  furface  of  the  tumour.  It 
appears  very  probable,  that  the  difeafe  gene- 
rally defcribed  by  the  term  hernia  cerebri , 
confifts,  as  in  this  inftance,  of  a tumour  farmed 
by  coagulated  blood  ; for  an  organized  fungus 
could  hardly  be  produced  in  fo  Ihort  a time 
as  that  in  which  thefe  tumours  are  ufually 
formed. 


CASE  XI. 

A carpenter,  while  at  work  in  a newly- 
built  houfe,  was  crufhed  by  a part  of  the 
wall  falling  in  upon  him.  His  abdomen  was 
bruifed,  his  clavicle  broken,  and  his  head 
wounded.  Beneath  the  wounded  fcalp,  the 
right  parietal  bone  was  found  fradtured  and  de- 
prelfed.  He  was  Highly  comatofe  for  many 
hours  after  being  brought  to  the  hofpital,  yet 
anfwered  rationally  to  thole  queftions  that 
were  put  to  him.  As  the  coma,  however, 
remained,  and  his  pulfe  did  not  beat  with  the 
freedom  that  is  ufual,  the  furgeon  under 
wThofe  care  he  was  admitted,  thought  it  right 
to  trephine  him.  Accordingly,  one  perforation 
being  made,  the  depreffed  bone  was  elevated. 

No 
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No  blood  was  found  upon  the  dura  mater, 
nor  did  any  thing  indicate  the  propriety  of 
uSing  the  trephine  a fecond  time.  The  pa- 
tient was  largely  bled  5 and  faline  medicines, 
with  antimony  and  opium,  were  given.  As 
he  complained  much  of  pain  in  his  belly,  fo- 
mentations were  applied  to  this  part,  and 
clyfters  administered  occasionally.  He  was 
again  bled  on  the  fecond  and  fourth  days  after 
the  operation.  At  the  end  of  a week  the 
antimony  was  omitted,  on  account  of  his 
weaknefs ; and  he  feemed  to  get  rather  better, 
until  December  7,  twelve  days  after  the  ac- 
cident, when  a hernia  cerebri  appeared,  riling 
through  an  aperture  in  the  dura  mater,  oppo- 
site to  the  perforation  in  the  Skull.  It  in- 
creased rapidly  in  Size,  and  exhibited  the  fame 
appearance  defcribed  in  the  foregoing  cafe. — 
Two  days  after  this,  the  patient  died. 

On  examining  the  head,  the  dura  mater  was 
found  every  where  adherent  to  the  Skull  ; but 
on  its  inner  layer  there  was  a Secretion  of 
pus.  The  hernia  cerebri,  which  had  puShed 

up 


4 2 


ESSAY  ON 


up  through  an  ulcerated  opening  in  the  dura 
mater,  was  of  a fibrous  texture,  and  evidently 
formed  of  congealed  blood  depofited  in  the 
medullary  part  of  the  cerebrum  ; the  con- 
taining cavity  being  about  an  inch  diameter, 
and  its  parietes  appearing  to  be  the  fubflance 
of  the  brain  condenfed  by  preffure.  I was 
equally  unfuccefsful  here  in  my  fearch  after 
the  veiTel,  whence  the  blood  had  iffued.  The 
ventricles  of  the  brain  were  full  of  a ferous 
fluid  mixed  with  blood,  and  a large  abfcefs 
Was  alfo  found  in  the  fpleen. — In  this  cafe, 
the  mental  faculties  were  not  deranged  as  in 
the  former.  Both  the  fymptoms  and  diffec- 
tion  fhew  the  difeafe  to  have  confiffed  in  the 
effects  of  concuflion,  with  inflammation  of 
the  dura  mater,  and  fubfequent  effuflon  into 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

The  opinion  I had  formed  refpedting  the 
nature  of  hernia  cerebri  was  now  confirmed ; 
and  I think  it  received  additional  illuffration 
from  the  following  cafe,  although  the  difeafe 
Was  in  a different  part  of  the  body.  — A pa- 
tient 
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t'knt  in  the  hofpital  had  a difeafe  in  the  head 
of  the  tibia,  from  whence  there  arofe  an  un- 
healthy fungus,  which  Mr.  Blicke  removed ; 
and  afterwards,  the  bone  was  kept  bare  by 
cauflic  applications,  in  hopes  that  a feparation 
of  the  difeafed  parts  would  take  place.  The 
patient,  however,  became  feverifh,  and  his 
health  was  much  impaired.  On  the  ceffa- 
tion  of  the  fever,  there  fuddenly  arofe,  within 
the  wound,  a fungus-like  fubflance,  about  the 
fize  of  a large  apple,  which  feemed  to  fprout 
from  the  bone ; it  was  of  a livid  colour,  and 
its  furface  appeared  as  if  covered  with  doughs. 
I took  off  the  tumour,  which  was  nothing  but 
coagulated  blood,  with  the  knife ; and  fome 
blood  oozed  from  its  bads,  but  the  hemor- 
rhage was  flopped  by  the  application  of  lint. 
In  a few  hours,  however,  a fimilar  fungus- 
like tumour  arofe.  As  both  the  fize  and  fitu- 
ation  of  the  open  veffel  were  unknown,  and 
as  the  patient  could  neither  fupport  the  lofs 
of  much  blood,  nor  the  irritation  which  an 
extenfive  wound,  made  in  fearch  of  the  ar- 
tery, together  with  that  arifing  from  the  dif- 
eafed 
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eafed  bone,  would  infallibly  produce,  it  was 
judged  bed:  to  remove  the  limb.  This  was 
accordingly  done ; and  upon  injecting  water 
into  the  popliteal  artery,  it  was  found  to  be  a 
branch  of  that  veffel  which  had  given  way. 


It  feems  that  Pare,  and  the  furgeons  who 
lived  about  his  time,  often  miftook  the  tu- 
mours that  arofe  out  of  the  cranium,  for  aneu- 
rifms,  on  account  of  their  pulfatory  motion. 
M.  Louis,  in  the  Mem . de  d Acad.  de  Chirurgie , 
tom.  V.  has  well  diftinguidred  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  thofe  proceeding  from  difeafe  of 
the  dura  mater  or  bone.  There  may,  perhaps, 
be  tumours  of  various  kinds  arifing  from  the 
pia  mater  and  brain ; but  if  there  are  luch,  I 
believe  they  have  not  been  difcriminated ; nor 
have  I found  an  account  of  any  in  the  writings 
of  authors,  which  did  not  refemble  thofe  I 
have  defcribed.  They  have  generally  been 

treated  of  under  the  name  of  fungus  or  hernia 
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cerebri ; and  if  the  effufed  blood  of  which 
they  contid,  ever  acquired  vafcularity,  they 
might  then  deferve  that  title  : but  none  of 
thofe  that  I have  feen  were  of  an  organized 
ftrudture. — Their  formation  feems  to  proceed 
from  an  injury  done  to  a part  of  the  brain  by 
concudion  or  contufion,  which  has  terminated 
in  a difeafed  date  of  the  veffels,  fimilar  to  what 
occurs  in  apoplexy.  The  morbid  date  in- 
creating,  one  or  more  veffels  give  wray,  and 
an  effufion  of  blood  into  the  fubdance  of  the 
brain  enfues,  which,  if  the  fkull  were  entire, 
would  probably  cccadon  apoplexy  , but,  where 
there  is  a dedciency  of  bone  that  allows  it  to 
expand,  preties  the  furface  of  the  brain  and 
its  meninges  through  the  vacant  fpace.  The 
dura  mater  foon  ulcerates,  and  the  tumour 
pudiing  through  the  openings,  now  increafes 
with  a rapidity  proportioned  to  that  with 
which  the  haemorrhage  takes  place  within. 
At  lad,  the  pia  mater,  and  the  dratum  of 
the  brain  which  cover  the  effufed  blood,  are 
lo  extended  as  to  give  way,  and  the  blood 
oozes  out  and  coagulates. — Thus  the  quick 
growth,  and  all  the  other  phenomena  ob- 
, 6 fervable 
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fervable  in  thefe  tumours,  are  fatisfadfoiily 
accounted  for. 

1 

It  feems  probable  that  fimilar  injuries  at 
other  times  give  rife  to  the  formation  of  abf- 
ceffes  in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain,  which  are 
not  eafily  afcertained,  and  which  generally 
occahon  the  death  of  the  patient. 

\ 

The  plan  of  treatment  to  be  adopted  with 
tumours  of  the  kind  which  I have  defcribed, 
is  next  to  be  confidered ; but  as  I have  had 
no  opportunities  of  acquiring  knowledge  as 
to  the  treatment  of  thefe  difeafes  fince  I be- 
came acquainted  with  the  nature  of  them,. 
I can  only  offer  a few  general  remarks  orx 
this  fubjedi. 

Where  no  bad  fymptoms  precede  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  tumour,  or  where  they  go 
entirely  away  upon  its  being  freed  from  the 
confinement  of  the  dura  mater,  it  may,  per- 
haps, be  moft  prudent  not  to  interfere  in  the 
treatment  of  the  complaint : for  probably  the 
haemorrhage  will  ceafe,  and  the  coagulum 

will 
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will  drop  off  in  pieces*,  or  gradually  wafte 
away,  and  be  no  more  renewed  •f.  All  that 
appears  neceffary,  then,  under  fuch  circum- 
ffances,  is  to  cover  the  tumour  and  fore  with 
fome  mild  dr  effing,  carefully  avoiding  all 
preffure,  which  both  reafon  and  experience 
fhew  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  bad  confc- 
quences.  Should  the  bulk  of  the  tumour, 
however,  become  inconvenient,  or  render 
preffure  from  the  dreffmgs  unavoidable,  the 
pra&ice  which  prefent  experience  has  fhewn 
to  be  moff  fuccefsful,  confifts  in  occalionally 
paring  off  the  tumour  with  a knife.  In  this 
manner  Mr.  Hill  treated  feveral  cafes  with 
fuccefs. 

j 

But  if  the  tumour  continues  to  increafe,  and 
if  the  patient  iuffers  a train  of  bad  fymptoms, 

* See  a cafe  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Commentaries, 
Vol.  I.  p.98,  where  the  tumour  continued  to  increafe  for 
fourteen  days,  and  had  acquired  the  fize  of  a goofe’s  ecrg, 
when  it  dropped  off  in  pretty  large  pieces.  A fimilar  cafe  is 
related  in  the  Medical  Mufeum,  Vol.  IV.  p.  463. 

f Fabricius  Hildanus  relates  a cafe  in  his  Fifteenth  Ob- 
fervation,  where  the  tumour  arifing  from  the  brain  became, 
in  24  hours,  as  large  as  a hen’s  egg,  and  afterwards  gradu- 
ally difappeared. 
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apparently  arifing  from  irritation  and  preifure 
made  on  the  brain,  feme  further  attempt  to 
relieve  him  feems  to  be  required.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  we  have  reafon  to  fufpedt 
that  the  coagulum,  from  want  of  room  to 
protrude,  is  enlarging  internally ; or  that  by 
plugging  up  the  orifice  in  the  bone,  it  pre- 
vents the  efcape  of  fome  fluid  collected  within 
the  cranium  *.  The  obvious  mode  of  relief 
here  appears  to  be,  to  enlarge  the  opening  in 
/the  bone  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  in- 
creafe  of  the  tumour.  Many  furgeons  have 

* Mr.  Hill,  in  relating  a cafe  of  this  kind,  fays  that  he 

was  obliged  to  fliave  away  the  tumour,  and  pufli  a lancet 
into  its  root  as  often  as  the  ftupor  and  other  fymptoms 
fliewed  that  matter  was  lodged  there,  by  which  the  patient 
was  uniformly  relieved,  and  afterwards  recovered.” — (See 
his  Cafes  in  Surgery,  p.  91 — 2.)  But  very  different  was  the 
event  in  two  fimilar  cafes  (one  is  recorded  by  Scultetus,  in 
his  Armamentarium  Chirurgicum,  Obf.  XIX.;  the  other  in 
the  Load.  Med.  Journal,  Vol.  X.  p.  277),  in  which  repeated 
attempts  were  made  to  prevent  the  growth  of  the  tumour  by 
compreflion  : one  patient  died  at  the  end  of  a month  ; the 
other  not  until  nearly  fix  months  after  the  accident.  In  the 
brain  of  each  there  was  found,  upon  oiffedlion,  a large  ca- 
vity, which  had  been  formed  by  the  accumulation  of  a 
fluid  that  could  not  efcape,  on  account  of  the  aperture  in 
the  bone  being  clofed  by  the  tumour. 
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cbje&ed  to  the  removal  of  much  of  the  cra- 
nium, left  protruftons  of  this  kind  fhould 
enfue ; but  it  is  evident  that  thefe  tumours 
arife  from  an  injury  and  confequent  difeafe  of 
a part  of  the  brain,  the  event  of  which'  muft, 
be  more  fatal  if  the  bone  was  entire.  A large 
removal  of  bone  was  formerly  a frequent 
event ; but  a protrufion  of  this  kind  very  fel- 
dom  took  place. 

But  although,  by  thus  allowing  a free  efcape 
to  the  effufed  blood,  we  may  prevent  the 
injurious  effects  of  its  preffure  on  the  brain, 
yet  the  degree  of  haemorrhage  may  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient. 

% 

i 

The  quantity  of  blood  effufed  will  depend 
on  the  magnitude  of  the  veffels,  or  on  their 
difpofition  to  bleed.  As  the  difeafe  is  gene- 
i ally  lituated  not  far  beneath  the  furface  of 
the  brain,  there  is  lefs  rifque  of  its  proceeding 
from  the  former  caufe.  If  it  arifes  from  the 
latter,  it  is  very  likely  that  the  diftention 
earned  by  the  confinement  of  the  effufed 
blood  would  irritate  the  veffels,  and  keep  up 
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their  difpofition  to  hemorrhage ; therefore 
the  treatment  already  recommended  is  likely 
to  diminifh  it.  But  fhould  the  quantity  of  the 
hemorrhage  feem  to  threaten  the  life  of  the 
patient,  I fhould  think  it  mofl  proper  to  take 
away  the  coagulum,  and  to  expofe  the  cavity 
in  the  brain,  in  order  to  learn  whether  fuffer- 
ing  fome  fudden  lofs  of  blood  to  take  place, 
together  with  the  expofure  of  the  bleeding 
veffels,  might  not  produce  a beneficial  change, 
and  a ceffation  of  the  haemorrhage.  I am  in- 
duced to  propofe  this  mode  of  conduct,  from 
reafoning  founded  on  analogy ; for  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  a haemorrhage  will  fome- 
times  continue,  notwithhanding  a conliderable 
preffure  made  by  a large  quantity  of  coagu- 
lum, together  with  that  which  the  refinance 
arifing  from  the  clofure  of  the  external  open- 
ing, and  that  which  is  occaiioned  by  the  dreff- 
ings,  conjointly  produce.  Yet,  upon  expofing 
the  bleeding  furface,  the  haemorrhage  will 
ceafe,  and  never  afterwards  be  renewed* 


I am  Hill  further  induced  to  propofe  this 
plan  of  treatment,  becaufe  I do  not  perceive 

any 
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any  other  which  carries  with  it  a probability 
of  fuccefs.  T.  he  impropriety  of  attempting  to 
redrain  the  haemorrhage  by  predure  has  been 
ihewn;  ligatures  cannot  be  applied*  and  dyptics 
are  known,  by  experience,  to  be  dangerous. 

I fhall  extracl  one  cafe  from  the  drd  vo- 
lume of  the  Me  moires  de  'F  Academic  de  Gh  vur- 
Ele *,  to  hiew  that  the  removal  of  the  coagu- 
lum  is  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  any 
alarming  confequenccs. — A young  man  re- 
ceived a blow  on  the  right  parietal  bone,  which 
occalioned  a fradture ; fome  bone  was  re- 
moved,  and  a hernia  cerebri  was  afterwards 
produced,  which  was  repeatedly  pared  down 
with  the  knife.  On  the  thirty-fifth  day  from 
the  accident,  the  patient  having  intoxicated 
himfelf,  while  in  this  date;  flipt  his  hand 
under  the  dreflings,  and  laying  hold  of  the 
protruding  coagulum,  tore  it  away  with  vio- 
lence. 1 he  next  day  the  furgeon  found,  that 
almofl  the  whole  of  what  he  confidered  as 
coirupted  brain,  was  removed,  and  a vacancy 
left,  fo  deep,  that  he  could  fee  nearly  to  the 

* See  the  Memoire  of  Mr.  Du  Qnefnay,  roth  Obferva* 
tion, 

E 2 


Corpus 


5A 


ESSAY  ON 


corpus  callolum.  From  this  time  forward 
the  parts  went  on  healing,  until  they  got 
quite  well;  but  the  patient  continued  to  la- 
bour under  a paralyfis  of  the  left  fide,  which 
had  fupervened  the  day  after  he  received  the 
blow. 

It  is  obvious,  from  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  the  tumour  is  compofed,  that 
ifyptic  remedies  applied  to  its  furface  can  have 
fcarceiy  any  effeft  in  leffening  its  bulk,  and 
none  at  all  in  putting  a hop  to  its  growth ; 
and  experience  fhews,  that  the  more  acftive  of 
them  are  not  only  ineffectual,  but  highly  dan- 
gerous. Hildanus,  in  his  Fourteenth  Obf. 
relates  the  cafe  of  a man  who  died  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  empiric  having  dreffed  a tu* 
mour  of  this  kind  with  alum  and  calcined 
vitriol.  And  Mr.  Hill  tells  us  (p.  198),  that, 
after  fhaving  off  the  protruding  part,  he  once 
fprinkled  the  balls  with  fome  blue  vitriol,  and 
another  time  with  red  precipitate ; but  found 
that  “ his  patient  had  a very  bad  day  after  each 
of  thefe no  doubt,  in  confequence  of  their 
being  diffolved  in  the  difcharge,  and  infinu- 
ating  themfelves  between  the  tumour  and  the 

edges 
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edges  of  the  fkull,  fo  as  to  get  into  contad: 
with  the  fenfible  parts  within  3 for,  that  it  was 
not  owing  to  their  effed  upon  the  tumour,  is 
evident  from  the  freedom  with  which  he  had 
removed  it  with  the  knife. — Whether,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  haemorrhage  continuing  after  the 
coaeulum  has  been  removed  and  the  veifels 
expofed,  any  of  the  vegetable  aftringents  di- 
luted, fuch  as  infulion  of  galls,  might  be  luc- 
cefsfullv  applied  to  flop  the  bleeding,  is  a 
queftion  which  future  experience  mufl  de- 
termine. 

y 

SECTION  IV. 

ConcuJJion  of  the  Brain . 

As  I am  of  opinion  that  the  effeds  of  con- 
cuffion  have  not  been  juftly  defcribed  by  au- 
thors, and  as  the  fymptoms  related  by  them 
are  not,  according  to  my  experience,  thofe 
which  ufually  occur,  I have  therefore  feleded 
two  cafes  out  of  a great  number  that  I have 
feen,  in  order  to  fhew  what  have  appeared  to 
me  the  common  confequences  of  this  injury  ; 
and  I (hall  afterwards  offer  fome  remarks  re- 
fpeding  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 
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CASE  XII. 

Harriet  Silverthorn,  aged  twenty-three  years, 
dipped  down  flairs,  and  flruck  her  occiput 
again#  fome  of  the  lower  fteps,  by  which  the 
integuments  were  divided  about  half  an  inch 
in  length,  but  the  wound  was  not  deep,  nor 
were  the  furrounding  parts  much  bruited.  She 
was  taken  up  fenfelefs,  was  bled,  and  the  next 
morning  conveyed  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hof- 
pital.  When  brought  in,  the  was  comatofe y 
could  not  be  made  to  anfwer  any  queflions  ; 
yet  fhe  drew  back  her  arm  when  pinched,  and 
feemed  very  uneafy  when  the  wounded  parts 
were  preffed  upon.  Her  breathing  was  with- 
out ftertor,  but  performed  at  fome  interval,  as 
if  fhe  did  not  wifh  to  infpire  until  obliged  by 
neceffity.  The  pulfe,  which  was  full  and  la- 
bouring, intermitted  every  fourth  or  fifth 
flroke. — Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  imme- 
diately taken  away,  and  an  opening  medicine 
given,  which  procured  three  ftools,  after 
which  fhe  was  ordered  a mixture,  containing 
aqua  ammonias  acetatas,  and  antimonial  wine. 
= — The  next  day  ( Friday J,  fhe  was  rational. 
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put  out  her  tongue  when  defired,  and  faid 
the  had  no  pain  in  her  head ; her  breathing 
was  more  regular,  and  her  pulfe  free  from  in- 
termiflion.  f Saturday ,)  die  was  hill  more 
fenfible,  and  gave  feme  account  of  herfelf ; 
complaining  now  of  head-ach,  and  general 
uneafinefs.  The  mixture  was  continued,  the 
purging  medicine  given  again,  and  a bliher 
laid  on  between  her  lhoulders. — (Sunday,)  her 
pulfe  was  harder ; Ihe  was  fenfible,  but  reh- 
lefs ; complained  of  pain  in  her  forehead,  fat 

up  in  bed,  and  wanted  to  go  home.  Six  or 

* 

eight  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  her 
temples,  and  the  mixture  ordered  to  be  con- 
tinued as  before. — ( Monday, ) {he  was  much 
more  compofed ; but  as  hie  had  hill  fome 
pain  in  her  head,  a bliher  was  applied  to  it. 

Tuefday ,)  lhe  had  flept  quietly  during  the 
night,  anfwered  rationally,  but  with  quick- 
nefs,  and  eagerly  defired  to  go  home.  As  the 
blihers  appeared  to  have  been  ferviceablc,  that 
on  her  neck  was  renewed. — (Wednefday,)  £he 
was  perfectly  quiet,  and  in  every  relped:  bet- 
ter ; nor  had  ihe,  after  this,  any  complaint 
worth  mentionino:. 
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CASE  XIII, 

A Frenchman,  twenty-leven  years  of  age, 
who  h~d  been  many  years  in  England,  and 
(as  it  afterwards  appeared)  fpoke  our  language 
perfe&ly,  had  met  with  fome  accident  (but 
in  what  manner,  I know  not),  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  brought  to  the  hofpital.  Fie 
was  then  very  comatofe,  and  expreffed  much 
uneaiineis  at  being  routed  from  that  hate;  yet 
he  put  out  his  tongue  when  bid,  but  did  not 
give  a rational  anfwer  to  questions  put  to  him, 
and  his  replies  were  made  in  his  native  lan- 
guage. His  pulfe  was  regular,  flrong,  and 
about  96  in  a minute.  Ten  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  from  his  arm ; and  after  being 
purged,  the  common  faline  mixture,  with  an- 
timonial  powder,  was  ordered  to  be  given. 
In  the  night,  he  grew  delirious,  got  out  of 
bed,  and  tore  the  bandage  from  his  arm ; in 
confequence  of  which  he  loft  a good  deal  of 
blood  before  it  was  perceived.  This,  how- 
ever, feemed  of  ule  to  him ; for  he  became 
more  tranquil  after  it,  and  lay  quietly  dozing 
till  morning.  Next  day,  he  was  more  rational, 
and  complained  of  pain  in  his  head.  When  I 

* told 
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told  him  that  if  he  kept  quiet,  he  would  foon 
be  well,  he  laid,  he  hoped  lb ; and  appeared 

felicitous  to  know  what  fhould  be  done  to  him* 

\ 

His  pulfe  was  only  80,  and  not  drong.  A 
gentle  laxative  was  given,  and  a blifter  applied 
to  his  head. — On  the  third  day,  he  was  much 
more  fendble,  fpoke  with  elearnefs,  and  men- 
tioned the  pain  being  in  the  fore- part  of  his 
head;  yet,  when  I alked  his  age,  he  told 
me  he  was  but  fixteen  years  old. — Tuejday 
(fourth  day),  he  appeared  more  excited  and 
wild ; his  tongue  was  dry,  but  his  pulfe  only 
75.  Nine  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  temporal  artery. — Fifth  day,  his  pulfe 
was  only  70,  and  perfectly  natural;  yet  he  had 
pulled  off  the  dreffing  from  his  bliders,  and 
feemed  to  be  very  irritable. — Sixth  day,  dill 
pain  in  his  forehead,  pulfe  rather  quicker,  but 
tongue  not  furred.  After  this,  he  gradually 
recovered,  without  any  particular  lymptom 
occurring,  and  without  any  other  medical 
treatment. 

It  is  not  likely  that,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes, 
extravafation,  at  lead  to  any  confiderable  de- 
gree. 
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gree,  had  taken  place  within  the  head,  lince 
in  neither  of  them  was  there  ftertor,  dilatation 
of  the  pupils,  or  infenfibility.  They  may, 
therefore,  I think,  be  conlidered  as  exhibiting 
the  fymptoms  which  attend  fimple  concuf- 
fion. I have  related  them,  to  fhew  the  cir- 
cumflances,  upon  which  the  reafoning  that 
follows  is  grounded. 

y 

The  opinions  that  prevail  amongft  furgeons 
refpeCting  the  treatment  of  concuffion,  are 
very  different.  Many  late  writers  advile  ffi- 
mulating  cordials,  fuch  as  wine  and  volatile 
alkali,  to  be  given ; while  others  purfue  a di- 
rectly oppofite  conduCt.  Nor  do  they  agree 
in  the  account  of  the  fymptoms,  which  they 
confider  as  depending  on  this  fpecies  of  in- 
jury. Molt  writers  reprefent  the  fubjeCt,  as 
if  the  deranged  hate  of  the  brain,  which  is  the 
immediate  confequence  of  the  fhock,  conti- 
nued to  the  termination  of  the  patient’s  illnefs 
or  life;  while,  in  the  cafes  given  by  Mr.  Pott, 
the  fymptoms  appear  to  proceed  more  from 
the  inflammation  which  enfues,  than  from  the 
concuffion. 


The 
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The  whole  train  of  fymptoms  following  a 
concuflion  of  the  brain,  may,  I think,  be  pro- 
perly divided  into  three  dages.  The  JirJi  is, 
that  date  of  infenfibility  and  derangement  of 
the  bodily  powers  which  immediately  lucceed 
the  accident.  While  it  lads,  the  patient  icarcely 
feels  any  injury  that  may  be  inflicted  on  him. 
His  breathing  is  difficult,  but  in  general  with- 
out dertor ; his  pulfe  intermitting,  and  his  ex- 
tremities cold.  But  fuch  a date  cannot  lad 
long ; it  goes  off  gradually,  and  is  fucceeded 
by  another,  which  I confider  as  the  Jccond 
dage  of  concuffion.  In  this,  the  pulfe  and 
refpiration  become  better,  and  though  not  re- 
gularly performed,  are  fufficient  to  maintain 
life,  and  to  diffufe  warmth  over  the  extreme 
parts  of  the  body.  The  feeling  of  the  patient 
is  now  fo  far  redored,  that  he  is  fenlible  if  his 
•fkin  be  pinched ; but  he  lies  dupid,  and  inat- 
tentive to  flight  external  im predion s.  As  the 
effeds  of  concudion  diminifh,  he  becomes  ca- 
pable of  replying  to  quedions  put  to  him  in  a 
loud  tone  of  voice,  efpecially  when  they  refer 
to  his  chief  differing  at  the  time,  as  pain  in 
the  head,  6cc.;  otherwife,  he  anfwers  incohe- 
rently. 
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rently,  and  as  if  his  attention  was  occupied  by 
fomething  elfe.  As  long  as  the  ftupor  re- 
mains, the  inflammation  of  the  brain  feems 
to  he  moderate ; but  as  the  former  abates,  the 
latter  feldom  fails  to  increafe  ; and  this  confti- 
tutes  the  third  Aage,  which  is  the  moft  im- 
portant of  the  feries  of  effects  proceeding 
from  concuflion. 

Thefe  feveral  ftages  vary  conflderably  in 
their  degree  and  duration;  but. more  or  lets  of 
each  will  be  found  to  take  place  in  every 
inftance  where  the  brain  has  been  violently 
fhaken.  Whether  theyvbear  any  certain  pro- 
portion to  each  other  or  not,  I do  not  know. 
Indeed  this  will  depend  upon  fuch  a variety 
of  circumflances  in  the  conflitution,  the  in- 
jury, and  the  after-treatment,  that  it  muft  be 
difficult  to  determine. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  concuflion, 
it  would  appear,  that  in  the  flrfl:  ftage  very 
little  can  be  done ; and  perhaps,  what  little 
is  done,  had  better  be  omitted,  as  the  brain 
and  nerves  are  probably  infenfible  to  any  sti- 
mulants 
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mulants  that  can  be  employed.  F rom  a loofe, 
and,  I think,  fallacious  analogy  between  the 
infenfibility  in  fainting,  and  that  which  occurs 
in  concuffion,  the  more  powerful  ftimulants, 
fuch  as  wine,  brandy,  and  volatile  alkali,  are 
commonly  had  recourfe  to,  as  foonx  as  the  pa- 
tient can  be  got  to  fwallow.  The  fame  rea- 
foning  which  led  to  the  employment  of  thefe 
remedies  in  the  jirjl  ftage,  in  order  to  recall 
fenfibility,  has  given  a kind  of  fandtion  to  their 
repetition  in  the  Jecond , with  a view  to  conti- 
nue and  increafe  it. 

But  here  the  practice  becomes  more  perni- 
cious, and  lefs  defenfible.  The  circumftance 
of  the  brain  having  fo  far  recovered  its  powers, 
as  to  carry  on  the  animal  functions  in  a degree 
fufhcient  to  maintain  life,  is  furely  a ftrong 
argument  that  it  will  continue  to  do  fo, 
without  the  aid  of  means  which  probably 
tend  to  exhauft  parts  already  weakened,  by 
the  violent  adtion  they  induce. 

And  it  feems  probable  that  thefe  flimulating 
liquors  will  aggravate  that  inflammation  which 

mud 
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mull  fooner  or  later  enfue.  The  accefs  of  it, 
in  the  cafes  which  I have  related,  is  fufficiently 
evident ; and  its  cure  is  to  be  effected  by  the 
common  methods.  The  great  benefit  of  eva- 
cuations was,  in  thofe  cafes,  very  evident. 
Indeed,  it  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  no  com- 
plaint which  requires  fuch  means  to  be  more 
rigoroufly  profecuted,  than  an  inflammation  of 
the  brain  or  its  membranes.  But  as  I defign 
to  relate  fome  cafes,  with  a view  to  elucidate 
the  lymptoms  which  attend  that  difeale,  I 
fliall  poftpone  any  further  remarks  on  this 
fubjedt. 

In  addition  to  the  reafoning  which  I have 
offered  here,  I would  obferve,  that  furgical 
books  abound  with  cafes  in  which  fuitable 
evacuations  have  been  freely  employed  in 
concuffion,  with  the  befl:  effects ; while  the 
advocates  for  a contrary  practice  have  refled 
their  arguments  upon  vague  theory,  and  com- 
municate no  particulars  of  their  fuccels. 

If  the  foregoing  cafes  exhibit  the  genuine 
marks  of  concuflion,  the  admin iitration  of 

cordial 
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cordial  medicines,  which  has  been  fo  much 
recommended,  appears  to  be  very  ill  adapted 
to  the  relief  of  fuch  an  injury.  In  what  cafe 

then  does  this  treatment  feem  advifable  ? 

The  following,  which  is  a cafe  of  fimple 
concuffion,  and  fo  violent  in  degree  as  foon  to 
prove  fatal,  is  related,  that  the  reader  may 
judge  what  conduct  ought  to  be  purfued  in 
fuch  circumdances. 


CASE  XIV. 

W . Thomas,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  fell 
from  the  top  of  a brew-houfe,  a height  of  at 
lead  80  feet.  His  hand  being  dretched  out, 
fird  fudained  the  fhock,  by  which  the  carpal 
bones  were  feparated,  and  driven  upwards, 
fome  before,  and  others  behind  the  ends  of 
the  radius  and  ulna,  the  articular  furfaces  and 
periodeum  being  at  the  fame  time  forced  off 
the  latter  bones.  I mention  thefe  particulars 
to  drew  the  great  violence  of  the  fall.  The 
man’s  head  afterwards  druck  the.  ground,  as 
appeared  by  a bruife  on  his  face ; but  the  cra- 
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nium  was  not  injured.  When  brought  to  the 
hofpital,  he  appeared  almod  deprived  of  life, 
his  body  being  cold,  and  his  pulfe  fcarcely  to 
be  felt.  The  gentlemen  then  attending,  put 
his  feet  into  warm  water,  and  gave  him  an 
opiate. 

After  this  he  gradually  became  warmer, 
and  it  was  obferved  that  there  was  not  much 
dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and  but  little  Itertor 
in  refpiration.  I faw  the  patient  next  morn- 
ing, at  which  time  his  fkin  was  very  hot,  and 
he  perfpired  copioufly.  His  breathing  was 
repeated  at  regular  intervals,  but  the  expira- 
tions were  made  with  unufual  force.  The 
pulfe  was  extremely  irregular,  both  in  fre- 
quency and  in  drength ; generally  about  1 40 
in  a minute.  His  pupils  were  moderately 
contracted,  his  eye-brows  drawn  into  a frown 
as  if  he  differed  pain.  When  I fpoke  to  him 
foftly,  he  did  not  anfwer.  I pinched  his 
hand  flightlv,  but  he  did  not  move ; but  when 
I repeated  this  a little  harder,  he  drew  it 
away  with  feeming  vexation.  He  difliked 
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that  his  eyes  fhould  be  examined.  When,  by 
fpeaking  loud,  I roufed  him,  and  inquired  if 
his  head  ached,  he  anfwered,  Yes.  I got  him 
to  fwallow  fome  opening  medicine,  which 
emptied  his  bowels ; and  four  leeches  were 
applied  to  his  temples ; but  they  extracted 
very  little  blood,  and  I thought  his  pulfe 
countermanded  any  further  evacuations. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  appeared  better.  His 
pulfe  was  more  regular,  and  his  fkin  of  a more 
natural  temperature ; his  pupils,  however,  were 
more  contracted,  and  his  fenhbilitv  increafed. 
I tried  the  effeCt  of  giving  him  forty  drops  of 
tinCt.  opii,  thinking  it  might  diminilh  fenfibi- 
lity,  and  keep  him  quiet  for  fome  time,  during 
which  the  vafcular  fyftem  (which  feemed  to 
be  particularly  deranged)  might  perhaps  re- 
gain its  powers.  The  opiate  increafed  his 
difpofition  to  deep,  and  he  appeared  to  fuffer 
lefs  pain  ; but  in  the  evening,  his  pulfe  was 
moie  feeble  and  frequent,  and  his  fkin  hotter, 
and  quite  wet  with  perfpiration.  Wine  was 
now  given  to  him,  but  without  any  apparent 
oenefit ; the  powers  and  addons  of  life  gradu- 
ally diminifhed,  and  before  morning  he  died. 
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On  diffedlion,  there  appeared  every  mark 
denoting  violent  inflammation  of  the  brain  and 
pia  mater,  of  fhort  duration.  The  minute 
arteries  of  the  pia  mater  were  turgid  with 
blood ; in  many  places  there  was  the  appear- 
ance called  blood-fhot,  which  was  alfo  to  be 
feen  in  the  lining  of  the  ventricles.  Dark- 
coloured,  and  in  fome  places,  bloody,  coagu- 
lable  lymph  filled  all  the  receffes  between  the 
tunica  arachnoidea  and  pia  mater.  On  divid- 
ing the  fubflance  of  the  brain,  all  its  veffels 
appeared  as  if  injected  with  blood. 

I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  medical 
treatment  of  this  patient  did  him  neither  much 
good  nor  harm.  The  means  employed  feem 
to  have  adted  on  him  as  on  a perfon  in  health. 
The  opening  medicine  rendered  him  cooler, 
and  quieted  a little  the  diffurbed  adtions  of 
the  fyflem.  The  opiate  made  him  more  if  ill, 
and  difpofed  him  to  deep. 

i 

I leave  it  to  pradlitioners  to  confider,  whe- 
ther cordials  would  have  been  of  any  fervice 
in  this  cafe.  Would  they  not  rather,  by  ffi- 
mulating  the  nervous  fyflem,  have  increafcd 
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the  difiurbance  of  the  fenforium,  and,  by  ex- 
citing the  heart  and  arteries,  have  tended  to 
aggravate  the  inflammation  of  the  brain? 


It  has  hitherto  been  confidered  as  a defirabie 
object,  to  point  out  any  marks  by  which  we 
might  diftinguifh  between  compreflion  and 
concuffipn  of  the  brain;  but  I believe  no  fuch 
criteria  have  yet  been  communicated  to  the 
public.  I think,  however,  that  thefe  difeafes 
may  in  general  be  diftinguifhed.  As  far  as  my 
obfervation  goes,  the  infenfibility  is  much  lefs 
in  concuffion,  efpecially  after  a fhort  time  has 
elapfed.  Patients  in  this  cafe,  though  they 
feem  reluCtant  to  anfwer  queffiGns,  yet  com- 
plain much  if  their  heads  are  moved ; and  in 
thofe  inflances  where  it  was  judged  neceffary 
to  infpedt  the  bone,  I have  generally  found 
that  they  made  great  complaint  during  the 
operation.  The  pupils  alfo  are  ufually  more 
contracted  than  in  compreflion  of  the  brain, 
the  mufcles  of  the  limbs  retain  their  natural 
Hate  of  tone,  and  refpiration  is  performed  with 
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little  or  no  ftertor*,  though  the  pulfe  gene- 
rally intermits  in  a very  confiderable  degree. 
In  the  flighter  cafes  of  concuftion,  the'  lick- 
nefs  of  the  patient  is  often  very  great. 

But,  in  cafes  of  compreflion  of  the  brain, 
circumftances,  very  much  the  reverfe  of  thofe 
juft  related,  take  place;  the  fenlibility  is  much 
diminifhed  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the 
injury ; from  this  caufe  alfo  the  pupils  are  di- 
lated, and  the  limbs  relaxed ; the  refpiration 
is  attended  with  ftertor ; and  the  pulfe,  as  far 
as  my  obfervation  extends,  is  fubjedt  to  much 
lefs  intermiflion. 


SECTION  V. 

On  Inflammation  of  the  Pia  Mater, 

Although  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  is 
too  frequent  a difeafe  to  need  illuftration  by 
the  relation  of  cafes,  yet  I take  the  liberty  of 

* But  the  abfence  of  ftertor  mull  not  be  relied  on  as  a 
proof  that  there  is  no  compreffion  ; for  Morgagni  relates 
difte&ions  of  apoplectic  perfons,  where  the  etfufion  was 
confiderable,  yet  no  ftertor  had  occurred ; and  I have  feen 
cafes  where  it  took  place  only  in  a very  flight  degree. 
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relating  one,  in  order  to  recall  to  the  remem- 
brance of  the  experienced,  the  train  of  fymp- 
toms  which  are  likely  to  occur  in  this  com- 
plaint, and  to  imprefs  the  nature  of  them  on 
the  minds  of  ftudents ; when  I fhall  afterwards 
offer  thofe  remarks  which  I have  been  able  to 
make  from  my  own  opportunities  of  obferva- 
tipn. 

I am  induced  to  take  this  fubjedt  into  con- 
fideration,  from  a perfuafion,  that,  if  it  were 
omitted,  a confiderable  deficiency  would  ap- 
pear in  this  Eifay. 


CASE  XV. 

A man,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  wnofe  head  had  been  crufhed  between  a 
cart-wheel  and  the  wall,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  I itts.  1 he  integuments  of  the  cranium, 
and  the  upper  edge  of  the  temporal  rnufcle, 
were  both  torn,  and  much  bruifed.  The  pa- 
tient was  fenfible  when  received  into  the 
houfe.  He  was  immediately  bled,  and  took  a 
purgative  medicine.  The  next  day  he  com- 
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plained  of  confiderable  pain  in  his  head;  upon 
which  faline  medicines,  with  antimony,  were 
prelcribed.  On  the  third  day  he  was  worfe ; 
and  on  the  fourth  he  became  delirious  and 
frantic  ; he  frequently  endeavoured  to  get  out 
of  bed,  and  hruggled  violently  when  pre- 
vented. I now,  for  the  firft  time,  faw  the 
patient,  by  the  defire  of  Mr.  Pitts,  who  was 
gone  out  of  town.  The  progrefs  and  fyrnp- 
toms  of  the  complaint  clearly  fhewed  that  it 
was  an  adtive  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater. 
The  patient  was  therefore  bled  largely,  and  a 
blihering-plaher  applied  over  the  greater  part 
of  his  head.  The  next  day  he  was  quieter, 
and  more  difpofed  to  coma ; but  when  roufed, 
he  was  hill  irrational  and  impatient.  On  the 
following  day  (the  fifth),  the  coma  had  in- 
creafed  much ; and  as  the  bone  was  laid  bare 
by  the  wound,  it  was  thought  right  to  expofe 
it  more  extenfively,  in  order  to  fee  if  the  hate 
of  it  indicated  the  propriety  of  applying  the 
trephine.  I accordingly  removed  a little  of 
the  doughy  temporal  mufcle,  beneath  which 
I found  the  pericranium  naturally  adherent. 
I alfo  feraoed  the  denuded  bone,  and  found 
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that  it  bled  freely  in  every  part.  This  cir- 
cumftance  contra-indicated  any  operation,  and 
confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  which  I had 
formed  of  the  difeafe,  viz.  that  it  confided  of 
adtive  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  mem- 
branes. Two  days  after  this  the  man  died. 
On  difledtion,  the  dura  mater  was  found  every 
where  naturally  adherent ; the  pia  mater  was 
much  inflamed,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of 
turbid  fluid  was  collected  between  thefe  two 
membranes,  and  alfo  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain*. 


In  the  inftance  juft  given,  of  this  very  fre- 
quent difeafe,  the  diftindt  interval  which  oc- 
curred between  the  immediate  confequences 

* When  the  former  part  of  this  Eflay  was  printed,  I defign- 
ed  to  have  printed  three  cafes  in  which  inflammation  of  the 
pia  mater  proved  fatal,  in  order  to  have  (hewn  fome  varie- 
ties in  the  fymptoms  of  that  difeafe ; but  two  of  them  have 
been  omitted  for  the  fake  of  brevity  ; in  one  of  which  the 
inflammation  began  on  the  third  day  after  a fmall  portion  of 
the  fkull  had  been  beaten  in,  though  the  depreffed  part  was 
immediately  elevated.  This  cafe  has  been  alluded  to  in  a 
former  part  of  this  Eflay. 
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of  the  injury  and  the  fubfequent  fatal  inflam- 
mation, renders  the  nature  of  the  cafe  parti- 
cularly clear.  This,  however,  does  not  al- 
ways happen  ; and  when  it  does  not,  the  in- 
flammation is  frequently  confounded  with  the 
immediate  effects  of  concuflion. 

The  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater,  which 
occafionally  fucceeds  to  injuries  of  the  head, 
has  been  well  defcribed  by  Mr.  Pott.  Patients 
labouring  under  this  complaint  are  feverilh, 
have  a conltriCtive  pain  in  the  head,  but  con- 
tinue rational,  and  give  a clear  account  of  their 
fymptoms,  until  matter  forms,  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  internal  parts  enfues.  This  is  what 
we  might  naturally  expeCt  from  the  ftruCture 
of  the  dura  mater,  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
fupplied  with  blood,  and  its  veffels  having  lit- 
tle connection  with  the  brain.  When  the  pia 
mater  becomes  inflamed,  as  the  brain  derives 
a conliderable  portion  of  its  blood  through  the 
veffels  of  that  membrane,  the  dileafe  is  in- 
ftantly  communicated  to  the  cerebrum,  and 
deranges  its  functions.  This  derangement  va- 
ries in  its  nature  and  degree,  accordingly  as 
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the  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  is  more  or 
lefs  violent;  as  it  is  confined  to  the  furface,  or 
extends  to  the  internal  parts ; as  it  produces  a 
greater  or  fmaller  fecretion  of  fluid  which 
compreffes  the  brain ; or  as  it  is  more  or  lefs 
blended  with  the  effeds  of  concufiion.  The 
Ibate  of  the  patient  will  vary  confiderably  un- 
der thefe  different  circum fiances.  If  the  in- 
flammation be  violent  and  general,  the  patient 
will  be  irrational  and  diflurbed,  having  his 
mind  ftrongly  affeded  by  wrong  ideas,  and 
endeavouring  to  ad  in  confequence  of  them. 
If  the  inflammation  be  moderate,  and  affed 
the  furface  only,  he  will  be  irrational,  uneafy, 
refllefs,  and  perhaps  endeavour  to  get  out  of 
bed,  but  without  the  violence  of  mania. 
Should  a moderate  inflammation  be  blended 
with  the  effeds  of  concufiion,  he  will  have 
lefs  appearance  of  irrationality,  will  lie  pretty 
quiet,  and  inattentive  to  flight  impreffions,  as 
appeared  in  the  cafes  related. — I am  not  able 
to  particularize  every  variety  that  may  occur 
in  the  fymptoms ; but  in  all,  there  muft  be 
more  or  lefs  derangement  of  the  powers,  both 
mental  and  corporal,  depending  upon  the 
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degree  of  inflammation*. — The  fymptoms 
which  chiefly  characterize  the  complaint,  are 
thofe  of  an  increafe  of  fenflbility ; the  pupils 
of  the  eyes  are  contracted ; the  patient  often 
withdraws  his  arm  on  being  touched,  and  his 
pulfe  and  tongue  denote  general  as  well  as 
local  inflammation.  It  feems  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  that  thofe  means  which  in  gene- 
ral cure  inflammation,  fhould  be  prolecuted 
very  vigoroufly  at  the  commencement  of  this 
complaint,  flnce  otherwife,  although  they  may 
check,  they  will  not  overcome  it.  Large 
blood-lettings,  brifk  purging,  and  extenflve 
counter- irritation  by  blifters,  ought  to  be 
employed  at  the  very  commencement ; for, 
if  omitted,  then  the  difeafe  will  become  efta- 
blifhed,  and  the  powers  of  the  body  will  foon 
be  too  much  funk  to  admit  of  the  lame  aCtive 
treatment  at  a later  period. 

* An  unufual  infirmity  of  the  bodily  powers  is  fometimes 
obferved,  accompanied  with  tremors,  low  delirium,  and  ex- 
ceedingly rapid  pulfe;  yet,  on  difledtion,  a (light  inflamma- 
tory appearance  of  the  pia  mater  and  brain  is  all  that  can  be 
difcovered.  Such  a flute  fometimes  occurs  after  an  abfcefs 
has  formed  in  the  brain. 
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I have  here  reprefented  the  general  eflfedts 
of  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  when  it  antes 
from  previous  violence.  In  other  cafes  indeed, 
where  it  comes  on,  as  it  were,  fpontaneoufly, 
or  without  any  powerfully  exciting  caufe  (in 
which  cafe  it  generally  falls  under  the  care  of 
the  phyflcian),  it  has  appeared  to  have  affedted 
the  brain  but  little,  and  to  have  been  very  flow 
in  its  progrefs,  and  inadtive  in  its  nature.  In 
fuch  cafes  it  has  produced  a depofltion  be- 
tween the  tunica  arachnoidea  and  the  pia  ma- 
ter, or  a colledtion  of  ferum  between  the 
former  membrane  and  the  dura  mater.  Un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  I have  learned  that 
the  rationality  of  the  patient  has  been  fcarcely 
deranged.  And  as  fuch  a hate  of  difeafe  may 
occur  after  an  accident,  I have  therefore 
thought  it  right  to  mention  it  in  this  place. 


Cafes  of  Difeafe  of  the  Bone  and  Dura  Mater . 

The  difeafes  of  the  cranium,  and  confe- 
quent  affedtions  of  the  dura  mater,  have  been 
well  defcribed  by  fome  French  and  German 
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furgeons*.  But  as  they  have  not,  I believe, 
been  explained  by  Englifh  writers,  I fhall  con-  . 
firm  the  accounts  which  we  have  received  of 
them,  by  additional  cafes ; and  afterwards 
offer  fome  remarks  on  this  fubjedt. 

CASE  XVI. 

A man,  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of 
age,  was  falivated  for  complaints  in  his  head, 
fuppofed  to  be  venereal.  There  were  two 
tumours  of  the  fcalp ; one  a little  before  the 
coronal  future,  and  the  other  a little  above 
the  pofterior  fuperior  angle  of  the  left  parietal 
bone.  The  man’s  health  was  greatly  reduced 
by  the  courfe  of  medicine  he  had  undergone, 
as  well  as  by  the  difeafe,  which  had  confider- 
ably  increafed  during  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
The  integuments  covering  the  pofterior  tu- 
mour, had  ulcerated  ; and  a probe  could  be 
palTed  under  them  fo  as  to  difcover  a confi- 

* Vide  Monf.  Louis’  Memoire,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
Mem.  de  PAcad.  de  Chirnrgie,  and  Haller’s  Difputationes 
Chirurgicae. 
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derable  extent  of  bare  and  carious  bone.  The 
furgeon,  under  whofe  care  he  was  admitted 
into  the  hofpital,  divided  the  integuments, 
and  perforated  the  difeaied  bone,  which  was 
found  feparated  from  the  dura  mater.  That 
membrane  alfo  had  a very  morbid  appearance, 
being  covered  with  a foft  fubftance  of  a dirty 
reddifh  colour.  On  preding  down  the  dura 
mater  with  a probe,  to  fee  if  it  was  detached 
to  any  extent,  nearly  a table-fpoonful  of 
healthy  pus  iffued  from  beneath  the  bone, 
about  an  inch  behind  the  part  perforated. 
The  furgeon  thought  this  might  be  fufficient 
to  relieve,  and  therefore  deferred  makine  an- 

o 

other  perforation.  But  the  man,  who  had  lain 
rtupid,  though  not  irrational,  and  had  fubful- 
tus  tendinum  accompanied  with  great  debili- 
ty, grew  (hortly  after  delirious;  in  which  flate 
he  continued  about  two  days,  when  he  be- 
came convulfed,  and  died. 

On  dilfedtion,  purulent  matter  was  found 
on  the  dura  mater  beneath  both  the  carious 
portions  of  bone.  The  membrane  alfo,  which 
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was  detached,  was  much  thickened,  fo  as  in 
fome  degree  to  indent  the  furface  of  the  brain. 
The  pia  mater  was  generally  inflamed  -y  and  a 
larger  quantity  of  fluid  than  ufual  was  found 
in  the  ventricles. 

CASE  XVII. 

An  old  man  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital 
for  a complaint  of  giddinefs  and  pain  in  his 
head.  Upon  examination,  a tumour  was  per- 
ceived over  the  left  parietal  bone,  into  which 
an  incifion  was  made,  and  a good  deal  of 
matter  difcharged.  The  pericranium  was  found 
to  be  detached  for  three  inches  in  length,  and 
two  in  breadth.  In  the  middle  of  the  bare 
bone,  which  feemed  to  be  dead,  and  really 
was  fo,  granulations  of  a healthy  appearance 
had  fprouted  up.  Thefe  arofe  from  the  dura 
mater,  and  had  made  their  way  through  the 
bone.  The  patient’s  health,  which  was  mo- 
derately good  at  the  time  of  his  adtniflion  into 
the  hofpital,  gradually  declined  $ and,  after 
about  fix  weeks,  the  pain  in  his  head  became 
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particularly  fevere.  From  this  time  he  be- 
came gradually  comatofe,  took  no  food,  and 
foon  died. 

On  diffedtion,  the  dura  mater,  beneath  the 
carious  bone,  was  found  detached,  and  had 
granulated.  Much  pus  lay  between  the  left 
hemifphere  of  the  brain  and  the  falx;  and  the 
whole  of  the  dura  mater  covering  the  right 
hemifphere  was  lined  with  healthy  pus, 
which  adhered  to  its  furface,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  fecreted  by  that  membrane. 

The  cafes  of  difeafed  bone  which  require 
perforation  cf  the  cranium,  have  not  been  fuf- 
ficiently  treated  of  by  any  Englifh  writer. 
Mr.  Pott  has,  indeed,  noticed  the  difeafe  and 
death  of  portions  of  the  fkull,  that  fucceed 
to  contufions ; but  he  has  not  fufficiently  ex- 
plained the  affections  of  the  membranes  of  the 
brain,  which  even  thefe  difeafes  fometimes 
occafion.  The  circumftance  which  feems 
particularly  to  have  attra&ed  his  attention,  is 
the  inflammation  and  fuppuration  in  the  di- 
ploe,  which  proceed  from  injury  done  to  the 

bone. 
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bone.  The  exigence  of  that  complaint,  how- 
ever, is  eafily  known ; for  while  there  is  a 
fixed  pain  in  that  part  of  the  bone,  there  is  no 
general  inflammation,  or  but  very  little,  of 
the  dura  mater.  The  difeafe  continues,  too, 
a much  longer  time  without  producing  any 
ferioufly  bad  fymptoms,  than  any  diforder  of 
the  internal  parts  could  do.  When  matter  is 
formed  in  the  diploe,  the  pericranium  will 
certainly  feparate  from  the  bone,  and  the  ex- 
ternal table  of  the  fkull  will  undoubtedly  pe- 
rifh.  In  a cafe  fo  clearly  marked,  the  condud 
to  be  purfued  i^  obvious,  which  is,  to  remove  a 
portion  of  the  external  table  with  the  trephine, 
fo  as  to  difcharge  the  matter  colleded  in  the 
diploe,  without  which  no  relief  can  be  ob- 
tained. I have  feen,  in  feveral  cafes  where 
the  operation  was  performed  early,  that  the 
external  table  came  away  within  the  circle  of 
the  trephine,  the  matter  was  difcharged  from 
the  medullary  part  of  the  bone,  and  the  in- 
ternal table  remained  found  and  entire,  cover- 
ing the  dura  mater.  Granulations  foon  arofe, 
and  the  patients  got  well,  with  the  exfoliation 
only  of  a portion  of  the  outer  table.  The  mis- 
chievous 
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chievous  confequences  of  delaying  the  opera- 
tion when  once  the  difeafe  is  known,  mud;  be 
evident ; for  the  matter  collected  within  the 
bone,  having  no  natural  outlet,  will  prefs  on 
every  fide,  firft  gradually  deftroying  the  di- 
ploe,  fometimes  extending  itfelf  over  almofl 
the  whole  of  the  cranium,  and  at  laft  occa- 
fioning  the  partial  abforption  of  both  tables,  fo 
that  the  fkull  after  death  (hall  be  found  perfo- 
rated with  a number  of  holes,  like  a piece  of 
worm-eaten  wood.  Thefe  holes  afford  a dis- 
charge to  the  matter,  which  not  only  oozes 
out  beneath  the  pericranium,  but  alfo  infinu- 
ates  itfelf  between  the  fkull  and  dura  mater ; 
till  at  length  the  patient  finks,  worn  out  by 
the  irritation  and  fever  which  this  painful  and 
extenfive  difeafe  creates ; unlefs,  as  it  fome- 
times happens,  he  is  previoufly  deftroyed  by 
inflammation  attacking  the  membranes  of  the 
brain. 

Suppuration  of  the  diploe,  and  the  death  of 
a portion  of  the  bone,  are  the  common  effefts 
of  injury  done  to  the  cranium  ; and  fuch  a 
morbid  date  may  indeed  occur  at  fome  di- 
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fiance  of  time  from  the  receipt  of  the  injury. 
But  the  difeafe  which  the  cafes  reprefent,  ge- 
nerally arifes  without  an  obvious  caufe.  An 
affection  of  the  dura  mater  is  almofl  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  fuch  a difeafe  in 
the  bone.  In  fyphilis  it  probably  takes  place 
later  than  in  any  other  inflance  ; for  that  dif- 
order  attacks  the  outfide  of  the  fkilll,  which 
it  gradually  deflroys  ; the  inner  table  and  the 
dura  mater  remain  found  till  the  laft.  But 
when,  as  in  the  complaint  I am  now  conii- 
dering,  the  whole  bone  is  involved  in  difeafe, 
we  can  no  more  exped:  that  the  dura  mater 
Oiould  remain  unaffected  within,  than  that  the 
pericranium  fhould  continue  found  and  at- 
tached without;  for  that  membrane  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  periofleum  to  the  internal  table 
of  the  fkull.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  gene- 
ral, the  dura  mater  feparates,  and  becomes 
thickened  from  a depofition  and  fubfequent 
organization  of  coagulable  lymph  between 
its  layers.  This  thickening  is  fofrie  times  con- 
fiderable,  fo  as  to  form  a tumour  which  caufes 
an  indentation  in  the  cerebrum ; as  happened 
in  a very  remarkable  degree  in  the  cafe  of  the 

Sieur 
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Sieur  le  Gallois,  related  by  M.  Louis*.  Some- 
times the  dura  mater  fecretes  pus,  which  be- 
ing confined  within  the  cranium,  produces  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  &c.  At  others,  gra- 
nidations  arife  from  the  irritated  membrane, 
and,  making  their  way  through  the  bone, 
form  thofe  tumours  fo  well  defcribed  in  the 
Memoir  juft  referred  to.  This  took  place  in 
one  of  the  cafes  I have  related ; and  is  a re- 
markable inftance  of  the  power  which  granu- 
lations poffefs  of  removing  bone.  The  difeafe, 
however,  does  not  confine  itfelf  to  the  part 
firft  attacked ; for  if  the  irritated  fbate  of  the 
dura  mater  be  not  appeafed,  thickenings  will 
take  place  in  other  parts  of  that  membrane ; 
or  the  inflammation  becoming  more  extended, 
fuppuration  may  be  produced  even  over  the 
oppoiite  hemifphere  of  the  brain,  as  happened 
in  both  the  cafes  which  I have  related. 

I do  not  mean  to  fay  that  in  every  cafe  of  dif- 
eafed  cranium,  even  where  both  tables  of  the 
fkull  are  equally  affected,  the  perforation  of  the 

* bee  Mem.  de  l’Ac.ad.  de  Chirurg.  tom.  V.  It  alfo  took 
place  more  flightly  in  one  of  the  cafes  which  I have  related. 
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bone  is  indilpenfably  required.  I know  it 
often  happens  that  the  bone  exfoliates,  with- 
out any  bad  efteCts  having  been  produced. 

But  furely  no  furgeon,  who  perceives  the 
danger  of  delay,  would  hefitate  to  remove 
all  the  dead  portion  of  bone,  if  lymptoms  de- 
noting  general  irritation  of  the . dura  mater 
take  place.  The  bed:  event  that  can  be  ex- 
pected., is,  that  the  bone  will  at  length  exfo- 
liate without  much  pain  to  the  patient,  or  in- 
jury to  his  conftitution.  By  removing  the 
dead  bone,  and  giving  an  early  and  free  dis- 
charge to  any  matter  collected  beneath  it,  the 
irritation  which  it  occafioned  will  be  taken 
away,  the  difeafed  hate  of  the  dura  mater  will 
gradually  fubiide,  and  healthy  granulations 
arife  from  its  furface ; nor  will  any  farther 
difeafe  occur  in  other  parts  of  that  membrane. 
M.  Louis  tells  us,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
Memoir  already  quoted,  in  what  manner  ex- 
perience had  taught  him  to  treat  fungi  of  the 
♦ dura  mater.  He  fays  that  “ the  whole  of 
“ the  tumour  fbould  be  expofed,  which  can- 
“ not  happen  till  the  bony  circle  which  con- 

“ ceals 
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“ ceals  its  bails,  is  removed ; and  that  after- 
“ wards  means  fhould  be  employed  to  deftroy 
“ the  flefhy  excrefcence*.”  Although  the 
deftrudion  of  the  fungus  might  be  proper 
for  the  fake  of  expedition,  and  although  it 
can  perhaps  be  attended  with  no  harm,  by 
whatever  means  effeded  j yet  it  may  not  be 
neceffary.  Like  other  animal  fungi,  it  will 
probably  ceafe  to  grow,  and  foon  difappear, 
when  the  irritation  which  occaiioned  it  has 
been  removed. 

In  cafes  of  tumours  forming  within  the 
fkull,  it  is  of  confequence  to  determine  from 
what  part  they  proceed.  In  general,  they 
will  be  found  to  fpring  from  the  dura  mater, 
and  to  be  the  effed  of  difeafe  in  that  mem- 
brane, induced  and  kept  up  by  irritation. 
Surgeons  have  endeavoured  either  to  reduce 
them  by  cauftic;  to  retrain  them  by  preffurej 

or  to  take  them  off  by  ligature  or  the  knife : 

/ 

The  excellent  effects  of  fuch  bold  but  judicious  'prac- 
tice are  well  fliewn  in  a cafe  related  in  the  9th  Paper  of 
Haller’s  Difputationes  Chirurgicae,  Vol.  I.  in  which 'a 
piece  of  difeafed  bone,  fix  inches  and  a half  in  circum- 
ference, was  removed. 
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and  the  excrefcences  have  either  ceafed  or 
continued  to  grow,  according  as  the  irrita- 
tion which  gave  rife  to  them  has  been  re- 
moved or  not.  If  the  former  happened,  the 
furgeon  has  fometimes  attributed  undeferved 
merit  to  the  means  he  had  employed  for  the 
cure. 

Thofe  tumours  which  come  from  within 
the  dura  mater,  may  poffibly  differ  in  their 
kind  in  different  difeafes ; but  all  that  I have 
ever  feen  were  of  the  fame  nature  > and  thofe 
have  been  defcribed  in  a former  part  of  this 
Effay. 

What  I have  written  muff  appear  very  de- 
ficient, if  it  be  confidered  as  regarding  the 
effects  of  injuries  of  the  head  in  general. 
But  my  intention  has  been  only  to  endeavour 
to  illuftrate  particular  points  of  pra&ice,  by  a 
relation  of  cafes  feledted  from  a confiderable 
number  of  each  kind. 


\ 


A 


SUPPLEMENT 

TO  THE 

ESSAY 

ON  THE 

LUMBAR  ABSCESS. 


SINCE  my  former  publication  orf  this 
fubjedt,  I have  met  with  feveral  intereft- 
ing  cafes,  which  I fhall  now  relate,  together 
with  the  conclulions  drawn  from  them,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  occurred. — It  may 
not  be  improper,  however,  previoudy  to  men- 
tion, that  George  Tucker,  the  perfon  on  whom 
1 fird:  tried  this  method  of  difcharging  the 
matter  without  leaving  a permanent  opening 
in  the  cyft,  and  whole  body  I have,  not 
long  ago,  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing, never  had  the  lead:  return  of  his  com- 
plaint. After  quitting  the  hofpital,  he  tra- 
velled over  a confiderable  part  of  England 

^ 4 for 


88  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ESSAY 

for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  lived  very 
irregularly.  When  I next  faw  him,  he  had 
come  up  from  Portfmouth  to  get  into  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hofpital,  on  account  of  an  ulcer 
on  the  prepuce,  accompanied  with  eryfipela- 
tous  inflammation  and  floughing ; for  which 
he  was  admitted,  and  foon  got  well.  In  re- 
lating his  cafe,  I have  faid  that  he  had  a con- 
flant  cough,  and  probably  difeafed  lungs. 
This  opinion  has  fince  been  verified ; for, 
about  a year  and  a half  ago,  he  was  feized  with 
hemoptyfis,  of  which  he  died.  When  I 
opened  the  body  in  order  to  inlpedl  the  feat 
of  his  former  complaint,  1 found  fome  diffi- 
culty in  railing  the  peritoneum  from  the  pfoas 
and  quadrati  lumborum  mufcleS,  owing  to  a 
thickened  ftate  of  the  cellular  fubftance  con- 
necting thefe  parts ; but  the  alteration  was  fo 
inconfiderable,  that  I believe  it  might  have 
palled  without  notice  in  the  ordinary  direc- 
tion of  the  body. — The  fpine  had  never  been 
in  the  leaf!  difeafed. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

The  next  cafe  which  I had  occafion  to  fee 
after  thofe  already  related,  was  that  of  Charles 
White,  a patient  of  Mr.  Blicke’s,  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hofpital.  This  man,  who  was 
thirty-lix  years  of  age,  and  not  unhealthy, 
had  a lumbar  abfcefs,  which  prefented  be- 
neath the  fafcia  of  the  thigh,  and  which  there 
was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  connected  with  any 
difeafe  of  the  fpine.  From  this  abfcefs  I 
difcharged,  by  punCture,  twenty-four  ounces 
of  healthy  pus,  and  healed  the  orifice.  The 
patient  fuffered  fome  weaknefs  and  derange- 
ment of  health ; but  they  were'Tiot  confider. 
able.  The  operation  was  repeated  every  fort- 
night; and,  by  the  fifth  time  of  performing  it, 
the  quantity  had  decreafed  to  four  ounces.  At 
the  end  of  another  fortnight,  I made  the  open- 
ing to  difcharge  the  matter,  larger  than  com- 
mon, and  did  not  attempt  to  unite  it,  but  di- 
rected a poultice  to  be  applied  to  the  thigh, 
and  the  patient  to  be  kept  in  bed.  No 
perceptible  derangement  in  his  health  took 

place 
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place  in  confequence  of  this.  The  lips  of  the 
wound  granulated,  which,  I think,  is  always  a 
good  fign ; the  fafcia  feemed  to  adhere  to  the 
parts  beneath  ; and  in  the  courfe  of  a month 
he  was  thought  w'ell  enough  to  leave  the  hof- 
pital,  although  there  was  hill  fome  matter 
difcharged  from  the  wound.  In  a few  weeks 
more,  the  part  was  entirely  healed ; nor  had 
lie  afterwards  any  return  of  the  complaint. 

CASE  II. 

/ 

— — Harris,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  had  a 
confiderable  collection  of  matter  beneath  the  • 
integuments  of  the  abdomen,  forming  a mo- 
derately prominent  tumour,  about  three  inches 
in  diameter,  and  feated  juft  above  Poupart’s 
ligament.  The  patient  had  buffered  a great 
deal  from  pain  in  his  loins ; and  the  motion  of 
the  thigh  had  been  much  impeded,  but  was 
now  tolerably  free.  Indeed  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  matter  had  been  originally 
formed  in  the  loins ; from  whence  it  was  vio- 
lently impelled,  fo  as  to  elevate  the  prominent 
integuments  of  the  abdomen,  whenever  he 

coughed. 
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coughed  — By  permiflion  of  Mr.  Long,  un- 
der whole  care  he  was  admitted  into  the  hof- 
pital,  1 pundtured  the  tumour,  and  difcharged 
about  24  ounces  of  pus,  mixed  with  fome 
flakes  of  a curd-like  lubflance.  The  wound 
healed  readily,  and  no  confiderable  alteration 
of  his  health  enfued,  though  he  found  him- 
felf  weaker  for  fome  days  after  the  operation. 
— At  the  end  of  a fortnight,  I made  a fecond 
pundture,  and  let  out  between  fix  and  feven 
ounces  of  a turbid  fluid.  He  now  thought 
himfelf  fo  much  better  than  after  the  firft 
evacuation,  that  he  went  out  of  the  hofpital ; 
but  returned  again  at  the  expiration  of  a fort- 
night, when,  by  a third  pundture,  fix  ounces 
of  purulent  matter  were  difcharged ; and,  af- 
ter another  week,  four  ounces  more  were  let 
out.  A cauftic  was  now  applied  to  his  loins, 
and  four  or  five  peas  ufed  to  keep  the  ulcer 
open ; from  which  time  no  matter  could  be 
difcovered  in  the  abfcefs  during  the  fix  weeks 
that  he  remained  in  the  hofpital. 

About  eighteen  months  after  this,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  hofpital  on  account  of  a fever 

and 
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and  fore  throat  3 and  it  appeared  he  had  never 
experienced  any  farther  complaint  in  his 
loins. 

This  cafe,  I think,  is  very  interefting,  inaf- 
much  as  it  contributes  to  prove  that  the  ca- 
vity of  a lumbar  abfcefs  may  be  entirely  obli- 
terated without  the  cyft  undergoing  any  of 
thole  changes  which  generally  take  place 
when  it  is  laid  open. 


CASE  III. 

William  Hankes,  when  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  had  a collection  of  matter  formed 
in  his  loins,  which  defcended  beneath  Poupart’s 
ligament,  and  elevated  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh. 
The  formation  of  this  matter  had  not  been  at- 
tended with  pain  3 neither  were  the  motions 
of  the  thigh  impeded  during  its  collection. 
The  elevated  portion  of  the  fafcia  was  about 
three  inches  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth  3 
and  the  impulfe  communicated  to  it  from  the 
loins,  on  coughing,  was  diftinCt,  though  not 
very  forcible. — I punCtured  the  abfcefs,  and 

difcharged 
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difcharged  twelve  ounces  of  pus,  in  which  there 
were  fome  flakes  of  coagulum.  The  wound 
healed  fpeedily,  and  the  patient  not  only  fuf- 
fered  no  inconvenience,  but  even  found  himfelf 
better  than  before  the  operation. — After  three 
weeks’  time,  the  matter  which  was  collected 
gave  lo  little  prominence  to  the  fafcia,  that, 
when  I pundtured  it,  I was  apprehenfive  of 
injuring  the  fubjacent  parts ; and  not  more 
than  between  five  and  fix  ounces  of  pus 
flowed  from  the  orifice  on  this  occafion. — As 
the  quantity  of  matter  contained  in  the  abfcefs 
at  firfl:  was  lmall  when  compared  with  that 
in  many  other  cafes  which  terminated  well, 
as  the  patient  alfo  was  young,  and  apparently 
capable  of  fuiiaining  the  degree  of  irrita- 
tion likely  to  enfue,  I thought  there  was  no 
great  rifque  in  leaving  the  orifice  unclofed. 
Accordingly,  a poultice  was  applied  over  the 
part ; and  I hoped  that,  by  thus  endeavouring 
as  much  as  poflible  to  leflen  inflammation 
about  the  wound,  I might  prevent  any  confi- 
derable  degree  of  it  from  taking  place  in  the 
cyft.  For  fome  time  the  fafcia  felt  fore, 
and  was  painful  when  the  integuments  were 

preffed; 
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prefled ; but  this  tendernefs  abated  in  about 
ten  days ; the  difcharge  alfo  lefTened,  and  there 
appeared  ground  to  hope  that  the  patient 
would  foon  get  well.  He  was  now  attacked 
with  pain  in  his  loins,  accompanied  by  fever: 
the  difcharge  alfo  increafed,  and  had  a fetid 
fmell.  Tliefe  fymptoms,  however,  gradually 
abated,  but  left  the  patient  greatly  reduced  in 
ftrength.  After  a fhort  interval,  he  again  ex- 
perienced a fimilar  relapfe  and  recovery,  by 
which  his  weaknefs  was  ft  ill  farther  increafed. 
He  had  been  occaftonally  troubled  with  cough, 
which  now  became  very  conftant,  but  with- 
out any  expectoration ; and  I obferved  that  he 
drew  in  very  little  air  when  he  infpired. — As 
the  abfcefs  difcharged.  largely,  and  the  ftrength 
of  his  conftitution  was  rather  declining,  I 
made  a large  iftue  in  the  integuments  of  his 
loins,  with  a view  to  leflen  the  internal  dif- 
eafe.  This  feemed  to  be  of  great  fervice ; for 
the  pain  of  his  loins  went  off,  and  the  dif- 
charge from  the  abfcefs  abated  gradually,  and 
at  laft  became  inconfiderable.  Still,  however, 
he  did  not  recover  his  health ; and  the  country 
air  was  now  recommended  by  Dr.  Latham, 

who 
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who  had  prefcribed  for  him,  during  his  illnefs, 
thofe  medicines  which  his  diforder  feemed  to 
require.  He  accordingly  left  the  hofpital,  and, 
at  the  end  of  ten  months,  returned  to  town  ; 
when  the  wound  in  his  thigh  hill  continued 
to  difcharge  a frnall  quantity  of  matter.  After- 
wards, a thickening  of  the  integuments  on 
the  front  of  the  thigh  took  place ; and  two  or 
three  fmall  ulcers  formed  there,  which  did 
not  readily  heal,  but  were  fometimes  in  a bet- 
ter and  fometimes  in  a worfe  hate. — I faw 
him  occafionally,  for  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  had  tried  the  effedt  of  fea-bathing. 
His  health,  however,  was  not  good,  though  it 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  fuller  from  the  re- 
mains of  the  abfcefs,  which  neither  occalioned 
pain  nor  hindered  his  walking.  At  lah,  his 
hrength  declining,  he  was  again  admitted  into 
the  hofpital,  under  Dr.  Latham’s  care.  He 
was  now  much  troubled  with  cough,  and 

hedfcic  fever;  and,  under  the  fafcia  of  the 

/ 

other  thigh,  oppoiite  to  the  dorfum  of  the 
ilium,  a fre(h  abicefs  appeared,  which,  how- 
ever, had  no  communication  with  the  abdo- 
men. The  pGwers  of  his  conllitution  wrere 
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now  evidently  broken,  and  he  gradually  funk, 
and  died. 

Being  greatly  hurried  for  time  during  the 
only  opportunity  I had  of  infpeCting  the  body, 
my  examination  of  it  was  very  curfory.  I can, 
therefore,  only  fay  that  both  lungs  were  irre- 
gularly and  generally  indurated ; that  the  ca- 
vity of  the  original  abfcefs  ftill  remained  open, 
but  was  contracted  into  a narrow  fiftula  lead- 
ing from  the  thigh  to  the  middle  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle.  There  was  another  large  abfcefs  on 
the  oppofite  pfoas  mufcle,  which  had  not  yet 
defcended  to  the  thigh,  where,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  there  was  alfo  an  abfcefs  of 
confiderable  magnitude,  but  unconnected  with 
this  in  the  loins.  The  lumbar  vertebrae  were 
perfectly  found. 

That  the  death  of  this  man  was  not  owing 
to  the  original  abfcefs  in  the  loins,  is  to  me 
very  obvious.  That  abfcefs  did,  indeed,  for  a 
confiderable  time*  greatly  diflurb  his  confti- 
tution ; but  it  afterwards  became  indolent,  and 
acquired  a hate  incapable  of  exciting  irrita- 

i 
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tion.  The  derangement  of  health  which  he 
fuffered,  was,  I think,  uncommon  ; and  the 
difpoiition  which  different  parts  had  to  form 
matter,  was  alfo  unufually  great. 

CASE  IV, 

Having  unfortunately  loff  the  minutes 
which  I took  of  the  next  cafe  that  occurred 
in  the  hofpital,  I can  only  give  fuch  a gene- 
ral account  of  it  as  my  memory  fupplies. 
The  fubjed  of  it,  Doods  King,  who  was  un- 
der the  care  of  Mr.  Blicke,  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  of  a very  fickly  afped. 
The  abfcefs  prefented  beneath  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment ; it  contained  at  firft  about  20  ounces  of 
curdly  matter,  and  was  punctured  four  times, 
with  the  ufual  progreffive  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  matter  difcharged  : but  before  the 
fifth  time  of  opening,  one  of  the  pundured 
places  ulcerated.  There  was  indeed,  from  the 
beginning,  in  this  cafe,  a great  difpofition  in 
the  fkm  to  inflame  and  ulcerate,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  I could  heal  the  orifices  made 
to  let  the  matter  out.  As  foon  as  the  cavity 

had 
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had  thus  become  open,  a poultice  was  applied 
to  the  part,  and  confinement  to  bed  ftriCt- 
1 y enjoined.  The  patient  became  fomewhat 
weaker,  but  no  fever  enfued.  I did  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  go  about,  however,  for  a long  time, 
left  the  motion  of  the  parts  fhould  induce  in- 
flammation. The  abfeefs  at  laft  became  per- 
fectly indolent  itfelf,  and  un-irritating  to  the 
conflitution ; but  it  did  not  fhe w much  dilpo- 
fition  to  heal. — He  was  difeharged  in  this 
ftate,  and  promifed  to  apply  again  if  his  com- 
plaint became  troublefome.  I faw  him  about 
a month  after  his  difmiflion,  when  he  men- 
tioned a defign  of  going  into  the  country 
fince  which  I have  not  heard  of  him. 

CASE  V. 

A poor  girl,  nineteen  years  of  age,  whofe 
fpine  was  greatly  diflorted  from  difeafe  of  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebras,  had  a collection  of 
matter  formed  in  her  back,  which  made  its 
way  along  the  right  pfoas  mufcle,  and  now 
diftended  the  fafeia  of  the  thigh  lo  much,  as 
to  occafion  a rednefs  of  the  integuments,  and 

. a dif- 
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a difpofition  in  them  to  ulcerate.  She  was 
very  thin,  and  of  a delicate  appearance ; but 
her  appetite  was  good,  and  her  pulfe,  though 
frequent,  was  regular,  and  moderately  ftrong. 
IlTues  were  made  in  the  integuments  on  each 
fide  of  the  curvature  in  the  lpine  ; and  the 
abfcefs  being  pundtured,  two  quarts  of  mat- 
ter were  dilcharged  from  it.  At  the  end 
of  a fortnight,  I let  out  another  quart,  of 
a ferous  fluid  rendered  turbid  by  pus.  Af- 
ter a like  interval,  fourteen  ounces,  and  again 
ten  ounces,  of  a iimilar  fluid,  were  evacuated. 
During  all  this  time  fhe  fuffered  no  derange- 
ment in  her  health ; on  the  contrary,  both 
her  appetite  and  flirength  were  increafed;  a 
convincing  proof  that  it  is  not  the  quantity  of 
matter  difcharged,  but  the  irritation  which 
patients  undergo  in  thefe  cafes,  that  exhaufts 
their  flrength.  Indeed,  whoever  reflects  upon 
the  great  lofs  of  nutritive  matter  which  is 
often  fuftained  with  little  injury  by  delicate 
females,  where  the  contents  of  a difeafed 
ovarium  are  frequently  drawn  off,  will  rea- 
dily admit  this  conclufion. 

H 2 
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The  patient  now  became  rather  feveriffi, 
her  fkin  being  hot  and  dry,  and  fhe  was 
thirdly  and  refllefs  : at  the  end  of  the  fort- 
night, the  fafcia  of  the  thigh  was  fo  little  ele- 
vated, that  it  was  difficult  to  pundture  it,  and 
fix  ounces  of  matter  only  were  difcharged. 
During  the  next  fortnight,  her  health  im- 
proved, and  fhe  daily  went  out  into  the  air 
upon  crutches,  which  the  deformity  of  her 
fpine  had  long  obliged  her  to  ufe.  I now 
wiffied  her  to  return  home,  and  to  come  to 
the  hofpital  every  fortnight  or  three  weeks, 
as  fhe  might  find  it  neceffiary.  Before  her 
difmiffion,  however,  I once  more  pumftured 
the  fafcia,  and  let  out  fix  ounces  of  fluid. 
This  was  done  on  Saturday;  and  when  I came 
to  the  hofpital  on  Monday,  I was  not  a little 
furprifed  to  find  the  tumour  in  the  thigh  as 
large  and  tenfe  as  when  I firfl  faw  it.  The 
integuments  were  alfo  affedted  with  confider- 
able  eryfipelatous  inflammation;  her  pulfe  was 
a hundred  and  fixty,  and  very  irregular ; her 
breathing  quick,  and  fo  extremely  difficult  as 
to  indicate  fome  uncommon  affection  of  the 
parts  concerned  in  refpiration ; her  face,  too, 

* expreffed 
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expreiled  the  greateft  difquiet  and  alarm;  All 
the  account  I could  obtain  from  the  patient 
was,  that  fomething  had  burft  within  her  dur- 
ing the  preceding  night. — She  did  not  conti- 
nue long  in  this  diltrefsful  ftate,  but  died  be- 
fore I came  to  the  hofpital  next  day. 

On  examining  the  body,  I found  a great 
quantity  of  healthy  pus  beneath  the  fafcia  of 
the  thigh.  I then  traced  the  channel  of  the 
lumbar  abfcefs  (which  was  about  an  inch  in 
diameter)  up  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  right 
crus  of  the  diaphragm.  I could  not  purfue  it 
farther  without  dividing  that  mufcle  ; but  I 
palTed  my  finger  through  an  opening  in  the 
diaphragm,  and  found  that  I could  introduce  it 
between  the  proceffes  of  fome  of  the  dorfal 
vertebras  (which  were  carious  and  deficient), 
fo  as  to  touch  the  medulla  fpinalis.  I now 
thought  it  right  to  open  the  thorax;  and  hav- 
ing removed  the  lungs,  I difcovered  a large 
abfcefs  which  had  formed  beneath  the  pleura 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  fpine,  and  which  if  ill 
contained  fome  matter.  From  this  alfo,  I 
could  pafs  my  finger  through  the  fpinal  canal 

H 3 to 
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to  the  abfcefs  on  the  oppofite  fide ; the  tranf- 
verfe  procefies  of  the  vertebras  on  both  Tides 
being  carious,  and  in  part  deficient. 

It  was  now  clear,  that  the  abfcefs  from 
which  I had  difcharged  the  matter  by  punc- 
ture, extended  from  the  dorfal  vertebras  to  the 
thigh ; but  that  a large  abfcefs  had  alf6  formed 
on  the  oppofite  fide  beneath  the  pleura,  which 
forced  its  way  through  the  carious  fpine,  and 
again  filled  the-  cavity  of  the  primary  one. 
But  why  the  mere  burfiing  of  this  fecond  abf- 
cefs, in  the  manner  defcribed,  fhould  have 
occafioned  fuch  extraordinary  derangement  of 
the  lyfiem,  and  efpecially  fuch  difficult  refpi- 
ration,  is  not  fo  eafily  explained. 

CASE  VI. 

James  White,  aged  twenty-five  years,  came 
from  Effex  to  be  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Hofpital,  on  account  of  a lumbar  abf- 
cefs. He  had  fuffered  much  from  pain  of  his 
loins  for  twelve  months ; and  for  fome  time  pafi 
had  experienced  a difficulty  in  lifting  up  his 
right  thigh.  There  was  a curvature  in  the 

dorfal 
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dorlal  vertebrae ; but  that,  he  informed  me, 
was  an  old  complaint.  Yet,  from  the  ge- 
neral appearance  of  the  man,  from  the  diffi- 
culty he  had  in  moving  the  upper  part  of 
the  trunk  upon  the  lumbar  vertebra?,  and 
from  the  caution  with  which  he  attempted 
this  motion,  I could  not  but  fufpedt  a dif- 
eafe  of  the  fpine.  Iffiies  were  therefore 
made  in  the  loins ; and  on  the  25th  of 
June,  I let  out  two  quarts  of  purulent  fluid 
from  beneath  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh.  He  had 
lefs  pain  in  his  back  after  the  operation ; and 
though  he  was  teafed  with  a cough,  his 
ftrength  did  not  fuffer  any  diminution. — On 
July  7th,  I difcharged  from  the  abfcefs  four- 
teen ounces  more,  of  a turbid  brownifh  fluid. 
On  the  17th,  though  the  tumour  in  the  thigh 
was  inconliderable,  yet  the  part  firfl  pun&ured 
was  elevated  and  inflamed.  It  feemed  that 
the  pundture  in  the  integuments  had  healed, 
while  that  in  the  fafcia  had  not  united  firmly, 
but  had  fuffered  the  matter  to  pafs  through  it, 
fo  as  to  elevate  the  fkin.  To  remedy  this, 
which  threatened  to  lay  open  the  cavity  of 
the  abfcefs,  I was  obliged  to  pun&ure  it  in  an- 

H 4 other 


JOq  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ESSAY 

other  place  ; and  eight  ounces  of  fluid  were 
difcharged.  The  patient  was  now  in  much 
better  health  than  he  had  been  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  was  able  to  lift  up  his  thigh  without 
pain.  I therefore  fet  him  to  exercife  the  muf- 
cles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  difeafe, 
thinking  that  if  the  exertion  did  not  produce 
irritation,  it  might  anfwer  a good  purpofe. 
With  this  view,  he  flood  upon  the  leg  of  the 
found  fide,  and  alternately  lifted  up  and  let  fall 
the  other,  until  he  was  fomewhat  fatigued.  By 
frequent  repetition  of  this  exercife,  the  muf- 
cles  of  the  difeafed  fide  acquired  confiderable 
flrength;  and  in  a little  time  he  felt  himfelf  (to 
ufe  his  own  expreflion)  “able  to  go  to  plough.” 

The  fafcia  of  the  thigh  was  pun£lured  every 
fortnight  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards  every 
three  weeks.  When  he  had  been  nearly  three 
months  in  the  hofpital,  he  became  tired  of  the 
conflnement,  and  feeling  himfelf  flrong,  was 
very  folicitous  to  have  the  ablcefs  opened,  and 
fuffered  to  difcharge  itfelf.  The  difeafe  of  the 
fpine  made  me  unwilling  to  comply  with  his 
defire;  and  I fent  him  into  the  country  for 

three 
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three  weeks,  that  he  might  afcertain,  by  the 
journey,  whether  he  was  as  flrrong  as  he  fup- 
poled ; thinking  that  if  he  bore  it  without  fa- 
tigue, it  might  be  of  fervice  to  him.  At  the 
lame  time,  I gave  him  ftricft  injunctions  not 
to  exert  himfelf  if  his  loins  or  thigh  became 
painful ; and,  in  that  cafe,  to  return  again  by 
the  frit  conveyance.  It  was  live  weeks,  how- 
ever, before  he  came  back ; when  I found 
that  the  abfcefs  had  inflamed,  and  burfl:,  about 
twenty  days  after  he  left  town;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  became  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not 
bear  removal.  He  was  now  in  a molt  wretched 
condition,  being  fcarcely  able  to  turn  in  bed, 
from  the  weak  and  painful  Hate  of  his  loins;  his 
pulle  was  rapid,  and  his  lkin  hot,  and  he  had 
occaflonal  fits  of  chillinefs  fucceeded  by  fweat- 
mg.  He  became  confiderably  better,  how- 
ever, and  continued  fo  for  fome  time,  in  con- 
fequence of  the  attention  paid  to  him  in  the 
hofpital ; but  his  health  again  declined ; and 
after  leveral  relapfes,  with  intervals  of  tempo- 
rary amendment,  he  at  M funk,  and  died  at 

the  end  of  three  months  from  his  re-admif- 
fion. 
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With  a view  to  lefien  the  exceffive  irrita- 
tion which  prevailed  in  the  cyft  after  the  abf- 
cefs  had  become  open,  I tried  to  injedt  a fo- 
lution  of  opium,  but  could  not  force  it  above 
Poupart’s  ligament ; though  I think  that  the 
quantity  which  was  injedted,  and  which  was 
retained  for  fome  time,  proved  of  fervice  in 
this  refpedt.  The  only  way,  I believe,  in 
which  injedtions  could  be  applied  to  the 
whole  extent  of  the  fac,  would  be,  by  mak- 
ing an  opening  immediately  below  Poupart’s 
ligament,  and  introducing  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  abfeefs  a piece  of  hollow  bougie,  or  fome 
fimilar  canula,  through  which  the  liquid  might 
be  pufhed  by  means  of  a fyringe.  But  whe- 
ther injedtions  of  this  or  any  other  kind  would 
prove  of  fufficient  benefit  to  vindicate  fuch  an 
attempt,  my  experience  does  not  enable  me 
to  fay. 

On  opening  the  body  after  death,  I found 
that  the  abfeefs  extended  upwards  to  fome 
dileafed  vertebra?.  The  difeafed  bone,  how- 
ever, did  not  immediately  come  into  view  on 
lifting  up  the  peritonaeum  5 for  the  tendinous 

expan- 
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expanfion  which  covers  the  bodies  of  the  ver- 
tebra?, was  hill  entire,  and  formed  a kind  of  cyft 
difiended  with  matter.  When  this  was  open- 
ed, it  was  found  to  contain  pus,  together  with 
the  fragments  of  three  of  the  bodies  of  the 
lumbar  vertebras;  there  being  ten  or  twelve 
detached  pieces  of  bone  lying  upon  the  me- 
dulla fpinalis,  and  furrounded  with  matter. 
This  was  evidently  a peculiar  difeafe  of  the 
fpine,  which  neither  cauftics  nor  any  other 
remedy  could  alter.  It  greatly  refembled  that 
difeafed  hate  which  fometimes  occurs  in  the 
carpus  and  tarfus,  in  which  the  fmall  bones 
compoling  thefe  parts  are  broken  down,  and 
lie  confined  in  a ligamentous  capfule,  fur- 
rounded  with  matter.  If  the  dead  portions 
of  the  vertebras  had  not  been  thus  confined, 
they  might  have  had  fome  chance  of  removal ; 
but  under  the  circumftances  already  noticed, 
it  is  mod  probable  that  they  would  remain, 
and  ad  as  extraneous  bodies,  exciting  irrita- 
tion, and  increafing  the  difeafe. 
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CASE  VII. 

April,  1795. — Robert  May,  aged  thirty, 
was  about  three  years  ago  attacked  with 
fevere  pain  in  his  loins,  which  has  continued 
in  a greater  or  lefs  degree  ftnee  that  time. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  winter  the  pain  be- 
came very  fevere,  during  the  continuance  of 
which  he  was  unable  to  lift  up  his  thigh ; and 
foon  after,  he,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  remarked  a 
fwelling  in  his  groin.  The  pain  then  gradu- 
ally abated,  and  he  recovered  the  power  of 
moving  his  thigh  with  tolerable  freedom. — 
About  three  months  ago,  he  difeovered  an- 
other fwelling  beneath  the  glutasus  mufcle  of 
the  fame  fide.  The  fwelling  on  the  front  of 
the  thigh  appeared  large  and  fpherical,  and 
the  matter  was  forcibly  impelled  from  his 
loins  whenever  he  coughed.  The  patient, 
who  was  of  a pale  complexion,  with  llender 
feeble  mufcles,  had  alfo  confiderable  diffi- 
culty in  performing  the  natural  motions  of  the 
fpine ; from  which  circumftances,  as  well  as 
from  the  long  continuance  of  the  difeafe,  it 

feemed 
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feemed  very  probable  that  the  vertebrse  were 
affe<fted. 

The  fir  ft  time  I punctured  the  abfcefs, 
about  forty  ounces  of  thin  lerous  pus,  mixed 
with  fome  coagula,  were  evacuated.  Three 
<iays  after  the  operation,  he  had  much  pain  in 
his  back,  on  which  account  iftues  were  made 
there,  and  were  attended  with  relief.  The 
abfcefs  was  pun6tured  fix  times,  at  intervals 
of  a fortnight,  till  at  laft  the  quantity  of  mat- 
ter dilcharged  did  not  exceed  five  ounces. 
His  health  during  this  time  became  much 
better ; but  the  repeated  wounds  made  by  the 
lancet  produced  a confiderable  degree  of  en- 
largement in  the  lymphatic  glands  on  the 
front  of  the  thigh.  This  indeed  had  oc- 
curred to  me  in  other  cafes,  but  never  in  fo 
great  a degree.  One  of  the  largeft  of  the 
glands  fuppurated  and  ulcerated  5 and  the  ge- 
neral tumour  was  fo  great,  as  to  preclude  any 
farther  attempt  to  pun&ure  the  fafcia.  I was 
therefore  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  other 
means,  from  one  of  which  I experienced 
much  advantage.  Having  applied  leeches  and 

aqua 
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aqua  lithargyri  acetati  to  the  tumour,  with- 
out any  effedt,  I was  induced  to  try  emetics  * 
one  of  which,  confiding  of  half  a drachm  of 
vitriolated  zinc  and  one  grain  of  vitriolated 
copper,  the  patient  took  twice  a week.  The 
ufe  of  thefe  was  followed  by  a great  abate- 
ment in  the  fwelling  of  the  glands ; and  no 
fluid  was  collected  in  the  abfeefs  for  more 
than  fix  weeks,  although,  during  that  time, 
thefe  medicines  were  gradually  left  off. 

As  I could  now  do  no  more  for  the  patient, 
and  thought  that  he  would  recover  his  health 
fooner  out  of  the  houfe,  he  was  made  an  out- 
patient. In  little  more  than  a fortnight,  how- 
ever,  he  returned.  A new  inflammation  had 
attacked  his  loins,  where,  as  it  appeared,  the 
difeafe  had  not  abated  fufflciently  to  allow  of 
much  exertion  in  exercife.  He  was  again  ad- 
mitted into  the  hofpital,  in  hopes  that  this  at- 
tack might  fubflde  during  a hate  of  refl. 
Very  unfortunately,  however,  the  ulcerated 
gland  partook  of  the  general  inflammation, 
and  the  fore  enlarged.  A poultice  was  now 
applied  over  the  front  of  the  thigh ; but  on 

the 
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the  fourth  day  after  his  re-admiffion,  the  ul- 
ceration extended  into  the  cavitv  of  the  abf- 
cefs  ; which  circumifance  was  known  by  the 
quantity  of  ferous  difcharge  that  followed  on  - 
the  removal  of  the  poultice  ; nearly  a tea- cup- 
full  of  this  kind  of  fluid  came  away  daily. 

Although  his  fufferings  were  not  immedi- 
ately aggravated  by  the  abfcefs  being  thus  laid 
open,  yet  the  parts  foon  acquired  that  hate 
which  is  ufually  found  to  take  place  in  lum- 
bar abfcefles,  efpecially  when  connected  with 
a difeafe  of  the  fpine.  The  difcharge  became 
profufe,  thin,  and  fetid.  He  could  fcarcely 
move  himfelf  in  bed,  and  felt,  he  faid,  as  if  his 
back  was  broken.  His  appetite  entirely  forfook 
him,  and  his  nights  were  pafled  without  reft. 
From  this  ftate  I certainly  expected  that  he 
never  would  recover ; yet,  after  lingering  in 
it  foi  more  than  two  months,  a change  for  the 
better  took  place.  T.he  tides  of  the  opening 
granulated,  and  both  the  quantity  and  fetor  of 
the  difcharge  abated.  Some  degree  of  appe- 
tite again  returned,  and  he  acquired  fufficient 
ftrength  to  walk  about  the  ward.  The  wea- 
ther 
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ther  was  at  this  time  warm;  and  as  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  going  to  the  fea-fide,  I encou- 
raged him  to  do  fo.  His  complaint,  how- 
ever, did  not  get  any  better  there ; on  the 
contrary,  he  returned  weaker  than  he  went, 
with  the  addition  of  a conliderable  curva- 
ture of  the  fpine  about  the  lumbar  verte- 
bras. His  illnefs  now  feemed  to  be  kept 
up  rather  by  the  difeafe  of  the  vertebras 
than  by  the  peculiar  flate  of  the  abfcefs.— 
IHiies  were  made  in  his  loins,  and  confine- 
ment to  bed  enjoined.  Under  this  plan,  his 
health,  for  a fhort  time,  improved  ; but  the 
abfcefs  continued  to  difcharge  profufely,  and 
he  afterwards  became  helical,  and  died.  His 
body  was  removed  from  the  hofpital  before  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  fpine. 
— -I  have,  in  other  cafes,  feen  people  recover 
where  the  fpine  has  been  much  difeafed,  un- 
der fimilar  treatment.  It  feems  to  be  very 
eflential  to  preferve  the  difeafed  bone  as  free 
from  motion  as  poffible,  and  to  keep  up  a 
conliderable  counter-irritation  by  ilTues. 


CASE 
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CASE  vnr. 

Elizabeth  Smyth,  aged  twenty-feven,  had 
a lumbar  abfcefs,  which  prefented  beneath  the 
fafcia  of  the  thigh.  The  previous  fymptoms 
rendered  the  nature  of  the  complaint  indif- 
putable  and  as  die  not  only  (hewed  evident 
marks  of  a lcrofulous  habit,  but  alfo  felt 
confiderabie  inability  in  moving  the  (pine, 
there  was  great  reafon  to  fufpedl  that  the  abf- 
cefs originated  from  a difeafe  in  the  bone.  She 
«v  as  like  wife  troubled  with  cough,  and  drew  m 
\eiy  little  air  when  (he  inipired.  Her  appetite, 
too,  was  often  deficient,  and  her  bowels  fre- 
quently difordered.  It  may  alfo  be  added,  that 
her  brother,  who  greatly  refembled  her,  was 
at  this  time  a patient  in  the  hofpital,  under 
Mr.  Long,  on  account  of  a fcrofulous  difeafe 
of  the  fpine,  which  had  occafioned  an  affec- 
tion of  the  medulla  fpinalis.  When  all  thefe 
circumfrances  were  taken  into  account,  (lie 
certainly  appeared  a fubjedt  by  no  means  ca- 
pable of  fufraining  the  irritation  and  diforder 
which  tlic  burfling  of  a lumbar  abfcefs  might 

I "be 
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be  expedted  to  produce.  I therefore  punc- 
tured the  abfcefs  immediately,  and  difcharged 
from  it  twenty  ounces  of  flaky  matter  : and 
having  healed  the  wound,  I gave  her  emetics 
of  vitriolated  zinc  and  copper,  and  afterwards 
of  ipecacuanha,  twice  or  three  times  a week, 
for  fix  weeks.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  there 
was  fo  little  matter  in  the  abfcefs,  that  I 
thought  it  too  fmall  to  be  pundtured  with 
fafety ; and  as  her  health  was  too  infirm  to 
admit  of  the  emetics  being  continued,  I tried 
to  produce  abforption  of  the  remaining  mat- 
ter, by  palling  the  electric  fluid  through  the 
abfcefs.  Very  fmall  eledfric  fhocks*  were 
accordingly  fent  from  different  parts  by  the 
fide  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  down  to  the 
groin,  and  upper  part  of  the  affedfed  thigh  ; 

/ 

* Thefe  fmall  fiiocks,  which,  for  the  fake  of  diftinCtion,,  > 
I fhall  call  electric  vibrations  (a  term,  I believe,  generally 
applied  to  them),  were  made  by  difcharging  a fmall  jar, 
the  coated  fur-face  of  which  did  not  exceed  fourteen  fquare 
inches  : and  bv  placing  the  ball  of  the  electrometer  at  a fmall 
diftance  from  the  conductor,  generally  about  a quarter  of  an 
inch,  one  of  the  difcharging  rods  was  moved  about  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  other  on  the  loins,  fo  that 
the  eleCtric  fluid  might  pafs  through  the  abfcefs. 

6 and,. 
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c.nd,  under  this  treatment,  the  contents  of  the 
abicefs  loon  dilappeared,  nor  did  any  farther 
collection  of  matter  take  place  during  the 
time  of  her  remaining  in  the  houfe,  which 
was  nearly  two  months.  The  electricity  alfo 
brought  on  the  menitrual  difcharge,  which 
foi  a long  time  had  been  very  irregular;  and 
her  general  health  was  greatly  improved  be- 
fore the  left  the  hofpital*. 


CASE  IX. 

Elizabeth  Hart,  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
had  buffered  greatly  from  pain  in  her  loins,  for 
ten  months.  During  that  time,  matter  had 
formed,  and  made  its  way  down  beneath  Pou- 
part’s  ligament,  in  fuch  quantity  as  confider- 
ably  to  diftend  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh.  She  was 
much  reduced  in  ftrength,  and  in  the  appear- 
ance of  health,  by  this  complaint ; but  as  her 
confhtution  was  good,  and  die  could  move 
the  fpme  with  facility,  there  was  no  realon  to 
fufpeft  any  difeafe  of  the  bone. 

* I have  lately  heard,  that  the  abfcefs  has  not  appeared 
again,  though  a year  has  fince  elapfed ; but  the  pain  in  her 
loins,  has  (as  might  be  expe&ed)  recurred. 

* 2 I punc- 
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I punctured  the  abfcefs,  and  difcharged  two 
quarts  of  very  healthy  pus,  ordering  her  occa- 
fional  emetics  after  the  orifice  had  clofed. 
She  could  not  continue  them  regularly,  how- 
ever; as,  during  their  ufe,  her  bowels  became 
difordered,  and  fhe  loft  her  appetite  and 
ifrength.  The  accumulation  of  matter  was, 
notwithftanding,  evidently  delayed  by  them  ; 
for  when,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  1 next 
punCtured  the  abfcefs,  only  one  quart  of  fe- 
rous  fluid  was  evacuated.  After  the  fpace  of 
a month  had  elapfed,  another  quart  was  dif- 
charged. During  this  time  fhe  had  taken 
emetics  occafionally ; but  her  health  was  far 
from  good,  and  the  pain  in  her  loins  was  hill 
confiderable. — I had  now  witneffed  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  electricity  in  the  cafe  of  the  lafl 
patient,  and  refolved  upon  trying  it  here.  It 
was  accordingly  repeated  three  times  a week, 
for  three  weeks.  At  firfl,  a fmall  collection 
of  fluid  in  the  abfcefs  was  perceptible ; but 
this  was  gradually  abforbed ; and  by  the  end 
of  the  third  week,  there  was  no  longer  any 
pain  in  her  loins,  her  health  was  greatly  im- 
proved, and  fhe  was  able  to  walk  about,  with- 
out 
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out  the  leaft  appearance  of  her  former  com- 
plaint. She  was  therefore  difcharged  from 
the  houfe ; but  came  once  a week,  for  fome 
time,  to  be  electrified*. 

The  two  laft  cafes  point  out  to  notice  a re- 
medy that  is  likely  to  be  of  much  advantage  in 
the  future  treatment  of  lumbar  abfcefs.  My 
experience  of  it,  however,  has  not  yet  enabled 
me  to  determine  how  far  it  may  be  generally 
beneficial.  In  one  in  fiance  where  I employed 
it  after  the  abfcefs  had  been  once  punctured, 
it  kept  the  matter  from  collecting  for  a long 
time;  but  the  patient  growing  tired  of  the 
confinement,  and  apprehenfive  left  the  lancet 
fhould  be  again  employed,  left  the  hofpital 
without  my  knowledge. — Of  another,  and 
fomewhat  analogous  difeale,  in  which  it  was 
tried,  though  not  with  complete  fuccefs,  I 
fhall  here  relate  the  particulars;  firft  remark- 
ing, that  all  the  obfervations  which  I have 
made  on  ele&ricity  applied  to  difeafed  parts, 

* This  patient  remains  at  prefent  in  perfect  health  ; nor 
is  there  any  reafon  to  expert  a relapfe. 
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lead  me  to  conclude,  that  it  a6ts  as  a ftimu- 
lus,  which  has  the  peculiar  effedt  of  accele- 
rating that  procefs  which  happens  to  be  going 
on  at  the  time. — Thus,  in  feme  hates  of  in- 
flammation, it  haftens  fuppuration,  whilft  in 
others  it  promotes  difperfion.  We  fhould 
therefore  always  endeavour,  previous  to  the 
ufe  of  this  remedy,  to  bring  the  tumour  or 
abfcefs.into  that  hate  in  which  its  progrefs  is 
hopped,  and  in  which,  perhaps,  it  is  rather 
inclined  to  recede  ; and  by  this  rule  I have 
been  guided  in  the  application  of  this  remedy 
to  lumbar  abfcefTes. 

I have  alfo  been  attentive  to  proportion  the 
number  and  hrength  of  the  vibrations  to  the 
effect  which  they  appeared  to  produce  on  the 
abfeefs : their  operation  feemed  to  be  moh  be- 
neficial when  they  occafioned  a kind  of  irrita- 
tion or  flight  unealinefs  in  the  part  for  a fhort 
time  after  their  application.  But  if  this  fenfa- 
tion  amounted  to  pain,  or  if  it  was  of  too  long 
continuance,  I then  fuppofed  that  the  famulus 
had  been  employed  in  too  great  a degree, 
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CASE  X. 

Ifrael  Brooks,  aged  twenty-five,  about  two 
years  ago,  was  firfl  feized  with  violent  pain  in 
his  loins,  which  prevented  him  from  either 
riding  or  walking  for  fome  time.  About  three 
months  afterwards,  he  had  the  rheumatifm  in 
the  joint  of  one  of  his  fingers,  which  fhifted 
to  his  wrift,  where  it  produced  a thickening 
and  difeafe  of  that  part ; and  at  prefent,  all 
the  carpal  bones  are  evidently  difeafed,  and 
difplaced.  This  difeafe  alfo  attacked  his  left 
knee,  where  it  occafioned  an  enlargement  of 
the  joint,  that  flill  continues.  Two  months 
after  this,  he  difcovered  a lwelling  beneath  the 
glutasus  mufcle,  which  has  gradually  increafed; 
and  fmce  that  time  the  pain  in  his  loins  has 
become  much  lefs  fevere,  but  a fenfation  of 
great  weaknefs  remains.  This  abfcefs  was 
fhewn  to  me  at  the  hofpital,  as  an  inflance  of 
a remarkably  large  one;  and  there  was  no 
doubt  but  that  it  contained  between  two  and 
three  quarts  of  matter.  There  was  alfo  a 
prominence  of  the  fafcia  on  the  front  of  the 
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thigh  below  Poupart’s  ligament,  accompanied 
with  evident  fluiftuation.  The  feveral  gen- 
tlemen who  examined  this  latter  tumour, 
thought  they  could  perceive  an  impulfe  given 
to  it  from  within,  whenever  the  patient 
coughed ; whence  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  its 
rife  from  a lumbar  abfcefs:  but  whether  the 
abfcefs  under  the  glutasus  mufcle  communi- 
cated with  the  loins  or  not,  we  were  unable 
to  determine,  as  no  fuch  impulfe  could  be  felt 
in  it. 


I gave  the  patient  emetics  of  vitriolated  zinc 
and  copper;  and  kept  up  an  eruption  of  pimples 
on  the  fkin  covering  the  abfcefs,  by  rubbing  it 
with  a flrong  folution  of  tartarifed  antimony. 
Gentle  ele.Pric  vibrations  were  alfo  daily  palled 
from  the  loins  through  the  front  of  the  thigh, 
and  alfo  through  the  gluteeal  abfcefs.  By  this 
treatment,  continued  for  two  months,  the  tu- 
mour was  very  much  reduced  in  fize  ; that  is, 
as  far  as  could  be  judged  of  by  the  eye  ; for  its 
U tuation  prevented  any  accurate  meafurement 
or  it.  In  fpite  of  our  endeavours,  however, 
fhe  patient’s  health  had  declined  fince  his  ad- 

million 
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million  into  the  hofpitai ; and  in  proportion  as 
he  loft  ftrength,  his  other  local  complaints  be- 
came worfe. — As  if  was  now  fummer-time, 
and  he  had  an  opportunity  of  going  to  the  fea, 
which  had  formerly  been  of  fervice  to  him,  I 
pun&ured  the  glutasal  abfcefs  without  lols 
of  time,  let  out  three  pints  of  healthy  pus, 
and  then  healed  the  opening.  His  weaknefs 
increafed  conliderably  after  this  difcharge,  and 
all  his  other  complaints  were  much  ap  _rra- 
vated.  The  ele&ricity  was  ftill  perfevered 
in ; and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  in  the  abfcefs  was  very  fmall ; 
I cannot  fuppofe  it  was  more  than  eight 
ounces. — I very  much  wifhed  to  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  frefh  punbtures  in  this 
cafe ; but  the  date  of  the  patient’s  health  ob- 
liged me,  however  relud/antly,  to  difcharge 
him ‘from  the  hofpitai. 

I have  always  found  that  abfceffes,  evacu-, 
ated  in  this  manner,  filed  again  to  one  half  or 
two  thirds  of  their  original  quantity  in  the 
fpace  of  a fortnight:  fo  that  here  alfo,  the  be- 
neficial 
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neficial  efFedts  of  electricity  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, fufliciently  manifefL 


Thefe  are  all  the  cafes  of  lumbar  abfcefs  that 
I have  had  the  treatment  of  lince  my  former 
publication  on  this  fubjedt.  There  are,  how- 
ever, fome  circumflances  in  two  others  that  I 
have  leen,  which  I think  beferve  attention, 
and  which  I fhall  therefore  briefly  relate? 

i 

CASE  XL 

Catharine  Vallance,  nineteen  years  old,  of  a . 
healthy  appearance,  but  having  a confiderable 
inclination  of  her  body  forwards,  from  a former 
difeafe  of  the  dorfal  vertebra),  had,  for  twelve 
months  before  I firfl  faw  her,  laboured  under 
levere  pain  of  her  loins,  accompanied  with 
fever.  There  was  at  that  time  a large  lumbar 
abfcefs,  the  matter  of  which  had  defcended 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  where  it  dil- 
tended  the  integuments,  fo  as  to  render  them 
prominent  and  thin.  A furgeon  pricked  this 

tumour 
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tumour  with  a lancet,  and  let  out  more  than  a 
pint  of  very  healthy  pus ; by  which  the  bulk 
of  the  fwelling  was  fcarcely  diminifhed : but 
as  no  more  matter  would  flow,  a piece  of 
flicking-plafler  was  applied  over  the  orifice. 
Four  days  afterwards,  another  furgeon,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  integuments  were  inflamed, 
and  the  punctured  part  much  difpofed  to  ul- 
cerate, made  another  aperture,  at  fome  di- 
fiance  from  the  former,  and  difcharged  three 
pints  of  good  pus  ; which  completely  emptied 
the  cavity.  The  lafl;  pun&ure  being  atten- 
tively clofed,  healed  readily ; and  the  firfl  loft 
its  difpofition  to  ulcerate.  The  young  woman 
continued  perfectly  in  health  for  ten  days, 
when  fome  little  diflention  of  the  abfcefs 
again  occurring,  the  firfl  punfture  ulcerated ; 
in  confequence  of  which  the  collected  matter 
made  its  way  out,  and  left  a permanent  open- 
ing into  the  cavity.  Confiderable  fever  now 
came  on,  the  patient’s  pulle  was  rapid,  her- 
tongue  white,  and  her  fkin  hot  and  dry ; but 
thefe  fymptoms  abated  after  a fhort  time,  and 
fhe  again  recovered  her  former  (late  of  healths 
the  abfcefs  not  falling  into  any  fecondary  flate 

of 
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of  difeafe  after  the  inflammation  went  off>  nor 
did  any  hedtic  fever  take  place  after  the  firfl 
derangement  of  the  confikution  had  fublided. 

Another  abfcefs  now  prefented  itfelf,  in  the 
fame  fltuation,  on  the  oppofite  fide.  As  foon 
as  this  had  acquired  fufficient  prominence  to 
give  fecurity  to  the  parts  beneath,  it  was 
punctured^  twelve  ounces  of  healthy  pus  were 
let  cut,  and  the  orihce  was  doled.  When 
the  matter  collected  again,  the  wound,  made 
to  difcharge  it,  was  buffered  to  remain  open. 
The  inflammation  which  took  place  in  the 
cyfb  in  confequence  of  this,  was  very  flight, 
and  hardly  affedted  the  confdtution : the  parts 
icon  became  indolent,  difcharging  but  little 
matter,  and  both  the  abfcefles  healed  gradu- 
ally. 

It  is  now  three  years  fince  this  cafe  occur- 

•/ 

red ; and  I have  lately  feen  the  patient,  who 
lias  experienced  no  inconvenience  from  the 
complaint  Alice  that  period. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIL 

A young  woman  had  a lumbar  abfcefs,  pro- 
fenting  in  die  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  from 
which  a furgeon  difcharged,  by  puncture, 
nearly  a quart  of  matter,  and  healed  the  open- 
ing. At  the  expiration  of  a fortnight,  a fe- 
cond  puncture  wras  made,  and  twelve  ounces 
of  matter  let  out.  The  daft  orifice  was  ciofed 
like  the  firft,  but  after  a few  days  it  ulcerated, 

j * 

and  the  cavity  of  the  abfcefs  became  expofed. 

• The  patient  now  growing  very  ill,  was  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital.  Her 
pulfe  was  quick,  but  not  deficient  in  ftrength; 
her  tongue  white,  and  her  ikin  hot  and  dry : 
the  difcharge  from  the  abfcefs  was  not  great, 
but  the  pain  of  her  loins  wars  very  fevcre.  A 
large  poultice  was  applied  to  the  thigh ; and 
the  common  faline  mixture,  with  fmall  doles 
of  antimonials,  was  given.  In  the  courfe  of  a 
week,  a coniiderable  change  took  place ; her 
pulfe,  though  dill  quick,  was  rather  feeble; 
her  tongue  moill,  and  not  furred  ; and  fhe 

had 
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had  frequent  perfpirations  without  any  evi- 
dent caufe  : the  pain  in  her  loins  abated  con- 
fiderably,  and  die  difcharge  from  the  abfcels 

became  copious,  thin,  and  fetid.  She  now 

✓ 

began  to  take  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  a month  gradually  recovered  from  this 
hate  of  debility.  Having  acquired  hrength 
enough  to  fit  up,  and  to  walk  a little  about 
the  ward,  fhe  one  day  imprudently  went  into 
the  air,  and  walked  until  fhe  was  much  fa- 
tigued. The  confequences  of  this  were,  a 
return  of  the  pain  in  her  loins,  with  quicknefs 
and  hardnefs  of  her  pulfe,  white  tongue,  and 
hot  and  dry  fkin.  As  the  pain  and  fever 
went  off,  they  were  fucceeded  by  an  increafed 
difcharge  from  the  ablcefs,  and  irregular  per- 
fpirations, which  gradually  abating,  the  abf- 
cefs  at  length  became  indolent,  and  no  longer 
affected  the  conftitution.  Warned  by  her 
former  experience,  fhe  now  took  exercife 
very  cautioufly ; and  when  fhe  found  fhe 
could  bear  motion  without  exciting  irritation 
in  the  abfcefs,  fhe  went  into  the  country, 
where  fhe  regained  her  health ; the  abfcefs 
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healed,  and  ilie  has  lince  continued  perfedly 
well. 

When  a permanent  opening  is  made  in  a 
lumbar  abfcefs,  the  part  generally  falls  into  a 
morbid  hate,  and  this  is  accompanied  by  a 
fympathetic  affedion  of  the  constitution,  cor- 
responding  in  its  nature  with  the  local  com- 
plaint. In  the  hr  ft  of  the  two  cafes  juft  now 
related,  both  the  local  and  constitutional  dil- 
eafe  were  of  a more  purely  inflammatory  kind, 
than  in  any  other  that  I had  ever  feen ; nor 
was  it  fucceeded  by  that  ill-conditioned  ftate 
of  the  fore,  accompanied  with  a thin  fetid 
difcharge,  and  hedic  fymptoms,  which  fo  fre- 
quently occur  in  this  diforder.  In  the  fecond 
«afe,  as  the  patient’s  general  health  was  tolera- 
bly good,  the  difeafe  in  the  beginning  ap- 
proached to  the  nature  of  common  inflamma- 
tion, then  gradually  acquired  the  ufual  ftate  of 
thefe  abScefles,  but  afterwards  became  indolent  5 
the  fympathetic  affedion  of  the  conftitution 
exadly  correfponded  to  the  ftate  of  the  abfcefs. 
At  firft  the  fever  was  inflammatory,  then  hec- 
tical; 
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tical ; and  when  the  local  complaint  became 
indolent,  the  general  hate  of  the  patient’s 
health  was  no  longer  afle&ed.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  hill  more  hrongly  appeared  after 
the  accidental  re -excitement  of  the  inflamma- 
tory fymptoms. 


When  I nrh  began  to  open  lumbar  abf- 
cehes  in  the  method  1 have  recommended  in 
this  and  my  former  Eflay  on  the  fubjedt,  I was 
extremely  lolicitous  to  do  it  in  fuch  a manner 
that  the  inner  part  of  the  aperture  might  adt 
like  a valve,  to  prevent  any  matter  from  ooz- 
ing out,  fo  as  to  keep  the  orifice  open.  I 
have  found,  however,  that  great  care  in  this 
refpect  was  quite  unneceflary.  I now  make 
the  opening  with  very  little  obliquity,  and  by 
uflng  a broad  abfcefs  lancet,  the  wound  is  ge- 
nerally fuflicient  io  give  a difeharge  to  thofe 
ccaguia  which  are  fo  frequently  found  in  the 
matter.  I always  completely  empty  the  abf- 
cefs, and  then  bring  the  lips  of  the  orifice  to- 
gether 
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gether  by  means  of  lint  and  flick ing-plafler, 
as  after  the  operation  of  phlebotomy*  and  over 
thefe  a comprefs  and  bandage  are  applied.  I 
drefs  the  wounds  every  fecond  day,  and 
of  late  have  found  little  difficulty  in  healing 
them,  though  many  of  them  granulate  before 
they  completely  unite.  The  only  trouble- 
fome  circumdance  that  has  lately  occurred  td 
me,  has  been  an  enlargement  of  the  lympha- 
tic glands  on  the  front  of  the  thigh,  at  the 
place  where  the  abfeefs  has  been  opened. 

I ffiould  not  have  been  fo  particular  m 
deferibing  what  may,  to  fome,  appear  un~ 
necellary  minutiae,  had  I not  known  in- 
fiances  where  this  mode  of  treatment  was 
completely  fruflrated  from  want  of  attention 
to  them. — With  regard  to  the  time  of  repeat- 
ing the  operation,  it  mufl  be  regulated  en- 
tirely by  the  circumflances  of  the'  cafe  ; the 
mattei  collecting  much  fafler  in  fome  perfons 
than  in  others.  It  is  bed,  I think,  to  wait  un  - 
til the  integuments  are  diffidently  elevated  to 
allow  of  a punCture  being  made  in  them 
without  any  hazard  of  wounding  the  parts 

K under- 
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underneath. — Many  patients  bear  even  the 
hrft  dilcharges  without  any  lots  of  flrength, 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  matter  eva- 
cuated is  very  confiderable  3 and  almoft  all 
that  I have  fecn,  improve  in  health  under  the 
lubfequent  ones.  The  great  difturbance  that 
enfues,  when,  either  by  accident  or  defign, 
a permanent  opening  is  made  in  a lumbar 
abfcels,  ihould  render  furgeons  extremely 
anxious  to  avoid  fuch  an  occurrence  altoge- 
ther, if  poffible,  or,  at  lead;,  to  delay  it  for  a 
conliderable  time  : and  although  the  danger 
and  the  fuffe rings  of  the  patient,  when  the 
ablcefs  is  opened,  will  be  much  greater  where 
there  is  difeafe  of  the  vertebrae ; yet,  as  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  in  the  third 
cafe,  this  caution  cannot  be  difregarded  with 
iafety,  even  when  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe&  any  morbid  condition  of  the  fpine.- 

/ 

The  great  benefit  derived  from  occafional 
emetics  and  electricity,  encourages  me  to 
hope  that  many  of  thefe  abfceffes  may  be 
difperfed  without  any  permanent  expofure  of 
their  cavity,  and  that  thus  the  patient  may 

efcape 
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eicape  the  fufferings  and  hazard  to  which 
1'uch  an  operation  necefiarily  expofes  him* 

Where  the  vertebra  are  found,  the  didurb- 
ance  excited  by  opening  the  abfcefs  will  in 
general  fubfide  gradually,  and  the  wound  will 
at  lad  become  indolent ; in  which  date  it  may 
remain  for  a confiderable  time  before  it  en- 
tirely heals,  but  without  adeeming  the  pa- 
tient s conditution.  Perfed  quietude  feems 
indifpenfably  necefiary  in  the  irritable  date  of 
this  diforder.  I have  thought  ifiues  very  ufe- 
ful  in  fome  cafes ; but  in  others  I could  not 
perceive  much  advantage  derived  from  them, 
A folution  of  opium  injeded,  in  one  cafe, 
feemed  beneficial,  though  it  did  not  afeend 
above  Poupart’s  ligament.  From  refieding 
that  the  date  of  the  conditution  follows,  and 
correfponds  with,  that  of  the  abfcefs,  I am 
drongiy  inclined  to  believe,  that  injedions 
may  be  ufeful,  in  preventing  the  cyd,  when  it 
has  become  open,  from  acquiring  that  morbid 
condition  which  induces  the  hedic  fever*  In 
the  records  of  former  pradice,  we  read  of 
many  extenfive  abfeefies,  into  w'hich  irritat- 
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ing  injections  were  daily  thrown.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ideas  which  now  prevail  among 
furgeons,  the  additional  irritation  excited  by 
thefe,  would  be  fuppofed  to  create  great  mif- 
chief;  yet,  we  are  told  that  thefe  patients  re- 
covered perfectly,  and  perhaps  for  the  very 
reafon  I have  fuggelted,  viz.  becaufe  the  abf- 
cefs  was  prevented  from  falling  into  the  pecu- 
liar morbid  date  which  induces  heCtic  fever. 

The  injecting  the  cavity  of  a lumbar  abf- 

cefs  cannot,  I believe,  be  effected,  unlefs  a 

flexible  pipe,  fuch  as  a hollow  bougie,  could 

be  introduced  into  it  from  beneath  Poupart’s 

ligament;  when  the  injection  might  be  thrown 

• 

in,  and  applied  to  the  whole  furface  of  the 
cyft,  In  general,  however,  it  would  require 
a new  opening  to  be  made  through  the  fkin 
and  fafcia  below  Poupart’s  ligament,  in  order 
to  effeCt  the  eafy  introduction  of  fuch  a ca- 
nula. 

\ 

I have  very  little  to  obferve  refpeCting  the 
medical  treatment  of  thefe  difeafes.  I ought, 
however,  to  mention,  that  I thought  the  ad- 

1 miniftra- 
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miniftration  of  opium,  at  regular  intervals, 
and  in  dofes  proportioned  to  the  caufe  which 
required  it,  was  very  ufeful  in  mitigating  the 
pain  and  irritability  of  the  abfcefs,  and  in 
confequence  the  correfponding  heCtic  fever. 
Although  later  experience  has  fhewn  me, 
that  lumbar  abfcefs  and  difeafed  vertebras  are 
more  frequently  connected  with  each  other 
than  at  firft  1 fuppofed,  ftill  I think  it  proba- 
ble that  they  are  much  lefs  fo  than  was  for- 
merly believed.  It  is,  perhaps,  a curious  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  in  the  firft  eight  cafes  of 
which  I gave  an  account,  there  was  no  reafon 
to  fuppofe  any  difeafe  of  the  fpine  exhted. 
In  the  prefent  twelve  cafes  which  I have  re- 
lated, the  three  patients  who  died,  penfhed 
from  the  extraordinary  degree  of  the  difeafe 
m the  bone.  One  woman,  whole  abicefs  was 
difperfed  by  electricity,  has,  in  my  opinion,  a 
difeafe  of  the  fpine,  and  may,  on  that  account, 
be  liable  to  a return  of  the  complaint.  All 
the  other  cafes,  where  the  difeafe  was  un- 
connected with  carious  vertebra?,  did  well, 
although  in  fome  of  them  the  abfcefs  was 
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large,  and  the  health  much  impaired  by  its 
formation. 


At  the  conclulion  of  my  former  Eflay  on 
lumbar  abfcefs,  I fuggefted,  that  this  mode  of 
letting  out  fluids  contained  in  facs  might 
prove  ufeful  in  fpina  bifida.  Only  one  in- 
stance of  this  difeafe  has  fince  occurred  to  me ; 
and  in  it  the  circumflances  were  fuch,  that 
little  could  be  hoped  for  from  any  means. 


CASE  XIII. 

A child,  about  four  months  old,  was  brought 
to  the  hofpital  for  advice.  From  its  fcreaming 
violently  at  times,  and  being  alfo  occafional- 
ly  affecfted  with  ftrabifmus,  I thought  there 
might  be  fome  difeafe  within  the  head ; but 
yet  the  child  fucked  heartily,  and  its  bowels 
were  in  a natural  hate.  But  the  complaint 
which  principally  required  attention,  was  a 
fpina  bifida  j the  tumour  was  as  large  as  an 
orange,  and  the  dura  mater  which  formed  the 

fac. 
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iac,  had  protruded  through  a vacancy  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  facrum.  The  integuments 
covering  the  tumour  were  as  thick  and  in- 
elaftic  as  the  upper  leather  of  a fhoe,  except 
at  one  part,  where  ulceration  had  lately  taken 
place,  and  formed  an  opening  through  which 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  dura  mater  had  juft 
begun  to  efcape.  The  thickened  ftate  of  the 
integuments  probably  arofe  from  a variety  of 
irritating  applications  being  employed  to  di- 
fperfe  the  tumour. — As  I knew  that  the  child 
mull  fhortly  perifh  if  nothing  were  done,  I 
pun&ured  the  fwelling  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  ulcerated  part,  and  let  out  fix  ounces  of 
perfectly  limpid  fluid.  I then  clofed  the 
aperture  by  means  of  ftieking-plafter,  drefl- 
ing  the  fore  with  mild  falve,  and,  afterwards 
laying  a comprefs  over  the  whole,  made  a 
flight  degree  of  preflure  on  the  part  by  ap- 
plying moderately  broad  flips  of  ftieking- 
plafter  over  the  comprefs.  Upon  removing 
thele  dreftings  the  fecond  day  after  the  ope- 
ration, I found  the  pundture  quite  healed,  the 
ulcerated  orifice  clofed,  and  the  fore  having  a 
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healthy  appearance  : the  fac  was  now  about 
half  filed.  In  two  days  after,  the  ulcer  was 
much  better,  and  the  fac  nearly  full.  I now 
again  difcharged  by  puncture  about  the  fame 
quantity  of  limpid  fluid,  and  afterwards  ap- 
plied the  comprefs  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
thickened  fkin  fell  into  wrinkles  when  the 

* . > v \ * v ; . : * 

fluid  was  let  out,  but  fhewed  no  difpofition  to 
contract.  The  punCture  was  repeated  every 
fourth  day  for  fix  weeks,  during  which  time 
the  child’s  health  continued  unaffected ; but 

, ,-4  . • i ' r*  ■ ... 

the  great  obftacle  to  recovery  flill  remained, 
viz.  want  of  contractility  in  the  fkin,  the  di- 
menfions  of  which  did  not  feem  to  have  va- 
ried from  what  they  were  at  firft.  The  plafter 
which  covered  one  of  the  punCtures  being 
now  by  fome  accident  rubbed  off,  the  fluid 
continued  to  ooze  out ; nor  could  this  orifice 
be  afterwards  brought  to  unite.  The  dif- 
charge  gradually  changed  from  a limpid  to  a 
puriform  appearance ; and  in  a few  days  the 
child  died,  but  with  much  lefs  pain,  convul- 
fion,  or  figns  of  inflammation,  than  in  any 
cafe  that  I had  feem 
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When  the  body  was  examined,  I difco- 
vered  more  than  one  error  in  the  formation 
of  the  fpine  and  parts  connected  with  it. 
There  was  not  only  a deficiency  of  bone, 
which  allowed  me  dura  mater  to  protrude 
and  elevate  the  integuments  in  the  manner 
already  defcribed,  but  the  medulla  fpinalis,  or 
a fubhance  of  an  apparently  fimilar  nature, 
was  continued  into  the  facrum,  and  there 
joined  to  that  part  of  the  dura  mater  which 
made  the  front  of  the  bag.  The  nerves 
compofing  the  Cauda  equina  went  off  at  their 
ufual  place.  But  there  were  other  nervous 
filaments  which  arofe  from  the  unnatural 
piolongation  of  the  medulla  fpinalis  men- 
tioned above,  and  which,  like  it,  terminated 
in  the  dura  mater  forming  the  fac. 

In  fome  cafes  of  fpina  bifida,  the  fkin  co- 
vering  the  tumour  has  not  a natural  texture; 
but  in  this  cafe  the  difeafed  date  of  it  was  the 
effed;  of  improper  treatment.  Under  fuch 
circumstances,  much  benefit  cannot  be  ex- 
pcded  from  this  mode  of  treatment ; but 

where 
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where  the  integuments  are  found,  and  natu- 
rally elaitic,  and  where  the  malformation  con- 

iifds  merely  in  a defedt  of  a fpinous  procefs,  I 

< • 

entertain  hopes  that  a gradual  contraction  of 
the  fac  may  enfue,  if  it  be  occafionally  emp- 
tied, and  moderately  comprefTed.  This  up- 
fuccefsful  cafe  is  related,  as  it  fhews,  that, 
where  the  circumftances  are  more  favourable, 
the  attempt  at  a cure  may  at  leaft  be  made 
without  any  hazard. 
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IRRITABILITY. 


FONTANA  obferved,  that  a mufcle 
which  could  no  longer  be  excited  to 
contrad  beneath  water,  was  yet  capable  of 
acting  again  when  removed  from  that  fitua- 
tion,  and  expofed  for  fome  time  in  contad 
with  air  previous  to  its  being  Simulated. 
This  obfervation  fuggefted  an  idea,  that  air 
was  in  fome  way  or  other  conducive  to  irrita- 
bility. In  the  Journal  de  Phyjique  are  two 
Memoirs,  by  Dr.  Girtanner,  in  which  that 
gentleman  endeavours  to  prove  that  irritabi- 
lity depends  on  the  oxygenous  gas  taken  into 
the  blood  during  refpiration,  and  is  in  a dired 
ratio  to  the  quantity  admitted  ; an  opinion 
which  fome  later  writers  in  this  country  feem 
inclined  to  adopt.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to 
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conceive,  how  oxygenous  gas  Ihould  in  fo 
effential  a manner  fupport  the  irritability  of 
the  body ; and  the  opinion  that  it  does  fo,  is 
contradictory  to  all  the  ideas  of  that  function* 
which  we  derive  from  general  phyliological 
refearch. — -The  queftion,  if  not  abfolutely  to 
be  determined,  yet  as  it  appeared  to  me  ca- 
pable of  being  illuftrated  by  experiment,  I 
endeavoured  to  examine  in  the  following 
manner : 


EXPERIMENT  I. 

If  the  newly-difcovered  method  of  excit- 
ing animal  electricity  be  employed,  a vivid 
contraction  of  the  mufcles  will  follow,  as  long 
perhaps  as  they  retain  their  power  of  aCting 
in  this  way.  I accordingly  had  recourfe  to 
this  mode  of  excitation,  in  order  to  afcertain 
how  long  mufcular  aCtion  would  continue 
under  certain  circumftances. 

Having  killed  a frog,  I feparated  the  pelvis 
and  lower  extremities  from  the  trunk,  de- 
orived  them  of  their  ikin,  and  divided  them 
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at  the  fymphyfis  pubis.  One  leg  was  put 
into  a bottle  containing  oxygenous  gas  pro- 
cured from  manganefe,  and  which  was  very 
pure  ; the  other  into  a bottle  containing  at- 
mofpheric  air  : the  quantity  in  each  bottle 
was  about  lix  ounce  meafures,  and  the  limbs 
were  fupported  in  the  airs,  and  wholly  fur- 
rounded  by  them.  After  five  hours,  the 
mufcles  had  nearly  ceafed  to  a d in  both 
limbs ; thofe,  however,  of  the  thigh  belong- 
ing to  that  limb  inclofed  in  the  common  air, 
ading  more  vividly  than  the  others ; but  in  a 
little  time,  even  thefe  could  be  no  longer 
excited. — Upon  comparing  the  limbs  after- 
wards, the  mufcles  of  that  which  had  been 
expofed  to  the  oxygene  gas  were  evidently 
the  mod:  flabby. — Several  other  trials  were 
made  with  a fimilar  refult ; whence  I am  dif- 
pofed  to  conclude,  that  oxygenous  gas  has  no 
greater  power  of  fupporting  the  irritability  of 
parts  feparated  from  an  animal,  than  the  com- 
mon atmofphere. 

In  fome  of  the  experiments,  the  mufcles 
have  continued  to  a£t  after  eighteen  hours- 

but 
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but  with  little  difference  of  flrength  in  thfc 
two  limbs.  This  variety  in  the  duration  o£ 
the  excitability  probably  depends  on  the  de- 
gree of  vigour  poffelfed  by  the  individual 
animal  from  which  the  limbs  were  taken  * 
for  all  thofe  gaffes  which  are  injurious  when 
refpired,  generally  deflroy  the  life  of  the  de-*^ 
tached  parts  of  animals  in  nearly  an  equal 
fpace  of  time. 

EXPERIMENT  II, 

Having  prepared  the  limbs  of  another  frog 
in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the  former  expe- 
riment, I introduced  one  of  them  into  a bot- 
tle of  azotic,  and  the  other  into  a bottle  con- 
taining an  equal  quantity  of  hydrogene  gas, 
in  order  to  fee  the  comparative  effects  of  thel’e 
fluids  upon  animal  irritability.  The  limb 
which  was  kept  in  azotic  gaz  for  two  hours 
and  a half,  w;as  incapable  of  being  any  longer 
excited;  but  that  in  the  hydrogene  gas  acted 
faintly  after  being  kept  nearly  four  hours,  in 
that  gas  : the  former  alfo,  on  examination, 
appeared  very  flabby. — Several  repetitions  of 

this 
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this  experiment  afforded  the  fame  confe- 
quences. 


EXPERIMENT  III. 

The  prepared  limbs  of  a frog  were  put 
into  two  equal  quantities  of  carbonic  and  ni- 
trous gas : both  limbs  ceafed  to  ad  in  an  hour 
and  a half. 

EXPERIMENT  IV. 

One  limb  of  a frog,  prepared  in  the  man- 
ner defcribed,  was  inclofed  in  a veffel  of  car- 
bonated hydrogene  gas : at  the  end  of  an  hour 
and  a half,  it  would  no  longer  contrad.  The 
other  limb  was  immerfed  in  water,  from 
whence,  after  an  hour  and  a quarter,  it  was 
taken  out  Riff  and  without  adion : but  on 
foftening  the  rigid  mufcles  by  the  application 
of  warmth  with  moiflure,  and  afterwards  ex- 
pofing  the  limb  to  the  air,  I again  excited 
perceptible  contradions. 
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EXPERIMENT  V. 

I put  one  prepared  limb  of  a frog  undef 
the  exhaufted  receiver  of  an  air-pump ; it 
lay  on  a plate  of  glafs  fupported  by  a cup; 
Zinc  was  placed  beneath  the  thigh,  and  gold 
under  the  leg ; and  by  means  of  a probe 
palling  through  a collar  of  leather,  I could 
touch  both  metals,  fo  as  to  excite  the  mufcles 
to  contraction.  This  I did  occafionally,  and 
found  the  limb  capable  of  excitement  fof 
twenty- two  hours.  The  correfponding  limb 
which  was  left  expofed  to  the  atmofphere, 
alfo  contracted  at  the  end  of  that  time  ; fo 
that  it  was  doubtful  which  of  them  retained 
their  powers  in  the  greater  degree. 

The  fame  experiment  was  repeated  feveral 
times,  with  refults  fo  nearly  alike,  that  I am 
induced  to  believe  irritability  continues  very 
little  longer  in  common  air  than  it  does  in  the 
exhaufled  receivers  of  an  air-pump. 

I have  frequently  produced  numerous  con- 
tractions in  the  limbs  of  frogs  inclofed  in 
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azotic,  hydrogenous,  and  other  gaffes;  which 
likewife  tend  to  fhew  that  the  caufe  of  ir- 
ritability does  not  depend  upon  oxyp'ene  for 
its  power  of  action. 

\ 

Thefe  experiments,  I think,  fhew  the  im- 
propriety of  a term  now  commonly  employed, 
by  fome  perhaps  metaphorically,  but  which 
, many  receive  in  a literal  fenfe,  I mean,  the  ex- 
hauftment  of  irritability  during  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  mufcles : furely,  if  it  was  exhauff- 
ed,  it  could  not  be  fo  completely  renewed  as 
to  continue  to  produce  vivid  contra&ions  for  a 

long  time  under  fuch  a variety  6^  circum- 
flances. 

The  event  of  thefe  experiments,  however, 
imparts  no  new  information ; it  only  tells  us 
what  we  knew  before,— that  azotic,  carbonic, 
and  hydrogenous  gaffes  are,  in  different  de- 
grees,  injurious  to  life  ; and  that  oxygene  gas, 
by  itfelf,  is  not  more  beneficial  than  common 
air.  The  experiments  fhewing  the  Jong  con- 
tinuance of  life  and  a&ion  in  mufcles  placed 
under  an  exhauffed  receiver,  are,  however, 
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worthy  of  notice;  as  they  feem  to  prove,  that 
the  caufe  of  irritability,  when  once  it  has  been 
formed,  does  not  require  the  afhftance  of  ex- 
ternal matter  tor  the  performance  of  its  func- 
tions ; and  that  it  is  lefs  fufceptible  of  change 
in  this  fituation,  than  when  expofed  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  different  gaffes,  which  perhaps 
impair  its  vigour,  or  conduct  it  away  from  the 
animal  fibre. 

That  the  decomposition  of  oxygenous  gas 
in  the  living  body  is  the  great  fource  of  ani- 
mal heat,  feems  now  to  be  fully  proved  ; but 
how  far  it  contributes  to  the  production  of 
irritability  or  of  the  living  principle,  we  are 
not  at  prefent  perhaps  competent  to  deter- 
mine. If  the  phenomena  of  irritability,  like 
thofe  of  eleCtricity  or  rmgnetifm,  fhould  de- 
pend upon  a fubtile  matter  connected  with 
another  of  a groffer  nature,  we  have  no  more 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it  con  fills  of  oxygene, 
than  of  any  other  chemical  fubftance.  I am 
far  from  meaning  to  deny  the  great  utility 
of  oxygene  in  tfte  functions  of  the  animal 
body  ; but  I think  its  importance  has  been 

over- 
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over-rated. — I infer  that  it  is  not  eflential  to 
\ itality,  becau  se  different  tribes  of  animals  par-*- 
take  of  it  in  very  different  degrees,  and  thofe 
Vthich  have  leaf!  or  it  are  by  no  means  the 
lead:  vivacious.  In  warm-blooded  animals, 
the  air-cells  of  the  lungs  are  very  numerous 
and  imall,  and  the  colouring  matter  of  the 
blood  exifls  in  great  quantity  • fo  that  a flrong 
attraction  of  oxygene  takes  place  from  a fur- 
face  of  immenfe  extent.  In  the  amphibia,  the 
furface  is  lefs  from  the  great  fize  of  the  air- 
cells  ; and  there  is  lefs  of  the  attracting  mat- 
tei . In  fifhes  there  is  IH11  lefs  oxygene  ap- 
plied to  the  gills,  and  ftill  lefs  attraction  for  it 
in  the  blood  The  confequence  is  what  we 

might 

* That  oxygenous  gas  combines  with  the  blood,  and  im- 
pans  to  it  a fcarlet  colour,  was,  I think,  fufficiently  proved 
by  the  experiments  of  Dotf  or  Priefliey  ; but  as  this  is  a cir- 
cuniftante  mil  doubted  by  many,  I beg  leave  to  relate  an 
experiment  which  I made,  in  order  to  examine  this  fubjeft 
Pill  mdre  fully — I took  the  coagulum  of  venal  blood  left  in 
a bafon  after  bleeding,  and  turning  it  bottom  upwards, 
waited  till  its  furface  had  become  of  a fcarlet  colour  : I 
then  took  flices  of  this  furfacb,  and  fi milar  fiices  of  the  in- 
terior part  of  the  coagulum,  which  had  a very  dark  appear, 
ance,  and  expofed  them  repeatedly  to  azotic  and  nitrous 
gafTes.  The  fcarlet  colour  gradually  faded  upon  fucb  ex- 
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might  naturally  expert, — a lefs  produ&ion  of 
heat  in  thofe  animals  which  are  the  lead;  ca- 
pable of  acquiring  oxygene  gas.  There  is, 
however,  no  correfponding  decreafe,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  an  augmentation  of  vitality. 
■—Again,  if  we  refledt  on  the  life  of  hyda- 
tids in  clofed  facs,  of  animalcules  in  the  fe* 
minal  veficles,  liver,  gall-bladder,  &c.  and 
the  length  of  time  that  many  infedts  will 
continue  to  live,  even  when  immerfed  in 
fpirits,  I think  we  mud  confefs,  that  the 
prefence  of  oxygene  gas  does  not  appear  fo 
edential  to  animal  life,  as  many  perfons  have 
of  late  fuppofed. 

pofure,  and  the  azotic  gas  being  afterwards  examined,  was 
found  to  contain  oxygenous  gas,  while  the  nitrous  gas  was 
much  diminifhed,  doubtlefs  by  combining  with  the  fame 
principle.  The  gaffes  to  which  the  dark-coloured  blood  was 
expofed,  underwent  no  change  in  this  experiment.  That 
blood  takes  oxygenous  gas  from  the  air  when  it  becomes 
florid,  will  not,  I fuppofe,  be  denied ; and  the  experiment  I 
have  related,  fhews  that  it  will  again  part  with  it,  though 
flowly,  without  any  alteration  in  its  temperature.  When  I 
expofed  the  ferum  of  the  blood  to  azotic  gas,  I did  not  find 
any  oxygenous  gas  was  given  out  by  it  ; and  this,  as  well 
as  other  rcafons,  have  led  me  to  entertain  the  opinion,  that 
one  great  ufe  of  the  colouring  matter  of  the  blood  is,  to 
readily  combine  and  part  with  oxygenous  gas. 
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Of  the  Operation  for  the  Aneurifm . 
LTHOUGH  the  experiment  of  tying 


the  artery  above  an  aneurifm  has  been 
repeatedly  made,  fufficient  experience  has  not 
yet  been  acquired  to  enable  us,  with  certainty, 
to  prognofticate  the  event  of  fuch  an  opera- 
tion. The  two  following  cafes  are  therefore 
offered  to  the  public,  with  a view  to  contri- 
bute fomething  to  the  prefent  flock  of  know- 
ledge on  this  fubjedt. 


George  Dickens,  aged  thirty  years,  about 
eight  months  before  his  applying  at  the  hofpi- 
tal,  was  rather  fuddenly,  and  without  any 


CASE  I. 
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evident  caufe,  affefted  with  pain  extending 
from  the  calf  of  his  leg  towards  the  ham,  and 
fo  fevere  as  to  make  him  limp  as  he  walked. 
When  this  had  continued  for  fome  days,  he 
took  notice  of  a fwelling  in  his  h^m,  which 
throbbed  violently,  and  continued  gradually  to 
increafe  in  bulk  till  the  time  of  his  admiflion, 

* \ > 4-  ' V - 2 • 

March,  1795*  The  tumour  was  then  of  con-* 
flderable  fize,  but  did  not  extend  farther  into 
the  ham,  than  about  two  inches  above  the  ori- 
gin of  the  gallrocnemius  mufcle.  The  pul- 
iation was  then  obfcure  ; but  on  remitting  the 
preffure  with  the  fingers  after  having  conti- 
nued it  for  fome  time,  an  influx  of  fluid  into 
the  tumour  was  fo  diftin&Jy  perceived,  as  to 
render  the  nature  of  the  cafe  not  at  all  doubt- 
ful, The  leg  was  oedematous,  and  an  eryfU 
pelatous  bluih  furrounded  the  knee. — An  at- 

•vT  ■ f 'i  t \ • ...  r\  ' , 

tempt  was  made  to  comprefs  the  femoral  ar- 
tery jufl:  before  it  pafled  through  the  tendon 
of  the  triceps  rpufcle,  in  order  to  fee  if  it 

t / v 1 * 

would  delTen  the  fize,  or  diminish  the  pulfa- 

« # « «•  t f—  " • * , ' * 

tion  of  the  aneurifm ; but  it  gave  the  patient 

, \ v • * < 

great  pain,  and  confiderably  increafed  the 
^welling  of  his  leg.  After  he  had  been  a 

fort- 
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fortnight  in  the  hofpital,  the  iize  of  the  aneu- 
riimal  tumour,  and  the  general  fwelling  of 
the  limb,  were  fo  much  increafed,  that  it 
was  thought  dangerous  to  defer  the  ope- 
ration afiy  longer.  Mr.  Blicke  being  indif- 
pofed  at  the  time,  it  became  my  duty  to 
perform  the  operation,  which  I accordingly 
did  in  the  following  manner : Having  made 
an  incifion  about  two  inches  and  a half  in 
length,  through  the  integuments  and  fafeia  of 
the  thigh,  near  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  far- 
torius  mufcie,  I leparated  the  parts  with  my 
fingers,  until  1 had  laid  bare  the  tendinous 
expanlion  which  connects  the  lower  part  of 
the  triceps  mufcie  to  the  vaftus  interims, 
under  which  the  vefiels  immediately  lie. 
This  being  cut  through,  I immediately  dis- 
covered the  velfels,  and  palling  my  finger 
beneath  them,  could  diltinCtiy  feel. the  ar- 
tery pullate  between  my  finger  and  thumb. 
Having  thus  feparated  the  vefiels  from  their 
furrounding  connections  for  about  an  inch 
in  length,  I thought  it  of  great  eonfequence 
to  preserve  their  attachments  at  the  places 
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where  they  were  to  be  tied.  I therefore 
paffed  two  common-fized  ligatures  beneath 
them,  and  having  drifted  one  upwards,  and 
the  other  downwards,  as  far  as  the  veffels 
had  been  detached  from  their  furrounding 
connections,  I tied  both  firmly.  The  li- 
gatures were  about  an  inch  afunder,  fo  that 
all  that  portion  of  the  artery  which  had 
been  detached,  remained  entire  between 
them.  It  is  right  to  mention,  that  no  nerve 
was  tied;  but  the  veins  accompanying  the 
artery  were  included  in  the  ligature.  The 
divided  parts  were  now  brought  together 
by  means  of  flicking-plalber,  except  at  the 
places  where  the  ends  of  the  ligatures 
were  left  hanging  out  of  the  external  wound, 
which  were  refpeCtively  oppofite  to  the 
part  of  the  artery  inclofed  by  them.  The 
patient  complained  of  much  pain  after  the 
operation,  occafioned  by  the  pulfation  of  the 
artery  at  the  part  where  it  was  tied ; and  like- 
wife  of  an  uneafy  fenfation  of  tightnefs  ex- 
tending from  the  wound  down  to  the  infide 

t 

of  the  knee  : nor  did  thefe  feelings  entirely 
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abate  for  many  days  afterwards*. — The  dif- 
eafed  limb  was  rather  colder  than  the  other 
during  the  two  firft  days  ; but  at  the  end  of 
that  time  it  had  acquired,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued to  polfefs,  its  natural  warmth.  Jn  a 
few  days  the  aneurifmal  tumour,  and  the 
dwelling  of  the  limb,  were  greatly  reduced ; 
the  integuments  united  by  the  firft  intention 
both  above,  below,  and  between  the  liga- 
tures 3 and  from  the  openings  where  the  ends 
of  the  threads  hung  out,  there  was  a difcharge 
of  healthy  pus,  which  rather  increafed  in 
quantity  for  the  firft  ten  days,  and  then  gra- 
dually diminifhed.  The  upper  ligature  came 
away  on  the  thirteenth,  and  the  lower  on  the 
fifteenth  day  after  the  operation,  and  the 
openings  left  by  them  clofed  foon  after. 

I think  it  deferves  notice,  that  the  portion 
of  artery  included  between  the  ligatures,  did 
not  perifh,  notwithftanding  it  was  neceftarily 

* Thefe  fymptoms  determined  me  to  divide  the  artery,  in 
any  future  cafe,  between  the  two  ligatures  ; by  which  means 
it  will  be  left  quite  lax,  and  the  uneafinefs  in  queflion  will, 

I think,  be  prevented, 

deprived 
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deprived  of  all  nourishment  conveyed  in  the 
direction  of  the  veflels,  and  alfo  had  been 
completely  detached  by  my  finger  during  the 
operation  from  all  its  lateral  connections. 

The  aneurifmal  tumour,  which  had  leffened 
very  quickly  and  considerably  at  firft,  became 
afterwards  much  fofter,  its  contents  Seeming 
to  be  converted  into  a fluid;  and  from  that 
time  it  decreafed  very  Slowly.  The  patient 
therefore  remained  in  the  hofpital  two  months 
after  the  wound  was  entirely  healed ; nor  could 
he  perfectly  extend  his  leg  at  the  time  of  his 
difmiffion. — I faw  him  about  ten  months  af- 
terwards, walking  with  very  little  appearance 
qf  infirmity  : both  legs  were  of  the  fame 
Size,  and  he  told  me  there  was  very  little  re- 
mains of  the  fwelling. 


CASE  II. 

Feb.  1796. — James  Lind  fey,  aged  thirty- 
four,  about  a year  ago  perceived  a fwelling 
beneath  the  calf  of  his  right  leg ; and  foon 

after- 
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afterwards,  whilft  walking,  he  fuddenly  felt, 
he  faid,  “ as  if  he  had  been  hruck  on  die  part 
“ by  a cannon  ball,”  the  pain  being  fo  great 
that  he  could  not  move  for  feveral  minutes. 
The  pain,  however,  gradually  abated ; but  the 
fwelling  of  the  leg  had  continued  to  increafe 
hnce  that  time.  The  whole  calf  was  now 
lifted  up  by  a quantity  of  blood  effufed  be- 
neath it.  The  mufcles  appeared  thin,  and 
were  fo  extremely  tenfe  as  to  occahon  great 
pain,  accompanied  with  confiderable  eryhpe- 
1-as  of  the  whole  leg ; fo  that  a fpeedy  ulcera- 
tion and  houghing,  or  fudden  rupture  of  the 
diftended  part,  was  hourly  to  be  dreaded. 
Under  thefe  circumhances,  tying  the  artery 
above  the  aneurifm,  was  the  only  means  of 
relieving  the  patient  from  his  prelent  fuher- 
ing,  and  of  preferring  him  from  hidden 
death.  But  what  was  particularly  difcou- 
raging,  both  to  the  patient  and  furgeon,  was 
the  dilcovery  of  another  aneurifm,  htuated  in 
the  femoral  artery  of  the  oppohte  limb.  No 
preternatural  pulfation,  however,  could  be  felt 
in  any  other  part  of  his  body.— The  operation 

was 
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was  performed  by  Mr.  Blicke,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  defcribed  in  the  foregoing  cafe,  with 
this  addition,  however,  that  when  the  two  li- 
gatures were  tied,  the  artery  was  divided  be- 
tween them.  The  lips  of  the  wound  were 
then  brought  together  by  llips  of  fticking- 
plafter.  This  patient’s  limb  was  for  fome 
time  much  colder  than  the  other,  and  nearly 
three  days  elapfed  before  it  had  regained  its 
natural  degree  of  warmth  > but  the  tendon, 
pain,  and  erydpelatous  inflammation  quickly 
fubdded.  The  divided  integuments  united 
above  and  below  the  ligatures,  but  not  be- 
tween them  as  they  had  done  in  the  former 
inftance  ; and  there  was  alfo  a larger  difcharge 
from  the  wound : both  of  which  were  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  Bate  of  the  patient’s  con- 
ftitution,  which  was  much  reduced  in  point 
of  Brength.  This  man,  however,  did  not 
complain  of  the  leaft  throbbing,  tendon,  or 
pain  in  the  wounded  part ; and  this  entire  ex- 
emption from  the  fufferings  of  the  other  pa- 
tient, I could  not  but  attribute  to  the  dividon 
of  the  artery.  The  upper  ligature  came  away 

on 
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on  the  tenth,  and  the  lower  on  the  fifteenth 
day ; after  which  the  wound  healed  gradually, 
though  very  llowly. 

About  five  weeks  after  this  operation,  the 
aneurifm  in  the  oppofite  thigh  was  almofl 
ready  to  burif ; the  tumour  having  acquired  a 
pyramidal  form,  and  the  fkin  covering  the 
apex  having  yielded  fo  much  as  to  form  a kind 
of  procefs  from  the  tumour.  Indeed  the  in- 
teguments at  this  part  were  fo  thin,  that  we 
every  hour  expected  them  to  give  way.  The 
aneurifm  was  fituated  fo  high,  as  to  make  it 
probable  that  the  difeafe  extended  above  the 
place  where  the  arteria  profunda  is  fent  oiE. 
The  patient  had  hitherto  refufed  to  fubmit  to 
the  operation  ; but  on  reflecting  that  if  die 
tumour  fhould  burft  in  the  night,  he  mull 
perifli  unlefs  the  bleeding  veflel  could  be  im- 
mediately fecured,  he  confented  to  let  me  tie 
the  artery  in  the  groin  whild  we  had  day- 
light, and  proper  abidance.  The  tumour  ap- 
proached fo  near  to  the  groin,  as  to  prevent 
us  from  comprefling  the  artery  againfl:  the 
bone ; for,  in  attempting  this,  die  comprefs 

occupied 
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occupied  the  place  where  the  ineifion  ought 
to  be  made,  and  our  endeavours  to  make  a. 
compreflion  Hill  higher,  were  ineffectual ; 
they  weakened,  but  did  not  interrupt  the 
puliation  of  the  tumour.  As  the  artery  was 
fo  imperfectly  compreffed,  haemorrhage  took 
place  during  the  operation,  which,  though  not 
dangerous  to  the  patient,  proved  extremely 
embarrafling  to  the  furgeon ; for  in  attempt- 
ing to  lay  bare  the  fafeia  of  the  thigh,  I di- 
vided, by  the  very  firfl  ineifion,  fo  many  lmall 
arteries  fupplying  the  inguinal  glands,  and 
alfo  fo  many  veins,  that  the  blood  which 
was  poured  forth,  completely  filled  the  lpace 
made  by  the  ineifion,  and  overflowed  tl  e 
fide  of  the  wound.  The  application  of  the 
fponge,  the  ufual  refource  on  thofe  occa- 
fions,  was  of  no  avail  ; for  the  wound  was 
inftantly  filled  again,  fo  that  the  whole  ope- 
ration was  to  be  done  upon  parts  covered 
with  blood,  where  the  only  guide  in  its  per- 
formance was  the  feeling.  I did  indeed  lee 
feme  expofed  inguinal  glands,  and  found  that 
I had  divided  two  of  them  in  trying  to  get  at 
the  fafeia  of  the  thigh.  As  loon  as  1 could 

dillin&Iy 


SURGICAL  CASES.  I59 

diftinCtly  feel  this  part,  I made  a fmall  open- 
ing through  it,  and  introducing  my  finger,  I 
divided  it  upwards  as  far  as  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, and  downwards  as  low  as  the  aneurif- 
mal  fac  would  allow  me.  The  puliation  of 
the  artery  now  ferved  as  my  guide.  Laying 
aiide,  therefore,  all  furgical  inflruments,  I 
made  way  with  my  finger  in  a perpendicular 
direction,  till  I could  touch  its  coats,  and 
then,  with  my  finger  and  thumb,  feparated  it 
from  its-  connections,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  grafp 
it  alone  between  them.  I then  palled  two 
ligatures  under  it  by  means  of  an  eyed  probe, 
and  drawing  one  of  them  upwards,  and  the 
other  downwards,  as  far  as  the  fpace  would 
permit,  I tied  them  firmly.  The  upper  li- 
gature was  about  half  an  inch  from  the  os  pu- 
bis, and  the  lower  one  the  fame  diftance  from 
the  arteria  profunda,  which  veflel  I had  di- 
ftinCtly  felt  before  I tied  the  ligatures. 

There  are,  perhaps,  few  filiations  of  aneu- 
rifm  where  the  artery  can  be  tied  fo  fepa- 
rately  and  didindly  as  here ; the  pulfation  di- 
rects the  burgeon  to  the  precife  iituation  of 

the 
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the  veffel ; and  if  he  only  keeps  Sufficiently 
dole  to  its  fides  when  he  pafles  the  ligature 
round,  neither  the  vein  nor  the  nerve  can  be 
included.  I did  not  divide  the  artery  between 
the  two  ligatures  ; it  was  Suggested  that  I had 
better  not ; and  I knew  that  I could  obtain  all 
the  advantages  of  a relaxed  State  of  the  velfel, 
by  merely  bending  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis. 
The  patient  did  not,  after  the  operation,  fuf- 
fer  any  kind  of  pain  from  the  wounded  parts ; 
which,  I think,  fhews,  that  the  artery  did  not 
inflame  much  in  confequence  of  the  ligature. 
The  fuppuration  was  moderate,  and  every 
thine  relative  to  the  wound  went  on  as  well 

# O 

as  could  be  expected.  The  limb,  and  parti- 
cularly the  foot,  was  colder  than  that  of  the 
oppoSite  tide  ; but  in  about  three  days,  it  gra- 
dually acquired  its  natural  temperature ; and 
it  all  along  retained  a perfedt  State  of  fenflbi- 
lity,  which  I considered  as  a proof  that  it  was 
Sufficiently  nourished.  To  prevent  the  heat 
from  being  carried  off  fatter  than  it  was  ge- 
nerated, the  limb  was  wrapped  in  flannel ; 
bat  I avoided  the  application  of  any  artificial 
warmth,  left  its  Stimulus  Should  prove  inju- 
rious. 
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rious,  by  exciting  action  when  the  powers 
ot  Lfe  in  the  part  might  have  been  conflder- 
ably  diminifhed. 

The  blood  in  the  aneurifmal  fac  did  not 
appear  to  have  coagulated  before  the  opera- 
tion ; for  the  bulk  of  the  tumour  could  be 
greatly  leflened  by  prelfure,  whenever  the 
patient  would  allow  the  attempt  to  be  made ; 
fo  that  I conclude  the  limb  had  received 
nearly  its  ufual  quantity  of  blood  through  the 
femoral  artery,  until  that  velfel  was  tied.  The 
tumour  diminifhed  greatly  after  the  operation, 
and  the  blood  contained  in  it  became  coagu- 
lated. Tins  reduction  of  the  fwelhng,  1 
think,  was  owing  to  a confiderable  part  of 
the  blood  palling  onwards  through  the  femo- 
ral artery  : and  I regretted  afterwards,  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  operation,  I had  not  en- 
deavoured to  prefs  all  the  blood  from  the 
aneurifmal  fac;  which  experiment  would  have 
fliewn  how  far  it  was  fluid  or  coagulated. 

Every  thing,  with  refped  both  to  the  flate  of 
the  limb,  and  the  patient’s  general  health,  went 
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on  well  till  the  fifteenth  day,  when  the 
upper  ligature  unexpectedly  feparated,  and 
the  blood  gufhed  in  a full  ftream  from  the 
open  extremity  of  the  vefTel.  This  fortu- 
nately happened  during  the  attendance  of 
the  furgeons  at  the  hofpital,  and  the  bleeding 
was  hopped  by  prefTure  until  their  arrival. 
The  ftream  of  blood  which  flowed  upon  any 
remiflion  or  wrong  application  of  the  preflure, 
was  fo  large,  that  we  did  not  dare  to  remove 
the  patient  even  from  the  bed  on  which  he 
lay.  Mr.  Ramfden  undertook,  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  to  prevent  the  further  efcape  of  blood 
from  the  vefTel,  whilft  I proceeded  to  tie  the 
artery  above  Poupart’s  ligament.  According- 
ly, I fir  ft  made  an  incifion,  about  three  inches 
in  length,  through  the  integuments  of  the 
abdomen,  in  the  direction  of  the  artery,  and 
thus  laid  bare  the  aponeurofis  of  the  external 
oblique  mufcle,  which  I next  divided  from  its 
connection  with  Poupart’s  ligament,  in  the 
direction  of  the  external  wound,  for  the  ex- 
tent of  about  two  inches.  The  margins  of 
the  internal  oblique  and  tranfverfalis  mufcles 
being  thus  expofed,  I introduced  my  fingers 
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beneath  them  for  the  protection  of  the  peri- 
toneum, and  then  divided  them.  Next,  with 
my  hand,  I pufhed  the  peritonaeum  and  its 
contents  upwards  and  inwards,  and  took  hold 
of  the  external  iliac  artery  with  my  finger  and 
thumb,  lo  that  I was  thus  enabled  to  command 
the  flow  of  blood  from  the  wound.  It  now 
only  remained  that  I fhould  pafs  a ligature 
round  the  artery,  and  tie  it ; but  this  required 
caution,  on  account  of  the  contiguity  of  the 
vein  to  the  artery.  I could  not  fee  the  veffels; 
but  I made  a feparation  between  them  with 
my  fingers.  Having,  however,  only  a com- 
mon needle  with  which  to  pafs  the  ligature, 
I feveral  times  withdrew  the  point,  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  wounding  the  vein*.  After 

having 

* It  would  be,  I think,  an  ufeful  addition  to  our  furgical 
inftruments  for  fuch  purpofes,  to  have  needles  made  with 
handles  of  pure,  and  confequentiy  flexible,  filver,  and  with 
fleel  points  that  have  edges  juft  fliarp  enough  to  pafs 
through  the  cellular  fubftance ; but  neither  fo  pointed  nor 
fo  fharp,  as  to  endanger  the  wounding  any  parts  of  confe- 
quence  that  may  be  contiguous  to  thofe  round  which  they 
are  palled.  When  the  points  of  thele  inftruments  were  once 
palled  underneath  the  veflel,  the  furgeon  could  bend  their 
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having  tied  the  artery  about  an  inch  and  a half 
above  Poupart’s  ligament,  I divided  that  part, 
and  thus  laid  the  new  and  the  former  wound 
into  one.  I traced,  as  well  as  I could  with  my 
linger,  the  continuation  of  the  artery,  from 
the  place  where  the  ligature  was  now  made, 
to  that  where  it  was  formerly  applied.  I 
wilhed  to  have  divided  the  artery,  and  to  have 
fuffered  it  to  retradt  behind  the  peritonaeum  ; 
but  I found  it  fo  attached  to  the  furrounding 
parts,  as  to  render  fuch  divifion  difficult,  and 
perhaps  not  advifahle. 

The  lips  of  the  wound  were  brought  toge- 
ther with  flicking- plafter,  and  one  future  only 
was  made,  oppofite  to  the  natural  fftuation 
of  Poupart’s  ligament.  The  peritonaeum  was 
preffed  back  into  its  place,  and  the  protrufion 
of  it  reffrained  by  bringing  together  the  in- 
teguments with  ffrips  of  fficking-plaffer. 

handles  fo  as  to  accommodate  them  to  the  fpace  they  have 
to  turn  in,  and  thus  avoid  an  inconvenience  which,  I be- 
lieve, moft  furgeons  muft  have  experienced  ; I mean,  the 
great  difficulty  of  turning  a common  needle  in  a deep  and 
narrow  wound. 


No 
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No  perceptible  alteration  occurred  in  the  (late 
of  the  limb  after  this  fecond  operation  but  the 
patient’s  health  was  considerably  reduced,  by 
his  having  Suffered  from  the  complaint  nearly 
twelve  months,  by  having  undergone  three 
operations,  and  by  the  lofs  of  a considerable 
quantity  of  blood.  No  adhefion  took  place  be- 
tween the  divided  parts;  the  edges  of  the  wound 
were  open  and  floughy;  the  wound  was  pain- 
ful, difcharged  a great  deal  of  pus,  and  was  fo 
extremely  tender,  that  he  could  not  bear  it  to 
be  touched.  Still  no  great  mifchief  appeared 
till  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation,  when  a 
haemorrhage  of  arterial  blood  took  place  in 
Such  quantity,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  it  arofe  from  the  principal  artery,  though 
the  ligature  with  which  it  was  tied  Still  re- 
mained firm.  The  patient’s  health  was  now 
fo  impaired,  and  his  weaknefs  fo  great,  that 
an  attempt  at  tying  the  artery  Still  higher  up, 
would  have  appeared  like  torturing  him  with- 
out any  hopes  of  ultimate  fuccefs.  The 
wound  was  therefore  cleanfed  and  drefled; 
fome  compreSTes  were  applied  upon  it,  and 
bound  down  by  the  fpica  bandage.  By  this 
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treatment  the  haemorrhage  was  flopped ; and 
the  attendants  were  ordered  to  make  a prefTure 
on  the  bandage  if  any  frefh  bleeding  fhould 
occur.  The  compreffes  were  renewed  for 
three  fucceeding  days ; and  though  occafion- 
ally  the  wound  bled,  yet  it  was  not  profufely, 
or  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  deSlroy  the  patient : 
his  Strength,  however,  gradually  declined  ; a 
troublefome  cough  occasioned  extreme  pain 
in  the  wound,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  third 
day  he  died. 

Dijj'eEtion . 

No  marks  of  difeafe  were  difcoverable  in 
the  aorta,  or  in  the  internal  iliac  artery.  The 
external  iliac  was  covered  by  a great  number 
of  lymphatic  glands,  which  prevented  it  from 
being  readily  diflinguifhed ; vet,  when  fepa- 
rated  from  thefe,  it  did  not  appear  difeafed. 
For  nearly  two  inches  above  the  part  which 
was  tied,  the  lymphatic  glands  covering  the 
artery  were  considerably  enlarged,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  irritation  excited  by  the  liga- 
ture. The  external  Surface  of  one  of  them 

next 
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next  the  wound,  had  ulcerated ; and  the  ul- 
ceration penetrated  through  the  gland,  and 
communicated  with  the  artery,  as  was  after- 
wards proved  by  flitting  open  that  vefTel.  It 
was  through  this  aperture  that  die  blood  had 
efcaped ; for  the  ligature  dill  remained  firm 
upon  that  part  of  the  artery  which  it  had  in- 
clofed.  From  this  ligature  to  the  place  where 
the  vefTel  had  formerly  been  tied,  the  artery 
was  fo  clofely  connected  with  the  furround- 
ing fubdance,  that  diffedtion  was  required  to 
feparate  them.  The  parts  of  the  artery  from 
which  the  former  ligatures  had  feparated, 
were  about  half  an  inch  afunder,  and  the  ca- 
nal of  the  vefTel  appeared  perfectly  open.—— 
The  whole  of  the  veflels  from  the  bifurcation 
of  the  aorta,  to  the  aperture  in  the  tendon  of 
the  triceps  mufcle,  were  now  removed,  and 
carefully  differed  ; and  after  being  fluffed, 
and  hardened  by  fpirits,  they  were  cut 
open  to  fhew  the  ft  ate  of  them  internally: 
A coaguium  of  blood,  about  two  inches  long, 
was  found  above  the  part  where  the  lad  li- 
gature was  made.  At  what  time  this  coagu-* 
lum  had  been  formed,  is  perhaps  difficult  to 
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afcertain ; it  did  not  feem  to  have  taken  place 
after  death,  for  above  it  the  artery  contained 
no  blood ; and  if  it  had  occurred  before 
death,  it  is  probable  that  it  would  have  pre- 
vented the  haemorrhage.  I have  already  re- 
marked, that  the  man  did  not  bleed  for  fome 
time  previous  to  his  death ; in  which  interval, 
perhaps,  this  coagulum  had  been  formed  — 
The  ulcerated  opening  from  the  artery  through 
the  difeafed  gland,  admitted  the  palfage  of  a 
moderate-fized  bougie.  The  ligature,  which 
flill  firmly  incloled  the  artery,  had  brought  its 
fides  in  contadl,  fo  as  to  render  it  probable  that 
they  would  have  united.  All  the  other  parts 

of  the  femoral  artery  were  quite  open,  fo  that 

• * 

a large  bougie  could  be  pafied  from  the  lower 
end  of  it,  through  the  aneurifmal  fac,  to  the 
place  where  the  ligature  now  remained.. 
About  half  an  inch  of  the  artery  was  want- 
ing, which  had  been,  as  it  were,  cut  out  by 
the  ligatures  in  the  firft  operation.  The  fides 
of  the  arteries  below  the  part  which  was  tied 
were  thicker  than  natural,  and  their  internal 
furface  was  rough,  and  of  a yeHowifh  white 
colour.  The  arteria  profunda  was  filled  with 
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coagulated  blood,  and  had  become  reduced  to 
leis  than  the  natural  lize.  The  fldes  of  the 
artery  of  the  oppofite  limb  had  firmly  united 
at  the  part  where  it  had  been  tied.  No  co- 
agulum  was  found  in  it,  and  it  had  not  di- 
minifhed  in  flze  in  any  remarkable  degree 
above  the  part  which  was  clofed. 


The  laying  bare  a portion  of  an  artery,  and 
tying  it,  in  order  to  flop  the  current  of  the 
blood,  was  in  fome  degree  a new  operation  in 
furgery.  It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that 
errors  were  at  firfl  committed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  it.  The  failure  in  this  operation  appears 
to  have  been  of  two  kinds ; firfl,  that  which 
aroie  from  the  inflammation  and  ulceration 
of  the  artery  • and,  fecondly,  that  which  pro- 
ceeded from  want  of  union  between  the  fides 
of  the  veffel.  When  an  artery  was  laid  bare, 
and  detached  from  its  furrounding  connec- 
tions, the  middle  of  the  detached  portion  was 
tied  with  a Angle  ligature.  An  artery  thus 
circumAanced  mufl  neceflarily  inflame ; which 
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it  would  do  in  different  modes  and  degrees, 
according  as  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution,  or  of 
the  part,  was  more  or  lefs  healthy.  It  feems 
very  probable  that  under  thefe  circumftances 
the  inflammation  of  that  portion  of  the  artery 
which  had  been  detached  from  its  natural  con- 
nections, would  proceed  either  tofuppurationor 
ulceration,  and  in  either  cafe  an  outlet  would  be 
p-iven  to  the  contained  blood.  The  occurrence 

O 

of  haemorrhage  led  fome  lurgeons  to  adopt  a 
practice  which  I cannot  but  confider  as  injuri- 
ous. They  applied  a fecond  ligature  above  the 
other,  leaving  it  loofe,  but  ready  to  be  drawn 
tight  if  the  fir  ft  fhould  not  anfwer.  The  fe- 
cond ligature,  however,  muft  not  only  keep  a 
certain  portion  of  the  artery  detached  from 
the  furrounding  parts,  but  muft  alfo  give  ad- 
ditional irritation  to  the  inflamed  veffel ; 
and  on  both  thefe  accounts  it  is  more  likely 
to  make  the  inflammation  end  in  fuppuration 
or  ulceration.  For  fimilar  reafons,  I think, 
pieces  of  wood,  cork,  or  other  fubftances, 
muft  be  detrimental,  as  they  require  a greater 
detachment  of  the  artery  for  their  application, 
and  afterwards  irritate  by  their  prefence. 

They 
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They  have  been  employed  by  furgeons  with 
two  views ; hrft,  to  prevent  the  ligature  from 
cutting  the  artery.  In  this  refpedt,  I believe 
their  interpofition  is  not  neceffary,  as  fuch  an 
accident  fcarcely  ever  occurs  when  the  artery 
is  tied  in  the  ufual  manner.  Secondly,  to 
comprefs  a certain  extent  of  artery,  fo  as  to 
caufe  adhehon  of  its  fides : but  experience 
has  proved  that  they  will  rather  produce  ul- 
ceration of  the  velfel  than  this  effedh  In- 
deed the  attempt  to  employ  preffure  in  this 
way  requires  fo  much  dexterity  in  its  appli- 
cation, and  fo  much  precilion  in  regulating 
its  degree,  as  to  render  it,  in  my  opinion,  in- 
admiffible  in  common  furgical  practice.  Mr. 
blunter  foon  perceived  the  reafon  of  the  he- 
morrhage after  the  operation,  in  the  frit  cafes 
that  occurred  to  him ; he  faw  that  the  ulcera- 
tion arofe  from  an  irritated  and  unfupported 
Hate  of  the  artery,  and  fought  to  remedy  the 
defedt  by  doling  the  parts  about  it.  The 
mode,  therefore,  which  Mr.  Hunter’s  expe- 
rience and  judgment  taught  him  to  adopt, 
was,  to  expofe  as  fmall  a portion  of  the  ar- 
tery as  poffible,  and,  after  having  tied  it,  to 
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bring  the  furrounding  parts  into  contadl  with 
it  again.  It  is  fcarcely  poflible,  however,  to 
pafs  a ligature  with  certainty  round  a deep- 
feated  artery  without  fir  ft  introducing  your 
finger  beneath  the  veffel ; to  do  which,  in 
general,  nearly  an  inch  of  the  artery  mufl  be 
detached.  When  the  ligature  is  applied  in 
the  middle  of  fuch  a detached  portion,  fo  as 
io  caufe  the  death  of  that  part  inclofed  by  it, 
there  will  ffill  be  a certain  extent,  both  above 
and  below  the  ligature,  liable  to  ulcerate,  par- 
ticularly in  unfound  arteries.  It  feems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  it  might  be  better  to  ufe  two 
ligatures,  as  was  done  in  the  foregoing  cafes, 
applying  one  of  them  as  high  up,  and  the 
other  as  low  down,  as  the  operator  can,  fo  as 
to  inclofe  the  artery  at  thofe  parts  where  it 
is  furrounded  by,  and  remains  attached  to, 
its  natural  connections.  Another  advantage 
which,  in  my  opinion,  refults  from  this  plan, 
is,  that  it  allows  the  divifion  of  the  artery  be- 
tween the  two  ligatures.  Some  degree  of  in- 
flammation muft  neceffarily  be  excited  in  the 
tied  veffel s and  every  furgeon  knows  how 
much  the  inflammation  of  parts  is  aggravated 
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when  they  are  kept  in  a tenfe  date.  But 
when  the  artery,  tied  in  this  way,  is  divided 
in  the  ipace  between  the  ligatures,  it  becomes 
quite  lax,  poffeffes  its  natural  attachment  to 
the  furrounding  parts,  and  is,  in  fhort,  as 
nearly  as  poffible,  in  the  fame  circumflances 
as  when  tied  upon  the  liirface  of  a flump  af- 
ter an  amputation.  If  fuch  a ligature  does 
not  loon  come  away ; if  it  remains  for  more 
than  a fortnight  upon  the  ends  of  the  veffel ; 
it  becomes  difficult  to  imagine  a caufe  why 
the  lides  of  the  veffel  are  not  united. — In  the 
two  cafes  which  I have  related,  the  fufferings 
of  the  patients  were  very  different.  In  the 
hrfl,  altnough  the  man’s  health  was  compa- 
ratively good,  and  the  healing  procefs  went 
on  as  well  as  could  be  wifhed,  fo  that  the  lips 
of  the  wound  united  between  the  two  liga- 
tures; yet  this  perfon  buffered  much  from  pain 
in  the  part,  accompanied  with  a confiderable 
throbbing  of  the  artery  for  fome  days ; whilfl, 
in  the  other,  the  patient  fcarcely  experienced 
any  uneafinefs,  although  the  wound  did  not 
heal  nearly  fo  well. 


The 
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The  ulceration  of  the  artery  has  certainly 
been  the  caufe  of  the  greater  number  of  fail- 
ures ; this,  however,  is  an  effed  which,  I hope, 
experience  has  now  taught  us  to  prevent*.  But 
I acknowledge  myfelf  totally  at  a lots  to  devife 
any  plan  for  obviating  the  other  caufe  of  fail- 
ure in  thefe  cafes,  namely,  the  want  of  union 
between  the  fides  of  the  artery.  The  fecond 
cafe  affords  an  illuhration  of  both  thefe  caufes, 
particularly  of  the  latter.  Here  the  ligature 
which  was  firfl  applied,  did  not  feparate  till 
the  fifteenth  day ; yet  the  mouth  of  the  veflel 
remained  as  open  as  if  it  had  been  newly  cut 
acrofsj  nor  was  there  any  tendency  of  the 
veffel  to  ciofe  below  the  ligature,  except  in 
the  arteria  profunda.  Though  we  may  be 
unable  to  counteract  this  indifpofition  in  the 
fides  of  the  artery  to  unite,  it  feems,  however, 
of  confequence,  that  we  fhould  protrad,  as 
long  as  poffible,  the  feparation  of  the  ligature, 

* The  ulceration  which  took  place  in  the  lafl  operation, 
cannot,  I think,  be  confidered  as  contradicting  this  affertion; 
for  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  patient’s  health,  that  if  a wound 
had  been  made  in  any  part  of  his  body,  I believe,  inftead  of 
doling,  it  would  have  become  painful  and  enlarged. 
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to  give  time  for  this  defirable  event.  Liga- 
tures are,  I believe,  flow  in  their  reparation, 
in  proportion  as  they  include  more  of  the 
furrounding  fubftance,  or  as  they  are  drawn 
lets  tight.  We  cannot,  however,  expedt  a 
ligature  to  remain  upon  a veffel  longer  than  a 
fortnight ; nor  is  it  likely,  if  the  artery  be  not 
doled  in  that  time,  that  fuch  an  event  will 
afterwards  happen.  Why  the  femoral  artery 
did  not  unite  in  the  cafe  laft  related,  I am 
quite  at  a lofs  to  determine.  Diffedlion,  I 
think,  proved  that  it  had  not  fuifered  excefs 
of  inflammation  in  confequence  of  the  firffc 
ligature  : neither  was  there  a deficiency  of 
that  procefsj  for  the  cellular  fubflance  in 
which  the  veffel  lay,  had  become  thickened 
and  adherent  to  it.  Although  I have  feveral 
times  feen  the  operation  for  the  aneurifm  per- 
formed after  Mr.  Hunter’s  method,  yet  this  was 
the  only  instance  in  which  it  did  not  fucceed; 
which  leads  me  to  conclude  that  the  lead  re- 
mediable caufe  of  failure  in  this  operation 
is  not  a frequent  occurrence.  As  I cannot 
afcribe  the  want  of  fuccefs  here  to  any  other 
caufe  than  a difeafed  flate  of  the  veffel,  it 
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feems  right  to  apply  the  ligature  as  far  as  pof- 
iible  above  the  aneurifm ; and  as  this  appears 
to  be  an  objecd  of  importance,  I feel  great 
plealure  in  having  been  able  to  relate  a cafe, 
which  fhews  how  very  high  fuch  an  opera- 
tion may  be  performed  with  fafety  to  the 
limb,  though  repeated  inftances  are  required 
to  give  us  afliiranc£  on  this  fubjedt. 

The  obftrudtion  which  an  aneurifm  occa- 
sions to  the  fupply  of  a limb  by  the  veiTel  in 
which  it  takes  place,  is  probably  not  conii- 
derable  until  the  blood  coagulates  on  the  in- 
iide  of  the  fac.  As  far  as  I am  capable  of 
judging,  the  blood,  in  the  aneurifm  laid  de- 
fcribed,  was  very  little,  if  at  all,  coagulated ; 
but,  as  I have  often  regretted  iince,  I did  not 
try  to  afcertain  this  circumftance  at  the  time 
of  the  operation.  The  previous  ftate  of  the 
artery  below  the  aneurifm,  which  was  ob- 
fcrved  in  the  diffe&ion,  is  alfo  an  additional 
reafon  for  fuppofing  that  the  blood  had  not 
been  much  diverted  from  its  natural  chan- 
nels previous  to  the  performance  of  the  ope- 
ration, 
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Of  Emphyfema* 

Much  praifc  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  Mr*' 
John  Bell,  for  the  clear  and  fpirited  defcrip- 
tion  which  he  has  given  of  the  ftate  of  the 
lungs  in  emphyfema.  The  following  cafe 
is  related,  to  corroborate  his  remarks,  and 
alfo  to  explain  and  lead  to  others  which  J 

am  defirous  of  offering  to  the  public  on  that 
fubjedh 

CASE. 

A poor  woman,  about  forty  years  of  age, 
was  run  over  by  a mail-coach,  one  of  the 
wheels  of  which  paffed  length  wife  Over  her 
back,  and  fradtured  leveral  of  her  ribs  on  the 
right  fide.  When  brought  to  the  hofpital, 
Ihe  breathed  with  much  difficulty,  and  an 
emphyfema  of  the  integuments  had  taken 
place.  An  opening  was  made  through  the 
(kin  to  let  out  the  air  j and  the  emphyfema 
did  not  afterwards  fpread.  The  patient  was 
bled  largely ; but  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
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had  increaled  to  the  third  day,  at  which  tim& 
I fir  ft  law  her,  in  company  with  Mr.  Harvey, 
under  whole  care  fhe  was.  She  had  palled 
the  preceding  night  without  the  leaft  deep, 
and  breathed  at  this  time  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty ; indeed  it  feemed  as  if  fhe  could  not 
long  continue  the  labour  of  fuch  imperfedt  and 
diftrefsful  refpiration.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
one  fide  of  the  thorax  was  filled  with  air ; 
and  as  it  was  fufpedted  that  the  oppoiite  lung 
might  be  opprefted  by  this  caufe,  it  was 
agreed  to  extradl  the  air  from  the  right  lide 
of  the  cheft.  With  this  view,  Mr.  Harvey 
made  an  opening  into  the  thorax,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  2 He  fir  ft  made  an  incifiori 

* 

about  two  inches  in  length,  through  the  in- 
teguments, near  the  middle  of  the  feventll 
rib,  and  oppoftte  to  its  lower  edge.  He  then 
drew  the  fkin  upwards,  fo  as  to  expofc  the 
intercoftal  mufcles  which  connect  the  upper 
edge  of  this  rib  to  the  one  above  it.  Thefe  he 
cautioufly  divided,  as  he  next  did  the  pleura. 
At  the  time  this  was  effected,  I believe  the  pa- 
tient was  in  the  aft  of  expiration ; for  a blaft 

of 


SURGICAL  CASES. 


I79 


of  air  evidently  blued  from  the  thorax ; and 
afterwards,  whilil  the  integuments  were  kept 
retraded,  and  the  aperture  in  the  pleura  con- 
fequently  uncovered,  the  external  air  conti- 
nued to  rufh  in  during  the  enlargement  of  the 
thorax,  and  to  be  forced  out  again  during  its 
contraction . But  when  the  divided  fkm  was 
allowed  to  defcend  to  its  natural  fituation,  and 
thus  the  opening  in  the  pleura  was  covered), 
ho  farther  paffage  of  air  took  place ; and  all 
that  could  then  be  perceived,  was  a deprel- 
fion  of  the  integuments  oppofite  to  the  aper- 
ture in  the  thorax,  occafioned  by  the  preffiire 
of  the  atmofphere  during  the  enlargement  of 
that  cavity.  I had  got  ready  a large  in leCtin  g 
fyringe,  and  introducing  the  pipe  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  cheft,  I drew  up  the  pifton,  and 
thus  exhaufted  the  air,  till  I found  I was  flop- 
ped from  proceeding,  by  the  lung*  which  had 
rifen  up  and  applied  itfelf  to  the  mouth  of 
the  fyringe:  The  lkin  was  then  immediately 
brought  down  over  the  aperture  in  the  tho- 
rax, and  ferved,  like  a valve,  to  prevent  the 
farther  ingrefs  of  air  into  that  cavity.  About 
ten  ounces  meafure  of  air  might  probably 
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have  been  thus  extracted  by  the  fyringe.  As 
this  quantity  of  air  could  have  occupied  but  a 
fmall  fpace  when  compared  with  the  fize  of  the 
thorax,  it  was  probable  that  the  back  part  of 
that  cavity  was  filled  with  fluids.- — Nothing 
further,  however,  was  done  at  this  time  ; and 
fhortly  after  the  poor  woman  fell  afleep,  and 
breathed  with  comparative  eafe  for  nearly  fix 
hours.  But  the  difficulty  of  breathing  again 
increafed  during  the  night,  and,  at  noon  on  the 
following  day,  was  nearly  as  great  as  ever. 
Mr.  Harvey  and  I agreed,  however,  that  it 
would  not  be  wrong  to  infpedt  the  thorax,  to 
fee  if  the  lung  had  collapfed,  or  if  we  could 
by  any  means  afford  relief  to  the  patient. 
Upon  feparating  the  adhefion  which  had 
formed  between  the  £kin  and  fubjacent  parts, 
and  introducing  a finger  through  the  aperture 
•in  the  pleura,  we  found  the  lung  adhering 
to  the  iniide  of  that  membrane ; but  upon 
llightly  varying  the  patient’s  poflure,  fome 
turbid  bloody  ferum  flowed  from  beneath  the 
lung.  When  we  had  difcharged  as  much  of 
this  fluid  as  we  conveniently  could,  the  ex- 
ternal wound  was  clofed ; but  the  patient 

continued 
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continued  to  breathe  with  increafing  diffi- 
culty till  about  midnight,  when  the  died. 

Dijfefiion, 

On  examining  the  body,  no  air  was  difco- 
vered  in  the  cavity  of  the  chefl.  The  right 
lung  was  partially  inflated,  and  the  anterior 
part  of  it  clofely  adhering  to  the  pleura  cofi- 
talis,  as  far  as  the  place  where  the  opening 
had  been  made.  About  three  pints  of  bloody 
fluid  lay  in  the  hollow  of  the  ribs  pofleriorly, 
and  about  half  filled  the  cavity  of  the  chefl:  on 
that  fide  ; the  furface  of  it  being  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  opening  which  had  been  made 
to  exhaufl  the  air.  Upon  the  furface  of  this 
fluid,  the  half-inflated  lung  feemed  to  float, 
— I looked  for  the  place  where  the  lung  had 
been  wounded  by  the  injury ; but  cannot  fay 
that  I could  perceive  it.  It  was,  however, 
certainly  healed ; for  the  lung  bore  inflation 
without  letting  the  air  efcape  from  it.  The 
pleura  was  covered  with  coagulated  lymph. 
The  cells  of  the  lung  contained  a quantity  of 
fluid,  and  the  whole  fubftance  of  it  was  of  a 
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livid  colour.- — The  cells  of  the  lung  of  the 
oppofite  lide  of  the  cheft  alfo  contained  more 
than  their  ordinary  quantity  of  fluid;  its  veffels 
were  turgid,  and  it  was  hard  and  thickened  in 
feveral  places ; which  was  probably  owing  to 
former  difeafe.  There  was  like  wife  more 
than  a ufual  quantity  of  turgid  ferum  in  the 
left  cavity  of  the  thorax. 


It  feems  to  me  highly  probable,  that  there 
are  two  hates  of  the  lungs  in  emphyfema ; one 
of  which,  indeed,  I have  never  proved  by  ex- 
amination, and  am  led  to  believe  the  exigence 
of  it  merely  from  reafoning.  I have  feen  fp 
many  cafes  of  emphyfema  attended  with  vety 
little  difficulty  of  breathing  or  other  inconve- 
nience, indeed,  proceeding  in  a manner  fo  like 
cafes  of  fractured  ribs  unaccompanied  with 
wounds  of  the  lungs,  that  I cannot  fuppofe 
patients  were  in  thefe  cafes  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  breathing  with  one  lung  only. 
Thefe  patients  indeed  were  all  treated  in  the 
manner  recommended  and  pra&ifed  by  Mr. 

Blizard, 
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Blizard.  That  excellent  furgeon,  obferving 
the  great  pain  and  irritation  which  the  con- 
stant motion  of  the  fra&ured  ribs  occasioned, 
Was  induced  to  difrggard  the  emphyfema,  and 
$o  confine  the  motion  of  the  ribs  by  a tight 
bandage,  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  the 
lungs  are  uninjured:  afterwards  the  patients 
were  largely  bled,  and  other  evacuations  freely 
purfued.  This  practice  he  has  iince  conti- 
nued with  general  fuccefs.  I alfo  have  feen 
this  treatment  attended  with  fuch  frequent  and 
complete  fuccefs,  as  induces  me  to  believe, 
that  under  fuch  circumifances  the  wounded 
lung  continues  in  very  many  cafes  to  fill  the 
cavity  of  the  cheft.  The  preffure  of  the 
bandage  in  general  prevents  the  air  from  es- 
caping out  of  the  wounded  lung,  and  pervad- 
ing the  cellular  fublfance.  It  will,  perhaps, 
appear  probable  to  many  furgeons,  that,  for 
this  very  reafon,  the  air  will  be  likely  to  in  fir* 
nuate  itfelf  between  the  two  pleura?,  and  thus 
occafion  a collapfe  of  the  lung.  I do  not,  how- 
ever, fee  any  good  reafon  for  fuch  a fuppofir 
tion.  The  two  pleura?  remain  in  their  natural 
hate  of  contadt ; and  there  is  no  fpace  for  the 
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air  to  pafs  between  them.  So  frequently  alfo 
are  there  adhefions  between  the  furface  of  the 
lung  and  the  fides  of  the  thorax,  that  I think, 
in  fame  of  the  cafes  of  emphyfema  which  I 
have  feen,  this  circumflance  mull  have  occurs 
red,  and  that  if  the  lungs  had  receded  from 
the  lides  of  the  thorax,  the  fymptoms  would 
have  indicated  the  laceration  or  firetching  of 
thefe  adhefions, 

» • * , r ' f 

. ..  t ' • • • - 

An  idea  has  generally  prevailed  among  fur- 
geons,  that  if  the  pleura  coflalis  were  divided 
in  the  living  fubjedt,  the  lung  would  imme- 
diately collapfe,  as  it  is  ufually  found  to  do  in 
the  dead  one.  But  M.  Bremond*  has  fhewn 
by  experiments,  that  not  only  when  an  open- 
ing is  made  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  but 
even  when  fome  of  the  ribs  are  removed,  the 
lungs  flill  occupy  their  natural  fituation,  and 
are  even  thruft  up  into  the  opening  during 
expiration,  Mr.  Norris  has  alfo  lately  fhewn, 
by  experiments  undertaken  for  this  purpofe, 
as  well  as  by  obfervations  on  the  effedts  of 
accidents,  that  frequently  the  lungs  do  not 
collapfe  when  the  cavity  of  the  cheft  is  ex- 
* Memoires  de  l’Acad.des  Sciences,  1739. 
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pofed  in  the  living  animal*;  and  I have  alfo 
had  occaiion  to  cbferve,  on  dividing  the  pleu** 
ra  coflalis  in  a cafe  of  fuppofed  hydrothorax 
(in  which,  however,  no  water  was  found), 
that  the  expofed  lung  did  not  collapfe  ; a cir- 
cumflance  which,  I think,  ought  to  encourage 
us  to  a more  frequent  performance  of  fuch  an 
operation.  Jn  other  experiments,  however, 
the  lungs  have  been  known  to  collapfe ; and 
the  circumflances  on  which  either  of  thefe  ef-^ 
fed Is  depends,  are  not  perhaps  well  underflood. 

* v .»  ' r*  ■ • 1 ' ' ► 

For  thefe  reafons,  I believe,  that  in  mofl 
cafes  of  emphyfema  fucceeding  to  broken 
ribs,  preffure  by  bandage  not  only  hinders 
the  air  from  diffufing  itfelf  through  the  cellu- 
lar fubflance,  but  ferves  to  prevent  it  from 
’efcaping  out  of  the  wounded  lung,  and  of 
courfe  facilitates  the  healing  of  the  wound, 
which  would  be  prevented  by  the  conflant 
tranfmiffion  of  air.  Its  early  application, 
therefore,  will  often  prevent  a very  trouble- 
fome  fymptom,  whilfl  at  the  fame  time,  by 
keeping  the  fradtured  bones  from  motion,  it 
greatly  leffens  the  fufferings  of  the  patient. 

* Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Vol.  IV. 
p-  440- 
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In  lome  cafes  where  the  lungs  are  wounded 
by  the  ribs,  the  air  does  undoubtedly  get  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  as  happened  in  the 
poor  woman  already  mentioned,  and  as  I have 
alfo  feen  in  other  instances.  When  the  air 
pafles  from  the  wounded  lung  into  the  cavity 
of  the  cheft,  and  the  lung  becomes  in  confe- 
quence  coilapfed,  Hill  the  fymptoms  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  complaint  will  differ  from  the 
effecff  of  circumftances  which  have  not  been 
much  attended  to.  When  the  wound  in  the 
fides  of  the  thorax  allows  of  the  expulfion  of 
air  from  that  cavity  during  expiration,  and 
does  not  admit  air  during  infpiration,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  wound  of  the 
lung  can  heal ; for  the  cavity  of  the  thorax 
muff,  under  thefe  circumftances,  be  filled 
from  the  wounded  lung  every  time  that  it  is 
enlarged  during  infpiration. 

But  this  ftate  of  circumftances,  which  is  fo 
particularly  injurious,  and  which  ufually  takes 
place  when  the  lung  has  coilapfed  in  the  man- 
ner defcribed,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  furgeon 
to  remedy;  and  it  may  be  accompliftied  in  two 
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ways : Firft,  by  preventing  the  efcape  of  the 
air  from  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  in  which 
cafe  the  neceffity  of  its  being  filled  from  the 
wounded  lung  will,  in  a great  meafure,  be  done 
away.  And  as  I know  furgeons  have  appre- 
hended, that  if  an  outlet  was  not  given  to  air 
from  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  the  oppofite 
lung  might  become  oppreffed,  I beg  them  to 
refled:  a little  on  the  ftate  of  refpiration  under 
thefe  circumftances. 

To  examine  this  fubjeCt,  let  us  fuppofe  the 
thorax  expanded,  and  one  of  its  cavities  filed 
with  air,  at  which  time  the  patient  attempts  to 
make  an  expiration ; what  will  be  the  efFeCt  ? 
The  air  cannot  return  through  the  wound  in 
the  lungs ; and  we  have  fuppofed  that  it  cannot 
efcape  through  that  in  the  pleura  coftalis.  The 
mufcles  of  refpiration  are  unable  then  to  pro- 
duce any  confiderable  change  in  the  dimenfions 
of  the  cavity,  without  an  exertion  productive  of 
pain,  which  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will 
make  5 the  inactive  diaphragm  will  not  be  thruft 
up  into  the  hypochondrium  as  in  natural  ex- 
piration, and  the  ribs  will  remain  nearly  ftation- 
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ary;  but  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  ex- 
piratory effort  that  is  made,  the  air  may  be  con- 
denfed,  and  the  mediaftinum  thru  ft  to  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  cheft.  But  no  injury  will 
arife  from  this  preflure,  neither  can  it  happen 
in  any  great  degree  ; for  both  hides  of  the  cheft 
being  diminished  at  the  fame  time,  a flight 
comprefiion  of  the  oppofite  lung  cannot  be 
detrimental,  lince  it  helps  to  exprefs  the  air 
from  it,-— the  very  efleCt  which  is  now  re- 
quired; and  as  that  lung  is  prefled  inwards  by 
the  hides  of  the  thorax,  it  will  counteract  any 
great  preflure  made  on  the  mediaftinum. 
Upon  infpiration  taking  place,  the  condenfed 
air  will  expand  and  fill  the  enlarged  cavity, 
and  the  mediaftinum  will  regain  its  natural 
Situation  ; fo  that  the  function  of  the  found 
lung  is  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  impeded  by  the 
comprefiion  which  takes  place  on  the  pppo~ 
fite  fide  of  the  cheft, 

In  whatever  State  the  lungs  happen  to  be 
when  they  are  wounded,  a bandage,  if  it  can  be 
borne,  Seems  therefore  to  me  extremely  ufeful. 
By  means  of  it,  the  pain  and  irritation  which  the 
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motion  of  the  fradtured  ribs  mull  otherwife 
occafion,  are  in  a great  meafure,  or  entirely, 
prevented.  In  that  hate  of  the  lungs  which  I 
have  firh  deftribed,  the  preifure  of  a band- 
age prevents  emphyfema,  and  does  no  harm ; 
in  the  other*  it  not  only  prevents  emphyfema, 
but  does  good,  by  keeping  the  collapfed  lung 
at  reif,  and  thereby  free  from  the  neceffity  of 
confhmtly  tranlmitting  air.  Patients,  how- 
ever, will  not  alwavs  be  able  to  wear  a band- 
age  when  one  lung  is  collapfed  (particularly  if 
any  previous  difeafe  has  exihed  in  the  other), 
as  it  equally  confines  the  motion  of  the  ribs 
on  both  tides,  and  as  every  pofiibJe  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cheh  becomes  necehary  for  the 
due  admifiion  of  air  into  the  lung  which  hill 
executes  its  functions.  Under  thefe  circum- 
hances,  if  the  emphyfema  continues  (and 
its  continuance  muh  always  denote  that  the 
wound  in  the  lung  is  not  doled),  I fhould 
eheem  it  the  beh  practice  to  make  a fmail 
opening  into  the  cheh,  fo  that  the  external 
air  might  have  free  communication  with  that 
cavity ; and  then  the  injured  lung  muh  re- 
main motionlefs  till  its  wound  is  healed,  and 

the 


SURGICAL  CASES. 


igo 

the  mediaftinum  will,  in  every  ftate  of  the 
thorax,  preferve  its  natural  fituation. 

As  almoft  all  the  circulating  blood  iiiufl:,  iii 
iuch  cafes,  be  tranfmitted  through  the  velfels 
of  one  lung,  if  the  quantity  of  that  fluid  be 
not  greatly  diminished,  the  pulmonary  veflels 
will  become  turgid ; a larger  effuflon  of  fluids 
will  therefore  take  place  into  the  air-cells,  and 
cavity  of  the  cheft,  and  thus  the  function  of 

4 

the  adting  lung  will  be  materially  impaired. 
This  reafoning  illuflrates  what  experience  has 
already  determined,  viz.  that  the  prefervation 
of  life  in  thefe  cafes  depends  on  the  mofl  co- 
pious blood-letting. 

The  cafe  which  I have  related,  clearly 
thews,  that  the  collapfed  ftate  of  the  lung 
affords  an  opportunity  for  the  wound  of  its 
furface  to  heal:  and  when  this  defirable  event 
is  accomplifhed,  the  air  which  is  at  that  time 
in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax*  will  be  fpeedily 
abforbed,  and  the  lung  will  again  acquire  its 
former  lize  and  fituation.  But  fhould  the 
function  of  it  be  more  immediately  neceflary, 
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from  a difeafed  Hate  of  that  on  the  oppoflte 
fide,  or  from  other  citcumftances,  it  may  be 
more  quickly  reftored  by  exhaufting  the  air, 
in  the  manner  defcribed. — If  the  cavity  of 
the  cheit  contain  a quantity  of  fluids,  and  it 
is  thought  right  to  extra#  them,  it  cannot 
well  be  done  by  varying  the  poflure  of  the 
patient  fo  as  to  let  them  run  out  of  the  opening 
that  has  been  made  : the  difficulty  with  which 
refpiration  is  performed,  will  render  fuch  an 
attempt  almoft  infupportable  to  the  patient. 
It  would  therefore  be  better  to  introduce  a 
hollow  bougie,  or  feme  fuch  inflxument,  into 
the  poflerior  part  of  the  thorax,  there  conned: 
it  to  the  fyringe,  and  thus  extra#  the  con- 
tained fluids.  I need  fcarcely  add,  that  the 
lame  method  may  be  employed  with  advan- 
tage for  the  extra#ion  of  water  from  the  ca- 
vity of  the  chefl  in  hydrothorax. 

The  great  advantage  of  retaining  the  lung 
in  a collapfed  Hate  is,  if  poflible,  more  flxik- 
mgly  Ihewn  when  thofe  bodies  have  fuffered 
a gi eater  degree  of  injury  than  can  occur  to 
them  from  the  fra#ure  of  a rib,  I have  feen 
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cafes  in  which  bullets  have  patted  through  the 
lungs  near  the  root  of  thofe  bodies,  and  where 
many  of  the  large  vettels  were  confequently 
torn,  in  which  the  blood  has  been  poured 
into  the  cavity  of  the  cheft,  has  condenfed  the 
lung  by  its  preffure,  and  thus  fuppretted  the 
hemorrhage.  The  injured  vettels  might,  un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  unite ; and  the  blood 
being  let  out  of  the  thorax,  the  lung  might 
gradually  be  rettored  to  its  former  function. 
Yet  in  the  cafes  which  I was  a witnefs  to,  the 
patients  died  of  inflammation  and  fever  ; but 
the  particular  nature  of  the  circumftances  was 
unknown  during  the  life  of  the  patient ; and 
of  courfe  the  conduct  appropriated  to  them 
was  not  purfued.  The  fluids  contained  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax  had  in  thefe  cafes  under- 
gone a degree  of  putrefaction  previous  to  the 
patient’s  death ; which  ftate  required  their  dif- 
charge. 

But  fhould  this  be  attempted  in  other  cafes, 
it  becomes  very  eftential  to  keep  the  thorax 
filled  with  air,  left  the  lungs  fhould  become 
prematurely  inflated,  the  newly-healed  part 
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lacerated,  the  haemorrhage  renewed,  or  inflam- 
mation induced ; and  the  furgeon  would  be 
able,  I believe,  without  much  contrivance,  to 
regulate  the  inflation  of  the  lungs,  as  circum- 
ihmces  feemed  to  indicate.  Surgeons  ufed 
formerly  to  keep  canulae  in  the  thorax  in 
theie  cafes,  with  a defign  to  give  an  outlet 
to  fluids ; but  fuch  means  might  have  been 
beneficial  by  preferving  the  lungs  collap fed • 
and  they  might  have  been  continued  from 
being  found  ferviceable,  though  the  man^ 
ner  in  which  they  became  fo  was  unknown.' 
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Of  the  life  of  Mercurial  Fumigations « 

In  addition  to  thefe  cafes  which  occurred  at 
the  hofpital,  I think  it  may  be  ufeful  to  give 
an  account  of  fome  others,  in  which  mercu- 
rial fumigations  were  employed  for  the  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  after  the  manner  re- 
commended by  the  Chevalier  Lalonette : for 
I have  witneffed  fo  much  comfort  as  well  as 
benefit  arifing  from  them,  that  I think,  if 
their  peculiar  advantages  were  generally 
known  to  practitioners,  they  would  be  much 
more  frequently  employed.  As  I believe  the 
relation  of  cafes  will  afford,  in  the  fhortefl 
manner,  the  cleared;  view  of  the  peculiar 
utility  of  this  mode  of  employing  mercury, 
I {hall  therefore  prefent  the  reader  with  an 
account  of  a cafe  of  each  clafs,  in  order  to 
fhew  the  advantages  which  attend  this  me- 
thod of  ufing  that  medicine  : Firft,  from  its 
affeCting  the  conflitution  when  other  means 

have  failed ; and,  fecondly,  from  its  producing 
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its  e fleets  in  a much  fhorter  time  than  anv 
other  mode  requires. 

I beg  leave,  however,  previoufly  to  obferve, 
that  the  term,  mercurial  fumigations,  is  apt  to 
excite  wrong  ideas  of  this  method  in  the 
minds  of  furgeons.  Fumigations  have  been,  of 
late,  generally  employed  to  correct  local  dif- 
eal'es ; and  they  have  often,  by  delign,  been 
made  of  ail  acrid  quality.  And  even  when 
they  were  formerly  employed  with  a view  of 
affecting  the  conftitution,  it  was  at  a time 
when  the  chemical  compounds  of  quickfilver 
were  not  underftood,  and  fufficient  attention 
was  not  paid  to  thofe  circumftances  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  their  application  depends. 

hut,  in  the  year  1776,  the  Chevalier  La- 
lonette,  a phyfician  at  Paris,  laid  before  the 
public  an  account  of  a new  mode  of  mercu- 
rial fumigation,  free  from  the  inconveniencies 
of  former  ones,  and  which,  in  the  fpace  of 
thirty-five  years,  he  had  fuccefsfully  employed 
in  more  than  four  hundred  cafes,  that  had  re- 
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filled  all  the  ordinary  methods  of  cure.  His; 
method  confided  in  enclofing  the  patient, 
previoully  undrelfed,  in  a kind  of  box  re- 
fembling  a fedan  chair,  with  an  opening  at 
the  top  to  let  out  the  head,  and  another  at  the 
bottom,  to  which  was  fitted  a fmall  grate  or 
furnace,  having  in  it  a heated  iron  for  con- 
verting the  mercurial  remedy  into  fume.  The 
preparation  he  made  ule  of  was  a kind  of  ca- 
lomel, which,  by  repeated  fublimation  from 
iron-filings,  was  fo  far  deprived  of  its  muriatic 
acid,  as  to  be  in  part  reduced  into  running 
quickfilver ; and,  while  it  podeffed  confider- 
able  volatility,  was  perfectly  irritating.  Some 
of  this  powder  being  drewed  upon  the  hot 
iron  placed  below,  was  immediately  converted 
into  l'moke,  which  furrounded  the  patient’s 
body,  and  after  fome  time  fettled  on  his  fkin 
in  the  form  of  a white  and  very  fine  calx  of 
quickfilver : a complete  drefs,  having  its  in- 
ner furface  fumigated  with  the  fame  powder, 
was  then  put  on. — The  remedy  being  thus 
generally  applied  to  the  mouths  of  the  cuta- 
neous abforbents,  foon  got  admiffion  into  the 
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circulating  fluids;  and  the  conflitution  became 
thereby  more  fpeedily  afledled  than  by  any 
other  procefs  known  before. 

For  a more  particular  account  of  the  che- 
mical preparations  ufed  by  M.  Lalonette,  and 
his  manner  of  employing  them,  I muft  refer 
to  his  treatife,  which  was  publifhed  in  1776. 

With  regard  to  the  procefs,  I would  only 
farther  obferve,  that  the  feelings  of  the  pa- 
tient during  it,  are  not  at  all  unpleafant,  pro- 
vided the  heat  be  properly  regulated;  that 
there  is  nothing  uncleanly  or  difagreeable  in 
the  powder  applied  to  the  Ikin  ; and  that  all 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it 
witn  the  common  method  by  inundtion,  have 
been  highly  pleafed  with  the  fuperior  advan- 
tages attending  it. 
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CASE  I, 

In  Sept.  1788,  a young  man  had  both  his 
tonlils  afFedted  with  venereal  ulceration.  This 
complaint  came  on  after  a bubo ; and  a great 
deal  of  mercury  had  been  given  for  it  with- 
out efFedt ; for,  being  naturally  healthy,  and 
his  bowels -not  eallly  difturbed,  he  had  taken, 
on  an  average,  from  two  to  three  grains  of 
calcined  quickfilver,  or  calomel  joined  with 
opium,  every  day  for  three  months ; and  had 
alfo  ufed  mercurial  ointment  during  the  fame 
period,  beginning  with  two  drachms,  and  gra- 
dually increafing  it  to  an  ounce  daily  : befides 
which,  he  had  for  a fhort  time  taken  a folu- 
tion  of  hydrargyrus  muriatus.  Yet  all  this 
fcarcely  produced  any  forenefs  of  his  gums, 
or  caufed  any  vilible  amendment  in  the  ulcers 
of  his  throat;  the  only  efFedt  it  had,  being  that 
of  preventing  them  from  becoming  worfe. 
His  bowels  indeed  were  occalionally  difturbed 
by  the  medicines,  but  were  ealily  quieted  by 
opium.  To  rub  in  the  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment  ufed  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
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courfe,  the  patient  fpent  nearly  an  hour  and 
half  every  night  and  morning ; but  as  he  be- 
came weaker,  he  perfpired  considerably  in 
conlequence  of  this  exercife,  which  tended  to 
frustrate  his  endeavours  by  preventing,  or  at 
leafl  greatly  diminishing,  the  abforption  of 
the  medicine. 

No  ground  being  gained  by  purfuing  this 
plan,  Mr.  Blicke  recommended  mercurial  fu- 
migation according  to  Lalonette’s  method, 
which  he  had  occafionally  employed  with 
fuccefs,  and  which  would  not  only  relieve  the 
patient  from  the  fatigue  of  rubbing  in  the 
ointment,  but  prevent  any  farther  irritation  of 
his  bowels,  by  luperfeding  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury.  The  patient  was  accordingly  ex- 
pofed,  for  half  an  hour  each  night,  to  the 
fumes  produced  from  half  an  ounce  of  the 
powder  already  defcribed ; by  which  means, 
in  Iefs  than  a fortnight,  his  constitution  and 
mouth  became  properly  affected  by  the  mer- 
cury ; the  ulcers  healed  foon  afterwards;  and 
in  lefs  than  a month  he  was  permitted  to  dif- 
continue  the  remedy. 

O 4 
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I could  relate  many  other  cafes  in  which 
fumigation  accomplished,  with  facility,  the 
cure  of  complaints  which  had  redded  long- 
continued  mercurial  courfes  both  by  fridtion 
and  internal  exhibition;  but  I have  feledted 
this,  as  being  rather  a hriking  example  of 
the  difficulty  which  we  fometimes  expe- 
rience, of  introducing  into  the  fydem,  in 
the  ordinary  modes,  a fufficient  quantity  of 
mercury  to  affedt  the  conbitution.  It  is  rea- 
fonable  to  think,  that  this  ohjedt  will  be  more 
certainly  obtained  by  the  abforption  thus  tak- 
ing place  from  almob  the  whole  furface  of 
the  body,  than  by  any  other  method  hitherto 
deviled.  Yet  it  is  but  right  to  fay,  that  my 
hopes  of  fuccels  from  it  have  not  always  been 
fulfilled ; and  that,  in  fome  few  cafes  where 
mercury  fhewed  a particular  tendency  to  aft 
on  the  bowels  without  a deeding  the  mouth, 
the  mercurial  fumes  feemed  to  produce  this 
effect  even  fooner  than  the  ointment  had 
done  : and  in  one  young  man,  whole  mouth 
neither  fri&ions  nor  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury could  be  made  to  affedt,  but  in  whom 
they  occafioned  conhant  tremors  of  the  muf- 
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ties,  and  ipafms  of  the  bowels,  the  fumiga- 
tions were  not  attended  with  any  better 
fuccels.  Happily,  however,  fuch  cafes  are 
rare  ; and  in  general  the  fumigations  afFedt 
the  conftitution  lpeedily,  and  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

The  remarkable  benefit  refulting  from  this 
method  of  fumigation  in  the  cafe  mentioned 
above,  rendered  me  very  felicitous  to  intro- 
duce the  practice  of  it  into  the  hofpital.  I 
accoi  dingly  got  a quantity  of  the  powder  pre- 
pared at  the  laboratory  $ and  by  uhng  it  rather 
more  liberally  than  M.  Lalonette  directs,  I 
found  that  I could  in  a very  ihort  time  com- 
pletely affedt  the  conftitution  ; a circumftance 
which  1 confider  as  a very  important  advan- 
tage attending  this  mode  of  employing  quick- 
filver.  Although  I had  fatisfied  myfelf  both 
of  the  fpeedy  and  effectual  operation  of  the 
medicine,  exhibited  in  this  manner,  I did  not, 
however,  perfift  in  its  ufe ; for  I judged,  that 
though  the  experiment  ftiould  prove  harmlefs, 
it  could  not  be  proper  to  excite  a hidden  and 
powerful  conftitutional  affedtion  by  this  mine- 
ral. 
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ral,  where  neither  the  obflinacy  of  the  cafe  nor 
the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  particularly 
called  tor  it. — Out  of  the  fix  cafes  of  which  I 
took  notes,  I fhall  relate  only  one,  to  fhew 
how  quickly,  by  this  mode,  the  medicine  can 
be  made  to  operate. 

As  the  fumigating  powder  ufed  by  M.  La- 
lonette  was  a very  operofe,  and  confequently  a 
very  expenfive  preparation,  and  appeared  to 
have  no  advantages  over  one  made  by  abdradt- 
tng  the  muriatic  acid  from  calomel  by  means 
of  volatile  alkali,  I have  always  employed  the 
latter,  which  is  prepared  at  the  hofpital  in  the 
following  manner:  Two  drachms  of  aqua 
amrnoniae  are  added  to  fix  ounces  of  diddled 
water,  and  four  ounces  of  calomel  are  thrown 
Into  this  liquor,  and  fhaken  up  with  it ; the 
powder  is  afterwards  feparated  by  a filter,  and 
•dried. 

The  powder  thus  obtained  is  of  a grey  co- 
lour, and  contains  a good  deal  of  quickfilver 
in  its  metallic  date,  which  of  courfe  is  ex- 
tremely volatile,  but  becomes  oxydatcd  when 
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faifed  into  fume,  and  afterwards  condenfes 
into  a white  and  very  fine  dull. 

This  mode  of  ufing  mercury  is  not,  how- 
ever, fo  well  adapted  to  hofpital  practice ; for 
fometimes  the  iron  was  too  much  heated,  and 
the  patients  were  made  by  this  means  to  per- 
fpire  profufely,  fo  that  the  powder  was  formed 
into  a pafte,  which  was  irregularly  incrufted  on 
the  fkin;  befides,  the  patients  either  could  not 
or  would  not  wear  a complete  under-drefs;  and 
in  that  cafe  the  powder  was  wiped  away,  and 
the  .plan  of  treatment  fruftrated:  for  the  defign 
is  to  allow  of  a conftant  abforption  of  this 
lubtile  preparation  of  quickfilver  from  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body. 

CASE  II. 

A young  woman,  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  into  the  hofpital,  with  chancres 
and  a venereal  fore  throat.  Both  tonfils  were 
enlarged,  and  on  each  there  appeared  a deep 
ulcei  about  the  breadth  of  a fhilhng,  having 
white  irregular  edges.  On  the  19th  of  De- 
cember, 
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cember,  half  an  ounce  of  the  powder  was  uied 
at  one  fumigation  ; which  treatment  was  again 
repeated  with  the  lame  quantity  on  the  night 
of  the  20th,  and  both  on  the  night  and 
morning  of  the  2 1 If.  As  fhe  then  complained 
of  head-ach  and  faintnefs,  the  fumigation  was 
di fcontinued.  On  the  23d,  her  gums  were 
much  fwelled  and  very  fore : the  prominent 
margins  of  the  ulcers  in  her  throat  had  lub- 
iided  greatly,  and  the  furface  of  the  tonfils  now 
hardly  appeared  to  be  ulcerated.  During  the 
three  following  days,  the  lorenefs  of  the  mouth 
increafed,  and  in  that  time  the  ulceration  in 
the  throat  had  become  fcarcely  vifible : the 
chancres  alfo  were  healing  faff.  On  the  27th, 
two  drachms  of  the  powder  were  ufed  in  fu- 
migation ; and  the  next  day  die  was  feen  by 
all  the  furgeons  of  the  hofpital,  who  agreed 
that  her  mouth  was  too  fore  to  juftify  the 
continuance  of  the  remedy. — On  the  ill  of 
January,  her  mouth  remained  properly  fore  ; 
the  chancres  were  quite  healed  ; and  only  a 
flight  rednefs  was  perceptible  in  the  throat, 
which  feemed  more  like  the  effedt  of  mercu- 
rial irritation*  than  of  her  former  difeafe. — On 
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the  2d  of  January,  two  drachms  more  of  the 
powder  were  ufed.  On  the  4th,  her  mouth 
was  leis  fore  ; and  Mr.  Blicke  having  exa- 
mined her,  conddered  her  complaint  as  per- 
fectly cured.  To  make  more  fure,  however, 
I directed  that  lhe  fhould  be  fumigated  with 
two  drachms  that  day,  and  the  fame  to  be  re- 
peated on  the  6th  ; after  which  lhe  was  dil- 
charged  from  the  hofpital,  and  promifed  to 
come  back  if  die  found  any  return  of  the  dif- 
order. 

The  other  cafes  in  which  this  method  was 
tried,  were  fo  fimilar  in  their  circumdances 
and  events,  as  to  render  a particular  recital  of 
them  unnecedary.  In  every  one,  a confider- 
able  affedion  of  the  conftitution  was  excited 
in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days.  It  is  to  be 
piefumed,  that  thefe  patients  nad  no  particu- 
lar idiofyncrafy  in  reiped  to  the  operation  of 
quicklilver.  Thofe  who  are  affeded  by  that 
medicine  dowly  and  with  difficulty,  might 

perhaps  have  withdood  its  adion  for  a longer 
time. 
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It  may  furely  be  an  advantage  to  be  able, 
in  the  generality  of  patients,  not  merely  in 
venereal,  but  in  other  difeafes,  to  produce  fo 
fudden  and  complete  a mercurial  affedtion  of 
the  fyftem. 

I have  heard  it  objected,  that  fumigation 
cannot  be  depended  on  for  the  cure  of  lues. 
But  I never  knew  it  fail,  nor  do  I fee  ► why 
mercury,  ufed  thus,  fhould,  when  abforbed, 
prove  lefs  effectual  than  when  this  mineral  is 
combined  with  lard  in  the  common  ointment. 
If  fumigations  in  this  mode  have  failed,  it  was 
more  probably  owing  to  their  being  impro- 
perly managed,  than  to  any  infufficiency  pe- 
culiar to  them.  Thus,  if  adminiflered  fre- 
quently and  largely  at  fir  ft,  they  may  have 
confiderably  affedted  the  mouth  without  pro- 
portionally affedting  the  conftitution  in  gene- 
ral ; or,  from  the  quicknefs  with  which  they 
heal  venereal  ulceration,  the  cure  may  have 
been  too  foon  fuppofed  complete,  and  their 
life  difcontinued  before  they  had  entirely  era- 
dicated the  difeafe.  Under  proper  manage- 
ment, I have  no  doubt  but  mercury,  employed 
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in  this  manner,  will  be  found  adequate  to  the 
cure  of  every  variety  of  the  difeafe. 

Befides  their  general  application,  there  is 
another  way  in  which  mercurial  fumigations 
may  be  occafionaliy  employed  with  advantage, 
though  the  benefit  is  lefs  important , and  per- 
haps this  method  may  be  regarded  merely  as 
a refinement  in  the  practice  of  furgery.  In 
local  difeafe  of  the  joints,  fuch,  for  inftance, 
as  frequently  takes  place  in  the  knee,  and  in 
farcomatous  enlargements  of  the  bread:  in  wo- 
men, Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Blicke  have  been 
long  accuftomed  to  direct  fumigated  flock- 
ings,  or  under- waiftcoats,  to  be  worn ; when 
the  complaints  have  been  relieved,  and  the 
conftitutions  of  the  patients  affedted,  with- 
out the  trouble  and  unpleafantnefs  arifing 
from  the  ufe  of  the  common  mercurial  oint- 
ment. 


The  information  which  the  author  of  thefe 
Eflavs  had  acquired  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
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feffion,  and  which  he  has  in  thefe  pages  fub~ 
mitted  to  the  public,  was  not  obtained  with- 
out labour ; nor  could  it  have  been  acquired 
unlefs  he  had  poffeffed  opportunities  which 
do  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  many  furgeons.  Thefe 
obfervations  were  therefore  publifhed  from  a 
belief  that  the  knowledge,  which  he  efteemed 
of  fome  value,  might  be  likewife  conlidered 
fo  by  others,  who  had  not  the  fame  means  of 
obtaining  it.- — Continual  employment  of  other 
kinds  has  prevented  the  author  from  paying 
that  attention  to  the  fin  idling  of  thefe  papers, 
which  the  public  have  a right  to  expert : he 
however  felt,  that  if  their  publication  was 
poflponed,  other  engagements  and  purfuits 
would  occupy  his  attention,  and  render  him 
lefs  capable  of  offering  them  even  in  their 
prefent  date. 
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A CLASSIFICATION  OF  TUMOURS 


HE  obfervations  which  I have  had  an 


opportunity  of  making  in  St.  Bar- 
tholomew s Hofpital,  on  the  various  tumours 
which  occur  in  the  human  body,  have  been 
fo  numerous,  that  I have  almoft  felt  myfelf 
under  the  neceflity  of  forming  fome  claffifi- 
cation  of  thofe  difeafes.  This  claffification  I 
have  attempted  according  to  their  anatomical 
ftrudure,  which  allows,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
a correfponding  arrangement  of  thofe  practical 
remarks  that  have  been  promifcuoufly  col- 
lected. I have  long  felt  fo  fenfibly  the  ad- 
vantages refulting  from  an  orderly  arrange- 
ment of  this  extenfive  fubjedt,  that  I have 
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taught  it  for  fome  years  in  my  Ledures  in  the 
manner  exhibited  in  the  following  pages.  I 
am  far,  however,  from  being  fatisfied  with  the 
method  which  I have  adopted,  but  it  is  the 
beft  that  I have  been  able  to  devife  ; and,  at 
lead,  it  has  this  utility,  that  it  admits  of  a 
number  of  important  cafes  being  arranged  in 
a perfpicuous  manner,  and  prevents  that  ob- 
fcurity  which  a total  want  of  order  neceffarily 
creates. 

My  motives  for  laying  this  paper  before  the 
Public  are  ; firft,  a convidion,  that  an  ex- 
tend ve  knowledge  of  this  fubjed,  fuch  a know- 
ledge as  would  lead  to  an  attempt  at  claf- 
fidcation,  and  to  afcertaining  the  peculiarities 
which  chara'derize  the  different  fpecies  of 
tumours,  can  only  be  obtained  by  thofe  who 
have  very  ample  opportunities  of  obfervation. 
But  it  is  probable  that,  when  the  fubjed  in 
general  has  been  furveyed,  and  its  parts  pointed 
out,  that  thofe  parts  maybe  difcriminated  and 
examined  with  accuracy  and  advantage,  by 
perfons  who  have  not  had  opportunities 
of  contemplating  the  whole.  2dly,  The 
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ininds  of  medical  men  having  of  late  been 
laudably  excited  to  inveftigate  the  nature  of 
cancer,  in  hopes  of  difcovering  fomething  fer- 
viceable  in  that  dreadful  difeafe.  It  becomes 
therefore  right  to  remark,  and  it  will  appear 
from  the  following  account,  that  there  are 
many  local  tumours  and  ulcers,  as  intractable 
in  their  nature,  and  deftrudive  in  their  pro- 
grefs  as  cancer,  which  are  liable  to  be  con- 
founded with  that  difeafe,  but  which  ought 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it,  before  any  pro- 
grefs  can  be  made  in  this  difficult  part  of 
medical  Icience.  The  fociety  for  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  nature  or  cancer  have  enquired 
about  the  anatomical  ftrudure  of  that  difeafe, 
and  about  other  diforders  which  have  a re- 
femblance  to  it.  In  the  prefent  paper  I have 
attempted  to  reply  to  fuch  interrogations,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  enables  me.  It  appears 
to  me,  that,  in  order  fully  to  inveftigate  any 
fubjed  with  advantage,  a great  deal  of  colla- 
teral knowledge  is  required,  which  ferves, 
like  light  fhining  from  various  places,  to  illu- 
minate the  objed  of  our  refearches.  I 
am  not  without  hopes  that  this  paper  will 
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tend  to  point  out  the  required  diftindions, 
and  furnifh  fuch  collateral  knowledge. 

In  engaging  in  a new  undertaking,  I am 
likely  to  expole  my  own  deficiencies  of  in- 
formation ; and  by  adopting  a new  and  per 
haps  injudicious  arrangement,  and  employing 
new  and  perhaps  unfit  terms,  I may  lay  my- 
felf  open  to  criticifin  and  cenfure.  I am.  not 
unwilling,  however,  to  encounter  thefe  nfks, 
when  I have  it  in  view  to  bring  a difficult 
and  interefting  fubjed  fairly  before  the  pub- 
lic ; in  hopes  that,  by  exciting  the  attention 
and  engaging  the  labours  of  many  perfons, 
it  may,  at  length,  acquire  that  perfedion  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible,  and  which  could  never 
be  brought  about  by  the  exertions  of  a few 
individuals. 

The  fubjed  of  tumours  occupies  a con- 
fiderable  fpace  in  the  works  of  the  antient 
■writers  on  medicine.  They  feem,  however, 
to  have  confidered  the  fubjed,  rather  with 
regard  to  its  name  than  its  nature  ; for  we 

find  a great  variety  of  diffimilar  difeafes  col- 
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letted,  I cannot  fay  arranged,  under  the  fame 
general  title.  The  error  has  defcended  to  us, 
and  even  in  Dr.  Cullen  s Nofology  we  find 
difeafes  of  arteries,  veins,  glands,  tendons, 
joints,  and  bones,  brought  together  under 
one  order,  and  defignated  by  the  fame  name 
of  tumours . Some  of  thefe  alfo  are  merely 
enlargements  of  natural  parts ; whil!!  others 
are  entirely  new  productions,  having  no 
exiftence  in  the  original  compofition  of  the 
body.  We  have,  I believe,  fufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  thefe  difeafes  to  clafs 
them  more  fcientifically ; and  as  this  has 
not  yet,  as  far  as  I know  *,  been  done,  I fhall 
endeavour  to  fupply  the  deficiency. 

In  the  definition  which  I mean  to  give  of 
tumours,  I fhall  trelpafs  as  much  again!!  the 
ufual  import  of  the  word,  as  nofologifts  have 
hitherto  done  in  their  clarifications  again!! 


PJenck  publifhed,  1767,  a work  intitlcd  “ Syftema 
Tttmorum,”  which  I have  not  feen,  but  I conclude  that  it 
oes  not  referable  the  prefent  attempt ; fince  no  arrange- 
ment,  like  that  which  I have  made,  is  to  be  met  with  in  The 
Encyclopedic  Methodique. 
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the  nature  of  the  dileate.  For  I fhall  reftii& 
the  furgical  fignification  of  the  word  “ Tu- 
mour” to  fuch  fwellings  as  arife  from  fome 
new  production,  which  made  no  part  of  the 
original  compofition  of  the  body;  and  by 
this  means  I fhall  exclude  all  fimple  enlarge- 
ments of  bones,  joints,  glands,  &c.  Many 
enlargements  of  glands  are  however  included 
in  the  definition,  as  they  are  found  to  be 
owing  to  a tumour  growing  in  them,  and 
either  condenfing  the  natural  ftru&ure,  or 
caufing  the  abforption  of  the  oiiginal  gland. 
Sometimes  alfo  the  difeafe  of  the  gland  feems 
to  produce  an  entire  alteration  of  ftru&ure 
in  the  part ; the  natural  organization  being 
removed,  and  a new-formed  difeafed  ftru&ure 
fubftituted  in  its  ftead.  In  either  of  thefe 
cafes  the  difeafe  of  the  gland  is  defigned  to  be 
included  in  the  definition;  and  the  pra&ical 
remarks  which  follow  will  equally  apply  to 
the  fame  kind  of  difeafed  ftru&ure,  whether 
it  exifts  feparately  by  itfelf,  or  occupies  the 
fituation  of  an  original  gland.  The  ftru&ure 
of  tumours  is  alfo  a part  of  morbid  anatomy 
w hieh  deferves  to  be  examined  ; fince  (as  it 
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did  not  come  within  the  fcope  of  the  under- 
taking) it  has  not  been  fully  difcuffed  by 
Dr.  Baillie  in  his  very  valuable  treatife  on  that 
fubjed.  Yet  as  he  has  given  reprefentations 
of  glandular  parts  enlarged  by  a difeafed  druc- 
ture  of  an  entirely  new  formation  ; fo  I fhall 
have  the  advantage  of  referring  the  reader  to 
his  accurate  and  expreffive  reprefentations  of 
lome  of  thofe  appearances  which  it  is  my  pur- 
pofe  to  defcribe.  There  is  an  obfervation  of 
this  judicious  and  accurate  writer  which  I fhall 
take  the  liberty  of  inferring,  fince  it  juflly 
appreciates  the  degree  of  utility  of  invediga- 
tions  like  the  prefent : he  obferves,  “ that  the 
knowledge  of  morbid  drudure  does  not  lead 
with  certainty  to  the  knowledge  of  morbid 
adions,  although  the  one  is  the  effed  of  the 
other ; yet  furely  it  lays  the  mod  folid  foun- 
dation for  profecuting  fuch  enquiries  with 
fuccefs.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as  we  fhall 
become  acquainted  with  the  changes  pro- 
duced in  the  drudure  of  parts  from  difeafed 
adions,  we  fhall  be  more  likely  to  make  fome 
progrefs  towards  a knowledge  of  the  adions 
themfelves,  although  it  mud  be  very  (lowly.” 
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The  incipient  date  of  tumours  will  natur- 
ally firft  engage  our  attention  ; and  thofe 
which  perhaps  form  the  bed  example  and 
illudration  of  the  fubjed,  are  thofe  which 
hang  pendulous  into  cavities  from  the  mem- 
branous furfaces  which  form  their  boun- 
daries. The  caufe  of  tumours  having  a pen- 
dulous attachment  attraded  the  attention  of 
Mr.  blunter,  who  made  the  following  re- 
marks on  the  formation  of  one  on  the  inner 
furface  of  the  peritoneum,  as  is  related  by 
Mr.  Home  in  the  Tranfadions  of  a Society 
for  the  Improvement  of  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Knowledge,  Vol.  i.  p.  231*  u The 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  being  opened  there 
appeared,  lying  upon  the  peritoneum,  a Imall 
portion  of  red  blood  recently  coagulated  ; this, 
upon  examination,  was  found  connected  to 
the  furface  upon  which  it  had  been  depofited 
by  an  attachment  half  an  inch  long,  and  this 
neck  had  been  formed  before  the  coagulum 
had  loft  its  red  colour.”  Now  had  veffels 
(hot  through  this  /lender  neck,  and  organized 
the  clot  of  blood,  as  this  would  then  have 
become  a living  part,  it  might  have  grown 
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to  an  indefinite  magnitude,  and  its  nature  and 
progress  would  probably  have  depended  on 
the  organization  which  it  had  affumcd.  I 
have  in  my  poffeffion  a tumour,  doubtlefs 
formed  in  the  manner  Mr,  Hunter  has  de- 
fcribed,  which  hung  pendulous  from  the 
front  of  the  peritoneum,  and  in  which  the 
organization  and  confequent  adions  have 
been  fo  far  completed,  that  the  body  of  the 
tumour  has  become  a lump  of  fat,  whilft  the 
neck  is  merely  of  a fibrous  and  vafcular 
texture.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that 
tumours  form  every  where  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. The  coagulable  part  of  the  blood  being 
either  accidentally  effufed,  or  depofited  in 
confequence  of  difeafe,  becomes  afterwards 
an  organized  and  living  part,  by  the  growth 
of  the  adjacent  veffels  and  nerves  into  it. 
When  the  depofited  fubfiance  has  its  at- 
tachment by  a fingle  thread,  all  its  vafcular 
fupply  mull  proceed  through  that  part  ; but 
in  other  cafes  the  veffels  fhoot  into  it  irre- 
gularly at  various  parts  of  its  furface.  Thus 
an  unorganized  concrete  becomes  a living  tu- 
Biour,  which  has  at  firft  no  perceptible  pe- 
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culiarity  as  to  its  nature  ; though  it  derives 
a fupply  of  nourifhment  from  the  furround- 
ing parts,  it  feems  to  live  and  grow  by  its 
own  independent  powers ; and  the  future 
ftru&ure  which  it  may  acquire,  feems  to  de- 
pend on  the  operation  of  its  own  veffels. 
When  the  organization  of  a gland  becomes 
changed  into  that  unnatural  ftru&ure  which 
is  obfervable  in  tumours,  it  maybe  thought  in 
fome  degree  to  contradict  thofe  obleivations . 
but  in  this  cafe  the  fubftance  of  the  gland  io 
the  matrix  in  which  the  tumour  is  formed. 

The  ftructure  of  a tumour  is  fometimes 
like  that  of  the  parts  near  which  it  groves. 
Thofe  which  are  pendulous  into  joints,  are 
of  a cartilaginous  or  olleous  fabric  ; fatty 
tumours  frequently  form  in  the  midft  of 
adipofe  fubftance,  and  I have  feen  fome  tu- 
mours growing  from  the  palate,  and  having 
a fiender  attachment,  which  in  ftructure  re- 
fembled  the  palate.  Sometimes,  however, 
they  do  not  referable  in  ftructure  the  paits 
from  which  they  grow.  The  inftance  juft 

mentioned,  of  the  pendulous  portion  of  fat 
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growing  from  the  peritoneum,  will  ferve  as 
an  instance  : the  veflels  which  had  fhor  into 
it,  made  the  tumour  into  fat,  whilft  the 
neck  was  of  a fibrous  and  vafcular  ftrudure. 
I have  feen  ofleous  tumours  unconneded  with 
bone  or  periofteum  ; and  indeed,  in  general, 
the  ftrudure  of  a tumour  is  unlike  that  of 
the  part  in  which  it  is  produced.  Therefore 
we  leem  warranted  in  concluding,  that  in 
many  cafes  the  nature  of  the  tumour  depends 
on  its  own  adions  and  organization  ; and  that, 
like  the  embryon,  it  merely  receives  nourifh- 
ment  from  the  furrounding  parts. 

If,  then,  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood 
be  from  any  caufe  effufed,  if  the  adjacent 
abforbents  do  not  remove  it,  and  the  fur- 
rounding veffels  growT  into  it,  the  origin  of 
a tumour  may  be  thus  formed.  It  may  be 
right  to  refled  a little  on  the  caufes  which 
may  occafion  a depofition  and  confequent 
organization  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the 
blood  ; as  fuch  refiedions  throw  light  on  the 
nature  and  growth  of  tumours,  and  lead  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  principles,  which  are 

applicable 


12 


A CLASSIFICATION 


applicable  to  tumours  in  general.  The  de- 
pofition  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood 
may  be  the  eflfedt  of  accident,  or  of  a com- 
mon  inflammatory  procefs,  or  it  may  be  the 
confequence  of  fome  difeafed  adtion  of  the 
furrounding  veflels  which  may  influence 
the  organization  and  growth  of  the  tu- 
mour. 

In  the  former  cafes,  the  parts  furrounding 
the  tumour  may  be  confidered  limply  as  the 
fources  from  which  it  derives  its  nutriment, 
whilft  it  grows  apparently  by  its  own  inhe- 
rent powers,  and  its  organization  depends 
upon  actions  begun  and  exifting  in  itfelf. 
If  fuch  a tumour  be  removed,  the  furround- 
ing parts,  being  found,  foon  heal,  and  a com- 
plete cure  enfues.  But  if  a tumour  be  re- 
moved, whofe  exiftence  depended  on  the 
difeafe  of  the  furrounding  parts  which  are 
dill  left,  and  this  difeafe  be  not  altered  by 
the  ftimulus  of  the  operation,  no  benefit  is 
obtained  : thefe  parts  again  produce  a difeafed 
fubftance,  which  has  generally  the  appearance 
of  fungus,  and,  in  confequence  of  being  ir- 
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ritated  by  the  injury  of  the  operation,  the 
difeafe  is  in  general  increafed  by  the  means 
which  were  defigned  for  its  cure.  It  appears 
therefore  that  in  fome  cafes  of  tumours,  the 
newly  formed  part  alone  requires  removal, 
whilft  in  others  the  furrounding  fubflance 
mult  be  taken  away,  or  a radical  cure  cannot 
be  effeded. 

There  is  yet  another  circumftance  deferving 
attention,  before  I proceed  to  the  particular 
confideration  ot  the  fubjed  ; which  is,  that 
a tumour  once  formed,  feems  to  be  a fuf- 
hcient  caufe  of  its  own  continuance  and  in- 
creafe.  d he  irritation  which  it  caufes  in  the 
contiguous  parts,  is  likely  to  keep  up  that 
increafed  adion  of  veffels  which  is  neceflary 
to  its  lupply ; and  the  larger  it  becomes,  the 
more  does  it  ftimulate,  and  of  courfe  con- 
tribute to  its  own  increafe. 

Suppofe  then  a tumour  to  have  formed, 
and  increafed ; it  will  continue  to  grow  and 
to  condenfethe  furrounding  cellular  fubftance, 
and  thus  acquire  for  itfelf  a kind  of  capfule. 
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Tumours  are  more  clofely  or  loofely  con- 
nected to  the  furrounding  parts ; which  cir- 
cumftance  feems  to  depend  upon  the  de- 
gree of  ftimulus  which  they  occafion,  and  the 
inflammation  which  they  thus  excite.  This 
irritation  perhaps  may  be  the  caufe  why  fome 
tumours  which  are  flow  in  their  firft  increafe 
grow  rapidly  after  they  have  acquired  a cer- 
tain fize. 

Thefe  preliminary  obfervations  will  be  re- 
ferred to  when  the  different  kinds  of  tumours 
are  defended.  When  the  hiftory  of  different 
kinds  of  tumours  is  fpoken  of,  there  will  be 
frequent  neceffity  to  advert  to  the  effeCts  of 
medical  treatment  upon  them,  it  therefore 
feems  right  to  premife  a few  words  upon 
that  fubjedt. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  doubted  but  that  when 
tumours  form  and  grow,  that  there  cxifts  an 
increafed  ftate  of  aCtion  in  tae  adjacent  vef- 
fels,  and  the  firft  curative  intention  in  thefe 
difeafes,  will  therefore  be  to  reprefs  as  much 
as  pofhble  this  unufual  exertion  of  the  vef- 
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fels  which  gives  rife  to  the  formation  of  a 
tumour,  and,  by  its  continuance,  caufes  its 
increafe. 

* I know  of  no  local  meafures  to  diminifh 
an  increafed  or  inflammatory  adion  of  any 
part  of  the  body  more  rational  in  theory,  or 
more  efficacious  in  pradice  than  thofe  of 
taking  away  the  two  great  caufes  of  animal 
adions,  the  blood  and  heat  of  the  difordered 
part.  The  former  is  generally  accomplifhed  by 
means  of  leeches  applied  in  its  vicinity,  which 
fliould  be  repeated  as  circumftances  indicate, 
and  the  latter,  by  the  application  of  folded 
linen,  wetted  with  fedative  lotions,  by  which 
a continual  evaporation  and  conflant  abflrac- 
tion  of  heat  is  kept  up  from  the  furface  of 
the  fkin.  The  effed  of  this  laft  mode  of 
treatment  is  much  more  confiderable  than 
at  firft  fight  might  be  fuppofed.  It  ope- 
rates on  parts  tar  beneath  the  furface. 
As  heat  is  fo  tranfmiflible  a fubhance,  fo  in 
proportion  as  the  temperature  of  the  fkin 
is  diminifhed  by  evaporation,  it  derives  heat 
from  the  fubjacent  parts,  and  thus  are  their 
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morbid  adions  leffened.  If  by  fuch  means 
the  growth  of  a tumour  be  fufpended,  an- 
other curative  indication  naturally  arifes 
which  is  to  promote  the  abforption  of  the 
new  formed  fubftance. 

This  indication  is  generally  attempted  by 
means  of  a ftimulating  nature,  fuch  as  fric- 
tions with  mercurial  ointment,  preflure,  and 
electricity,  or  by  means  which  alfo  excite 
fome  counter-irritation,  as  rubefacient  plafters, 
folutions  of  falts,  blifters,  and  iffues.  Both 
reafon  and  experience  equally  demonftrate 
the  impropriety  of  ufing  the  ftimulating  plan 
till  the  difeafe  is  firft  tranquillized,  and  in  a 
degree  fubdued.  It  is  reafonable  to  expeCt 
that  ftimulating  meafures  will  increafe  the 
aCtions,  which  are  going  on  in  the  difeafed 
part ; and  experience  proves  that  difeafes  are 
often  increafed  by  thofe  very  means  which, 
had  they  been  employed  at  a proper  time, 
might  have  effected  their  cure.  The  fad 
may  be  elucidated  by  a cafe  that  is,  I be- 
lieve, generally  known  and  admitted,  if  a 

blifter  be  applied  for  the  cure  of  a pleurify 

before 
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before  evacuations  are  made  ufe  of,  and  the 
activity  of  the  difeafe  thus  checked,  it  aggra- 
vates the  difeaie  ; if  afterwards,  it  fpeedily 
effeds  a cure.  If  a tumour  or  any  local 
difeafe  be  for  a time  benefited  by  fiimulating 
difcutients,  and  the  difeafed  adions  recur  in 
it  with  a degree  of  adivity;  it  is  better  to 
defift  from  this  latter  plan  of  treatment,  and 
adopt  again  the  former  one,  till  the  difeafe  is 
by  fuch  means  rendered  inadive. 

I am  fo  well  convinced  of  the  ncceflity  of 
attending  to  the  time  and  circumftances  in 
which  thefe  remedies  are  applied,  in  order  to 
give  them  their  real  efficacy  in  the  cure  of 
local  difeafes,  that  I have  been  induced  to 
dwell  longer  on  this  fubjed  than  may  per- 
haps to  fome  feem  necefiary. 

When  a blifter  is  made  permanent,  or  a 
feton  or  iflue  is  made  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
difordered  part,  it  is  in  fad  producing  a new 
but  curable  difeafe,  in  order  to  detrad  from 
an  old  one,  over  which  we  have  lefs  controul. 
But  here  the  fame  obfervations  apply.  We 
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fhould  not  produce  a new  difeafe  till  the 
adive  hate  of  the  original  one  is  diminifhed, 
and  till  it  is,  as  it  were,  rendered  dormant ; 
for  otherwife  the  irritation  of  the  intended 
remedy  will  rather  tend  to  the  aggravation 
than  the  cure  of  the  diforder ; it  will  alfo 
increafe  the  febrile  difturbance  of  tne  conffi- 
tution,  by  adding  to  the  caufes  of  irritation. 

Such  are  the  local  means  of  treating  tu- 
mours, as  well  as  other  local  difeafes,  and  to 
thefe  I (hall  have  occafion  to  refer.  I can- 
not fpeak  of  the  general  means  ufually  em- 
ployed to  operate  on  thefe  diforders  without 
entering  into  a long  and,  I think,  unneceflaiy 
difcuffion. 

In  attempting  a clarification  of  tumours,  I 
fhall  fuppofe  that  they  may  be  made  to  con- 
flitute  an  Order  in  the  clafs  of  local  difeafes 
in  nofology  ; and  the  meaning  of  the  word 
may  be  reftrided,  in  the  manner  fuggefted,  to 
fubftances  of  new  formation,  which  made  no 
part  in  the  original  ftrudure  of  the  body  ; 
the  order  may  then  be  divided  into  genera, 
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and  the  fil'd  genus  may  be  denominated  from 
its  mod  obvious  character,  (that  of  having  a 
firm  and  flefhy  feel,)  Sarcoma,  or  Sarcomatous 
tumours. 

This  genus  contains  many  fpecies,  to  a 
defcription  of  which  I next  proceed  ; the  fil'd 
of  which  I fhall  treat,  being  apparently  corn- 
pofed  of  the  coagulable  part  of  the  blood, 
rendered  very  generally  vafcular  by  the 
growth  of  veflels  through  it,  without  having 
any  noticeable  peculiarity  in  their  diftribution, 
may  therefore  be  called 

Common  Vafcular , or  organized  Sarcoma . 

The  names  by  which  I have  diftinguifhed 
the  different  fpecies  of  farcoma  have  been 
objected  to,  becaufe  they  are  derived  from 
internal  circumftances,  and  not  from  any 
information,  which  can  be  acquired  prior  to 
an  operation.  I have  not,  however,  been, 
able  to  devife  any  better  mode  of  denomi- 
nating. thefe  tumours ; for  all  the  fpecies 
mud  agree  in  the  external  characters,  thofe 
of  an  increafe  of  bulk,  and  a flefhy  feel.  If, 
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however,  an  arrangement  of  tumours  was  once 
made,  fo  that  the  hiftory  of  each  fpecies  could 
be  particularly  remarked,  we  might  perhaps 
be  able,  from  this  circumftance,  to  form  a 
probable  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  tumour 
and  of  the  mode  of  treatment  which  it  would 
require  ; and,  by  adverting  to  the  ftmcture 
of  the  removed  tumour  alter  an  operation, 
we  might  determine  whether  it  would  be 
right  to  remove  or  leave  the  contiguous  parts. 
It  is  defigned  then,  to  include  under  this  title 
all  thofe  tumours,  which  appear  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  the  gelatinous  part  of  the  blood, 
rendered  more  or  lefs  vafcular  by  the  growth 
of  veffels  through  it. 

The  velTels  which  pervade  this  fubltance 
are,  in  different  inftances,  either  larger  or 
fmaller,  more  or  lefs  numerous  : they  are  dis- 
tributed in  their  ufual  arborefcent  manner, 
without  any  defcribable  peculiarity  of  ar- 
rangement. This  kind  ol  tumour  feems  to 
be  the  mold  limple  in  its  nature  ; many,  pei- 
haps'  all,  of  the  varieties  of  tumours,  were  at 
firfl  of  this  nature,  i he  fatty  tumour  lately 
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mentioned  was  doubtlefs  at  firft  common  vaf- 
cular  iubflance  ; but  the  veflels  lecreted  fat 
In  the  body  of  the  tumour,  whilft  the  neck 
underwent  no  fuch  change. 

It  is  then  fuch  tumours  as  are  organized 
throughout,  but  without  any  diftinguifhable 
peculiarity  of  ftrudure,  that  are  meant  to  be 
conlidered  under  this  title.  This  ftrudure  is 
met  with  not  only  in  diftind  tumours,  but 
likewife  in  the  teftis,  mamma,  and  abforbent 
glands.  In  the  teftis  I have  feen  the  vefiels, 
\ y numerous  and  fmall,  difperfed  through 
every  part  of  the  tumour.  In  the  mam- 
ma they  feem  to  be  rather  large  than  nu- 
merous, and  the  organization  appears  iefs 
complete. 


W ben  tins  kind  of  tumour  has  attained  a 
confideiable  fize,  the  fuperficial  veins  appear 
remarkably  large  ; on  which  account,  together 
with  their  curioufly  meandering  courfe  be- 
neath the  (kin,  they  cannot  fail  to  attrad 
attention.  Perhaps  the  weight  of  the  tumour 
comprefles  the  deeper  ieated  veins,  and 
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obliges  the  blood  to  return  in  larger  quan- 
tities through  thofe  nearer  the  furface ; or 
perhaps  thefe  veffels  undergo  a kind  of 
fym pathetic  enlargement;  for  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  diftended  by  the  blood  which 

they  contain. 


Thefe  tumours  are  generally  dull  in  their 
fenfation  ; enduring  even  a rough  exami  nation 
by  the  hand,  and  eledrifying,  without  be- 
coming  painful.  I lufped  that  it  is  this  kind 
of  farcoma,  which  fometimes,  though  raiely, 
fuppurates ; but  as,  when  that  event  takes 
place,  even  partially,  the  reft  of  the  fubftance 
is,  in  general,  fpeedily  removed  by  abiorption, 
I have  had  no  opportunity  of  afcertaining 
this  circumftance. 

Thefe  tumours  generally  grow  till  the  fkin 
is  fo  diftended  that  it  ulcerates,  and  expoies 
the  new* formed  fubftance  ; which,  being  as 
it  were  obliged  to  inflame,  and  not  being  able 
to  fuftain  difeafe,  Houghs  and  falls  out; 
fometimes  portions  feem  to  be  detached,  and 
come  away  without  Houghing.  In  tnis  man- 
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ner  is  the  difeafe  occafionally  got  rid  of ; but 
fuch  is  the  conftitutional  irritation  attending 
this  procefs,  and  the  difgufting  foetor  and 
frightful  appearance  of  the  part,  that  the  fur- 
geon  generally  recommends,  and  the  patient 
fubmits  to  its  removal  at  this  j un£ture. 

As  Cafes  will  probably  convey  more  in- 
formation in  lefs  words  than  defcription  or 
narrative,  and  as  they  identify  the  kind  of 
difeafe  which  is  meant  to  be  defcribed,  and 
inform,  as  it  were  by  example  ; I defign  to 
relate  one  or  more  cafes  of  each  kind  of 
tumour,  and  thus  curtail  as  much  as  I can 
my  defcription  of  them. 

CASE. 

A woman,  between  forty  and  fifty  years 
of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  on  account  of  a confiderable  tu- 
mour which  had  grown  on  the  infide  of  the 
knee,  and  had  fo  concealed  the  tibia,  that  it 
could  not  be  felt.  She  remembered  it  when 
of  the  fize  of  an  egg,  but  could  give  no  in- 

C 4 formation 


24 


A CLASSIFICATION 


formation  to  our  inquiries,  whether  in  that 
ftate  it  was  fixed  to  the  bone,  or  moveable 
upon  it.  It  meafured  two  feet  in  circum- 
ference, and  had  been  gradually  increafing 
between  three  and  four  years.  The  veins 
were  large,  and  formed  an  appearance  like 
network  on  the  furface. 

As  the  tumour  advanced  in  fize  it  had 
gradually  prevented  her  moving  about  till  it 
entirely  confined  her  to  her  bed.  In  this 
fituation  it  was  not  painful  till  within  half  a 
year  before  her  admiflion  into  the  hofpital ; 
when,  from  the  fenfe  of  diftenfion  of  the 
fkin,  and  the  inflammation  induced  in  that 
part,  flie  became  reftlefs  and  feverifh,  and 
loft  her  flefh  confiderably.  At  length,  the 
the  fkin  ulcerated,  and  the  expofed  tumour 
inflamed  and  floughed  at  different  times,  fo 
as  to  leave  a cavity  in  it  of  the  fize  of  a pint- 
bafon.  From  the  Tides  of  this  cavity  there 
was  poured  forth  a moft  copious  cuid  j'cetid 
difeharge  : fhe  had  frequently  loft  blood  from 
the  veffels  laid  open  by  ulceration  or  Hough- 
ing j and,  on  her  admiflion  into  the  hoipitai 
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file  had  a confirmed  hedical  fever  through 
weaknefs  and  irritation. 

The  hate  of  the  patient’s  health,  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  tumour,  the  uncertainty  of  its 
origin,  (for  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  arifen 
from  a difeafed  bone)  made  amputation  ap- 
pear the  only  means  of  preferving  life.  Upon 
an  examination  of  the  amputated  limb,  which 
was  previoufly  injeded,  this  tumour  was 
found  to  have  no  connedion  with  the  bone 
or  joint  upon  which  it  lay.  The  lower 
part  of  the  tumour  was  covered  by  a thin 
capfule,  made  apparently  of  condenfed  cel- 
lular fubftance,  and  it  was  loofely  conneded 
to  the  parts  on  which  it  lay  ; but  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  tumour  next  the  (kin  the  capfule 
firmly  adhered  to  it  in  confequence  of  the 
inflammation  which  had  taken  place.  The 
fubftance  of  which  the  tumour  was  compofed 
appeared  to  have  been  originally  of  a coagu- 
lable  nature,  and  the  veil'd s which  ramified 
throughout  it,  appeared  to  be  rather  large 
than  numerous  : yet  this  appearance  might 
have  arifen  from  an  imperfed  injedion. 
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This  Tingle  cafe  is  fufficient  to  convey  all 
the  general  information  on  this  fubjed,  which 
I have  obtained.  It  is  unneceffary  to  add 
parallel  inftances,  and  I am  unwilling  to  load 
the  account  with  minute  particulars,  left  they 
fhould  obfcure  the  principal  fads.  Probably 
from  the  want  of  knowledge  I may  have 
included,  without  difcrimination,  many  va- 
rieties in  this  fpecies  of  tumour  ; and,  perhaps, 
further  obfervations  will  furniffi  more  fpecific 
diftindions  in  thefe  difeafes.  The  fubjed 
is  but  begun  ; and  the  difficulty  ot  the  in- 
veftigation  will,  I hope,  apologize  for  the 
fmall  advances  which  I have  been  yet  able 
to  make. 

Adlpofe  Sarcoma . 

This  is  a very  common  fpecies  of  farco- 
matous  tumour,  and  is  formed  moft  com- 
monly on  the  front,  or  back  part  of  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  and  lometimes  in  the 
extremities. 

Although  it  is  generally  formed  in  the 

midft  of  cellular  and  adipofe  lubftance,  there 

can 
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can  be  little  doubt  that  its  origin  is  like  that 
of  other  tumours ; that,  in  the  firft  initance, 
it  was  coagulable  lymph,  rendered  vafcular 
by  the  growth  of  veflels  into  it,  and  that  its 
future  (Iru&ure  was  the  confequence  of  their 
arrangement  and  actions.  That  this  was  the 
cafe  in  the  pendulous  tumours  mentioned  in 
the  preliminary  obfervations  (page  9.)  feems 
to  be  certain. 

The  di(lin<T  origin  of  fuch  tumours  is 
made  fufficiently  evident,  by  obferving,  that 
they  have  always  a thin  capfule  of  common 
cellular  fub (lance,  which  feparates  them  from 
the  contiguous  parts.  This  capfule  feems 
merely  to  be  the  effect  of  that  condenfation 
of  the  furrounding  cellular  fubflance,  which 
the  preffure  of  the  tumour  occafions.  As  the 
growth  of  adipofe  tumours  is  regularly  and 
(lowly  progreflive  ; as  nothing  like  inflamma- 
tion in  general  accompanies  their  increafe  ; 
their  capfules  afford  a linking  inftance  of  an 
inveftment  acquired  Amply  by  a flight  con- 
denfation of  the  furrounding  cellular  (Iruc- 
ture,  unaffe&ed  by  inflammation.  The  cap- 
fule, 
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fule,  which  is  very  thin,  adheres  but  flightly 
to  the  tumour  ; and  the  principal  connection 
appears  to  be  by  veflels,  which  pafs  through  it 
to  enter  the  fubftance  of  the  tumour.  Thefe 
veflels  are  fo  fmall  and  the  connection  fo 
flight,  that  no  difleCtion  is  required  to  fepa- 
rate  it ; for  when  the  tumour  is  to  be  re- 
moved, the  hand  of  the  operator  can  be 
eafily  introduced  between  it  and  its  inveft- 
ment,  and  it  is  thus  readily  turned  out  of 
its  capfule. 

The  veflels  of  adipofe  tumours  are  neither 
large  nor  numerous  ; they  are  readily  torn 
when  the  feparation  alluded  to  is  attempted, 
and  they  fcarcely  bleed  after  it  has  been 
eflfeCted.  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  when  the 
greater  part  of  a large  tumour  has  been  de- 
tached, and  no  veflel  of  confequence  has  been 
divided,  that  fome  principal  nutrient  artery 
will  afterwards  be  met  with,  and  this  lup- 
pofition  produces  an  unneceflary  hefitation 
on  the  part  of  the  operator.  There  is  in- 
deed no  fpecics  of  tumour  that  can  be  re- 
moved with  fo  much  celerity,  with  fuch  ap- 
parent 
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parent  dexterity,  or  with  fuch  complete  fe- 
curity  againfl  future  confequences  as  thofe  of 
an  adipofe  nature.  In  fome  in  fiances,  how- 
ever, when  inflammation  has  been  induced, 
the  capfules  even  of  thefe  tumours  are 
thickened,  and  adhere  fo  as  not  to  be  fe- 
parable  without  difficulty  from  their  furface. 
To  certify  this  remark  I may  mention  the 
cafe  of  a man  who  had  an  adipofe  tumour 
growing  beneath  the  fkin  of  the  nates,  in 
which  the  preffure  from  fitting  occafioned 
inflammation,  and  this  kind  of  tenacious  ad- 
heflon  of  the  capfule  to  its  furface.  This 
circumflance  made  the  feparation  of  the  fkin 
from  off  its  furface  difficult,  when  the  extirpa- 
tion of  the  tumour  was  undertaken ; but, 
after  that  was  accomplifhed,  the  bafe  of  the 
tumour  was  lifted  up  and  removed  with  great 
facility,  and  almofl  without  the  ufe  of  the 
knife.  The  under  part  of  this  tumour  had 
not  a regular  furface,  but  projected  in  por- 
tions fo  as  to  have  a lobulated  appearance  ; 
a circumflance  which  is  not  unfrequent,  and 
which  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  From  the 
occurrence  of  inflammation  likewife  thefe 

tumours 
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tumours  fometimes  adhere  to  the  conti- 
guous parts  ; of  which  circumflance  the  cafe 
which  I am  about  to  relate  affords  a curious 
example. 

I have  known  feveral  fatty  tumours  grow- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  in  different  parts  of  the 
body  of  the  fame  perfon. 

I fhall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  extirpation  of  a veiy  large  tu- 
mour of  this  kind  ; as  the  cafe  is  particularly 
interefting,  and  fhe ws  that  the  circumftances 
ufually  met  with  are  unaltered  by  the  fize  of 

the  tumour. 


CASE. 

A healthy  middle-aged  man  had  a tumour 
formed  apparently  beneath  the  fafcia  of  his 
thigh,  which  he  remembered  when  no  bigger 
than  an  egg.  It  had  increafed  by  a regular 
and  flow  progrefs,  in  little  more  than  four 
years,  to  a very  great  magnitude,  fuch  as 
may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  when  it  is  told,  that 
it  weighed,  after  removal,  between  fourteen 
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and  fifteen  pounds.  It  had  been  attended 
with  no  pain  during  its  increafe,  and  was 
now  only  inconvenient  by  its  bulk. 

The  furgeons  who  fir  ft  faw  this  patient 
would  not  undertake  any  operation,  feeling 
an  uncertainty  as  to  the  nature  and  con- 
nections of  the  tumour ; though  they  all 
agreed  that,  when  the  fkin  gave  way,  there 
was  but  little  chance  of  the  poor  man’s  fur- 
viving  the  confequences  of  fuch  an  expofure. 
Confidering  from  the  hiftoryof  the  cafe,  that 
the  tumour  mufr  have  been  removable  in  the 
firft  inftance ; believing,  from  its  freedom 
from  pain  and  irritation,  that  it  was  of  no 
malignant  nature,  and  that  an  operation  was 
only  alarming  from  its  magnitude ; I recom- 
mended the  patient  to  fee  the  mod  eminent 
burgeons  in  London,  before  he  returned  in 
defpair  to  the  country,  from  whence  he  had 
come  for  relief.  Mr.  Cline  gave  him  more 
dire&  hopes  of  fuccefs  than  he  received  elfe- 
where,  and  he  went  into  St.  Thomas’s  Hof- 
pital  to  fubmit  to  the  operation. 


When 
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When  Mr.  Cline  had  divided  the  (kin  and 
fafcia  of  the  thigh,  the  tumour  was  eafily 
turned  out ; but  it  had  unfortunately  acquired 
a ligamentous  adhefion  to  the  orbicular  liga- 
ment of  the  hip,  which  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  without,  in  fome  degree,  injuring  that 
part.  This  attachment  appeared  to  be  about 
half  an  inch  in  breadth  and  about  one  fourth 
of  an  inch  in  length.  The  caufe  and  nature 
of  this  firm  attachment  to  the  ligament  of 
the  hip,  feems  the  only  circumftance  peculiar 
to  this  cafe,  or  requiring  explanation.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  eafily  accounted  for,  by  fuppoiing 
the  tumour  to  have  comprefled  and  irritated 
that  part,  and  thus  to  have  occafioned  an  adhe- 
fion, at  firft  of  a gelatinous  nature,  but  which 
afterwards  becoming  organized,  had  adumed 
the  ftrudure  of  the  parts,  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded. In  like  manner  tumours  growing 
near,  and  comprelling  the  furface  of  bones, 
frequently  occaiion  a degree  ot  exoftofis. 

No  haemorrhage  followed  the  removal  of 
the  tumour,  d he  wound  at  firft  appealed 
difpofed  to  do  well,  but  the  patient  became 

feverifh, 
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feveriffi,  and  it  did  not  unite  by  adhefion. 
There  were  alfo  fome  fymptoms  indicating 
inflammation  about  the  hip-joint.  The  man* 
however,  furmounted  thefe  difficulties,  and, 

after  fome  months,  was  difcharged  from  the 
Hofpital. 

There  were  two  circumftances  in  the  ope- 
ration attended  with  danger  ; one,  the  fize  of 
the  wound,  which  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  unite  by  adhefion,  on  account  of  the  irri- 
tation which  from  its  extent  muft  be  created  ; 
the  other,  this  unlucky  attachment  to  the 
ligament  of  the  joint.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  a difeafe,  fo  readily  removable  in  its  com- 
mencement, ffiould  have  been  fuffered  to  ac- 
quire a magnitude,  which  alone  was  a fource 
of  danger. 


Pancreatic  Sarcoma . 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour 
which  I ffiall  defcribe,  refembles  in  appear- 
ance the  pancreas,  and,  on  that  account,  may 
be  named  (if  the  etymological  import  of  the 
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word  be  not  confidered  as  prohibitory)  Pan- 
creatic Sarcoma. 

This  new-formed  fubftance  is  made  up  of 
irregularly  fhaped  mafies ; in  colour,  texture, 
and  fize  refembling  the  larger  mafies  which 
compofe  the  pancreas.  They  appear  alfo  to 
be  connected  to  each  other,  like  the  portion^ 
of  that  gland,  by  a fibrous  fubftance  of  a 
loofer  texture.  This  kind  of  farcoma,  though 
fometimes  formed  diftindly  in  the  cellular 
fubftance,  more  frequently  occurs  in  the  fe- 
male bread,  perhaps  originating  in  lymphatic 
c-lands  ; and,  as  cafes  of  this  kind  fufficiently 
illuftrate  its  nature  and  progrefs,  and  appear 
more  interefting  in  proportion  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  parts  concerned,  I fhall  feled 
fome  inftances  of  this  kind,  to  fhew  thofe 
circumftances  which  feem  moft  important 
in  the  hiftory  of  this  fpecies  of  farcoma. 

I fhall,  however,  firft  relate  a cafe  of  this 

difeafed  ftrudure  occurring  in  the  lymphatic 

glands  beneath  the  lower  jaw,  and  afterwards 
r fpcak 
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ipeak  of  its  progrefs  when  it  takes  place 
about  the  female  breaft. 

A man  came  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hof- 
pital  from  Oxfordshire,  with  three  difeafed 
lymphatic  glands,  each  of  the  fize  of  a very 
large  plumb.  They  were  fituated  beneath 
the  bafis  of  the  jaw,  upon  the  mylohyoideus 
mufcle.  They  refilled  the  attempts  which 
had  been  made  to  difcufs  them  ; and  had  not 
been  removed  from  an  apprehenfion  that  a 
dangerous  haemorrhage  would  take  place  in 
the  operation.  The  glands  had  gradually, 
though  very  llowly,  attained  their  prefent 
magnitude,  for  the  difeafe  was  of  fifteen 
years’  duration.  The  furrounding  parts  were 
not  afFeded.  Sir  Charles  Blicke  undertook 
and  accomplished  the  removal  of  the  dif- 
eafed glands,  the  ftrudure  of  which  was 
exadly  fuch  as  has  ,been  defcribed.  This 
cafe  is  related  in  the  firfl  place,  as  it  Shews 
moll  clearly  the  ufual  charaderiftics  of 
this  fpecies  of  difeafed  ftrudure  ; which  are 
thofe  of  llowly  increafing,  of  not  being 

D 2 prone 


A CLASSIFICATION 


36 

prone  to  inflammation,  or  tending  to  fup- 
pu  ration. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention, 
though  it  is  irrelevant  to  the  pretent  tubjeCt, 
that,  in  the  operation,  the  external  maxillary 
artery  was  unavoidably  divided.  It  did  not, 
however,  bleed  immediately  after  the  opera- 
tion,  fo  that  this  cirumftance  was  not  per- 
ceived ; and  the  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  one  future,  and  accu- 
rately and  firmly  clofed  by  fticking-plafter* 
Shortly  afterwards  the  patient  telt  a fenfe  of 
choking,  which  increafed  to  a flate  of  almoft 
adtual  luffocation.  Indeed  it  feems  probaole 
that  this  might  really  have  happened  before 
any  one  could  have  got  to  his  afliflance,  had 
not  fome  of  the  platters  fortunately  given  way, 
and  afforded  fome  difcharge  to  the  blood : 
for  a very  great  quantity  ot  coagulated  blood 
had  collected  within  the  wound,  and  com- 
preffed  the  trachea  and  pharynx  to  a greater 
degree  than  would  readily  be  believed  by 
thole  who  had  not  witneffed  the  fa£t.  i his 

circumflance 
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circumflance  is  mentioned  to  fhew  the  im- 
propriety when  there  is  any  chance  of  hae- 
morrhage, of  doling  wounds  fo  fiddly  by 
flicking-plafler,  as  to  allow  no  exit  to  any 
blood  that  may  be  effufed  ; and  it  is  particu- 
larly unfafe  in  circumflances  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  the  foregoing  cafe.  If  the  haemorrhage  be 
but  fmall  in  quantity,  and  the  efcape  of  the 
blood  be  prevented,  it  feparates  the  Tides  of 
the  wound  which  fhould  lie  in  clofe  contad, 
and  thereby  prevents  their  immediate  union  ; 
and,  if  it  be  confiderable,  it  deferves  to  be 
remarked,  that,  fo  far  is  the  compreffion 
which  the  confined  blood  mud  make  on  the 
arteries,  from  which  it  was  poured,  from 
flopping  the  bleeding,  that  it  feems  to  be  a 
flimulating  caufe,  exciting  an  hsemorrhagic 
aftion  in  the  veffels.  This  remark  is  mani- 
fefted  by  the  prefent,  as  well  as  by  many 
other  cafes  in  furgery. 

This  kind  of  farcoma  frequently  forms 
amidft  the  mammary  gland,  a little  above, 
and  on  that  fide  of  the  nipple,  which  is  next 
to  the  arm.  Its  appearance  would  lead  one 
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to  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a lymphatic  gland, 
which  is  ufually  found  in  that  fituation,  con- 
verted into  this  ftru&ure ; but  fometimes  it 
feems  like  a didin£t  tumour.  It  is  the  ktap- 
pearance  of  the  capfule  which  inveds  the 
tumour,  that  has  led  me  to  form  thefe 
opinions. 

9 

Thefe  tumours  leffen  in  bulk  if  judicioufly 
treated  ; but  if  they  cannot  be  entirely  dif- 
perfed,  they  increafe  gradually ; and  when 
they  have  attained  fome  considerable  iize, 
they  are  generally  removed,  from  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  confequences  which  they  might 
produce,  if  they  were  Suffered  to  remain.  If 
the  tumour  be  indolent,  and  if  it  increafes 
jfiowly,  the  parts  furrounding  it,  and  the 
glands  in  the  axilla  are  not  affedted.  But 
fome  tumours  formed  by  this  kind  of  difeafed 
dru&ure,  which  do  not  unfrequently  occur 
in  the  bread,  are,  contrary  to  the  ordinary 
properties  of  fuch  difeafes,  of  a very  irritable 
nature,  occafioning  fevere  and  lancinating 
pain,  and  producing  an  inflammatory  date  of 

the  fkin  which  covers  them,  fo  that  it  be- 
comes 
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comes  adherent  to  their  furface.  They  alio 
irritate  the  abforbents  leading  to  the  axilla, 
and  produce  enlargement  of  their  glands* 
From  thefe  circumlfances  1 fufped  that  thefe 
tumours  may  be  frequently  confidered  as 
cancers.  Thefe  extremely  irritable  tumours 
do  not  generally  attain  any  confiderable  mag- 
nitude ; they  are  reduced  in  fize  by  the  treat- 
ment which  has  been  mentioned,  but  increafe 
again,  when  it  has  been  defifted  from.  Some- 
times a tumour  of  this  nature,  which  was 
irritable  in  the  firft  inftance,  becomes  in- 
dolent after  the  a&ivity  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  checked  by  proper  local  applications, 
but  in  other  cafes  the  irritability  of  the  difeafe 
recurs.  The  pain  is  lancinating,  and  fo  fevere 
as  to  make  the  patients  feverifh,  grow  faint 
frequently,  and  lofe  their  mufcular  ftrength. 
When  the  axillary  glands  become  aftefted, 
one  generally  fwells  at  firft,  and  is  extremely 
tender  and  painful  ; but  afterwards  the  pain 
abates,  and  it  remains  indurated:  another 

then  becomes  affe&ed,  and  runs  through  the 
fame  courfe.  I remember  an  inftance  where 
many  of  the  glands  attained  a confiderable  * 
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magnitude.  The  cafe  was  confidered  as 
cancerous,  and  the  tumour,  which  was  of  the 
ilrudfure  that  has  been  deferibed,  and  alfo 
fome  of  the  difeafed  glands  were  removed, 
but  feveral  were  left,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

CASE. 

A young  woman,  who  lived  with  me  as 
a fervant,  fuffered  for  more  than  two  years 
levere  pain,  and  confiderable  conftitutional 
indifpofition,  from  a tumour  of  this  kind, 
which  had  caufed  inflammation  and  en- 
largement of  three  of  the  axillary  glands. 
Being  allured  that  it  was  not  carcinomatous 
from  its  diminution  under  furgical  treatment, 
I waited  in  hopes- that  fome  beneficial  change 
would  fpontaneoufly  take  place ; but  at  laft, 
by  her  requeft,  and,  with  the  coinciding 
opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  I removed  the 
original  tumour,  leaving  the  difeafed  glands 
in  the  axilla.  The  fource  of  irritation  being 
taken  away,  they  gradually  fubfided,  and 
the  patient  foon  grew  fat,  and  became 
and  remained  remarkably  healthy.  I have 
known  many  fimilar  cafes.  As  I have 

preferved 
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preferved  no  notes,  and  do  not  perfectly 
recoiled:  any  cafe,  of  a tumour  of  this  ftruc- 
ture  occurring  in  a didind  form,  unlefs  fome 
of  thofe  about  the  bread  may  be  fo  con- 
iidered  ; and  as  I wi(h  to  (hew  that  all  thefe 
difeafes  occur  didindly  as  well  as  in  glands^ 
I (hall,  as  an  indance  of  a pancreatic  ap- 
pearance in  a didind  tumour,  refer  the 
reader  to  the  curious  Cafe  publifhed  in 
London  by  Dr.  Bouttatz  of  Mofcow,  of  a 
tumour  which  grew  beneath  the  conj undiva 
of  the  eye,  and  protruded  it  between  the 
eyelids.  The  tumour  was  feven  inches  long 
and  three  inches  and  a half  in  circumference, 
and  weighed  two  pounds  and  a half.  The 
drudure,  which  is  reprefented  in  a plate, 
anfwers  corredly  to  that  which  I have  de- 
nominated pancreatic,  and  it  had  alfo  the 
ordinary  charaders  of  this  difeafed  drudure, 
which  are  thofe  of  flowly  and  regularly  in- 
creafing,  not  prone  to  inflammation  nor 
tending  to  fuppuration.  The  tumour,  as 
might  be  naturally  fuppofed,  was  clofely 
conneded  with  the  tunica  conjundiva  againd 
which  it  prefled,  but  the  bale  of  it  was 
eafily  elevated  from  the  cornea  which  dill 

retained 
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retained  its  natural  tranfparency,  and  the 
patient  regained  his  fight  on  its  removal. 

Cyjiic  Sarcoma. 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcomatous.  tumour, 
as  it  contains  cells  or  cyfts,  may  be  named 
Cyftic  Sarcoma ; and  this  fpecies  will  be 
found  to  comprehend  varieties.  This  fpecies 
fometimes  occurs  as  a diftindt  tumour,  but 
is  more  frequently  met  with  in  the  teftis 
and  ovary.  In  one  kind  of  difeafe  of  the 
teftis,  the  part  is  perhaps  enlarged  to  fix  times 
its  natural  fize,  and  confifts  of  a congeries 
of  cells,  containing  a ferous  fluid ; their 
fize  is  that  of  currants  or  grapes,  but  of  an 
oval  figure.  The  fides  of  the  cyfts  are  fo 
vafcular  as  to  be  made  red  by  injection  ; 
and  fometimes  the  injection  is  even  efFufed 
and  tinges  the  contents  of  the  cyft.  Dr. 
Baillie  has  favoured  us  with  an  elegant 
and  correct  representation  of  this  difeafe,  in 
his  Series  of  Engravings  intended  to  illuftrate 
the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  fome  of  the  moft 
important  Parts  of  the  Human  Body  *.  I 

* Vide  Fafc.  8.  Plate  8.  Fig,  2. 
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•have  known  this  alteration  of  ftrudurethe  con- 
fequence  of  a blow  received  on  the  part ; but, 
in  general,  it  occurs  without  evident  injury. 
The  firm  or  farcomatous  part  of  an  ovary, 
affords  a good  fpecimen  of  the  ftrudure  I 
am  defcribing ; the  cells  are  here  much  larger, 
and  are  fo  vafcular  as  to  be  made  quite  red 
by  injedion. 

To  fhew  that  this  ftrudure  is  not  pe- 
culiar to  thefe  parts,  I may  mention  the  fol- 
lowing cafe  : a tumour  was  taken  from  the 
face  of  a boy  by  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  which, 
when  divided,  was  found  to  confift  entirely 
of  an  afiemblage  of  cells  filled  with  a watery  " 
yet  coagulable  fluid. 

In  the  teftis,  cyfts  are  not  unfrequently 
found  containing  a kind  of  cafeous  fubftance. 
In  this  cafe  too,  the  fides  of  the  cyft  are  vaf- 
cular. The  cyfts  are  generally  large,  and 
fometimes  there  is  but  one.  I have  called 
the  fubftance  cafeous,  becaufe  it  refembles 
cheefe  in  confidence,  and  in  colour ; being  of 
a yellowilli  call,  and  of  an  unduous  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance,  but  it  is  not  at  all  un&uous  to  the 
touch.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that 
this  cafeous  fubftance  is  lometimes  irregularly 
diftributed  throughout  the  vafcular  fubftance 
of  a difeafed  teftis,  without  being  confined 
m diftindt  cyfts.  I believe  this  kind  of  far- 
cocele  is  particularly  unyielding  to  medical 
treatment. 

Majloid , or  Mammary  Sarcoma. 

There  is  a fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour, 
which  indeed  I have  not  frequently  met 
with,  but  which  fo  ftrikingly  refembles  the 
mammary  gland  in  colour  and  texture,  that, 
wifhing  to  diftinguifh  it  on  account  of  the 
following  cafe,  I have  named  it  Mammary 
Sarcoma. 

I have  feen  this  fubftance  (which  is  white 
and  firm,  and  has  a fimilarity  of  appearance 
throughout)  in  the  mid  ft  of  adipofe  tu- 
mours ; but  my  attention  was  not  particu- 
larly excited  to  it  till  the  following  cafe 
occurred. 

r% 
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A moderately  healthy  middle-aged  woman 
came  from  the  country  to  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital,  on  account  of  a tumour  of  the  fize 
of  a very  large  orange,  which  had  grown 
gradually  on  the  front  of  her  thigh : it  lay 
beneath  the  integuments  and  above  the  fafcia. 
It  was  removed  by  an  operation,  and  the  in- 
teguments covering  the  tumour  were  alfo 
taken  away,  as  in  the  removal  of  the  can- 
cerous bread:.  The  Tides  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  fticking-plafter,  and,  at 
firft,  feemed  dilpofed  to  heal  $ but  afterwards 
a confiderable  induration  of  the  furroundino- 

t> 

parts  took  place,  and  the  wound  degenerated 
into  a malignant  ulcer,  which  fpread  exten- 
lively,  and  was  incorrigible  by  any  medical 
means  employed.  As  the  ulcer  fpread,  fo, 
in  the  fame  proportion,  did  the  hardnefs  of 
the  parts  which  furrounded  it.  The  pain 
and  fever  fo  exhaufted  the  patient,  that  in 
about  two  months  Ihe  died. 

This  tumour,  the  appearance  of  which  was 
exa&ly  of  the  kind  that  has  been  defcribed, 
feemed  to  have  no  diftind  capfule,  but  to  be 

gradually 
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gradually  loft  in  the  furrounding  parts.  The 
whole  of  the  difeafed  part  feemed  to  have 
been  removed,  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  con- 
tiguous parts  had  a difpofition  to  difeafe, 
which  was  aggravated,  and  rendered  more 
virulent,  by  the  injury  of  the  operation. 
Could  the  circumftances  have  been  forefeen, 
it  might  have  been  right  to  have  removed  the 
parts  furrounding  this  tumour  more  exten- 
iively,  as  fuggefted  in  one  of  the  preliminary 
obfervations.  • 

There  is  a fimilar  kind  of  difeafed  ftrudure, 
but  of  a fofter  texture,  which  is  frequently 
found  as  a diftind  tumour,  or  in  glandular 
parts ; which  perhaps  might,  with  propriety, 
be  confidered  as  a variety  of  the  fame  fpecies 
of  farcoma.  It  has  the  fame  uniformity  of 
furface,  but  it  is  not  always  of  a white  colour, 
being  occafionally  of  a brownilh  or  reddifli 
tint.  I have  feen  a fubftance  of  this  kind 
forming  a tumour  furrounding  and  compref- 
iing  the  cefophagus,  and  caufing  a contraction 
of  that  tube.  I have  feen  this  kind  ol  far- 
coma in  glandular  parts,  in  which  the  pro- 
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grefs  and  event  of  the  cafe  did  not  indicate 
the  difeafe'to  be  of  a noxious  nature.  The 
general  refult  of  my  obfervations,  however, 
has  induced  me  to  believe,  that  this  difcafed 
ftru&ure  may  degenerate  into  an  intradable 
ulcer,  which  will  communicate  its  difeafe  to 
rhe  furrounding  parts,  and  I have  therefore 
placed  this  fpecies  of  farcoma  between  thofe 
which  feem  to  poffefs  no  malignity  and  thofe 
which  follow,  and  which  are  of  a very  de- 
ftrudive  nature. 

Tuber  ciliated  Sarcoma . 

» 

The  next  fpecies  of  farcoma  which  I have 
to  defcribe  may  be  named  Tuberculated  Sar- 
coma. It  confifls  of  an  aggregation  of  fmall, 
firm,  roundifh  tumours,  of  different  fizes  and 
colours,  conneded  together  by  a kind  of  cel- 
lular fubftance.  The  fize  of  the  tubercles  is 
from  that  of  a pea  to  that  of  a horfe-bean,  or 
fometimes  larger  ; the  colour  of  a brownifh 
red,  and  fome  are  of  a yellowiih  tint.  In  Dr. 
Baillie’s  Plates  there  is  one  of  the  tubercu- 
lated liver  *,  which  expreffes  the  appearance 

* Vide  Fafc.  5.  Plate  2. 
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of  this  kind  of  farcoma  as  well  as  can  poffibly 
be  done  by  an  engraving. 

The  inttances  which  I have  feen  have  been 
chiefly  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck. 
The  tumours  have  ulcerated  ; have  become 
painful  and  intra&able  fores;  and  have  de- 
ftroyed  the  patient.  The  difeafe  appears  to 
poffefs  a very  malignant  nature. 

A remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  occurred 
in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital  in  1797.  A 
man  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  had 
a large  tumour  at  the  fide  of  his  neck,  be- 
neath the  platyfma  myoides.  It  meafured 
about  eight  inches  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth.  It  was  hard  and  irregular  on  the 
furface,  feeming  like  a clutter  of  difeafed 
lymphatic  glands.  It  was  extremely  painful, 
and  had  greatly  impaired  his  health.  He 
affirmed  that  it  had  not  been  more  than  fix 
months  lince  its  firft  appearance,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  this  time,  numerous  fmall  tumours 
of  fimilar  denfity  and  ftrudture  had  grown  be- 
neath the  fkin  all  over  the  trunk  of  the  body, 
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but  chiefly  on  the  neck  and  abdomen.  The 
fkin  and  the  front  of  the  tumour  in  the  neck 
had  ulcerated,  and  become  a painful  phage- 
denic fore  ; and  the  patient  died  with  hedic 
fever,  in  about  fix  weeks  after  his  admiflion 
into  the  Holpital.  The  firudure  of  all  the 
tumours  was  alike,  and  fuch  as  has  been 
defcribed : the  body  was  examined  by  the 
ftudents  of  the  Hofpital,  who  faid  that  there 
were  no  tubercles  on  the  vifcera,  as  there 
commonly  are  in  cafes  of  this  difeafe. — As 
this  difeafe  is  uncommon,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  relate  another  cafe  on  which  I was 
confulted  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year. 

A gentleman  had  a tumour  in  the  lym- 
phatic glands  of  the  axilla,  which  he  had 
taken  notice  of  about  a month,  and  which 
was  fuppofed  to  be  of  a fcrofulous  nature. 

I was  confulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
going  to  the  fea-fide.  The  tumour  was  of 
the  fize  of  an  egg,  and  its  furface  was  irre- 
gular from  the  projedion  of  numerous  tu- 
bercles. This  circumftance  ftruck  me,  and 
hd  me  to  inquire  if  he  had  no  other  little 
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tumours  in  the  fkin.  He  told  me  there  was 
one  in  the  groin,  which  appeared  on  examina- 
tion to  be  a diftind:  tubercle  ; and,  on  further 
inquiry,  I found  that  the  glands  above  the  col- 
lar-bone, by  the  fide  of  the  neck,  were  in  fome 
degree  affeded.  I had  no  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  and  told  the  phyfician,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  ^terminate  fatally. 
After  about  a fortnight,  when  I faw  the  pa- 
tient again,  tnefe  tubercles  had  multiplied  all 
over  the  fkin,  both  in  the  front  and  back 
part  of  the  body  ; they  were  hard  and  painful, 
and  gave  him  the  fenfation  as  if  he  was  lying 
on  a number  of  hobnails.  The  difeale  in 
the  glands,  both  below  and  above  the  collar- 
bone, had  greatly  increafed,  and  the  arm  was 
very  cedematous.  The  difeafe  progreffively 
increaied  j the  fkin  feemed  to  peel  off  in 
thin  (loughs  from  the  furface  of  the  enlarged 
glands  in  the  axilla  ; • but  no  floughing  or 
ulceration  had  taken  place  in  the  tumour 
when  the  patient  died,  which  was  about  five 
weeks  after  I hr  ft  faw  him.  On  examining 
the  body,  the  tubercles  every  where  had  the 
appearance  which  has  been  defenbed ; and 
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many  fimilar  tubercles  were  found  on  the 
furface  of  the  lungs,  heart,  liver,  fpleen, 
omentum,  and  mefentery.  The  abforbent 
glands  of  the  mefentery,  and  the  other  in- 
ternal abforbent  glands  were,  however,  un- 
affected by  this  difeafe. 

Medullary  Sarcoma . 

The  farcoma  which  is  next  to  be  defcribed 
is  generally  found  in  the  teftis,  and  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  foft  cancer  of 
that  part.  The  term  cancer  is  objectionable, 
becaufe  it  conveys  an  erroneous  idea  of  its 
nature ; for  this  difeafe,  though  perhaps 
equally  deltruCtive,  will  be  fhewn  to  be  un- 
like cancer  in  its  nature  and  progrefs. 

The  tumour,  in  thofe  cafes  of  the  difeafe 
which  I have  mod  frequently  met  with,  has 
been  of  a whitifh  colour,  refembling,  on  a 
general  and  diftant  infpeCtion,  the  appearance 
of  the  brain.  The  difeafe  is  ufually  of  a 
pulpy  confidence ; and  I have,  therefore, 
been  induced  to  diftinguifh  it  by  the  name 
of  medullary  farcoma.  Although  I have 
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more  frequently  met  with  this  difeafe  of  a 
whitiih  colour,  yet  I have  often  feen  it  of  a 
brownifh  red  appearance.  Which  is  moft 
common  I cannot  decide  : the  ftrufture  and 
feel  of  both  are  the  fame,  and  their  progrefs 
is  alfo  fimilar ; they  are  therefore  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  varieties  of  one  fpecies.  The 
fhortefl  way  in  which  I can  communicate  a 
knowledge  of  this  difeafe,  and  render  thofe 
remarks,  which  I have  to  make  on  it  in- 
telligible, will  be,  by  relating  a cafe  in  which 
it  proceeded  to  a very  confiderable  extent 
before  it  deftroyed  the  patient. 

CASE. 

A tall  thin  healthy-looking  man,  of  about 
forty  years  of  age,  had,  about  fifteen  years 
before,  a fwelled  tefticle  from  a gonorrhaea  ; 
the  epididymis  remained  indurated.  Six  years 
afterwards  it  became  enlarged,  and  a hydro- 
cele at  the  flime  time  formed.  Half  a pint 
of  water  was  difeharged  by  a punflure,  but 
inflammation  fucceeded  the  operation,  and 

this  tefUs  became  very  large.  An  abfeefs 
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formed,  and  burft  in  the  front  of  the  fcrotum, 
and  the  teftis  fubfided  in  fome  degree.  Mer- 
cury was  employed  to  reduce  it,  but  without 
effect.  The  part  however  was  indolent,  and 
gave  the  patient  no  trouble  but  from  its 
bulk. 

About  a year  afterwards  a gland  enlarged 
in  the  left  groin  (the  fame  fide  as  the  teftis): 
another  then  became  fwoln  in  the  right  groin, 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  two  years,  feveral  glands 
in  each  groin  had  obtained  a very  confider- 
able  magnitude.  At  this  period  he  was  ad~ 
mitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Long.  The  teftis  was,  at  this 
time,  between  four  or  five  inches  in  length, 
and  about  three  in  breadth ; it  refembled  its 
natural  form,  and  was  indolent  in  its  difpo- 
fition.  The  fpermatic  chord  was  thickened, 
but  not  much  indurated.  Four  or  five  glands 
were  enlarged  in  the  groin  on  both  fides  ; each 
of  which  was  of  the  fize  of  a very  large 
orange ; and,  when  obferved  together,  they 
formed  a tumour  of  very  uncommon  fhape 
and  magnitude. 
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They  gradually  increafed  in  fize  for  fe~ 
veral  months,  till  at  laft  the  {kin  appeared 
as  if  unable  to  contain  them  any  iongei.  It 
became  thin,  inflamed,  and  ulcerated  ; firfl  in 
the  left  groin,  and  expofed  one  of  the  moft 
prominent  tumours.  The  expoied  tumour 
inflamed  and  floughed  progreflively,  till  it 
entirely  came  away.  As  the  floughing  ex- 
pofed its  veflels,  which  were  large,  they  bled 
profufely,  infomuch  that  the  fludents  endea- 
voured, but  in  vain,  to  fecure  them  by  liga- 
tures : for  the  fubftance  of  the  tumour 

was  cut  through,  and  torn  away  in  the  at- 
tempt. Preflure  by  the  fingei,  continued  ior 
fome  time,  was  the  only  effedual  mode  of 
retraining  this  haemorrhage. 


The  lofs  of  one  gland  relieved  the  dif- 
tended  {kin,  which  had  only  ulcerated  on  the 
moil  prominent  part  of  the  tumoui,  and  had 
not  become  difeafed.  It  now  loll  its  inflamed 
afped  : granulations  formed,  and  a cicatrix 
took  place.  In  the  oppoflte  groin  a iunilar 
occurrence  happened.  One  gland,  expofed 
by  the  ulceration  of  the  fkin,  floughed  out, 
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being  attended  by  the  circumftances  juft  re- 
cited. However  before  the  fkin  was  cica- 
trized, ulceration  had  again  taken  place  in  the 
right  groin,  in  confequence  of  the  great  dil- 
tenfion  of  the  fkin  from  the  growth  of  the 
tumour ; and  Houghing  had  begun  in  the  tu- 
mour, when  the  patient,  whofe  vital  powers 
had  long  been  greatly  exhaufted,  died. 

The  teftis  was  injected,  and,  when  divided, 
was  found  to  be  of  a whitifh  colour,  and 
moderately  firm  confidence,  and  was  made 
red  by  the  inje&ion  in  various  parts.  The 
tumour  formed  by  the  inguinal  glands  on  each 
fide  was  as  large  as  a man’s  head,  and  the 
ftru&ure  was  very  fimilar  to  that  of  the  tef- 
tis but  more  pulpy.  On  opening  the  body 
the  pelvis  was  almoft  filled  with  fimilarly 
difeafed  glands,  and  the  vertebrae  were  hidden 
by  others  as  high  up  as  the  diaphragm. 
The  difeafe  in  the  upper  ones  was  not  how- 
ever fo  far  advanced  as  in  the  others  : fome 
of  the  former,  which  lay  clofe  to  the  dia- 
phragm, and  were  not  larger  than  a wal- 
nut, being  cut  into,  a thick  fluid,  refcmbling 
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cream  in  colour  and  confidence,  efcaped,  and 
was  expreflfed,  and  the  gland  was  left  a con- 
texture of  loofe  fibrous  fubftance. 

The  date  of  the  glands  newly  affeded 
{hews,  that  the  actions  ol  this  difeafe  caufe  a 
fecretion  of  fluid- like  cream  ; that  this  fluid 
acquires  confidence  during  its  refidence  in 
the  part ; and  that  it  is  the  caufe  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  fize  in  the  gland.  The  piofufe 
haemorrhage,  which  took  place  during  the 
' floughing,  fhews  that  there  is  an  increafe  of 
veflfels  proportionate  to  the  augmentation  in 

bulk  of  the  difeafed  part  *.  The  fimple  ulcer- 
ation 

* Whether  there  are  in  this  difeafe  any  new  veflfels  formed 
may  fairly  be  doubted  ; the  depofited  fubftance  acquiies  fo- 
lidity  by  refidence,  but  it  is  not  of  that  nature  which  feems 
to  admit  of  becoming  organized.  Indeed  it  may  reafon- 
ablybe  queftioned,  whether  velfels  will,  in  any  inftance, 
grow  into  any  depofited  fubftance.  except  the  gelatinous  part 
of  the  blood,  as  that  feems  to  be  the  common  and  natural 
matrix  for  them.  Yet  fome  tubercles  in  the  liver  can  be 
Injected  ; where  the  difeafe  appears  to  be  formed  of  a fecre- 
tion made  from  cyfts,  and  of  a different  natuie  from  the  gela- 
tinous parts  of  the  blood  : yet  veliels  have  appaientlyg  rov.ii 
into  the  depofited  matter.  I am  alfo  much  miftaken  if  I 

Jiave  not  fecn  tubercles  in  the  lungs  fuppurate,  though  tney 
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ation  of  the  {kin  from  diftenfion,  and  the 

fubfequent  healing  of  the  ulcer  {hew,  that 

, this 


were  of  a kind  which  anatomifts  in  general  confider  as  inor- 
ganic, becaufe  they  have  not  been  able  to  injecft  them*  Does 
not  this  change  from  a folid  fubftance  into  pus  imply  that 
they  are  vafcular,  fmce  they  go  through  the  fame  changes 
that  vafcular  parts  do  ? It  may  be  faid  that  the  change  is 
brought  about  by  the  furrounding  veffels,  or  by  thofe  of  their 
cyfts  ; but,  in  the  inftances  alluded  to,  this  fuppofition  ap- 
peared to  me  improbable.  The  fubjecf  feems  curious,  and 
I mention  it  merely  to  excite  attention.  I wifh  alfo  here  to 
ftate  fome  faffs  which,  though  not  important,  may  yet  be 
ufeful ; and  which  have  left  this  impreflion  upon  my  mind, 
that  we  do  wrong  to  deny  the  life  or  vafcularity  of  parts 
merely  becaufe  we  cannot  demonftrate  their  veffels  by  ana-_ 
tomical  artifices.  The  arguments  cited  by  Mr.  Hunter 
againft  the  vafcularity  of  the  teeth  are  remarkably  flrong, 
and  yet  that  accurate  obferver  could  not  convince  his  mind, 
that  the  decay  of  the  teeth  was  merely  a chemical  procefs, 
which  it  fhould  be,  if  they  were  inorganic.  It  appeared  to 
me,  that  there  was  fo  much  animal  fubftance  in  the  bone  of 
the  tooth  as  to  render  it  improbable  that  it  would  remain  in 
the  temperature,  in  which  it  exifts  throughout  life,  without 
undergoing  fome  chemical  change  ; and  indeed  the  progrefs 
of  the  decay  of  a tooth  feemed  to  me  more  like  an  animal 
than  a chemical  procefs.  » In  difcuffmg  this  fubjeft  in  a me- 
dical fociety  I was  led  to  afk,  whether  the  decayed  part  of 
a tooth  did  not  fometimes  become  painful  before  the  cavity 
containing  the  veffels  and  nerves  of  the  tooth  became  ex- 
pofed  j for,  in  that  cafe,  the  bone  itfelf  mull  poffefs  fenfation. 

As 
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this  morbid  affe&ion  is  unlike  carcinoma, 

which  communicates  its  difeafe  to  all  conti- 
guous 


As  far  as  my  opportunities  of  obfervation  enable  me  to  reply 
to  this  inquiry  I fhould  anfwer  it  in  the  affirmative  ; and  it 
is  alfo  known,  that  the  whole  crown  of  the  tooth  may  be  de- 
ftroyed  to  the  level  of  the  gum,  and  yet  the  patient  may  oc- 
cafionally  efcape  the  tooth-ache.  Suppofing  then  that  the 
decay  of  the  tooth  was  owing  to  a procefs  refembling  ulcer- 
ation, without  any  attempt  at  reparation,  fuch  as  we  occa- 
fionally  fee  even  in  foft  parts,  I was  led  to  inquire  further , 
whether  the  furface  might  not  be  fometimes  irritable  and 
fometimes  indolent;  whether  the  difeafe  might  not  fome- 
times proceed  rapidly,  and  at  another  be  nearly  ftationai  y. 
If  this  fuppofition  above  mentioned  had  any  truth  in  it,  I 
thought  we  might  put  it  to  this  left,  in  order  to  afeertain  the 
probability  or  falfity  of  the  conjecture.  We  might  deftroy 
the  irritable  furface  of  the  decaying  part  as  we  do  that  of  an 
nicer  with  cauftic,  and  thus  diminiffi  or  remove  the  pain. 
’Fhis  I have  done  in  a great  number  of  inftances  with  fuccefs ; 
and  the  mode  which  I have  adopted  is  to  moiften  the  black 
decayed  furface  with  muriatic  acid  one  half  or  one  third  di- 
luted with  water.  This  application  gives  no  pam,  except 
fometimes  when  it  gets  into  the  cavity  of  the  tooth,  but  it 
chemically  decompofes  the  difeafed  furface.  I ufually  repeat 
the  application  three  times,  allowing  alhort  interval  between 
each.  The  furface  which  has  been  thus  deftroyed  is  no 
longer  fore  ; it  may  be  touched  with  a probe,  and  even 
cold  water  may  be  applied  to  it  without  caufing  pain.  As 
far  as  my  obfervation  enables  me  to  form  an  opinion  on  this 

fubjeft,  the  moft  common  kind  of  tooth-ache  takes  place  in 
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guous  parts : neither  has  it  the  hardnefs,  nor 
the  dilpofition  to  ulcerate,  which  character- 
ize 


the  following  manner  : The  black  furface  of  the  tooth  be- 
comes fore  and  painful  when  touched,  particularly  by  any 
thing  cold  ; and,  after  fome  time,  thefe  fymptoms  are  aggra- 
vated, and  the  whole  tooth  feems  tender  in  every  part, 
from  inflammation  apparently  excited  by  the  irritation  of 
the  difeafed  part.  The  deftruction  of  the  irritable  decayed 
furface  does  not,  of  courfe,  immediately  remove  the  general 
inflammation,  but  all  fpringing  pain,  as  many  patients  have 
called  it,  ceafes,  and  the  general  inflammation  gradually 
fubfldes. 

In  the  few  cafes  where  this  mode  of  treatment  did  not 
fucceed  the  failure  feemed  to  arife  either  from  the  im- 
pra&icability  of  touching  the  whole  of  the  decayed  furface’ 
and  from  the  decay  extending  into  the  cavity  of  the  tooth  ; 
in  which  cafe  the  acid,  by  touching  the  nerves,  gives  great 
pain,  and  may  perhaps  rather  augment  than  diminilh  the 
inflammation.  Perhaps  alfo  this  plan  of  treatment  may 
fometimes  fail  from  the  pain  ariflng  from  inflammation,  be- 
ginning in  the  cavity  of  the  tooth,  in  the  ftrft  inflance,  and 
not  ariflng,  as  has  been  fuggefted,  from  an  irritable  and  pain- 
ful date  of  the  decayed  furface.  I have  alfo  deftroyed  one 
half  of  the  decayed  furface  with  the  acid,  and  proportion- 
ately diminifhed  the  patient’s  fuflerings,  and  then  applied 
the  remedy  to  the  other  half.  I have  alfo  obferved,  that 
fome  patients  have  complained  of  moA  pain  when  the  probe 
was  applied  to  that  part  of  the  tooth  neareft  the  furface  ; to 
that  which  lay,  as  it  were  in  a degree  concealed,  under  the 
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ize  cancer.  The  general  difeafe  of  the  ab- 
forbing  glands  {hews,  that  the  difeafed  aclion 
is  readily  propagated  in  the  courfe  of  thofe 
fufceptible  veflels ; and  the  glands  of  the 
pelvis  being  affected  equally  with  thofe 
higher  up,  renders  it  probable  that  it  in- 
duces the  difeafe,  as  well  by  imparting  irri- 
tation to  them,  as  by  furni filing  a matter 
capable  of  flimulating  them  when  they  have 
imbibed  it ; an  opinion  that  will  be  more 
ilrikingly  verified  by  the  next  cafe  which  X 

ih all  relate. 

This  fpecies  of  farcoma,  though  it  ufually 
affects  the  teftis,  occafionally  occurs  in  other 
parts.  I fhall  authenticate  this  fadt  by  the 
brief  relation  of  another  cafe,  which  will 


projecting  fhell  of  the  broken  enamel.  If  the  above  flate- 
ment  be  found,  on  further  examination,  to  be  faCt,  I think  it 
muft  be  granted,  that  the  bone  of  the  tooth  has  nerves,  and 
consequently  veflels.  I am  alfo  much  mtflaken  if  I have 
not  feen  the  bone  of  the  tooth  tinged  with  Idle  like  the  other 
bones  in  perfons  deeply  jauncuced.  This  cncumftancc  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Greenwich,  who  was  at 
the  time  he  made  the  obfervation  a very  induftrious  ftudent, 
and  Houfe-Surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital. 

ferve 
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ferve  alfo  to  throw  additional  light  on  the 
nature  and  progrefs  of  this  difeafe. 

A boy  about  twelve  years  of  age  was 
brought  to  the  Kofpital  for  advice,  on  ac- 
count of  a tumour  in  the  front  of  his  thigh  : 
it  had  been  growing  three  or  four  months, 
and  had  then  attained  the  fize  of  a large 
orange.  The  bafe  of  it  was  lituated  clofe 
upon  the  bone.  It  increafed,  notwithftand- 
ing  applications  that  were  employed  to  dif- 
perfe  it,  and  the  patient  became  confined  to 
his  bed.  After  fome  time  the  leg  became 
cedematous  to  a very  great  degree ; the  in- 
guinal glands  were  enlarged,  but  not  in  a de- 
gree proportionate  to  the  oedema,  none  of 
them  having  attained  to  more  than  the  fize 
of  a fmall  walnut.  The  parts  in  the  ham 
were  alfo  confiderably  fwoln.  In  a fhort 
time  the  caufe  of  the  great  degree  of  oedema 
was  manifefted ; for  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  became  diftended  by  a tumour,  that 
feemed  to  rife  out  of  the  pelvis  and  comprefs 
the  iliac  veffels.  The  boy's  health,  as  may 

be 
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be  fuppofed,  gradually  declined,  and,  when 
the  difeafe  had  attained  to  this  (late,  he 

died. 

On  examining  the  parts  it  was  found,  that 
the  tumour,  though  it  lay  clofe  to  the  periof- 
teum  of  the  thigh  bone,  had  no  connexion 
with  it  £ that  it  was  in  flrudture  like  the  dif- 
eafe laft  defcribed  ; and  that  the  difeafe  had 
extended,  through  the  medium,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  abforbing  veflels,  downwards 
to  the  ham,  where  the  glands  were  enlarged 
and  formed  a confiderable  tumour  ; and  up- 
wards into  the  pelvis,  where  the  internal  iliac 
glands  more  than  filled  one  fide  of  that  ca- 
vity, rifing  out  of  it,  as  has  been  faid,  fo  as 
to  diftend  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 
The  difeafe  had  alfo  extended  fo  as  flightly  to 
affedt  the  lumbar  glands.  The  tumours  in 
the  ham  and  pelvis  were  of  the  fame  ftruc- 
ture  as  the  original  tumour.  The  inguinal 
glands,  though  affeded  apparently  from  the 
fame  difeafe,  were  not  confiderably  en- 
larged. 


This 


OF  TUMOURS. 


63 

This  cafe  alfo  fhews  the  uncommon  faci- 
lity with  which  this  difeafe  is  propagated 
along  the  abforbing  veflels ; and  its  having  ex- 
tended downwards  to  the  ham,  as  well  as 
upwards  into  the  pelvis,  confirms  the  opinion, 
that  it  extends  itfelf  by  imparting  irritation 
to  the  veflels,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  by  furnifh- 
ing  a matter  which,  if  imbibed,  may  commu- 
nicate the  fame  irritation. 

I have  mentioned,  as  a variety  of  this  difi- 
eafe,  that  in  which  the  colour  is  different, 
being  between  a brown  and  that  of  the  blood, 
but  in  texture  and  organization  it  does  not 
appear  diflimilar.  It  feems  therefore  as  if  the 
difeafed  a&ion  caufed  the  fecretion  of  a fluid, 
fometimes  of  a milky,  fometimes  of  a more 
dufky  hue  ; which  gradually  acquires  folidity 
and  augments  the  bulk  of  the  part.  The  dif- 
eafed part  acquires  in  general  a confiderable 
folidity  when  it  has  continued  for  fome  time, 
fo  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  the  names  of  foft 
cancer,  or  medullary  farcoma.  The  hard- 
nefs  is  alfo,  in  fome  inftances  which  I have 
feen,  increafed,  apparently  by  a thickening 

of 
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of  the  cellular  fubftance  which  pervades  the 
gland. 

It  feems  probable,  however,  that  the  fame 
kind  of  difeafed  action  may  not  be  always 
followed  by  the  like  alteration  of  ftrudure, 
in  the  part  which  it  affects.  Mr.  Aftley 
Cooper,  in  his  Paper  on  Obftrudions  of 

the  Thoracic  Dud,  mentions  an  inftance  in 

* 

which  matter,  imbibed  from  a teftis  affeded 
with  a difeafe  like  the  prefent,  obftruded 
that  veffel.  His  defcription  of  the  teftis  is, 
that  it  was  “ a pulpy  mafs,  compofed  of 
broken  coagulable  lymph,  and  blood-coloured 

ferum 

I remember  one  inftance  of  the  inguinal 
and  lumbar  glands  being  affeded  with  a dif- 
eafe fimilar  to  thofe  juft  defcribed,  from  a 
difeafed  teftis  of  a different  ftrudure.  The 
teftis  was  removed  in  the  Hofpital,  and  was 
found  much  enlarged,  and  vafcular  through- 
out, except  where  fome  foft  cheefe-like  matter 


• Vide  Medical  Records  and  Refearclies,  p.  96. 
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was  depofited.  Some  of  the  inguinal  glands 
enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  Houghed  out,  and 
the  wound  feemed  difpofed  to  heal.  The 
lumbar  glands  were  aftedted,  became  ex- 
tremely paimul,  and  the  patient  being  pre- 

vioufly  much  exhaufted,  funk  under  this  Iaft 
complaint. 

He  had  been  removed  to  fome  diftance 
from  the  Hofpital,  and  I could  not  obtain 
permiflion  to  examine  the  body  till  four  days 
after  his  deceafe.  I took  out  the  lumbar 
glands  and  put  them  in  water  ; and,  the  wea- 
ther being  extremely  hot,  when  I examined 
them  the  next  day,  I found  that  all  the  un- 
organized depofited  matter  which  had  en- 
larged them,  had  become  putrid,  and  was 
walhed  away,  leaving  the  capfule  of  the  gland, 
and  a congeries  of  flocculent  fibres  occupying 
the  interior  part  of  it : thefe  were  doubtlefs 
the  velfels  and  conneding  cellular  fubftance 
of  the  glands  not  indurated  (as  I have  feen 
it  in  fome  other  inftances)  by  inflammation. 

_ In  the  advanced  ftage  of  this  difeafe  fome- 
times,  lymphatic  glands  out  of  the  courfe  of 

f abforption, 
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abforption,  and  of  the  participation  of  irrita- 
tion, become  affected  with  the  fame  difeafe ; 
and  a fecretion  of  this  thick  cream  or  bloody- 
coloured  fluid  takes  place  on  the  iuriace,  or 
in  portions,  even  in  the  liver  or  lungs,  or 
other  vifcera.  I have  heard  this  circumftance 
accounted  for,  by  fuppofing  that  the  abforp- 
tion of  the  matter  depofited  in  the  originally 
difeafed  parts  was  lo  abundant  as  to  induce 
the  necefiity  of  depofiting  it  in  various  places; 
but  it  feems  to  me  more  natural  to  attribute 
it  to  the  more  general  prevalence  of  the  fame 
difeafed  difpofition  throughout  the  body. 
For  we  frequently  find,  that  folid  tumours 
of  fimilar  llructure  exift  in  various  parts  of 
the  fame  fubjeft ; and  fometimes  they  rapidly 
multiply  as  the  difeafe  advances;  as  was 
mentioned  in  the  cafe  which  is  related  of 
tuberculated  farcoma. 

Carcinomatous  Sarcoma. 

The  lad  fpecies  of  farcomatous  tumour  which 

t have  to  defcribe,  is  the  Carcinomatous. . It 

is  not  here  defigned  to  give  a full  or  diftind 

hiftory  of  Carcinoma,  but  only  a general  an 

2 comparative 


OF  TUMOURS.  6j 

comparative  account  of  thofe  circumftances 
in  which  it  refembles  or  differs  from  other 
tumours.  This  kind  of  tumour,  on  account 
of  its  peculiar  hardnefs,  is  emphatically 
termed  Scirrhus,  while  it  remains  entire  and 
free  from  ulceration.  But  the  word  fcirrhus 
is  frequently  applied  to  other  indurations, 
and  it  feems  better,  in  order  to  avoid  ambi- 
guity, to  ufe  the  fame  term  to  denote  all  the 
liases  of  tnis  diieaie,  naming  it  carcinoma,  in 
the  firft  place,  and  ulcerated  carcinoma  when 
that  change  has  occurred.  This  difeafe  is 
not,  in  every  inftance,  fo  peculiarly  hard  as 
to  entitle  it  to  the  epithet  fcirrhus ; and 
however  indurated  it  may  be,  it  dill  mull 
be  accounted  a kind  of  flelhy  tumour  ; there- 
fore I may  be  allowed  to  call  it  carcinomatous 
farcoma. 

I fhall  arrange  the  obfervations  which  I 
have  to  offer  under  three  heads:  ift,  The 
hiftory  of  carcinoma.  2dly,  Its  anatomical 
ftrudure;  and,  3dly,  I {hall  compare  this 
difeafe  with  others  which  refemble  it.  I fhall 
fuppofe  the  carcinoma  to  arife  in  the  female 

^  I  2 bread. 
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bread,  as  there  it  moft  frequently  occurs,  and 
can  be  beft  inveftigated. 

It  fometimes  condenfes  the  furrounding 
fubftance  fo  as  to  acquire  a capfule  ; and  then 
it  appears,  like  other  farcomatous  tumours,  to 
be  a part  of  new  formation : in  other  cafes 
the  mammary  gland  feems  to  be  the  nidus  for 
this  difeafed  adion.  The  boundaries  of  the 
difeafe  cannot  be  accurately  afcertained  in  the 
latter  cafe,  as  the  carcinomatous  ftruCture, 
having  no  diftmguifhable  inveftment,  is  con— 
fufed  with  the  reft  of  the  gland.  In  either 
inftance  carcinoma  begins  in  a fmall  fpot  and 
extends  from  thence  in  all  directions,  like 
rays  from  a centre.  This  obfervation  will 
ferve  to  diftinguiih  it  from  many  other  dif- 
eafes  which,  at  their  ftrft  attack,  involve  a 
confiderabie  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
part,  where  they  occur.  The  progrefs  of 
carcinoma  is  more  or  lefs  quick  in  different 
inftances.  When  How,  it  is  in  general  un- 
remitting ; at  lead  I am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  difeafe,  though  it  may  be  checked,  can- 
not be  made  to  recede  by  that  medical  tieat- 
c ment 
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ment  which  leffens  the  bulk  of  other  farco- 
rnatous  tumours.  I ftate  this  opinion  however 
with  iome  hehtation,  for  I have  been  in- 
formed by  lurgeons,  that  difeafes,  the  event 
of  which  proved  them  to  be  carcinomatous, 
have  buffered  a conliderable  redudion  in  fize 
by  that  kind  of  local  treatment  mentioned 
in  the  preliminary  obfervations.  This  cir- 
cumftance  affords,  in  my  opinion,  another 
ciiterion,  by  which  it  may  in  general  be 
diftinguifhed.  This  obdurate  and  deftrudive 
difeaie  excites  the  contiguous  parts,  whatever 
their  nature  may  be,  to  the  fame  difeafed 
a&ion.  The  fkin,  the  cellular  fubftance  of 
mufcles,  and  the  periofteum  of  bones  all  be- 
come affeded,  if  they  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
cancer.  This  very  ftriking  circumftance  in 
the  hiftory  of  carcinoma  diftinguifhes  it  from 
moil;  of  the  difeafes  already  defcribed.  In 
medullary  farcoma  the  difeafe  is  propagated 
along  the  abforbing  fyftem,  but  the  parts  im- 
mediately in  contad  wTith  the  enlarged  glands 
do  not  affume  the  fame  difeafed  adions.  Nei- 
ther in  the  tuberculated  fpecies  does  the  ul- 
ceration fpread  along  the  fkin,  but  deft roys  that 
part  only  where  it  covers  the  difeafed  glands. 
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It  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Hunter  that  a dif- 
pofition  to  cancer  exifts  in  the  furrounding 
parts,  prior  to  the  adual  occurrence  of  the 
difeafed  adion.  This  remark,  which  is  veri- 
fied by  daily  experience,  led  to  the  following 
rule  in  pradice  : u That  a furgeon  ought  not 
to  be  contented  with  removing  merely  the 
indurated  or  adually  difeafed  part,  but  that 
he  fhould  alfo  take  away  fome  portion  of  the 
furrounding  fubftance,  in  which  a difeafed 
difpofition  may  probably  have  been  excited.” 
In  confequence  of  this  communication  of 
difeafe  to  the  contiguous  parts,  the  fkin  foon 
becomes  indurated,  and  attached  to  a caici- 
nomatous  tumour,  which,  in  like  manner,  is 
fixed  to  the  mufcles,  or  other  part  over  which 

it  was  formed. 

As  a carcinomatous  tumour  increafes,  it 
generally,  though  not  conflantly,  becomes 
unequal  upon  its  furface,  fo  that  this  inequa- 
lity has  been  confidered  as  charaderiftic  of 
the  difeafe,  and  it  is  a circumftance  which  de- 
ferves  much  attention.  A lancinating  pain 
in  the  part  frequently  accompanies  its  growth  ; 

but  in  fome  cafes  this  pain  is  wanting.  It 

attends 
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attends  alfo  on  other  tumours,  the  ftru&ure 
of  which  is  unlike  carcinoma ; of  which  I 
have  given  an  inftance  in  fpeaking  of  pan- 
creatic iarcoma.  This  pain  cannot  therefore 
be  confidered  as  an  infallible  criterion  of  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe. 

\ 

The  difeafed  {kin  covering  a carcinomatous 
tumour  generally  ulcerates,  before  the  tumour 
has  attained  any  great  magnitude  ; a large 
chafm  is  then  produced  in  its  fubftance  by  a 
partly  Houghing,  and  partly  ulcerating  pro- 
cefs.  Sometimes,  when  cells  contained  in 

m 

the  tumour  are  by  this  means  laid  open, 
their  contents  (which  are  a pulpy  matter  of 
different  degrees  of  confiftence,  and  various 
colours)  fall  out,  and  an  excoriafmg  ichor 
diftils  from  their  fidcs.  This  difd&rge  takes 
place  with  a celerity,  which  would  almoft  in- 
duce a perfon  ignorant  of  the  facility  with 
which  fecretion  is  performed,  to  believe  that 
it  cannot  be  produced  by  that  procefs. 

When  the  difeafed  adions  have,  as  it  were, 
exhaufted  themfelves  by  their  vehemence, 

F 4 an 
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an  attempt  at  reparation  appears  to  take  place, 
fimilar  to  that  which  occurs  in  healthy  parts. 
New  flefh  is  formed,  conftituting  a fungus 
of  peculiar  hardnefs,  as  it  partakes  of  the  dii- 
eafed  actions  by  which  it  was  produced.  This 
difeafed  fungus  occafionally  even  cicatrizes- 
But  though  the  adions  of  the  difeafe  are  thus 
mitigated,  though  they  may  be  for  fome  time 
indolent  and  ftationary,  they  never  ceafe, 
nor  does  the  part  ever  become  healthy. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  difeafe  extends 
through  the  medium  of  the  abiorbing  vefiels. 
Their  glands  become  affeded  at  a confiderable 
diftance  from  the  original  tumour.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  carcinoma  in  an  abforbent  gland  is  the 
fame  as  A'0lt  which  has  been  already  deicribed. 
The  difeafe  is  communicated  from  one  gland 
to  another,  fo  that  after  all  the  axillary  glands 
are  affeded,  thofe  that  lie  under  the  collar- 
bone at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck,  and  upper 
part  of  the  cheft  become  difordered.  Occa- 
iionally  a gland  or  two  become  diieafed  higher 
up  in  the  neck,  and  apparently  out  of  the 

courfe,  which  the  abforbed  fluids  would  take. 

The 
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The  abforbent  glands,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
internal  mammary  veffels  become  affe&ed  as 
the  difeafe  continues.  In  the  advanced  ftage 
of  carcinoma  a number  of  fmall  tumours,  of 
fimilar  ftru&ure  to  the  original  difeafe,  form 
at  fome  diftance,  fo  as  to  make  a kind  of  ir- 
regular circle  round  it. 

Here  it  is  no  wonder  that  I conclude  the 
accounts  of  the  dreadful  effe&s  of  this  per- 
nicious dileafe.  For  when  it  has  done  fo 
much  mifchief,  the  ftrongeffc  conftitutions  fink 
under  the  pain  and  irritation  which  the  dif- 
eafe creates,  aggravated  by  the  obftruction, 
which  it  occafions  to  the  function  of  abforp- 
tion  in  thofe  parts,  to  which  the  veiTels  lead- 
ing to  the  difeafed  glands  belong.  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  difeafe  the  patient  is 
generally  affected  with  difficulty  of  breathing 
and  a cough.  In  cafes  where  the  external 
difeafe  has  been  removed,  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  of  difordered  relpiration  take  place,  and 
the  patients  die  of  the  internal  diforder,  which 
not  apparent  till  the  body  is  infpe£ted. 


It 
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It  has  been  a fubjed  of  debate  and  con- 
fideration,  whether  the  difeafe  of  the  abforb- 
ent  glands,  which  takes  place  in  carcinoma, 
be  the  effed  of  the  flimulus  of  matter  im- 
bibed by  thofe  veffels  from  the  original  dif- 
eafe, or  of  irritation  propagated  along  them. 
The  reafon  for  fuppofmg  that  no  poifon  is 
imbibed  is,  that  if  it  were  conveyed  into  the 
blood,  it  would  produce  general  difeafe  in  the 
conftitution ; but  no  more  fever  or  general 
diforder  is  found  to  exift  in  carcinoma  than 
what  would  naturally  be  produced  by  the 
irritation  which  the  afFeded  parts  occafion.  It 
does  not  feem  effential  to  my  prefent  defign  to 
difcufs  this  fubjed  at  length : it  is  however 
right  to  obferve,  that  we  fcarcely  ever  fee  glands 
difeafed  out  of  the  courfe  which  the  abforbed 
matter  would  naturally  take,  though  they  are 
affeded  in  this  manner  in  difeafes  which  can 
he  propagated  limply  by  irritation.  When  the 
glands  of  the  axilla  are  obftruded  by  difeafe, 
the  abforbed  matter  will  pafs  by  anaftomofing 
channels,  into  the  internal  mammary  ab- 
forbents,  and  if  occafionally  one  or  two  gland 

in 
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in  the  neck  are  found  difeafed,  they  may  be- 
come affeded  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the 
fluids  being  obliged  to  take  a circuitous  route. 
It  may  be  proper  to  enquire,  whether  thofe  tu- 
mours, which  arife  in  the  circumference  of  car- 
cinoma, are  not  caufed  by  the  abforbed  matter 
being  made  to  flop  for  a time  in  the  veftels, 
and  thus  to  afford  that  irritation  which  in- 
duces difeafe  in  them  and  the  contiguous 
parts  ? 

The  difficulty  of  breathing  and  cough 
which  generally  occur  in  the  laft  ftages  of 
carcinoma,  have  been  faid  to  arife  from  the 
difeafe  in  the  glands  on  the  infide  of  the 
thorax.  I have  never  feen  them  fo  greatly 
difeafed,  as  to  appear  adequate  to  this  effed. 
I once  thought  they  might  contribute  to  it  by 
preffing  on  the  nerves,  where  they  enter  the 
thorax : of  late  I have  fcarcely  doubted 
but  that  the  difturbed  ftate  of  refpiration  has 
arifen  from  an  affedion  of  the  liver,  which 
almoft  conftantly  occurs  in  the  laft  ftages  of 
carcinoma. 


There 
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There  is  another  circumftance  in  the  hiftory 
of  cancer  which  deferves  attention  and  invefti- 
gation  ; that  is,  Whether  a difeafe  not  origi- 
nally cancerous  can  become  fo  in  its  progrefs? 
We  can  only  form  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
jedl  from  analogy  and  obfervation.  Analogy 
leads  us  to  believe,  that  fuch  an  alteration  in 
the  difeafed  adtions  may  readily  take  place. 
Venereal  buboes  often  change  their  nature 
after  the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  and  be- 
come troublefome  fores,  to  which  that  medi- 
cine is  rather  detrimental  than  beneficial. 
Injuries  induce  inflammation  and  enlargement 
of  parts,  which  afterwards  degenerate  into 
fcrofulous  difeafes.  But,  though  analogy 
fee  ms  fo  ftrongly  to  favour  the  opinon,  I can- 
not take  upon  myfelf  to  fay,  that  my  obferva- 
tions  have  confirmed  it.  When  tumours  have 
been  removed,  the  hiftory  of  which  corre- 
fponded  to  that  of  cancer,  a cancerous  ftrudture 
was  obferved  in  them ; and,  on  the  contrary, 
in  difeafes  of  an  apparently  different  nature, 
a different  organization  has  been  found.  I 
once,  indeed,  aflifted  at  an  operation  where 
the  tumour  was  of  that  kind  which  I have 
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denominated  pancreatic  ; and  I heard  after- 
wards, that  the  patient  died  in  the  country  of 
a difeafe  which  was  reputed  cancerous.  Again, 
in  inveftigating  this  fubjed  it  deferves  to  be  re- 
marked, and  every  furgeon  muft,  I believe,  be 
famliarly  acquainted  with  this  fad,  that  many 
difeafed  tumours  remain  in  the  breaft  for  a great 
length  of  time,  perhaps  during  life,  without 
undergoing  any  change  in  their  nature ; or, 
in  other  words,  without  becoming  cancerous. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  corred  ideas  of  the 
ftrudure  of  carcinoma  by  words,  or  even  by 
drawings.  In  the  generality  of  inftances  the 
difeafed  part  is  peculiarly  hard,  and  there  arc 
intermixed  with  it  firm  whitifh  bands,  fuch 
as  Dr.  Baillie  has  defcribed  and  reprefented 
in  his  Book  and  Plates  of  Morbid  Anatomy. 
There  is  indeed  no  other  finking  circum- 
ftance,  which  can  be  mentioned  as  conftantly 
claiming  attention  in  the  ftrudure  of  this 
difeafe.  Thefe  firm  whitifh  bands  fometimes 
extend  in  all  diredions  from  the  middle  to- 
wards the  circumference  of  a carcinomatous 
tumour,  like  rays  from  a center,  having  little 

intervening 
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intervening  matter.  Sometimes  they  inter- 
fed  it  irregularly  ; having  interpofed  between 
them  a firm  brownifh  fubftance,  which  may 
be  fcraped  out  with  the  finger.  Sometimes  they 
form  cells  containing  a pulpy  matter  of  various 
colours  and  confidence  ; and  lometimes  thefe 
bands  affume  an  arborefcent  arrangement, 
ramifying  through  the  difeafed  iubftance. 

Firm  white  bands,  like  thickened  and  com- 
pact cellular  fubftance,  are  feen  as  the  dil~ 
cafe  advances,  to  extend  themfelves  from  the 
original  tumour  amidft  the  fat  in  which  it  is 
occafionally  imbedded,  intercepting  portions 
of  fat  in  the  irregular  areola  which  they 
form.  This  appearance  led  Dr.  Adams  to 
conjedure,  that  the  fat  might  be  originally 
difeafed,  and  that  thefe  white  bands  might 
be  a thickening  of  the  cellular  fubftance, 
which  enfued  as  a natural  confequence.  This 
circumftance  deferves  confideratfon  on  ac- 
count of  its  pradical  application  ; for  if,  after 
removing  a carcinomatous  tumour,  the  fur- 
geon  attends  to  the  part  which  has  been  taken 
away,  he  will  fee  if  any  of  thefe  bands  have 
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been  cut  through,  and,  confequently,  whether 
fome  of  this  difeafed  fubftance,  which  ought 
to  be  removed,  has  not  been  accidentally- 
left.  This  circumftance  cannot  be  obferved 
by  looking  at  the  bleeding  furface  of  the 
wound,  but  may  be  readily  afcertained  by- 
examining  the  part  which  has  been  removed. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  circumftances,  which  I 
think  fufficiently  characterize  carcinoma,  and 
diftinguifli  it  from  other  farcomatous  tu- 
mours. The  account  of  them  is  brief,  and 
much  has  been  omitted,  becaufe  it  was  not 
defigned  particularly  to  difeufs  the  fubjed  of 
carcinoma,  but  merely  to  point  out  its  dif- 
tinguiihing  characters.  I now  proceed  to 
fpeak  of  difeafes  refembling  cancer ; though, 
in  fo  doing,  I {hall  digrefs  a little  from 
the  principal  fubjed  of  this  paper,  that 
is,  to  deferibe  the  diftinguifhable  kinds 
of  farcomatous  tumours,  and  give  their 
hiftory. 

According  to  the  preceding  account,  car- 
cinoma begins  in  a fmalf  feirrhus,  which 
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gradually  enlarges  and  afterwards  ulcerates. 
It  does  fo  in  the  bread;,  lip,  tongue,  and  cer- 
vix uteri ; yet  it  may  be  enquired  if  it  does 
fo  in  every  inftance.  Parts  fometimes  fuper- 
ficially  ulcerate  at  firft,  and  afterwards  acquire 
furrounding  hardnefs,  and  ftrikingly  refemble 
carcinoma,  if  they  do  not  ftridly  deferve  that 
name.  This  is  the  way  in  which  fome  difeafes 
proceed,  which  occur  near  the  fide  of  the 
nofe  or  eye,  and  which  gradually  deftroy  the 
parts  in  which  they  are  htuated,  and  cannot 
be  cured  by  any  mode  of  local  or  general 
treatment.  The  intelligent  reader  will  not 
fufped  me  of  confounding  thefe  more  malig- 
nant difeafes  with  the  herpes  exedens  nafi, 
in  which  the  morbid  actions  gradually  ceafe, 
and  the  firft  affeded  parts  get  well  whilft 
the  furrounding  parts  become  difeafed. 

Here  fome  additional  diferiminating  cir- 
cumftances  teem  to  be  wanted,  by  which  wc 
may  diftinguifh  between  thefe  ulcers  and 
common  carcinoma.  I have  never  remarked, 
that  fuch  ulcers  have  affeded  the  abforbent 

glands,  though  I do  not  feel  aiTured  that  this 
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occurrence  never  takes  place.  It  therefore 
remains  to  be  determined  by  future  cafes, 
how  far  this  circum dance  may  enable  us  to 
decide  on  the  nature  of  thefe  difeafes.  I 
fhall  next  relate  the  principal  circumftances 
of  a remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  of  difeafe, 
which  will  ferve  to  elucidate  the  fubjed,  and 
alfo  to  exhibit  a ipecimen  of  the  difeafes  to 
which  I allude. 


CASE. 

A man  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Hoipital  with  a tumour  beneath  the 
jaw,  having  a great  degree  of  furrounding 
hardnefs,  and  containing  three  cells,  like  thofe 
of  carcinomatous  tumours.  The  hiftory 
which  he  gave  of  the  difeale  was  very  cu- 
rious : he  faid  that  a rednefs  took  place  fuper- 
ficially  in  the  fkin,  which  gathered  and  burft, 
and  difcharged  good  matter ; that  the  open- 
ing enlarged,  and  the  furrounding  parts  in- 
durated, and  thus  produced  an  appearance 
like  a cell  in  a carcinomatous  tumour ; then, 
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another  portion  of  fkin  became  difeafed  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  confequences, 
till,  by  degrees,  the  general  tumour  had  ac- 
quired its  prefent  magnitude.  To  the  truth 
of  this  account  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
bearing  teflimony;  for  this  occurrence  took 
place  twice  in  fucceflion  during  his  refidence 
in  the  Hofpital ; and  thus  two  more  cells 
were  added  to  the  general  mafs.  The  in- 

i 

fiammation  of  the  fkin,  and  the  fuppuration, 
which  was  healthy  in  appearance,  took  place 
beneath  the  tumour,  and  made  it  reach  almoft 
as  low  as  the  fternum.  As  the  patient’s 
health  had  confiderably  declined  by  the  irri- 
tation of  the  conftitution  which  this  difeafe 
kept  up,  and  as  no  amendment  of  the  difeaie 
had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  appli- 
cations or  medicines  which  were  employed, 
he  left  the  Hofpital,  and  went  into  the 
country. 

Difeafes  alfo,  which  ftrikingly  refemblc 
carcinoma  in  appearance,  iorm  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  An  enlarged  lymphatic 

pdand  (hall  gradually  become  foft,  and  contain 
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a fluid.  In  this  ftate  it  ulcerates  or  is  opened  ; 
but  inftead  of  fubfiding,  it  inflames  ; the 
furrounding  parts  become  indurated ; the 
integuments  acquire  a dufky  hue  ; the  open- 
ing and  cavity  enlarge,  and  afliime  the  ap- 
pearance of  a cyft,  from  the  Tides  of  which 
fungus  arifes,  and  turns  over  the  everted 
edges  of  the  opening.  I have  alfo  feen,  after 
the  burfting  of  an  eneyfted  tumour  the  fur- 
rounding parts  indurate,  and  throw  out  a 
fungus,  forming  a difeafe  appearing  like  can- 
cer, and  which  could  not  be  cured. 

Are  fuch  difeafes  as  I have  here  deferibed 
to  be  accounted  carcinomatous  ? if  not,  What 
are  the  characters  which  diferiminate  between 
them  and  carcinoma  ? As  I have  no  precife 
or  fatisfaCtory  information  to  communicate, 
I forbear  to  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjeCt. 

There  are  tumours,  the  ftruCture  of  which 
may  not  correfpond  with  any  of  the  deferip- 
tions  that  I have  given.  I feel,  however,  un- 
able, from  my  own  obfervations,  to  depict 
any  other  fpecies.  It  Teems  to  me,  that  theie 
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difeafes  refemble  colours  in  this  refpeft,  that 
a few  of  the  primary  ones  only  can  be  difcri- 
minated  and  expreffed,  whilft  the  intermediate 
fhades,  though  diftinguifhable  by  clofe  at- 
tention and  comparative  obfervation,  do 
not  admit  of  defcription  or  denomination. 
There  are  fingle  tumours,  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  which  feveral  of  the  above-defcribed 
flruTures  may  be  found,  and,  perhaps,  fome 
part  of  which  may  not  correfpond  to  any  de- 
fcription that  has  been  given.  If,  however, 
the  hiftory  of  thefe  diflimilar  difeafes,  which 
appear  in  the  form  of  tumours,  was  accu- 
rately recorded,  and  their  ftru&ure  noted, 
we  might  perhaps  from  the  former  be  led  to 
judge  of  the  latter  ; and  thus  attain  a know- 
ledge of  the  intrinfic  nature  of  the  difeafe 
which  would  enable  us  to  a£t  rightly  in 
practice. 


Encyjled  'Tumours . 

In  the  clafs  of  local  difeafes,  and  in  the 
order  of  tumours,  cuftom  feems  to  have 
placed  the  genus  of  Encyfted  Tumours,  next 

to 
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to  thofe  of  the  farcomatous  kind.  The  ar- 
rangement indeed  appears  proper ; for  they 
are  fo  allied  in  appearance,  and  in  the  fen- 
fation  which  they  impart  on  examination, 
that  they  are  not  unfrequently  miftaken  for 
each  other;  and  yet,  in  general,  the  encyfted 
tumours  have  fufficiently  diftinguifhing  cha- 
raclers,  to  enable  a furgeon  to  determine  their 
nature  prior  to  the  performance  of  an  opera- 
tion. The  difcriminating  characters  are, — a 
regularity  of  furface  and  fhape,  and  a pulpi- 
nels  to  the  touch.  Yet  mod  furgeons  will, 
I believe,  acknowledge,  that  they  have  feen 
tumours  dilperfed,  which  they  have  taken  for 
wens ; and  have  even,  when  they  have  re- 
moved them  under  that  belief,  dilcovered  the 
difeafe  to  have  been  a loft  regularly  fhaped 
farcoma,  and  not  a cyft  containing  a pulpy 
fubitance. 

RefpeCting  the  ftrufture  of  encyfted  tu- 
mours I have  nothing  to  remark,  but  w lat 
is,  1 believe,  generally  known.  The  cyfts 
moft  frequently  are  cornpoied  of  many  la- 
mellae, which  are  fometimes  fo  compacted,  as 
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to  be  fcarcely  diftinguiffiable.  Thefe  cyfts 
vary  confiderably  in  thicknefs ; being  fome«? 
times  very  thick  and  tough,  and  at  others  ex-; 
tremely  thin  and  tender.  They  fametimes 
moft  tenacioufiy  adhere  to  the  contiguous 
parts,  fo  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  feparate 
them  ; and,  at  others,  they  are  fo  loolely  con- 
nected, that,  when  an  incifion  is  made  which 
lays  bare  the  cyft,  the  whole  tumour  harts 
out  without  any  diffeCUom 

That  the  interior  furface  fecretes  the  con- 
tents formed  in  the  cyft,  is  in  my  opinion 
indifputable.  That  it  is  a fecreting  furface 
I believe  ; becaufe,  when  a wen  has  fponta- 
neoufly  opened  by  ulceration,  I have  feen  the 
cyft  produce  granulations  from  its  furface. 
When  alfo,  the  front  of  the  bag  has  alone 
been  taken  away,  and  the  fkin  clofed  over  the 
back  of  it,  an  union  takes  place  between  the 
fkin  and  cyft.  When  alfo  a wen  has  burft, 
or  has  been  pundfured,  fo  that  a fmall  aper- 
ture has  been  left  in  it,  I have  feen  the  cyft  fill 
repeatedly  by  a fecretion  of  the  fame  nature, 
})Ut  more  fluid  than  the  contents  which  were 

at 
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at  firft  found  in  it,  and  which  has  occafionally 
been  expreffed  from  the  aperture. 

Some  notions  have  of  late  been  entertained, 
that  thefe  cyfts  may  be  of  the  nature  of  hy- 
datids; it  may  not,  therefore,  be  improper,  in 
order  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own 

judgment  on  this  fubjed,  to  mention  the 
following  cafe. 

A gentleman  had  a wen  in  his  cheek, 
which  fpontaneoufly  burft,  and  on  which 
Mr.  Hunter  tried  various  fliinulating  means 
to  induce  the  cyft  to  granulate  or  adhere,  fo 
that  no  further  collection  might  enfue.  His 
endeavours,  however,  were  unavailing  ; for, 
after  the  opening  clofed,  the  cavity  of  the  cyft 
filled  again,  and  the  wen  was  as  complete  as 
before,  and  had  increafed  in  magnitude.  It 
was  fituated  unfavourably  for  removal,  and 
the  patient  was  averfe  to  an  operation.  It 
lay  fo  deeply  on  the  buccinator  mufcle,  as  to 
be  as  perceptible  frpm  the  mouth  as  on  the 
cheek ; and  there  was  a great  rifk  of  dividing 
the  parotid  dud,  in  an  operation  undertaken 
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for  the  ren  oval  of  the  tumour.  The  de- 
formity which  the  wen  occasioned,  was,  how- 
ever, confiderable,  and  the  patient  was  very 
defirous  of  having  the  tumour  leflfened, 
though  very  averie  to  having  it  extirpated. 
He  had  for  this  purpole  ufed  Salt  and  water, 
which  made  the  fkin  inflame.  Having  con- 
sulted me,  I told  him  that  if  ftimulating  ap- 
plications were  to  do  good,  they  could  only 
effect  it  by  caufing  the  fldn  to  ulcerate,  and 
the  contents  of  the  wen  to  be  difcharged,  as 
had  formerly  happened  ; all  which  might  be 
accomplifhed  in  a more  diredl,  and  lels  teazing 
manner,  by  juft  pricking  the  bag  with  a 
lancet,  and  Squeezing  out  its  contents.  I 
thought  it  alfo  probable,  that  the  Small 
wound  would  heal,  and  that  the  operation 
might  be  occafionally  repeated.  The  patient 
was  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  and  it  was  put 
in  execution.  The  contents  were  of  the  con- 
fidence which  is  termed  meliceritous,  and 
had  a peculiar  odour.  No  inflammation  en- 
fued,  and  the  wound  healed  ; but,  after  a 
little  time,  it  opened  again,  and  gave  dis- 
charge to  a Small  quantity  of  watery  liquor. 
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of  precifely  the  fame  odour  as  the  original 
contents,  and  the  little  pundfure  again  clofed 
up.  From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  which  is 
now  lome  years,  the  wound  has  occafionally 
opened,  difcharging  a fmall  quantity  offome- 
times  a more  fluid,  fometimes  a more  meli- 
ceiitous  fubflance ; and,  after  this  difcharge, 
the  aperture  clofes  up.  This  circumftance 
occurs  but  ie'dom  ; perhaps  every  fecond  or 
third  month.  The  aperture  is  fo  fmall  as  not 
to  oe  dilcernible ; no  piaifler  is  worn  upon 
it,  and  the  patient  has  got  rid  of  a confiderable 
deformity,  upon  what  he  thinks  very  eafy 
and  latisfadfory  terms. 

I have  heard  that  wens  have  been- treated 
in  the  following  manner:  they  have  been 
pricked  in  various  parts  of  their  furface  with 
a needle,  and  the  contents  exprefled,  fo  that 

the  nece/flty  for  a more  ferious  operation  has 
been  prevented. 

Thefe  circumftances  are  mentioned  to  il- 
luftrate  the  functions  of  the  cyfls  of  thefe 
tumours;  and  to  fhevv  what  may  be  done  in 

fome 
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fbme  cafes,  as  a palliation  of  thefe  diieaies. 
It  is  not,  however,  meant  to  recommend  fucli 
practice  ; for,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be 
fhewn  afterwards,  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
tamper  with  encyfted  tumours  ; and,  indeed, 
I fhould  not  have  ventured  on  this  palliative 
mode  of  treatment,  in  the  cafe  related,  had  I 
not  known  from  the  effeds  of  the  former 
conduct,  which  had  been  purfued,  that  the 
cyft  and  contiguous  parts  were  of  an  indolent 
nature,  and  not  difpofed  to  read  in  confe- 
rence of  violence  done  to  them. 

The  contents  of  encyfted  tumours  have 
been  denominated  from  their  confidence, 
fteatomatous,  atheromatous,  and  meliceri- 
tous.  To  this  ancient  diftindion  muft  be 
added  another  : the  cyft  fometimes  fecretes  a 
fubftance  like  nail  or  horn  ; which  is  pro- 
truded when  the  {kin  ulcerates,  hardens,  and 
is  pufned  forwards'  in  proportion  as  the  cyft 
fecretes  more  of  this  fubftapce,  fo  as  to  ap- 
pear like  horns  ; as  has  been  fhewn  by  Mr. 
Home  in  the  Philofophical  franfadions. 
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There  is  yet  another  curious  circumftancc 
to  be  noticed  with  relation  to  cyfts  ; which  is* 
thiit  they  have  fometimes  hairs  growing  from 
their  interior  furface.  This  is  the  cafe  of  thofc 

cyfts  which  are  not  unfrequently  met  with 
in  the  ovary  *. 

But  though  the  cyfts  of  eneyfted  tumours 
muft  be  confidered  as  poflefting  the  organiza- 
tion of  other  parts,  and  as  fecreting  and  ab- 
forbing  furfaces ; yet  their  veffels  are  pro- 
bably very  minute,  and  not  endued  with  a 
degree  of  ftrength  adequate  to  the  ordinary 
reparation  of  injury.  If  they  produce  granu- 
lations they  are  flabby,  and  not  difpofed  to 
heal. 

It  is  no  uncommon  circumftance  to  meet 
with  wens,  that  have  burft  fpontaneouljy,  and 
have  thrown  out  a fungus,  which,  like  a fo- 
reign body,  prevents  the  furrounding  integu. 
ments  from  healing. 

* Some  of  the  tubercles  which  occur  In  the  vifeera  feem 

•°  be  f°rmed  lhe  dePor‘tio”  of  various  kinds  of  fubftances 
from  the  furface  of  a cyft,  which  appears  to  be  the  firft 
tormed  and  moll  eflintial  part  of  the  difeafe 
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Moll  parts  that  are  weak,  are  irritable  when 
excited,  and  apt  to  aflume  diieaied  actions. 
This  frequently  happens  in  a finking  manner 
in  the  cyfts  of  thefe  tumours  ; and  as,  per- 
haps, furgeons  are  not  fufficiently  apprized 
of  the  bad  confequences  fometimes  occurring 
from  the  inflammation  of  wens,  and  as  it  is 
proper  to  (hew  the  danger  of  irritating  thefe 
difeafes,  1 fhall  relate  a few  cafes  to  illuftrate 
this  fad. 

A woman,  about  forty  years  of  age,  was 

admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 

with  a frightful  fungus  growing  on  the  front 

of  the  beily,  below,  and  to  the  right  of  the 

navel.  She  had  been  a healthy  lufty  woman, 

but  was  greatly  deranged  in  health  by  the 

pain  and  irritation  which  this  had  occaftoned. 

She  defcribed  it  as  being  a wen  which  had 

burft,  and  her  account  was  afterwards  verified 

by  diflfedion.  The  fungus  bled,  and  fhe 

could  fcarcely  bear  the  fofteft  dreffings  to  be 

applied  to  the  part.  Nothing  mitigated  her 

fuffcrings  fo  much  as  lint  dipt  in  a folution 

of  opium,  and  kept  moift  by  very  frequently 
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iqueezing  on  it,  from  a fponge,  a fufficient 
quantity  of  the  folution.  Nothing  allayed 
the  conftitutional  irritation  but  large  doles  of 
opium.  She  died  exhaufted  in  the  courfe 
of  a fortnight. 

I removed  the  cyft  from  off  the  aponeu- 
rofis  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle,  where 
it  covers  the  redus,  leaving  the  tendinous 
expanfion  quite  clean  and  unaffeded.  The 
cyft  had  ulcerated  in  two  fmall  places,  fo  that 
the  fungus  which  it  contained  was  vilible 
from  behind. 

A man  between  forty  and  fitfy  years  of 
age,  who  was  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Holpital, 
had  a wen  on  his  back,  which  ulcerated,  dif- 
charged  an  atheromatous  fubftance,  and  after- 
^ards  inflamed,  and  threw  out  a fungus. 
Extenfive  eryfipelatous  inflammation  took 
place  in  the  furrounding  integuments,  and  his 
coaftitution  was  greatly  de ranged  by  irrita- 
tion and  fever.  When  he  was  alrnoft  ex- 
haufted by  thefe  circumftances,  and  before 
any  local  amendment  had  taken  place,  an- 
other 
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other  wen  of  the  fame  nature,  which  he  had 
on  his  right  thigh,  ulcerated,  and  was  followed 
by  the  fame  confequences,  and,  conjointly, 
they  foon  deftroyed  him. 

A gentleman,  of  a flout  make,  and  about 
forty  years  of  age,  had  a tumour,  fuppofed  to 
he  farcomatous,  which  had  formed  beneath 
the  integuments  on  the  lower  edge  of  the 
pectoral  mufcle.  It  was  attended  with  fevere 
pain  occallonally,  at  which  time  it  rapidly 
increafed  in  fize,  and  produced  a great  deal 
of  fever  and  irritation*,  which  made  him  look 
very  fickly,  and  grow  very  thin,  and  caufed 
fpme  perfons  to  deem  the  difeafe  cancerous. 

When  the  tumour  had  acquired  a magni- 
tude of  about  four  inches  in  length,  and  three 

* Circumftances  like  thefe  fhould,  I think,  be  particularly 
attended  to  in  the  hiflory  of  tumours ; for  they  may  ferve, 
perhaps,  to  charaderize  the  difeafe  in  which  they  occur. 
Tumours  of  an  innocent  nature  commonly  increafe  in  an 
equal  ratio,  and  do  not  excite  irritation  in  the  contiguous 
parts,  or  in  the  conftitution.  Yet  this,  as  a general  rule,  has 
exceptions.  Some  of  which  have  been  ftated  under  the 
head  of  pancreatic  farcoma,  occurring  i»  or  about  the 
mammary  gland. 
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in  breadth  and  depth,  he  fubmitted  to  its  re- 
moval ; the  integuments  were  divided  and 
turned  back,  and  the  tumour  difle£ted  off  the 
furface,  and,  in  fome  degree,  from  under  the 
edge  of  the  pe&oral  mufcle. 


When  the  tumour  was  examined,  it  was 
found  to  be  compofed  of  a fteatomatous  fub- 
ftance,  contained  in  a thin  capfule.  The  fub- 
ftance  refembled  that  which  I have  deforihed 
as  being  fometimes  found  in  cells  in  the  teftis, 
or  intermixed  with  the  difeafed  organization 
of  that  part.  It  was  firm,  and  refembled 
cheefe  in  its  yellow  colour  and  undhious 

appearance ; but  it  was  not  un&uous  to  the 
touch. 

The  wound  made  in  the  operation  foon 
healed,  and  the  patient’s  health  was  reftored 
to  as  good,  or  feemingly  a better  Hate  than 
before  the  formation  of  this  difeafe.  He  alfo 
regained  his  ufual  athletic  form.  But  in  left 
than  three  months  after  his  recovery,  two 
new  tumours  formed,  one  above,  and  the 
other  below  the  cicatrix  of  the  wound.  The 

patient 


A CLASSIFICATION 


96 

patient  did  not  particularly  attend  to  them 
till  they  had  attained  a fize  equal  to  that  of 
a large  walnut.  To  difie£t  out  both  thefe 
tumours,  and  make  fo  free  a removal  of  parts 
as  to  render  it  probable  that  no  new  growth 
would  enfue,  feemed  to  be  a very  formidable 
operation  ; and,  as  the  nature  of  the  foimer 
tumour  was  known,  and  it  was  fuppofed  that 
thefe  were  of  the  fame  nature,  it  was  agreed 
to  puncture  the  upper  one,  to  exprefs  the 
contents,  and  await  the  event.  This  was 
done  by  a puncture  of  half  an  inch  in  length, 
made  by  an  abfcefs  lancet.  The  contents 
were  exa&ly  like  thofe  of  the  original  tu- 
mour. Vehement  eryfipelatous  or  irritative 
inflammation  took  place,  and  Houghing  about 
the  difeafed  part:  the  inflammation  rapidly 
extended  to  the  oppoflte  fide  of  the  thorax, 
and  then  down  the  integuments  of  the  ab- 
domen to  the  groin.  The  derangement  of 
the  conftitution  was  as  violent  as  the  local 
difeafe,  and  in  about  a week  the  patient  died. 

Thefe  cafes  are  related  to  (hew  the  danger 

of  irritating  wens,  either  of  an  irritable  nature, 

or 
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or  occurring  in  irritable  habits  ; and  becaufe 
I have  not  met  with  fuch  cafes  defcribed  in 
books  in  a manner  adequate  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjedt. 

It  deferves  to  be  noticed  in  this  brief  ac- 
count of  encyfted  tumours,  that  the  difpofition 
to  form  wens  prevails  frequently  in  many 
parts  of  the  body  at  the  fame  time.  It  is  not 
very  uncommon  to  fee  many,  even  twenty  or 
thirty  wens  alike  in  their  ftrudture  and  con- 
tents in  various  parts  of  the  fame  fubjedt. 
Nay,  tne  difpofition  feems  fometimes  to  be 

hereditary,  and  tranfmitted  from  parents  to 
their  children. 

The  fubjedt  would  appear  to  me  to  be  in- 
complete, were  I not  to  notice  the  formation 
of  cavities,  containing  different  fubftances, 
and  which  can  neither  be  accounted  encyfted 
tumours,  nor  abfceffes.  The  cyfts  are  like  the 
cyfts  of  ablceffes  ; they  are  fecreting  furfaces, 
uot  regular  in  fhape,  but  varying  according 
to  the  form  of  the  parts,  amongft  which  they 
are  produced.  They  adhere  alfo,  like  the 
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fides  of  abfccfies,  to  the  circumjacent  parts, 
and  are  not  eafily  feparable  from  them  like 
the  cyfts  of  wens.  Thefe  cyfts  fometimes 
contain  a kind  of  ferum  and  hydatids,  like  the 
cyfts  formed  in  the  liver,  and  other  vifcera. 
Sometimes  they  contain  a number  of  granular 
lubftances  of  a white  colour,  having  a po~ 
lifhed  furface,  and  generally  an  oval  figure. 
They  refemble  pearl  barley,  but  the  granules 
are  generally  fmaller.  I have  feen  the  cyfts 
containing  hydatids,  in  the  back  and  about 
the  hip.  I never  met  with  any  containing 
thefe  granular  bodies  but  about  the  hip,  and, 
in  the  thecae:  of  tendons,  I have  therefore  con- 
jectured that  thofe  near  the  hip  might  have 
been  originally  formed  in  the  burfa  mucofa  of 
the  great  gluteal  mufcle. 

The  majority  of  thefe  cafes,  which  I have 
feen,  have  ultimately,  but  very  llowly,  done 
well.  However  feme  cyfts,  upon  becoming 
open,  produce  great  and  fatal  irritation  in  the 
contiguous  parts.  Sometimes  cyfts,  as  Mr. 
Hey  has  lately  remarked,  produce  that  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  which  he  has  called  fungus  hasma- 
toides.  Of  this  circumftance,  as  it  appertains 
to  the  prefent  fubjeCt,  I fhall  relate  an  in- 
ftance  ; but  to  fpeak  more  largely  of  it  would 
be  deviating  from  the  plan  of  this  paper,  and 
would  be  unneceflary,  as  the  numerous  and 
accurate  cafes  which  Mr.  Hey  has  related, 
ihew  that  this  difeafe  may  exift  without  being 
connected  with  cyfts. 

A girl  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  who  was 
in  of.  Bartholomew  s Hofpital,  had  a collec- 
tion of  fluid  under  the  triceps  extenfor  cubiti, 
near  to  the  olecranon.  When  I firft  faw  it,  it 
was  not  larger  than  a pullet’s  egg,  but  it  in- 
creafe  I,  notwithstanding  the  means  which 
were  employed  to  difcufs  it  ; and,  in  about 
twelve  months,  it  prefented  itfelf  beneath  the 
integuments  on  the  outfide  of  the  arm,  in  the 
fpace  between  the  extenfor  and  flexor  muf- 
cles,  a little  above  the  elbow.  Upon  com- 
prefling the  projecting  integuments,  an  agita- 
tion ot  fluid  was  felt  beneath  the  triceps 
mufcle  in  the  infide  of  the  arm,  and  the  col- 
lection feemed  to  extend  high  up  on  the  back 
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part  of  the  os  brachii.  As  the  parts  con- 
taining the  fluid  feemed  more  difpofed  to 
increafe  in  dimenflons,  than  to  give  way  and 
difcharge  their  contents,  the  colle&ion  was 
opened  where  it  pointed  , and  a quantity  ot 
ferum  was  difcharged.  On  introducing  the 
finger,  fome  ftrata  of  coagulated  blood  came 
away,  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  fo  great 
an  haemorrhage,  that  it  became  neceflary  to 
enlarge  the  wound,  in  orde;  to  fearch  for  the 
bleeding  veflels.  In  proportion  as  this  was 
done,  and  more  coagulated  blood  was  de- 
tached from  the  Aides  of  the  cyft,  which  had 
contained  both  it  and  the  ferum,  the  haemor- 
rhage increafed,  and  the  blood  flowed  fo  pro- 
fufely  from  fo  many  and  fuch  large  arteries, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  controul  its  eflufion. 
Amputation  feemed  unavoidable,  and  was 
performed  as  high  up  as  pofiible,  but  not 
clearly  above  the  cyfl,  fome  part  of  which 
remained  amongfl  the  mufcles  of  the  flump. 

On  examining  the  amputated  limb,  a thick 
and  firm  flratum  of  coagulated  blood  was 
found  adhering  to  the  Aides  of  a cyfl,  which 
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extended  from  a little  above  the  obecranon, 
where  it  was  large,  to  nearly  the  upper  part 
of  the  os  brachii,  where  it  gradually  tapered 
to  a fmall  fize.  The  upper  part  of  the  cyft 
was  cut  off  from  the  reft  by  the  amputating 
knife,  and  of  courfe  remained  upon  the  ftump. 
At  fir  ft,  the  ftump  appeared  to  do  well,  but 
fhortly  after  the  fides  of  the  wound  feparated, 
confiderable  inflammation  came  on,  and  a 
fungus  was  thruft  forth.  Great  fever  and 
irritation  accompanied  this  local  diforder,  and 
the  girl  died. 

The  treatment  of  encyfted  tumours  re- 
fembles  that  of  the  farcomatous  kind.  By  ab« 
ftrading  blood  and  heat  from  the  part  it  is 
probable  the  growth  of  them  will  be  flopped, 
and  the  difeafe  made  for  a time  ftationary. 
They  are  not  likely  to  be  difperfed  ; and,  as 
the  magnitude  is  increafed  by  delay,  and  the 
fpontaneous  opening  of  the  cyft  generally 
leaves  a vexatious  and  intradable  fore,  and 
fometimes  is  attended  with  more  dangerous 
confequences,  the  early  removal  of  the  dif- 
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cafe  is  the  bed  practical  conduct  that  can  be 
purfued. 


Another  genus  of  tumours  is  the  oiieous. 
Thofe  which  hang  pendulous  into  joints  are 
fometimes  bony.  Otteous  tumours  alio 
form,  though  not  frequently,  in  other  parts: 
of  this  circumftance  I ihall  relate  the  follow- 
ing indance.  A woman  was  admitted  into' 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  with  a hard 
tumour  in  the  ham.  It  was  about  four 
inches  in  length  and  three  in  breadth.  She 
had  alfo  a tumour  on  the  front  of  the  thigh 
a little  above  the  patella,  of  letter  fize  and 
hardnefs.  S he  tumour  in  the  ham,  by  its 
pretture  on  the  nerves  and  vettels,  had 
greatly  benumbed  the  fenfibility,  and  ob- 
drufted  the  circulation  of  the  leg,  fo  that  it 
was  very  cedematous.  As  it  appeared  im- 
poffible  to  remove  this  tumour,  and,  as  its 
origin  and  connections  were  unknown,  am- 
putation was  refolved  on.  On  examining 
the  amputated  limb,  the  tumour  in  the  ham 

could  only  be  divided  by  a faw  3 feveral  dices 

were. 
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were  taken  out  of  it  by  this  means,  and  ap- 
peared to  confift  of  coagulable  and  vafcular 
fubftance,  in  the  interftices  of  which  a great 
deal  of  bony  matter  was  depofited.  The 
remainder  of  the  tumour  was  macerated  and 
dried,  and  it  appears  to  be  formed  of  an  irre- 
gular and  compact  deposition  of  the  earth  of 
bone.  The  tumour  on  the  front  of  the  thigh 
was  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  in  the  ham  ; 
but  containing  fo  little  lime,  that  it  could  be 
cut  with  a knife.  The  thigh-bone  was  not  at  all 
difeafed ; which  is  mentioned,  becaufe,  when 
bony  matter  is  depofited  in  a limb,  it  gene- 
rally  arifes  from  a difeafe  of  the  bone.  This 
cafe,  however,  Shews  that  the  velfels  of  a 
tumour  may  fecrete  phofphate  of  lime,  and 
convert  it  into  an  olfeous  fubftance,  without 
any  manifeft  caufe  exifting  to  excite  fuch 
oflific  inflammation. 

# 

Vafcular  tumours  alfo  may  cloubtlefs  be- 
come converted  into  a fubftance  refembling; 
cartilage  like  thofe  found  in  joints  ; and  their 
hardnefs  might  then  exclude  them  from  the 
genus  farcoma.  1 have  not  however  met 
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with  fuch  inftances,  though  it  is  not  very 
uncommon  to  find  a fubftance  refembling 
cartilage  intermixed  with  the  other  vafcular 
fubftance  of  a farcocele  of  the  teftis. 

The  difeafes  which  I have  been  defcribing 
may  be  confidered  as  edifices  which  are  built 
up  by  difeafed  adions,  and  in  which  thofe 
difeafed  adions  continue  to  refide,  The 
adions  themfelves  do  not  admit  of  examinar 
tion,  though  the  ftrudures  do  which  they 
ered.  Therefore  as  Dr.  Baillie  has  obferved, 
it  is  by  an  examination  of  difeafed  ftrudure 
that  we  muft  be  ft  owl  y led  to  a knowledge  of 

difeafed  adions.  It  does  not  follow  as  acer- 

: 

tain  confequence,  that  fimilar  difeafed  adions 
will,  in  every  inftance,  produce  precifely  the 
fame  difeafed  ftrudure  ; though  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  will  do  fo  in  general.  This 
obfervation  would  diminifh  our  furprize  if,  in 
fome  rare  inftances,  we  found  cancer  exifting 
where  a cancerous  ftrudure  wras  not  ftrikingly 
manifeft ; or  if,  in  others,  a ftrudure  like 
that  of  cancer,  was  obferved  where  no  can- 
cerous adions  were  apparent.  The  fcirrhus 
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tumours,  which  form  beneath  the  peritoneal 
covering  or  lining  of  the  uterus,  have  fome- 
thing  of  the  ftrudture  of  cancer,  and  yet  they 
aie  not  cancerous.  In  all  cafes  where  tur 
mours  are  formed  we  mull  fuppofe  an  im- 
creafe,  and,  in  fome  degree,  a difordered 
a&ion  of  the  vefiels  which  form  them,  but, 
in  many,  thefe  adions  poflefs  but  little  dif- 
eafed  peculiarity.  As  in  every  cafe  of  growth, 
in  the  re-proauction  of  deftroyed  parts5  the 
gelatinous  fubftance  of  the  blood  is  fir  ft  depo- 
fttea,  and  afterwards  rendered  vafcular,  there- 
fore I have  confidered  a tumour  formed  in  this 
manner  as  one  of  the  rnoft  fimple  kind  and 
poiTefling  the  leaft  of  difeafed  peculiarity; 
but  I am  aware  that  I may  have  included 
under  this  general  character  tumours  of  eflen- 
tially  different  natures.  In  the  adipofe  far- 
coma  there  mull  be  fome  peculiarity  in  the 
arrangement  and  a&ions  of  veftels  which  form 
this  tumour  ; but  it  mull  be  accounted  a na- 
tural rather  than  a morbid  peculiarity.  The 
pancreatic  farcoma,  I fhould  fuppofe,  differed 
hut.  little  from  the  firft  fpecies.  It  may  be 
?onfidered  as  a new  growth  charaderized 

merely 
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merely  by  the  peculiarity  of  its  appearance, 
in  confequence  or  its  being  feparated  into 
may  diftin£t  parts,  which  fometimes  cohere 
by  a loofer  kind  of  texture,  and  fometimes 
are  feparated  by  a firmer  fubftance.  The 
connecting  medium  appears  like  the  thick- 
ened cellular  fubftance  of  the  part  in  which 
the  newly  organized  matter  is  formed.  In- 
deed I have  fometimes  prefled  out  the  fepa- 
rated portions  of  this  iubftance  from  the 
connecting  medium  which  environed  them. 
In  the  mammary  farcoma  I fufpeCt  fome 
difeafed  peculiarity  to  exift,  as  lias  been  men- 
tioned in  fpeaking  of  that  fubject.  In  the 
tuberculated  farcoma  the  predifpofition  to 
that  difeafe  feems  general  on  the  part  oi  the 
conftitution.  In  the  medullary  farcoma  the 
difeafe  feems  local,  in  the  fnft  in  dance, 
and  propagated  by  means  Oi  the  abloibmg 
veficls  to  their  glands,  and  frequently  in  a 
courfe  retrograde  to  that  which  the  abiorbed 
fluids  would  naturally  take  ; but  in  the  ad- 
vanced date  of  the  diicafo  the  moioid  dif* 
pofition  appears  to  be  general.  In  carcino- 

matous  farcoma  the  difeafe  appears  to  begin 

in 
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in  a point  or  fmall  diftrid,  and  to  extend  in 
every  direction,  as  rays  do  from  a center,  af- 
fecting every  furrounding  part  whatever  may 
be  its  nature.  The  difeafed  adions  alfo,  though 
they  may  be  at  times  more  violent  or  more 
tranquil,  never  ceafe.  This  difeafe  is  alfo  ex- 
tended through  the  medium  of  the  abforbing 
vefiels  in  the  direction  which  the  abforbed 
matter  would  naturally  take. 


1 
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On  Diseases  resembling  Syphilis. 


tore  the  Public,  I fhall  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exciting  its  attention  to  fome  cafes 
which  have  occurred  to  me  of  difeafes  refem- 


feveral  cafes  fuppofed  to  be  of  that  nature,  and 
fome  of  which  were  certainly  not  fo,  as  they 
got  well  without  mercury  ; but  in  the  greater 
number  the  employment  of  this  medicine 
rendered  their  nature  doubtful.  Mr.  Hunter 
alfo,  who  was  as  cautious  in  drawing  conclu-. 
fions  as  he  was  accurate  in  making  obferva- 
tions,  expreffes  himfelf  in  many  inftances  fo 
diffidently  on  the  fubjedt,  as,  in  my  opinion, 
not  fufficiently  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  his 
readers  with  the  certainty,  importance,  and 
frequency  of  fuch  fafts.  He  concludes  his 
obfervations  by  intimating  “ that  undefcribed 
difeafes,  refembling  the  venereal,  are  very 


thus  ventured  again  to  appear  be' 


bling  Syphilis.  Mr.  Hunter,  in  his  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  has  related 


numerous, 
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numerous,  and  that  what  he  has  faid  is  rather 
to  be  confidered  as  hints  for  others  to  profe- 
cute  this  inquiry  further  than  as  a complete 
account  of  tne  fubjecL  As  it  has  occurred 
to  me  very  frequently  to  meet  with  fuch 
cafes,  and  as  the  neceflity  for  difcriminating 
them  from  venereal  difeafes  appears  to  me  of 
the  higheft  importance,  I jfhall  profecute  the 
fubject  by  relating  fome  unequivocal  cafes  of 
ciifcaies  ftrikingly  refembling  fyphilis,  and 
which,  however,  were  not  fo,  provided  it  be 

mined  that  fyphilis  does  not  fpontaneoufly 
get  well  without  the  aid  of  medicine. 

Tiie  neceflity  for  difcrimination  between 
thefe  difeafes  will  appear  upon  a flight  con- 
fuieration  of  the  fubjedt.  If  a furgeon,  who 
does  not  fee  that  extent  of  practice  which 
occuis  in  a metropolis,  adminifters  mercury  in. 
one  or  the  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis,  he  finds 
perhaps  that  the  fymptoms  yield  flowly  ; 
and  even  after  a confiderable  and  debilitating 
courfe  or  that  medicine  they  may  recur. 
T hey  are  then  counteraded  by  a ftill  more 
Severe  ufe  of  mercury  till  they  perhaps  fpon- 

taneoully 
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taneoufly  ceafe,  which  may  not  happen  till  the 
patient’s  conftitution  is  fo  enfeebled,  that  if  it 
does  not  fall  into  other  Hates  of  difeafe  it  very 
flowly  regains  the  ftandard  of  health.  Such 
cafes  would  induce  the  furgeon  to  confider 
the  venereal  difeafe  as  peculiarly  difficult  of 
cure,  and  liable  to  recur  on  the  remiffion  cf 
even  a fevere  courfe  of  mercury.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this  opinion  is,  that  he  employs 
mercury  to  an  unneceffary  anu  injurious  de- 
gree in  his  general  practice. 

I do  not  mean  by  thefe  remarks  to  infer, 
however,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  venereal 
difeafe  is  equally  fufceptible  of  cure  in  every 
inftance  by  mercury  ; nor  am  I an  advocate 
for  what  has  been  termed  an  alterative  courfe 
of  this  medicine.  Cales  which  frequently 
occur  have  convinced  me  that  it  requires  a 
very  confiderable  mercurial  effed  to  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe  in  fome  infiances;  and  that 
this  e fie  ft  mull  be  continued  tor  a confider- 
able time  in  order  to  infure  a cure.  Mr. 
Hunter  probably  wiflied  the  iuojcft  of  dif- 

eafes  refembllng  fyphilis  to  be  profecuted,  in 

3 hopes 
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hopes  that  home  didindtive  characters  might 
be  difcovered  as  peculiar  to  them  ; but  the 
following  cafes  (hew  that  thefe  difeafes  enfue 
from  primary  infedted  fores  of  very  diflimilar 
appearances,  and  fometimes  arife  without  any 
primary  fore  having  been  obferved.  The 
reader  will  bed  underhand  my  motives  for 
relating  thefe  cafes  after  he  has  perufed  them. 
The  fird  is  the  cafe  of  a gentleman  who  was, 
at  the  time  it  happened,  which  is  many  years 
a mod  attentive  and  intelligent  dudent 
at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital. 

CASE. 

This  gentleman  thought  that  he  had  in- 
feded  a flight  cut  on  his  hand  (which  was 
fituated  in  front  of  and  jud  below  the  little 
finger)  with  the  difeharge  from  a bubo  in  the 
groin  that  he  had  occaficn  to  open.  The 
wound  fretted  out  into  a fore  about  the  fize 
•of  a fixpence,  which  he  fhewed  me,  and 
’which  I affirmed  had  not  the  thickened  edge 
‘and  bafe,  and  other  characters  of  a venereal 

1 chancre.  I therefore  recommended  him  to 

/ • 
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try  the  effeft  of  local  means,  and  not  to  ufe 
, mercury. 

In  about  a month  the  fore,  which  had 
fpread  a little,  became  again  contracted  in  its 
dimenfions,  and  aliumed  an  healing  appear- 
ance. At  this  time  pain  was  felt  extending 
up  the  arm,  and  fuddenly  a confiderable 
tumour  arofe  over  the  abforbing  veflfels, 
which  proceed  along  the  inner  edge  of  the 
biceps  mufcle.  This  tumour  became  nearly 
as  big  as  a fmall  orange.  As  the  original  fore 
feemed  now  difpofed  to  heal,  and  as  theie 
was  no  furrounding  induration,  I could  not 
believe  it  venereal,  and  therefore  recom- 
mended him  hill  to  abftain  from  mercury, 
and  apply  leeches,  and  linen  moiftened  in  the 
aq.  litharg.  acet.  comp,  to  the  tumour  formed 
over  the  inflamed  abforbents.  For  it  feemed 
to  me  that  if  venereal  poifon  had  been  im- 
bibed from  the  fore,  it  would  have  palled  on 
to  one  of  the  axillary  glands-, 'and  would  have 
caufed  induration  and  inflammation  to  take 
place  there,  more  flowlv  than  had  occurred  on 
the  prefent  occafion. 


Under 
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Under  this  treatment  the  tumour  was  dif- 
cuffed,  and  the  fore  at  the  fame  time  healed. 
About  three  weeks  afterwards  the  patient 
called  on  me,  and  laid  that  there  were  vene- 
real ulcers  in  his  throat ; and  in  each  tonfil 
there  was  an  ulcer  deeply  excavated,  with  ir- 
regular edges,  and  with  a furface  covered  by 
adhering  matter;  ulcers,  in  fhort,  which 
every  furgeon,  who  depends  on  his  fight  as 
his  guide,  would  have  pronounced  to  be  ve- 
nereal. Shortly  after  alfo,  fome  copper-co- 
loured eruptions  appeared  on  his  face  and 
bread.  He  fhewed  his  difeafes  to  feverai 
furgeons,  on  whofe  opinion  he  relied,  who, 
without  hefitation,  affirmed  that  they  were 
Venereal,  and  that  the  mercurial  courfe  had 
been  improperly  delayed. 

Whilfl:  the  patient  was  looking  out  for 
l°dgings,  in  order  that  he  might  go  through 
the  mercurial  procefs,  a circumfcribed  thick- 
ening and  elevation  of  the  pericranium  cover- 
■ i°g  the  frontal  bone  appeared  ; it  was  of  the 
•circumference  of  an  half-crown  piece;  and 
]Was,  111  hiort,  what  every  furgeon,  who  is 

guided 
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guided  only  by  his  light  and  touch,  would, 
without  hefitation,  have  called  a lair  corona 
veneris.  I now  told  the  patient  that  I was 
more  inclined  to  believe  his  difeaie  was  not 
fyphilitic,  from  the  fudden  and  fimultaneous 
occurrence  of  this  node  with  the  fore  throat, 
&c.  Other  furgeons  thought  differently  ; and 
[ believe  this  very  lenhble  and  amiable  young 
man  imagined  that  his  health  would  become 
a facrifice  if  he  any  longer  attended  to  my 
opinion.  He  was  preparing  to  fubmit  to  a 
mercurial  courfe,  when  very  important  con- 
cerns called  him  inftantly  into  the  country. 
He  went  with  great  reluctance,  taking  with 
him  mercurial  ointment,  &c. : and  after  a fort- 
night I received  a letter  from  him,  faying  that 
he  found  his  complaints  benefited  by  his 
journey,  that  bufinefs  had  prevented  him 
from  beginning  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  a few 
days,  that  he  now  found  it  was  unneceffary, 
for  his  fymptorns  had  almoft  difappeared,  and 
ihortly  afterwards  he  became  perfectly  well. 

At  the  time,  and  ever  fince,  I confidered 

this  cafe  as  meriting  publication,  as  being  the 

8 mod 


RESEMBLING  SYPHILIS.  I 15 

mod  unequivocal  indance  extant  of  a difeafe 
occurring,  which  could  not  from  appearance 
be  didinguilhed  by  furgeons  of  the  greated 
experience  from  fyphilis,  and  which,  how- 
ever, was  undoubtedly  of  a different  nature ; 
and  I believe  that  there  is  no  one,  who  would 
not  have  decided  on  this  cafe,  as  thofe  did 
who  declared  it  to  be  venereal,  unlefs  they 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  its  pro- 
grefs  very  attentively.  This  cafe  probably 
made  me  more  fcrupulous  than  I diould 
otherwife  have  been  in  admitting  difeafes  to 
be  venereal,  till  their  unabating  progrefs  eda- 
blifhed  their  nature  beyond  the  podibility  of 
doubt ; and  from  this  hefitation  in  deciding  I 
have  been  enabled  to  prove,  that  a great  num- 
ber of  cafes,  in  which  mercury  would  have 
been  employed,  have  got  well  without  the 
ufe  of  that  medicine.  It  has  happened  to 
me,  as  it  did  to  Mr.  Hunter,  to  meet  with 
thele  cafes  very  frequently,  and  I therefore 
conclude  that  they  mud  occur  frequently  to 
others  ; and  my  objedt  in  relating  thefe  in- 
dances is  to  induce  furgeons  to  reilecd  on  the 
bed  mode  of  difcriminating  between  them 
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and  thofe  truly  venereal.  I have  kept  no 
particular  account  of  the  numerous  cafes 
which  I have  met  with,  but  the  five  follow- 
ing infiances  happened  in  my  own  private 
practice  within  a few  months,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  them  are  fiill  frefh.  in  my 
memory.  The  cafes  are  drawn  up  from  nar- 
ratives which  I requefied  the  patients  them- 

felves  to  make  out  of  their  own  difeafes. 

% 

i 

CASE. 

A gentleman  had  a fore  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  prepuce  near  the  froenum,  which  wms 
much  irritated  by  travelling  from  the  country. 
When  he  came  to  town  there  was  a good 
deal  of  furrounding  inflammation,  and  a 
thickening  adjoining  the  edges  of  the  foie, 
which  were  Irregular,  and  feemingly  difpofed 
to  fpread.  An  appearance  of  granulations 
had  taken  place  on  the  furface  of  the  ulcer, 
which  was  at  this  time  as  latge  as  a {hilling. 
I gave  him  the  piluloe  hydrargyri,  whilft  I 
tried  by  local  means  to  quiet  the  irritation  of 
the  fore,  and  of  the  furrounding  paits.  As 
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l^e  ^ore  appeared  to  heal  flowly,  and  feem- 
ingly  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury taken,  the  patient  rubbed  in  at  the  fame 
time  iome  mercurial  ointment,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  till  after  the  fore  was  well,  which  was 
in  about  a month.  In  three  weeks  after  he 
had  left  off  thefe  medicines  this  patient  ap- 
plied to  me  on  account  of  an  ulceration  on 
the  velum  pendulum  palati,  and  on  the  fur- 
face  of  one  tonfil ; and  foon  afterwards  ulcers 
tooK  place  on  the  edges  of  the  tongue,  on 
tlie  infide  of  the  lips  and  cheeks.  Copper- 
coloured  fpots  alfo  came  out  on  his  arms  and 
legs,  and  all  over  his  body.  They  were  very 
numerous,  but  none  appeared  on  his  face. 
By  waiting  and  watching  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  I round  that  lome  of  the  ulcers 
amended  fpontaneoufly,  and  that  the  palate 
got  well.  1 therefore  exhorted  him  to  refrain 
fiom  mercurial  medicine,  and  he  went  into 
the  country.  A medical  gentleman,  whom 
the  patient  confulted,  was  very  anxious  to 
tiy  fomething  to  cure  this  difeafe,  when  his 
patient  was  feized  with  a fevere  febrile  com- 
plaint, during  the  continuance  of  which  all 
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thefe  doubtful  fymptoms  difappeared,  and 
there  has  not  been  any  return  of  difeafe  fince 
that  time. 


CASE. 

A gentleman  had  a fmall  fore  on  the  pre- 
puce, at  a little  diftance  behind  the  corona 
glandis,  which  did  not  appear  like  a venereal 
chancre,  and  therefore  no  mercury  was  uled. 
After  about  a fortnight,  during  which  time  it 
could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  better  or  worfe, 
it  fuddenly  became  confiderably  indurated  in 
its  circumference,  and  the  furrounding  parts 
became  inflamed.  The  hardnefs  was  fo  con- 
fiderable  that  it  refembled  one  of  thofe  indu- 
rated chancres  which  fo  frequently  occur ; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  linking  refem- 
blance,  another  furgeon,  wdiom  the  patient 
confulted  at  this  time,  infilled  on  his  con- 
fining himfelf  to  his  chamber,  and  uflng  mer- 
cury attentively. 

The  quietude  of  the  patient,  with  fome 
little  attention  in  regard  to  local  applications, 
foon  removed  the  inflammation  and  hardnefs, 

and 
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and  the  patient,  who  was  controuled  by  no- 
thing but  his  fears,  difcontinued  his  medicine 
after  thrice  ufing  fome  mercurial  ointment, 
and  returned  to  his  former  mode  of  life. 

About  a month  afterwards  he  called  on  me 
with  an  ulcer  in  each  tonfil,  one  of  which 
was  deeply  excavated,  with  irregular  edges, 
and  covered  by  adhering  matter.  Shortly  af- 
terwards copper-coloured  fpots  appeared  on 
his  body,  but  they  all  went  away  in  about  a 
month  without  mercury. 

CASE. 

A gentleman  applied  to  me  with  a very  irri- 
table fore,  or  rather  excoriation,  extending  it- 
felf  over  the  left  half  of  the  corona  glandis.  It 
was  unlike  a venereal  fore,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  from  this  defcription,  yet,  as  the  pa- 
tient was  young  and  healthy,  I advifed  him 
to  take  lome  of  the  pilulae  hydrargyri  to 
guard  again!!  the  pofllble  confequences  of  ab- 
forption,  and  to  bathe  the  parts  affe&ed  with 
the  at],  litharg.  acet.  comp.  c.  opio,  and  to  apply 
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folded  linen  moiflened  with  the  wafh  round 
the  penis.  The  prepuce  foon  became  fwoln 
and  inflamed,  fo  that  he  was  unable  to  retrad 
it,  and  the  attempt  gave  him  great  pain.  He 
was  therefore  directed  to  cleanfe  the  part  by 
injecting  frequently  the  decodion  of  white 
poppy  heads  of  a lukewarm  temperature. 
After  a week  he  tried  a very  weak  folution  of 
vitriolated  zinc,  and  other  metallic  falts,  but 
they  all  increafed  his  pain,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  the  nfe  of  the  anodyne  wafh. 
When  he  had  perfevered  in  this  courfe  three 
weeks  without  any  evident  amendment,  we 
confulted  another  furgeon,  who  recommended 
the  difcontinuance  of  the  mercurial  medicine, 
and  in  lieu  of  it  the  free  ufe  of  the  bark. 
This  medicine  he  took  for  a week  without 
any  amendment  ; he  then  tried  the  nitrous 
acid  for  ten  days,  and  afterwards  took 

cicuta. 

In  about  two  months  he  was  able  to  retrad 
the  forefkin,  and  then  the  folution  of  vitrio- 
lated zinc  appeared  to  lefleri  the  irritability, 

and  contribute  to  the  fkinning  of  the  fore, 

which 
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which  was  merely  on  the  fur  face,  not  having 
been  attended  with  any  lofs  of  fubftance. 

Afterwards,  the  penis  being  fubjeded  to 
fome  accidental  irritation,  the  fame  kind  of 
forenefs  fpread  over  the  other  half  of  the 
corona  giandis ; but  this  difeafe  was  not  ac- 
companied with  fo  much  tendernefs  as  the 
former  one,  and  got  well  in  leis  than  a 
month.  As  toon  as  it  was  well  the  patient 
had  an  ulceration  of  the  velum  pendulum 
palati,  round  which  the  cuticle  afiumed  a 
whitifh  colour  ; the  ulceration  fpread  acrofs 
the  palate,  but  it  was  evident  that  the  part 
firft  afFeded  got  better  whilft  the  ulcer  be- 
came worfe  in  the  parts  lad  afFeded.  Two 
or  three  ulcers  took  place  upon  each  ed^e  of 
the  tongue,  and  fome  on  the  in  fide  of  the 
lips.  At  the  fame  time  many  copper- coloured 
fpots  appeared  on  the  face,  bread,  arms,  and 
lower  extremities  ; they  came  out  in  fuccef- 
don,  were  of  an  oval  fhape,  about  the  fize  of 

a fixpencc,  and  had  a drikingly  venereal 
afped. 
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Believing  that  the  primary  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe  were  not  fyphilitic,  and  obferving 
that  fome  part  of  the  ulcer  on  the  palate  heal- 
ed, and  that  fome  of  the  fores  on  the  tongue 
and  lips  got  better,  whild  new  ones  broke  out,  I 
recommended  the  patient  to  ufe  no  mercury. 
He  went  into  the  country,  where  all  thefe 
maladies  gradually  difappeared,  and  in  about 
a month  he  was  perfectly  well. 


CASE. 

A perfon,  whofe  irregular  habits  of  life 

gave  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  existence  of  fyphihs 

in  the  conditution,  had  ulceration  of  the  ton- 

fils,  not  fuperficial,  but  deep.  Thefe  were 

accompanied  with  copper-coloured  fpots  on 

the  face  and  bread,  and  eruptions  on  the 

head  amidd  the  hair,  accompanied  with  a 

great  deal  of  fcurf.  Thefe  got  well  by 

anointing  the  head  with  ung.  hydrarg.  nitrat. 

mixed  with  fimple  ointment,  which  made  me 

doubt  whether  the  other  difeafes  were  really 

fyphilitic,  and  caufed  me  to  delay  the  ufe  of 

mercury.  The  complaints  did  not  amend, 

nor  did  they  get  materially  worfe.  There 

was 
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was  attending  thefe  difeafes  a good  deal  of 
general  indifpofition ; the  appetite  failed,  and 
no  deep  took  place  till  the  morning. 

At  this  time  a tendernefs  and  thickening 
of  the  periofteum  of  the  tibia  took  place. 
Though  other  medicines  did  not  appear  to  be 
of  any  fervice  I dill  was  averfe  to  the  ufe  of 
mercury.  Tired  of  delay,  the  patient  con- 
fulted  another  furgeon,  who  declared  the  dif- 
eaie  to  be  venereal,  and  defired  that  mercurial 
ointment  might  be  ufed.  The  patient  ac- 
cordingly rubbed  in  two  or  three  nights  with- 
out feeling  any  effed  from  the  medicine,  and 
then  fet  off  on  a party  of  pleafure  to  Brigh- 
ton, where  all  the  difeafes  gradually  difap- 
peared  without  any  further  ufe  of  mercury. 


CASE. 

A gentleman  had  an  enlargement  of  a gland 
in  the  groin,  probably  from  the  abforption  of 
fome  infedious  matter,  though  he  was  not 
conlcious  of  having  had  any  fore.  A fecond 
and  a third  gland  became  enlarged,  the  inte- 
guments 
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guments  became  thickened  and  inflamed,  and 
a very  large  bubo  formed.  It  fuppurated  and 
burft  in  three  places.  The  general  tumefac- 
tion fubfided,  but  by  no  means  difperfed, 
and  finufes  remained  where  the  abfcefies  had 
been.  About  this  time  I faw  the  patient, 
which  was  two  months  after  the  firfc  appear- 
ance of  the  difeafe. 

Shortly  after  this  he  had  an  ulceration, 
which  Spread  over  the  velum  pendulum  pa- 
lati,  and,  except  that  it  was  more  Super- 
ficial, much  refembled  a Syphilitic  ulceration. 
It  continued  fo  long  without  amendment  that 
I began  to  think  it  was  venereal.  Bark  was 
now  given  plentifully,  and  the  ulcer  evidently 
amended.  The  patient  went  afterwards  to 
the  fea-fide,  where  the  bubo  gradually  dil- 
perfed  : many  months  however  elapfed  before 
it  entirely  disappeared.  The  ulcerations  of 
the  velum  pendulum  palati  alfo  healed  flowly, 
and  ulcers  which  afterwards  appeared  in  the 
back  part  of  the  pharynx,  alfo  got  well  with- 
out mercury. 


Thefe 
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riieie  cafes  are  not  related  as  beintr  cn- 

, o 

nous,  but  becaufe  they  all,  except  the  fird, 
occurred  to  me  within  the  fpace  of  a few 
months,  and  becaufe  fufficient  time  has 
elapfed  fmce  their  occurrence  to  Ihew  that 
there  is  no  probability  that  any  fubfequent 
difeafe  will  arife  from  the  fame  fource.  ’ It 
mud:  be  allowed  that  they  are  incontedable 
in  fiances  of  difeafes  getting  well  without 
mercury,  which  could  not  be  diftinguiflied 
oy  mere  inlpeclion  from  fimilar  difeafes  truly 
Syphilitic,  for  though  mercury  was  employ- 
ed in  fome  of  the  caies,  it  was  ufed  at  fuch  a 
time,  or  in  fuch  quantity,  that  it  cannot  in 
the  lead  influence  our  decifion  as  to  this 
point.  For  indance,  in  the  find  cafe  the 
mercury  was  employed  for  the  cure  of  the 
primary  ulcer,  and  did  apparently  contribute 
to  it,  yet  the  fecondary  fymptoms  got  well 
without  mercuy,  which,  according  to  the  opi- 
nions now  prevailing  among  furgeons,  is  a 
proof  that  neither  were  venereal.  It  may  in- 
deed be  fuppofed  that  the  venereal  poifon 
may  be  modified  by  certain  conditutions,  and 
its  ededs  fpo  n tan  eon  fly  get  well ; and  fome 
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may  queftion  if  the  fecondary  fymptoms  were 
the  confequences  of  the  fores  or  abforption  to 
which  I attribute  them.  What  I have  written 
is,  I believe,  in  conformity  to  prevailing  opi- 
nions, and  I forbear  to  enter  into  uncertain 
difcuffions. 

Thefe  inftances,  however,  though  not  Se- 
lected for  the  purpofe,  Ihew  that  the  primary 
infeCted  fores  which  are  capable  of  producing 
fecondary  fymptoms,  which  Strikingly  re- 
iemble  thofe  or  iyphilis,  do  not  themfdves 
potfefs  any  uniform  characters.  In  the  firft 
cafe  the  ulcer  had  no  uncommon  appearance  ; 
it  was  of  the  fize  of  a drilling,  with  fretful 
edges,  and  every  where  covered  with  granu- 
lations. In  the  Second  there  were  no  appa- 
rent granulations,  and  a great  degree  of  indu- 
ration Suddenly  Surrounded  it,  giving  it  a 
Striking  refemblance  to  the  inourated  vene- 
real  chancre.  In  the  third  the  fore  furface 
was  extremely  irritable  ; but  though  the  dif- 
eal'e  cxifted  for  a long  time  the  ulcerative 
procefs  did  not  eat  into  the  part ; and  at  the 

conclufton  of  the  cafe  there  was  no  lofs  ot 
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fubftance.  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  cafes  the 
abforption  of  the  matter,  which  caufed  the 
fecondary  fymptoms,  either  took  place  with- 
out any  breach  of  furface,  or  the  primary 
fores  were  too  insignificant  to  excite  atten- 
tion. I lately  attended  a gentleman  who  had 
an  ulcerated  throat,  and  eruptions  on  the 
head,  which  broke  out  between  the  fecond 
and  third  month  after  the  appearance  of  a 
fore  on  the  prepuce,  which  fore  healed  in  a 
few  days  with  no  other  treatment  than 
bathing  it  with  a folution  of  acetated  lead, 
and  applying  to  it  a piece  of  lint  moiftened 
with  that  liquor.  This  circumftance  made 
him  difregard  the  primary  fore,  but  he  was 
affined  by  a fiirgeon,  whom  he  confulted, 
that  the  fecondary  fymptoms  were  venereal : 

they  however  got  well  without  mercury, 

* 

It  is  probable  that  thefe  morbific  poifons 
may  be  abforbed  without  any  evident  ulcer, 
or  from  a trivial  ulcer,  which  may  heal  Spon- 
taneously, much  more  frequently  than  the 
fyphilitic  poiion  ; and  if  the  confequent  con- 
Sfitutional  fymptoms  are  confidered  as  vene- 
real. 
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real,  and  treated  as  fuch,  I need  not  fay 
what  confufion  mud  be  produced  in  the  mind 
of  the  furgeon  who  purfues  this  conduct,  and 
how  bewildered  his  opinions  mud  be  refpeCt- 
ing  the  venereal  difeafe.  If,  for  indance,  in 
the  cafe  beginning  at  page  123,  a furgeon 
had  confidered  the  fecondary  fymptoms  as 
venereal,  and  employed  mercury  fuccefsfully 
for  their  cure,  he  would  fet  this  down  as  a 
cafe  of  venereal  bubo  occurring  without  a 
previous  chancre,  and  be  inclined  in  his 
general  practice  to  ufe  mercury  in  all  *cafes 
of  buboes  without  chancre,  led  conditu- 
tional  difeafes  fhould  enfue.  There,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  any  thing  that  fhould 
exempt  the  glands  of  the  groin  from  en- 
largement, and  difeafes  to  which  others  are 
fubjeCt,  whild  they  are  particularly  liable  to 
irritation  and  confecjuent  difeafe  from  the  dis- 
orders of  the  urethra  and  other  parts,  to  which 
they  are  connected  by  means  of  their  vefiels. 
The  general  uie  of  mercury,  therefore,  in 
enlargement  01  thefe  glands,  unlels  circuin- 
dances  characterize  them  as  venereal,  mud,  I 
think,  be  conhdercd  as  improper. 


In 
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In  order  farther  to  exemplify  the  remark 
that  the  primary  fores  excited  by  poifons, 
capable  of  producing  fecondary  fymptoms  re- 
fembling  fyphilis,  have  no  uniform  charac- 
ters, but  put  on  various  and  diflimilar  appear- 
ances, I think  it  right  to  add  another  cafe  of 

■% 

a phagedenic  ulcer,  which  fpread  by  flough- 
ing,  and  which  I attended  in  the  early  part  of 
laft  winter.  This  I have  placed  by  itfelf,  be- 
caufe,  as  mercury  was  employed,  the  conclu- 
fions  to  be  drawn  from  it  are  lefs  certain  than 
in  the  preceding  cafes. 

A gentleman  had  a very  irritable  fore  on 
the  prepuce,  juft  behind  the  corona  glandis5 
which  was  covered  with  flough  ; this  having 
been  thrown  off  wras  fucceeded  by  another 
flough,  and  the  fore  fpread  laterally  to  the 
right  and  left ; but  it  neither  extended  back- 
wards fo  as  to  affed  the  fkin  covering  the 
body  of  the  penis,  nor  forwards  fo  as  to 
touch  the  glans ; neither  did  it  eat  deeply 
into  the  part  fo  as  to  affed  the  corpus  caverno- 
fum.  I tried  various  dreffings,  but  none 
teemed  to  do  much  good.  I touched  the 
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furface  of  the  fore  with  argentum  nitratum, 
but  that  did  harm.  I therefore  was  obliged 
to  foothe  this  fore  iince  I could  not  correct  it. 
A falve  made  of  fpermaceti  cerate,  with  as 
much  aq.  litharg.  acet.  and  tindt  opii  as  could 
be  incorporated  with  it,  feemed  to  anfwer 
beft ; and  the  parts  were  kept  cool  by  en- 
veloping them  in  linen  moiftened  with  the 
deeodtion  of  poppies.  The  moft  perfedt 
quietude  was  enjoined,  and  the  part  laid  upon, 
a pillow  with  the  extremity  rather  raifed 
above  an  horizontal  line.  I had  given  the 
patient  fome  pilulae  hydrargyri  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance, but  his  conftitution  was  fo  deranged 
by  the  irritation  of  the  fore  that  it  would 
have  been  abfurd  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of 
mercury.  The  fore  continued  to  flough,  and 
to  extend  in  a circular  diredtion  neaily  all 
round  the  prepuce,  the  lower  part  of  which 
became  extremely  fwoln.  This  took  up 
nearly  two  months : about  five  weeks  after 
the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  a fpot  ap- 
peared more  than  an  inch  from  the  coiner  of 
the  mouth.  It  was  foon  covered  over  with  a 
fcab,  which  rofe  far  above  the  furface.  It  had 

encreafed 
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cncreafed  to  the  fize  of  a fixpence,  when  I 
thought  right  to  drcfs  it,  that  I might  diftin- 
guitli  the  furface  of  the  fore.  I found  that 
the  ulcer  was  very  deep,  but  I could  not  fee 
the  furface  for  a very  vifcid  difcharge,  which 
adhered  to  it  like  mucus.  Poultices  and  va- 
rious dreffings  were  employed,  but  the  ap- 
peal ance  of  the  fore  was  unchanged,  and  it 
gradually  became  of  the  fize  of  a {hilling. 
At  length  a kind  of  fungus  {hot  from  that 
edge  of  the  fore  fartheft  from  the  mouth.  A 
fimilar  fpot  had  made  its  appearance  on  the 
ear,  and  was  alfo  increafing.  The  activity  in 
the  difeafe  of  the  prepuce  had  gradually  de- 
clined, and  I began  again  to  try  fome  medi- 
cated applications  : — the  fore  feemed  much 
benefited  by  touching  it  daily  with  argentum 
nitratum ; but  when  this  was  omitted  the 
Doughy  appearance  of  the  fore  again  took 
place,  and  it  increafed  in  dimenfions.  It  was 
now  agreed  at  a confutation  that  this  patient 
Ihould  ufe  mercury,  and  he  rubbed  in  two 
drachms,  by  meafure,  every  night  for  fix 
weeks.  As  the  mercury  took  effect  it  feemed 
to  operate  beneficially  on  the  fpot  on  the  ear, 
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which  gradually  died  away ; and  on  the  fore 
of  the  penis,  which  alfo  gradually  acquired  a 
healthy  appearance,  and  the  parts  became 
found,  except  at  one  part  where  the  prepuce 
was  not  quite  deftroyed,  which  ftill  retained 
an  unhealthy  appearance.  The  mercury,  how- 
ever, did  not  affect  the  fore  on  the  cheek  ; 
the  fungus  which  I mentioned  feemed  to  in- 
creafe,  and,  after  a time,  {kin  formed  over  it, 
fo  that  the  fore  healed  in  an  unhealthy  man- 
ner at  the  edge  lartheft  iiom  the  mouth. 
But  it  ftill  fpread  in  the  other  dire&ion  till  it 
reached  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  and  it  after- 
wards extended  itfelf  along  each  lip.  On  the 
upper  lip  it  had  fpread  to  the  extent  of  one- 
third  of  an  inch,  and  ftill  retained  the  fame 
difeafed  appearance  which  characterized  it  at 
the  beginning.  It  was  deep,  and  its  furface 
could  not  well  be  feen  on  account  of  a vifcid 
matter  which  adhered  to  it.  It  was  now 
agreed  in  confultation  to  leave  off  mercury, 
left  the  irritated  ftate  of  the  mouth  fliould 
increafe  the  deftru&ion  which  the  ulcer  was 
committing  on  the  lips.  The  fore  now  no 

longer  fpread  ; it  very  {lowly  loft  its  dfteafed 
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ftate,  and  healed.  This  alfo  happened  in  the 
remaining  difeafed  part  of  the  lore  on  the 
prepuce. 

I have  met  with  many  fimilar  cafes  fince 
thofe  five  that  have  been  related,  and  of 
which,  from  their  fudden  and  almoft  fimul- 
taneous  occurrence,  I was  induced  to  take  a 
written  account : within  thefe  two  months  I 
have  feen  two  cafes  of  eruptions  and  three  of 
iorethroats.  The  eruptions  took  place  par- 
ticularly about  the  hands  and  feet : in  one 
cafe  the  patient  has  been  falivated  for  them ; 
the  dileafe,  however,  recurred,  and  afterwards 
got  well  without  the  ufe  of  mercury.  In  the 
other  there  were  warts  and  fores  on  the  pre- 
puce, and  buboes  in  the  groin,  which  fuppu- 
rated  and  burft : the  eruptions  fo  ftrikingly 
refembled  thole  of  fyphilis  that  all  the  me- 
dical men,  who  accidentally  law  the  patient, 
exclaimed  that  they  were  fo,  with  a confi- 
dence proportioned  to  their  profefiional  fkill 
and  accuracy  of  obfervation.  Indeed  in  this 
cafe,  and  in  others,  I have  been  almoft  im- 
pelled to  ufe  mercury,  in  confequence  of  the 
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opinion  and  wifhes  of  the  patient  and  thofe 
of  his  friends.  The  hiftory  however  of  this 
difeafe  did  not  accord  with  that  of  the  vene- 
real ; the  warts  had  preceded  the  fores  ; tome 
fores  healed,  and  others  broke  out ; and  at 
laft  fome  of  the  eruptions  began  to  get  well, 
and  the  reft  gradually  difappeared.  One  of 
the  patients  who  had  the  fore  throat  had  been 
falivated,  but  the  difeafe  recurred.  In  the 
other  two  I forbore  to  ufe  mercury,  and  I 
have  reafon  to  fay  they  will  do  well  without 
it.  In  one  of  the  latter  cafes  there  were 
ulcers  on  the  tongue  and  infnle  of  the  lips. 
This  circumftance  of  the  recurrence  of  thefe 
difeafes,  after  mercurial  courfes,  is  a ftrong  ar- 
gument againft  its  adoption  till  their  nature  is 
afcertained  as  far  as  poffible  by  prudent  delay 
and  attentive  obfervation. 

If,  then,  the  occurrence  of  fuch  cafes  be 
frequent,  and  the  necefftty  of  difcriminating 
them  from  thofe  of  fyphilis  be  of  great  im- 
portance, we  may  folicitoufly  enquire  by 
what  circumftances  we  are  to  diftinguilh  be- 
tween difeafes  fo  fimilar  in  appearance,  but 

fo 
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fo  different  in  their  nature.  Mr.  Hunter 
feemed  to  with  the  profecution  of  this  fubjeCt, 
probably  from  the  expectation  diat  fome  cha- 
racters appropriate  to  thefe  difeafes  might  be 
detected  : I have  not,  however,  been  able  to 
dif  :over  any  ; the  fictitious  difeafe  in  appear- 
ance fo  ex  iCtly  refembles  fyphilis  that  no  ob- 
fervation,  however  acute,  leems  to  be  capable 
of  deciding  upon  its  nature.  Although  the  ul- 
cers in  thefe  ambiguous  cafes  generally  fpread 
more  ex^n  lively  along  the  furface  of  the  part 
which  they  affeCt,  yet  this  does  not  conftantly 
happen,  as  is  fhewn  in  the  cafe  related  at  page 
1 1 8.  In  this  cafe,  however,  the  induration, 
which  furrounded  the  chancre  occurred  fud- 
denly.,  and  went  away  as  rapidly.  The  hil- 
tory,  therefore,  of  the  two  difeafes  was  very 
diflimilar  *.  It  muff  alfo  be  remarked,  that 

true 

* On  the  fubjedt  of  induration  furrounding  chancres  I 
think  it  may  be  ufeful  to  relate  the  following  cafe,  and  to 
mention  that  I have  known  fimilar  ones  in  a leil'cr  degree: 

A ftudent  in  forgery  fhewed  me  an  indurated  chancre, 
for  the  cure  of  which  he  had  ufed  a great  quantity  of  mer- 
cury, which  had  affedted  his  mouth  for  a long  time,  though 
not  feverely.  The  fore  fo  exadtly  refemblcd  a bad  indurated 
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true  venereal  fpots  and  ulcers  fometimes  af. 
fume  the  appearance  of  other  difeafes,  and  do 
not  poffefs  their  ordinary  chara&eriftics. 

Since,  then,  our  fenfes  fail  us  in  our  en- 
deavours to  difcriminate  between  thefe  two 
difeafes,  and  fince  the  moll  important  circum- 
ftance  is  to  dilfinguifh  whether  the  difeafe  be 
venereal  or  not,  we  may  enquire  whether 
there  are  any  circumftances  in  the  progrefs 
of  thefe  different  difeafes  which  will  ferve  us 
in  diflinguifhing  one  from  the  other.  It 
appears  to  me  that  there  are ; and  thefe  cafes 
are  publifhed  not  merely  to  fhew  the  fre- 
quency of  fuch  occurrences,  and  the  neceffity 


venereal  chancre  that  I did  not  hefitate  to  recommend  him 
to  remain  at  home,  and  rub  in  fo  as  to  produce  a flight  fali- 
vation.  But  as  no  amendment  was  perceived  after  a fort- 
night’s confinement,  and  under  a confiderable  affedtion  of 
the  mouth,  1 was  induced  to  enquire  more  ftridtly  into  the 
local  treatment  of  the  fore,  which  I found  he  was  conftantly 
irritating  by  various  ftimulating  applications.  He  alfo  af- 
firmed that  the  hardnefs  had  feveral  times  gone  away  and 
returned  again.  By  bathing  the  part  with  milk  and  water, 
and  drefling  it  only  night  and  morning  with  mild  falve,  the 
hardnefs  quickly  abated,  and  though  he  defifted  from  the 
mercurial  courfe  it  foon  became  perfedlly  well. 
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for  difcrimination,  but  to  engage  a more  ge- 
neral attention  to  the  means  by  which  fuch 
diftindtion  may  be  made.  A very  fimple  fadt 
has  enabled  me  in  moft  cafes  to  diftinguifti 
between  the  two  dileafes ; yet,  fimple  as  it  is, 
if  it  be  generally  true  it  is  very  important ; 
and  if  it  were  univerfally  true,  it  would  be  of 
the  higheft  confequence.  The  fadt  alluded 
to  is,  that  the  conftitutional  fymptoms  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  are  generally  progreflive,  and 
never  difappear  unlefs  medicine  be  employed. 
It  may  be  added  too,  they  are  as  generally 
relieved  under  an  adequate  effect  of  mercury 
on  the  conftitution.  An  attention  to  fuch 
plain  and  fimple  circumftances  has  been  of 
great  ufe  in  directing  the  medical  treatment 
which  I have  purfued,  and  I am  induced  to 
folicit  the  public  attention  to  them,  that  others 
may  determine  the  value  of  fuch  remarks. 

I have  afked  the  opinion  of  feveral  fur- 
geons  of  great  practice  and  abilities  refpedting 
this  queftion  ; Whether  conftitutional  fymp- 
toms of  fyphilis  do  ever  fpontaneoufly  amend  ? 
and  no  one  has  decidedly  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative, 
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mative,  whilft  all,  without  hefitation,  agreed 
that  they  were  generally  progressive  till 
checked  by  the  effect  of  mercury.  It  feemed 
ufelefs  to  feek  further  information  ; for  what 
furgeon  is  there  at  prefent,  if  he  fees  difeafes 
that  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  fight  from, 
fyphilis,  and  hears  that  they  arofe  in  confe- 
quence  of  a chancre,  that  would  fufpend  his 
judgment,  and  forbear  to  adminifter  mercury  ? 
If  I have  lived  in  the  habit  of  fo  frequently 
dete&ing  the  impofmg  appearances  of  the  fe- 
condary  effects  of  thefe  difeafes,  it  is  becaufe 
I have  been  upon  the  watch,  and  becaufe  they 
have  occurred  in  patients  in  whom  I have 
feen  the  primary  fores,  the  appearance  and 
progrefs  of  which  have  excited  my  fulpicion 
as  to  their  nature.  I have  ftated  the  rule  as 
general,  but  not  univerfal;  for  I could  myfelf 
relate  cafes  of  dileafes,  in  which,  from  the 
great  abatement,  and  even  difappearance  of 
fymptoms,  I have  concluded  the  dileafe  was 
not  fyphilitic  ; yet,  from  the  duration  of  the 
diforder,  or  from  the  fubfequent  aggravation 
of  its  fymptoms,  the  patient  has  defired,  and  I 

have  recommended  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and 

the 
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the  difeafe  has  been  treated  as  venereal  with- 
out its  real  nature  being  afcertained. 

The  rule  which  has  been  mentioned  relates 
to  the  conftitutional  fymptoms  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  lor  the  primary  ones,  chancres, 
do  lometimes  heal  ipontaoeoufly,  generally’ 
however,  though  not  conftantly,  leaving  a 
thickening  or  induration  of  the  affefted  part. 
They  may  alfo  be  induced  to  heal  by  topical 
means,  without  mercury,  with  fbnilar  events. 
Some  enlargements  of  glands  in  the  groin 
will  alfo  in  like  manner  fubfide. 

It  may  be  fairly  fuppofed  that  if  fome 
chancres  heal  fpontaneoully,  that  conftitu- 
tional dileafes  aiifing  from  the  fame  caufe5 
may,  in  like  manner,  fometimes  get  better 
without  medicine.  The  adminiftration  of 
nitrous  acid,  opium,  and  other  remedies  have 
been  faid  to  have  amended,  if  not  entirely 
cured,  thele  conftitutional  difeafes.  But  the 
queftion  is,  will  they  get  better  fponta- 
neoufly  ? and  the  queftion  can  only  be  folved 
by  experience.  Uelay  will  frequently  enable 

a fur- 
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a furgeon  to  decide ; but  there  are  cafes  in 
which  no  amendment  takes  place,  and  the 
furgeon  is  as  it  were  forced,  from  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  to  employ  mercury. 

In  recommending  prudent  delay  and  atten- 
tive obfervation  I hope  and  believe  that  I am 
not  recommending  any  thing  likely  to  be  of 
dangerous  confequences.  The  venereal  dif- 
eafe is  generally  foon  checked  by  the  ufe  of 
mercury  ; and  in  conftitutions  where  much 
medicine  is  required  to  counteract  its  effeds, 
that  medicine  may  be  given  with  freedom. 
By  delay  and  obfervation  we  perhaps  may 
perceive  that  eruptions  and  fore  throats, 
which  could  not  from  appearance  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  venereal,  fpontaneoufly  amend : 
that  fome  eruptions  fcale  and  become  well, 
and  the  probability  will  of  courfe  be  that  the 
reft  will  do  fo  likewife : or  that  an  ulcer 
mends  in  one  part  though  it  may  fpread  in 
another,  when  the  natural  inference  is  that 
the  difeafed  adions  in  the  fore  will  gra- 
dually ceafe,  and  health  return  fpontaneoufly  ; 
and  that  what  has  occurred  in  one  part  of 
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an  ulcer  will  fucceffively  take  place  in 
another. 

In  recommending  delay  it  cannot,  I fup- 
pofe,  be  thought  that  I would  advife  any  one 
to  wait  till  an  ulcer  dellroyed  the  velum  pen- 
dulum palati,  or  did  material  injury  to  any 
important  part.  There  are  cafes  where  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  obliges  a furgeon  to  ufe 
mercury  even  though  he  may  be  fufpicious 
that  it  is  not  fyphilitic.  The  effed  of  ex- 
citing a mercurial  affedion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  difeafes.refembling  fyphilis  is,  as  far  as 
my  obfervation  enables  me  to  determine,  very 
various.  It  fometimes  cures  them  very  fud- 
denly  and  very  differently  from  the  gradual 
amendment  which  it  produces  in  truly  vene- 
real difeafes.  Sometimes,  however,  thefe 
difeafes  yield  more  llowly  to  its  operation, 
and  are  cured  permanently.  Sometimes  the 
difeafes  recur  in  the  fame  parts  after  a fe- 
vere  courfe  of  mercury  j fometimes  mercury 
merely  checks  the  difeafe,  and  can  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  cure  it  j in  which  cafe  it  lcems  impor- 
tant to  fupport  the  ftrength  of  the  conftitu-  . 
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tion,and  to  keep  up  that  mercurial  effed  which, 
controuls  the  difeafe,  and  can  be  borne  w.th* 
out  material  derangement  of  the  conflitution 
for  a great  length  of  time.  Sometimes  alfo 
the  ufe  of  mercury  aggravates  thefe  difeafes. 

1 

Again,  in  fome  conftitutions,  the  venereal 
difeafe  may  affume  unufual  characters,  and 
be  very  difficult  of  cure.  It  muft  then  be 
fcarcely  poffible  to  difcriminate  between  thefe 
anomalous  cafes  of  fyphilis  and  thoie  of  dif— 
eafes  refembling  it,  unlefs  fome  new  diftinc- 
tions  are  difcovered. 

But  I fupprefs  any  further  obfervation  on 
the  fubjed,  having  accompliffied  the  inten- 
tion of  this  paper,  which  was  to  depiCt  a 
kind  of  cafes  which  very  frequently  occurs  in 
this  metropolis,  and  which  is,  I believe,  too 
commonly  treated  as  venereal,  but  which  may 
be  diftinguiffied  not  to  be  fo  by  a little  pru- 
dent delay  and  attentive  obfervation.  The 
frequent  cafes  of  fuch  diforders  which  I have 
recently  met  with  has  fuggefted  the  idea  that 

they  are  increafing  of  late  ; nor  is  it  impro- 
bable 
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bable  fince  they  are  like  fyphilis,  propagated 
by  promifcuous  intercourfe  from  fecretions, 
or  fores  not  fo  readily  curable  by  mercury  as 
thofe  that  are  venereal,  and  fome  of  which 
are  not  from  their  nature  fo  prohibitory  of 
that  intercourfe. 

It  is  now  nearly  two  years  fince  this  paper 
was  drawn  out  as  a fubjedt  for  difcuffion  at  a 
medical  iociety  $ and,  after  fuch  an  interval, 
the  chance  of  any  of  the  diforders  which  are 
defcribed  in  it  returning  is  diminilhed  almoft 
to  nothing.  I have  fince  met  with  confider- 
able  numbers  of  fimilar  difeafes,  which  gives 
confirmation  to  the  opinion  that  they  are  fre- 
quent occurrences.  In  fome  later  cafes,  when 
the  dileale  has  been  long  protracted,  and 
the  patient  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  it,  I 
have  given  a little  calomel  for  that  purpo’fe, 
but  not  fo  as  to  invalidate  the  opinion  that 
the  difeafe  was  not  fyphilitic.  Having  waited 
fm  inftance,  four  months  from  the  occur- 
rence of  a fore  throat  with  eruptions,  and 
being  certified  by  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
o-ders  that  they  were  not  fyphilitic,  I have 

directed 
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direded  that  one  of  the  compound  calomel 
pills  * fhould  be  taken  every  fecond  or  third 
night,  which  generally  difpofes  the  fores  in  the 
throat  to  heal,  but  I have  taken  care  to  remit 
the  ufe  of  even  this  fmall  quantity  of  mer- 
cury if  it  feemed  to  heal  the  fores  too  fpeed- 
ily,  for  it  feems  to  me  better  to  let  the  dif- 
eafe  exhauft  itfelf  than  fuddenly  to  cure  it,  as 
in  the  latter  cafe  it  is  very  likely  to  return. 
In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  I may  men- 
tion, that,  about  five  years  ago,  a gentleman 
applied  to  me  to  undergo  a falivation  for  the 
cure  of  a fore  throat,  for  which  he  had  been 
falivated  three  times,  once  in  each  fucceeding 
year.  I need  fcarcely  fay  that  it  was  one  of 
thofe  ulcerated  throats  which  have  been  de- 
feribed.  All  medicine  was  abftained  from  , 
and  in  between  three  and  four  months  the 
fores  fpontaneoufly  became  well,  and  have 
never  fince  recurred.  The  whole  of  this 
paper  has  been  written  upon  the  prefumption 

* This  pill,  as  preferred  in  the  pharmacopeia  of  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  contains  1 grain  of  calomel,  1 gram 
of  the  precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  and  a grains  ot 
powdered  gum  guaiacum. 
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that  difeafes  which  fpontaneoufly  get  well  are 
not  iy  phihtic,  which  is,  I believe,  the  general 
opinion.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  queftioned  by 
fome  whether  the  difeafes  here  recorded  may 
not  be  modifications  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  practical  rules  of  conduct  will  not,  how- 
ever, be  altered  even  if  fuch  a fuppofition  were 
v erified,  fo  that  it  does  not  fecm  neceflary  to 
dilcufs  this  point  : it  may  however  be  right 
to  remark,  that  there  are  cates  which  would 
induce  the  belief  that  ulcerated  fore  throats, 
eruptions,  and  nodes  on  the  bones,  fimilar  to 
thole  delcribed  in  this  paper,  may  occur  from 
a generaf  difturbance  of  the  conftituticn  with- 
out the  abforption  of  any  infe&ious  matter. 


L 
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TJAVING  written  the  foregoing  account,  I 
intended  here  to  conclude,  having,  in 
my  own  opinion,  accomplished  my  purpoie, 
which  was  to  profecute  in  home  degree  the 
fubjeft  which  Mr.  Hunter  deemed  worthy  of 
inveftigation,  and  to  depid  the  circumftances* 
of  difeafes  which  I believe  very  frequently 
occur,  and  which  are  often  eoniounded  with 
cafes  of  Syphilis,  to  the  detriment  of  patients, 
and  the  dilcredit  of  our  profeffion.  But 
having  requeued  the  opinions  of  two  of  my 
medical  friends  on  the  foregoing  paper,  one 
ot  them  laid  that  he  thought  the  publication 
of  it  would  be  injurious,  as  it  might  induce 
the  younger  furgeons  to  abftain  from  tire  ule 
of  mercury,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  pa- 
tients ; the  other  gentleman  faid  that  he 
thought  more  explicit  deferiptions  Should  be 
given  of  the  c fes  in  which  mercury  fhould 

be  withheld  or  employed.  In  confequence  of 

thefe 
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thcie  opinions  I am  induced  to  take  a clofer 
comparative  view  of  difeafes  that  are,  and  of 
thofe  that  are  not,  fyphilitic. 

I undeitake  the  tafk  reluctantly,  becaufe 
the  brevity  with  which  I mult  fpeak  of  thefe 
fubje&s  may  render  my  opinions  liable  to  mif- 
appiehenfion,  and  becaufe  I do  not  feel  com- 
petent to  its  proper  performance.  Yet,  by 
this  means,  [ think  I fhall  do  away  the  ob- 
jection of  one  of  my  medical  friends : for  I 
believe  that  I am  myfelf  more  likely  to  err  in 
recommending  the  too  free  than  the  too 
fparing  adminiftration  of  mercury  in  difeafes 
of  this  nature.  Any  furgeon  who  has  ob- 
ferved  the  ruinous  confequences  of  repeated 
mercurial  courfes  in  fome  confiitutions  would 
probably  err  in  the  fame  manner ; and  his 
diflike  to  oi border  the  conflitution  by  mercury 
vvotud  probably  lead  him  even  to  ufe  it  more 
fi eely  than  might  be  abfolutely  neceifary : 
this  he  would  do  in  cafes  clearly  fyphilitic, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  the  re- 
currence of  difeafe,  and  a repetition  of  a mer- 
curial coui  ie.  In  doubtful  cafes,  which  are 

L 2 cured 
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cured  by  exciting  the  mercurial  action  in  the 
conditution,  he  would  adopt  a fimilar  mode 
of  treatment  in  order  to  fupprefs  the  difeafe 
for  fo  long  a time  as  to  make  it  lefs  likely  to 
recur ; or  if  any  fubfequent  difeafe  fhould 
take  place,  to  render  it  highly  probable  that 
this  was  not  venereal,  fince  it  had- broken  out 
after  fuch  a courfe  of  mercury  as  mull  be 
confidered  to  be  adequate  to  the  cure  of  al- 
moft  any  difeafe  of  that  nature.  By  under- 
taking this  talk  I (hall  perhaps  comply  with 
the  wifhes  of  my  other  friend  in  hating  more 
explicitly  the  circumdances  which  fhould  in- 
duce a furgeon  immediately  to  ufe  or  abdain 
from  the  adminidration  of  mercury,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  contribute  my  mite  of  obier- 
vation  to  thofe  already  offered  on  this  dill 
obfcure  fubjedt  of  venereal  difeales. 


Primary  fores  or  chancres  ate  extremely 
various  in  their  appearance,  and  perhaps  in 
their  nature.  The  mod  clearly  marked  ve- 
nereal chancre  has  been  excellently  defciibed 
by  Mr.  Hunter.  The  driking  characters  of 

the  difeafe  are,  an  ulcerating  inflammation 

without 
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without  any  reparation,  attended  with  indu- 
ration of  the  furrounding  parts.  The  de~ 
fciiption  is,  a fore  of  a fomewhat  circular 
form,  excavated,  without  granulations,  with 
matter  adhering  to  the  furface,  and  with  a 
thickened  bale  and  edge. 

Theie  is  another  lpecies  of  chancre  in 
which  the  difpofition  to  ulcerate  is  lefs  than 
ufual,  and  the  difpofition  to  indurate  is 
greater ; fo  that  the  ulcerated  furface  may 
heal,  and  leave  an  indurated  knob  or  tu- 
bercle in  the  affe&ed  part. 

There  are  befides  fome  chancres  in  which 
the  difeafed  aflion  feems  to  be  very  inert  * in 
thefe  the  ulcer  is  fuperficial,  the  thickening  of 
the  fui rounding  parts  flight,  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  ulcerated  lurface  acquires  a hate  of 
health,  and  cicatrizes,  without  producing  any 
perceptible  granulations. 

But  it  is  impofhble  to  depict  by  words  the 
various  fores,  fome  of  which  are  of  a very 
irritable  nature,  that  are  produced  by  vene— 
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real  virus,  and  through  the  medium  of  -\hich 
the  conhitutlon  is  contaminated  by  that  poi- 
fon.  Mr.  Hunter,  apparently  influenced  by 
this  belief,  fpeaks  briefly  on  tue  fubject  of 
chancres,  and  obferves  that  the  fore  induced 
by  venereal  virus  will  partake  of  the  preva- 
lent difpofitions  to  difeafe  exifling  in  the  con-, 
ftitution  or  the  part.  If,  then,  many  venereal 
chancres  are  fo  anomalous  in  then  appearance, 
it  is  by  their  hiftory  that  we  muff  chiefly  be 
guided  in  forming  our  o_  inion  of  their  na- 
ture, as  will  be  prefently  more  fully  infilled 
on*.-  Refpeding  thefe  irritable  and  uncha- 

raderiflic 

* When  mercury  is  adminiftered  in  thefe  anomalous  ve- 
nereal chancres  it  fometimes  amends  them,  fomctimes  it 
appears  to  have  little  or  no  effeft  on  them,  and  fometimes, 
by  increafmg  the  febrile  indifpofition  which  they  occafiori, 
its  operation  appears  to  be  prejudicial.  Sometimes,  like- 
wife,  the  irritation  which  thefe  fores  keep  up  in  the  gcner al 
fyftem  prevents  the  fpecific  operation  of  mercury  on  the. 
conftitution,  and  therefore,  in  many  cafes,  we  are  obliged, 
for  different  reafons,  to  poftpone  the  ufe  of  mercury  when 
it  feems  to  be  either  unavailing  or  injurious,  and  to  refume 
it  when  future  circumftances  indicate.  The  local  treatment 
of  anomalous  irritable  fores  is,  under  thefe  circumftances, 
of  the  higheft  importance.  The  removal  of  the  difeharges 
from  fuch  fores  feems  effential,  yet  every  mechanical  :mia- 
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raderiflic  chancres  I wifh  to  mention  fome 
obfervations,  which  have  induced  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  venereal  poifon  can  be  con- 
veyed into  the  conflitution,  and  contaminate 
it  through  the  medium  of  a fore,  the  general 
actions  of  which  are  probably  not  venereal. 


CASE. 

A healthy  young  man  had  a chancre  be- 
hind the  corona  glandis,  which  was  very 


•tion  fhould  be  avoided  ; and  when,  therefore,  the  retraction 
the  prepuce  cannot  be  effected  without  injury  to  the  fores* 
the  difcnarges  fhould  be  waflicd  away  by  frequent  injections 
oi  tepid  opiate  wafhcs.  The  heat  and  irritation  fhould  be 
alleviated  by  keeping  up  evaporation  from  the  furface  by 
linen  folded  and  applied  round  the  part,  and  moiftened  with, 
opiate  lotions.  The  penis  fhould  be  fupporced  in  an  hori- 
zontal pofition,  and  kept  free  from  that  excitement  which 
preffure  or  friction  may  occafion.  As  foon  as  it  is  probable 
the  fores  will  bear  ft!  mutants  of  any  kind,  weak  folutions  of 
metallic  ialts,  and  fimilar  applications,  may  be  ufed  to  cor- 
rect their  morbid  Hate  ; and  the  flrength  of  thefe  applica- 
tions may  be  gradually  and  cautioufly  increafed,  fo  as  to 
lelfen  the  morbid  irritability  of  thefe  fores.  But  it  is  foreign 
to  my  defign  to  diicufs  the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes ; and 
the  relation  which  has  been  given  of  fome  of  them  will 
ferve  as  fpccimens  of  that  plan  of  conduit  which  I fhould 
adopt  and  recommend. 

L 4 irritable, 
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irritable,  threw  oh  fuccefhve  (loughs,  which 
came  away  in  fmall  portions,  and  dilcharged 
a bloody  lanies.  It  caufed  fo  much  fwelling 
of  the  prepuce  as,  after  a ftiort  time,  to  pre- 
vent the  retraction  of  that  part,  fo  that  he 
could  only  cleanle  it  by  frequently  injecting 
the  decoCtum  capitum  papaveris.  This  fore 
difordered  his  conftitution.  As  he  was 
healthy  he  took  the  pilf  hydrarg.,  and  rubbed 
in  the  mercurial  ointment  in  confiderable 
quantities  for  more  than  a month ; but  it 
neither  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  fore,  nor 
affeCted  his  habit.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
the  irritable  ft  ate  of  the  conftitution,  which 
thefe  fores  occafion,  often  counteracts  the 
operation  of  mercury.  This  unavailing  mei- 
curial  courfe  was  now  defifted  from,  when 
the  ulcer  had  deftroyed  about  one  half  of  the 
glans ; it  (till  continued  to  fpread,  though 
flowly,  and  afterwards  healed.  In  about  two 
months  this  patient  had  eruptions  and  lore- 
throat,  which  had  the  charaCterihic  marks  of 
fyphilis,  and  yielded  regularly,  like  the  fymp- 
torns  of  that  difeafe,  to  the  efieCts  of  mei- 

cury.  Again,  after  the  lapfe  of  fome  months, 

nodes 
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nodes  appeared  on  the  tibia  and  ulna,  with 
no&urnal  pains  in  thofe  parts,  and  in  the 
head.  Thefe  complaints  were  equally  cha- 
ra&eriftic,  and  gave  way  to  the  operation  of 
mercury,  after  which  the  patient  had  no  re- 
turn of  diieafe.  Can  we  fay  that  the  actions 
of  a fore,  which  were  not  amended  by  mer- 
cury, and  afterwards  got  well  without  that 
medicine,  were  venereal  ? or  did  the  mercury 
adimmftered,  as  fometimes  happens,  cure  the 
venereal  addons  of  the  fore,  and  fo  difpofe  it 
to  heal  afterwards,  yet  without  preventing  the 
abforbed  venereal  poifon  from  producing  con- 
flitutional  fyphilis  ? 

CASE. 

Another  healthy  young  man  had  three  ir- 
ritable loies  behind  the  corona  glandis  ; one 

. ^ one  by  the  fide  of  the  frtenum, 

and  one  in  the  intermediate  fpace.  Thefe  ' 
loies  difcharged  a viicid  lanies,  were  of  a 
livid  colour,  did  not  eat  into  the  part,  but 
rather  rofe  above  the  furface,  and  threw  off 
no  Houghs,  We  tried,  unavailingly,  to  quiet 

their 
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their  irritability  by  opiate  applications,  and  to 
corred:  their  difeafed  dare  by  a great  variety 
of  other  local  means.  This  patient  took  m.i- 
cury  ; and,  in  confultation,  it  w as  deteimmr  d 
that  he  fhould  perfevere  in  it  till  his  conftitu- 
tion  was  affected.  this  happened  in  about 
lix  weeks,  but  the  medicine  did  not  opciate 
jq  thg  way  that  was  dehred.  It  made  the 
patient  weak  and  ill,  but  did  not  aileJt  his 
gums ; and  at  lad  brought  on  fo  violent  an 
affe&ion  of  his  bowels  as  obliged  him  to 
defift,  although  the  fores  w^ere  not  amended. 
Knowing  that  irritable  fores,  which  in  the 
firft  inftance  refill  the  effedts  of  local  appli- 
cations, do  afterwards  yield  to  them  wnen 
the  powders  of  the  difeaie  are,  as  it  weie,  in 
fome  degree  exhaufted,  or  its  nature  in  fome 
way  altered.  I one  morning,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, touched  one  of  the  ioies  with  iug 
argentum  nitratum,  and  was  the  next  day 
furprifed  to  fee  the  amendment  it  had  pro- 
duced. I repeated  the  application  to  this 
fore,  and  employed  it  to  the  other  two,  and  in 
a few  days  all  the  fores  w^ere  well.  As  loon 

as  this  gentleman  was  a little  recovered  from 

6 the 
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ihe  debility  occafioned  by  the  difeafe  and  the 
medicine  he  went  into  the  country,  from 
whence  he  returned  after  fix  weeks,  with 
three  fmall  indurations  in  the  fituation  of  the 
three  lores.  Thefe  indurations  regularly  in- 
crea fed,  and  one  of  them  began  to  ulcerate 
on  the  luriace.  I hey  were  fhewn  to  fur- 
geons  of  tli e greateft  experience  and  emi- 
nence, and  no  doubt  was  entertained  but 
that  they  were  three  indurated  venereal 
chancr es.  1 his  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
their  giving  way  regularly  to  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, which  was  perfifted  in  till  they  were 
completely  difperfed,  fince  which  time  there 
has  been  no  return  of  difeafe. 

It  appears  to  me  from  fuch  cafes  that  the 
irritation  of  the  venereal  virus  may  excite 
extenfive  furrounding  difeafe  which  is  not 
venereal.  In  the  fir  ft  cafe  it  feems  ’ to  have 
got  admiffion  into  the  conftitution,  and  as  the 
mercury  employed  had  not  its  fpecific  opera- 
tion, the  poifon  produced  its  cuftomary  ef- 
fedts.  In  the  latter  it  feems  to  have  been 
controuled  but  not  cured  by  mercury,  and 
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afterwards  to  have  excited  true  venereal  ac- 
tion without  producing  irritation  in  the  fur- 
rounding parts.  I need  not  fay  that  tneie 
cafes  which  fuggefted  the  idea  which  has 
been  mentioned,  are  far  from  proving  its 
truth.  1 could"  relate  a great  number  of 
iimiiar  cates  5 and  in  iome  instances,  when 
the  irritable  aCtion  of  the  lore  has  ceafed,  I 
have  known  it  become  indurated  throughout 
its  whole  extent.  T hele  kind  of  cafes  appear 
to  me  to  deferve  particular  attention,  as  it 
muff  be  by  fuch  means  tnat  we  may  be 
enabled  to  draw  up  a hiftory  of  the  irregu- 
larities of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Nor  is  this 
opinion,  which  has  been  mentioned,  unfup- 
ported  by  analogy ; for  the  fame  thing  hap- 
pens when  conftitutional  fymptoms  of  fy- 
philis  occur.  The  firft  irritation  of  venereal 
difeafe  in  the  throat  frequently  produces  ex- 
tenfive  eryiipelatous  inflammation  in  irritable 
conflitutions.  Of  this  the  patient  complains, 
and  to  this  the  practitioner  attends  5 and 
when  it  is  mitigated  or  cured  a local  vene- 
real ulcer  appears,  which  muft  be  regarded  as 

the  caufc  of  this  more  general  difeafe.  In 

like 
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like  manner  the  appearance  of  a local  vene- 
real node  is  ushered  in  by  general  rheumatic 
pains  in  the  limb  and  contiguous  joints, 
which  engage  the  firft  attention,  till  at  length 
the  caufe  which  produced  them  becomes  ma- 
mfeft.  I mean  here  only  to  advert  to  thofe 
rheumatic  affedions  which,  as  it  were,  uflier 
in  venereal  difeafes,  and  then,  terminate,  and 
net  to  thofe  which  occur  and  accompany  the 
venereal  dileafes  of  the  bones  in  fome  conftl- 
tutiens.  If  this  opinion  be  correct,  it  will 
indeed  only  tend  to  perplex  farther  this  al- 
ready intricate  fubjed ; yet  it  is  only  by 
a recital  and  proper  attention  to  every  fad, 

that  it  can  ultimately  be  made  clear  and 
film  pie. 

If  then,  as  feems  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Hunter,  the  venereal  adions  in  a chancre  may 
be  fometimes  fo  modified  by  the  difeafed  pro- 
penfities  of  the  conftitution,  or  part,  as  to 
form  an  ulcer  fcarcely  cognizable  as  a vene- 
real one  ; and  ii  in  fome  rare  cafes  the  poifon 
may  infed  the  conft  tution,  and  produce  a 
fore,  the  general  adions  of  which  are  not 
fyphilitic,  it  follows,  as  a general  rule  of  con- 
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du£t  in  pra&ice,  that  furgeons  are  not  to 
confide  in  their  powers  of  diferimination, 
but  in  all  cafes  of  ulcers  arifing  from  impure 
intercourfe  to  adt  as  if  the  fore  was  venereal, 
to  give  fuflicient  mercury  flightly  to  afie£t 
the  conftitution,  to  guard  againft  the  confe- 
quences  of  abforption,  and,  by  local  and  other 
general  means,  to  cure  as  quickly  as  poffible 
the  local  difeafe,  and  thus  remove  the  fource 
of  contamination,  and  the  neceffity  for  the 
continuance  of  medicine.  This  is,  I believe* 
the  general  rule  of  practice  adopted  by  the 
beft  furgeons,  and  it  appears  to  me,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  our  knowledge  of  thefe  dif- 
cafes,  to  be  judicious.  One  advantage  refuits 
from  this  plan  of  conduct,  wnicli  is,  that  it 
conftitutional  fymptoms  follow  from  a foie 
Treated  in  a manner  that  ought  to  have  pre- 
vented contamination  of  the  habit  had  the  lore 
been  venereal,  our  fufpicions  are  excited,  and 
by  attentive  obfervation  we  may  perhaps  dif- 
covcr  that  they  are  well  foundecu 

In  cafes  of  anomalous  fores  it  may  he  en- 
quired, if  in  thofe,  which  the  event  proves  to 

be  of  a venereal  nature,  the  difeafe  deviates  ma- 
terially 
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terially  from  its  common  characters,  that  of  an 
ulcerative  procefs  without  reparation,  and  ex- 
tending in  every  direction.  Do  thefe  fores  en- 
laige  by  houghing,  or  produce  granulation  or 
fungus  ? Clo  they  fpread  otherwife  than  nearly 
equally  in  their  whole  circumference  ? does  the 
ulceration  extend  in  them  only  in  particular  di- 
rections ? do  they  heal  in  one  part  and  fpread 
in  another  ? or  do  they  amend  and  become 
worfe  fuddenly  ? Thofe  infeCted  fores  which 
aie  not  venereal  have  fuch  peculiarities,  as 
has  been  fhewn  in  the  firfl;  part  of  this 
papci,  and  as  tney  are  fo  very  various,  it 
becomes  neceffary  to  diftinguifh  them  from 
thoie  which  are  fyphilitic  by  accurately  no- 
ting the  progrefs  of  anomalous  cafes  of  the 
latter  difeafe.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to 
form  any  correCt  opinions  on  this  fubjeCt  on 
account  of  its  intricacy,  and  the  almoft  im~ 
poffibility  of  abftaining  from  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury ; but  it  is  a fubjed  highly  deferving 
enquiry,  and  which  never  can  be  fairly  in- 
veftigated  till  it  be  known  that  the  fecondary 
fymptoms  arifing  from  fores  may  not  be  ve- 
nereal, though  their  appearances  cannot  be 

diftinguifhed 


ON  DISEASES 


160 

diftinguiflied  from  fuch  difeafes  by  fight 
alone. 

With  refpeft  to  fores  that  are  not  venereal 
the  difficulties  of  inveftigation  are  greatly 
multiplied.  If  a defcription  cannot  be  given 
of  venereal  fores,  jt  feems  almoft  abfurd  to 
fay  any  thing  of  thofe  multiform  fores  pro- 
duced by  infectious  matter,  the  qualities  of 
■which  may  be  probably  varioufly  modified, 
and  the  effects  of  which  appear  equally  liable 
to  modification  from  peculiarities  of  conftitu- 
tion.  Yet  in  this  intricate  fubjed  there  are 
certain  fads  which  can  be  diftindly  obferved, 
and  deferve  attention.  Some  of  thefe  fores 
fpread  by  ulceration,  and  lome  by  Houghing, 
of  which  inftances  are  related  in  the  firft  fee- 
tion  of  this  paper.  Even  Celfus  has  delcnbe 
fevcral  lpecies  of  fores  which,  as  Dr.  Adams 
has  obferved,  we  are  acquainted  with  in  the 
prefen t day.  I have  never  i'een  that  phage- 
damic  ulcer,  which  fuddenly  Houghs,  affed 
the  conftitution  ; neither  do  I believe  that 
forgeons  in  general  have  remarked  it;  thole 

who  regard  all  thefe  fores  as  venereal  attribute 

the 
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the  abfence  of  fecondary  fymptoms  to  the 
chancre  having  been  removed  by  the  Hough- 
ing of  the  furrounding  parts.  Yet  in  the 
cafe  related  by  Mr.  French  in  Mr.  Hunter’s 
Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  fecondary 
fymptoms  did  occur  from  a fore  of  this  kind, 
and  got  well  without  mercury.  It  may  there- 
fore, perhaps,  be  doubted  whether  this  difeafe 
be  not  an  aggravated  form  of  the  fore  which 
Houghs  more  flowly,  and  from  which  the 
conftitution  is  much  more  frequently  affect- 
ed. As  I confider  any  obfervations  that  I 
have  made  on  thefe  fores  to  be  incomplete, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and 
Dr.  Adams  having  reftriCted  the  term  Phage- 
dena to  one  kind  of  deftru&ive  fore,  I feel 
more  inclined  to  leave  it  as  a generic  term 
for  all  thefe  fores,  and  to  divide  them  into 
fpecies  according  to  their  peculiar  characters. 
Then  we  may  defcribe  them  as  ulcerating 
phagedenic  fores,  and  fores  which  fpread  by 
Houghing.  Again,  the  ulcerating  or  Hough- 
ing procefs  may  extend  not  in  all  but  in 
particular  directions,  and  the  Houghs  may 
take  place  from  the  edges  or  from  the  whole 
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furface.  As  Dr.  Adams  has  treated  thefe 
fubjedts  at  large,  I refer  the  reader  to  his 
book ; but  I will  take  upon  me  to  defcribe 
one  fpecies  of  fore  which  frequently  occurs, 
and  is  generally  treated  as  venereal,  but  which 
I am  convinced  is  not  fo. 

The  fores  alluded  to  generally  break  out 
in  fucceflion,  and  fometimes  after  a confider- 
able  interval  of  time  ; which  circumftance,  if 
remarked,  would  render  it  improbable  that 
they  arofe  Irom  infedtion  of  the  ulcerated 
part,  fince  fuch  fores  would  probably  be  con- 
temporary. The  ulcer  is  at  firft  inflamed, 
and  fpreads  ordinarily  to  the  fize  of  the  fin- 
ger nail : its  circumference  is  thickened  ; it 
throws  out  new  flefh,  which  rifes  above  the 
furrounding  fkin ; fometimes  there  is  an 
appearance  of  feveral  little  cells  or  lpaces  in 
the  interftices  of  the  granulations,  if  they 
may  be  called  fo,  owing  to  the  whole  ulcer 
not  producing  new  flefh  in  an  equal  degree, 
Thefe  fores  are  flow  in  healing  under  any 
mode  of  treatment,  and  they  generally  get 

well  in  the  fame  fuccefliou  as  they  broke  out. 

They 
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ITiey  fometimes  form  in  a circle  round  the 
orifice  of  the  prepuce,  and  caufe  a contradion 
in  that  part  after  they  have  healed.  I do  not 
mean  to  fay  that  all  fores  occupying  this  ficu- 
ation  are  not  venereal,  but  merely  to  ftate 
that  fometimes  after  a gonorrhoea  of  the  pre- 
puce, either  originally  occurring  there,  or 
having  happened  by  a metaftafis  of  difeafe 
from  the  urethra,  lores  do  break  out  in  this 
fituation  at  a remote  period  from  the  receipt 
of  the  infedion,  which  are  not  venereal. 
They  feem  to  be  the  confequence  of  an  irri- 
tated ftate  of  the  prepuce,  from  which  there 
is  fometimes  a flight  general  difcharge,  like 
that  which  takes  place  when  the  gonorrhoea 
Ihifts  its  fituation  from  the  mouth  of  the 
urethra,  and  becomes  the  gonorrhoea  of  the 
prepuce.  The  glands  in  the  groin  fometimes 
fwell  from  irritation  in  thefe  cafes,  and  gene- 
rally fubfide  again,  though  I have  known  them 
fuppurate;  but  I never  faw  any  fecondary 
•fymptoms  fucceed  to  this  Ipecies  of  ulcer. 


In  the  earlier  part  of  my  pradice,  in  con- 
formity to  general  rules,  I ufed  to  give  mer- 
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cury  in  thefe  ulcers  to  fecure  the  conftitution 
againft  infection,  whilft  I tried  to  heal  the 
fores  as  fpeedily  as  I could  by  topical  appli- 
cations. Slightly  deftroying  the  furface  with 
the  argentum  nitratum  every  fecond  day,  and 
dreffing  with  the  folution  of  zincum  vitriola- 
tum,  were  the  local  means  which  feemed  to 
be  moft  fuccefsful.  An  attention  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  difeafe,  and  frequent  applications 
for  advice  from  perfons  who  had  been  fe- 
verely  and  unavailingly  falivated  for  the  cure 
of  this  fpecies  of  fore,  foon  emboldened  me 
to  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  I 
have  never  found,  though  I have  met  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  infiances,  that  I have 
in  this  refped:  a&ed  wrong. 

As  I believe  that  the  relation  of  cafes  con- 
veys information  refpe&ing  dileafes  more 
corre&ly  and  ftrikingly  than  any  other  mode 
of  defcription,  I fhall  mention  the  circum- 
ftances  of  a cafe  which  occurred  to  me  no 
long  time  ago.  A gentleman  had  a flight 
irritation  in  the  urethra,  and,  after  a few 
days,  found  the  prepuce  a little  fwollen,  with 

a fmali 
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a fmall  difcharge  from  beneath  it.  This  was 
checked  by  a weak  folution  of  zincum  vitrio- 
latum ; and  afterwards  three  fores,  fuch  as  I 
have  defcribed,  broke  out  in  fucceffion,  for 
which  he  ufed  mercury  fo  as  to  affed  his 
mouth.  The  fores  fiowly  healed,  but  two 
new  ones  made  their  appearance,  and  the 
mercurial  courfe  was  perfevered  in.  Thefe 
fores  alfo  healed  flowly,  and  a running  came 
on  from  the  urethra,  no  new  fores  having 
appeared.  The  mercury  was  left  off,  the 
gentleman  came  to  town,  and  was  much  dif- 
treffed  to  find  that  three  other  fores,  exadly 
like  the  former  ones,  now  broke  out,  but  the 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  had  ceafed.  At 
this  period  he  applied  to  me,  and  gave  me 
the  foregoing  narrative  of  his  diforder,  with 
an  afiurance  that  he  had  expofed  himfelf  to 
no  new  rifk  of  infedion.  I employed  only 
local  means  for  their  cure,  being  fatisfied  by 
the  hiftory  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the 
fores  that  they  were  not  fyphilitic.  Near  a 
month  elapfed  before  any  confiderable  amend- 
ment took  place,  when  a fwelling  appeared 
in  the  groin,  and  the  fores  healed  fuddenly 
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in  a few  days.  Leeches  and  Goulard’s  wafh 
were  employed  to  difperfe  the  bubo,  but  in 
vain : it  fuppurated,  and  formed  a very  un- 
healthy abfcefs.  There  was  a great  deal  of 
furrounding  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  the 
cuticle  feparated  from  the  furface  of  the 
bubo,  the  fkin  became  livid,  and  gave  dif- 
charge  to  the  matter  by  a partly  Houghing 
and  partly  ulcerating  proceis.  This,  how- 
ever, proved  the  crifis  of  the  complaint : the 
abfcefs  having  thus  broken  filled  up,  and 
healed  in  the  courfe  of  about  three  weeks, 
fince  which  the  patient  has  had  no  return  of 
difeafe.  This  gentleman  was  liable  to  have 
fores  break  out  fpontaneoufly  on  the  pre- 
puce : they  got  well  readily  by  bathing  them 
with  a weak  folution  of  zincum  vitriolatum  ; 
and  I believe  that  perfons  who  have  naturally 
an  irritable  Hate  of  the  prepuce  are  moft  ob- 
noxious to  fuch  affections.  We  muff  not, 
however,  impute  the  occurrence  of  thefe  pe- 
culiar fores  to  mere  irritability,  but  to  fome 
fpecific  contagion. 

The  difcharge  from  the  urethra  in  fuch 
cafes  is  not  confiderable,  nor  attended  with 

much 
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much  inflammation  or  chordee,  nor  does  it 
increafe  in  violence;  it  may  therefore  be 
eafily  diftinguifhed  from  common  gonorrhsea 
and  its  varieties. 

Sometimes,  in  a common  gonorrhaea,  the 
difeafe  fhifts  its  ground  and  attacks  the  fore- 
fkin,  and  fores  from  about  the  orifice  of  this 
part.  Tnefe  are  of  a different  nature  from 
the  fores  which  I have  been  defcribing : their 
furface  is  generally  gloffy,  not  producing  ex- 
uberant new  flefh,  and  their  colour  is  un- 
healthy. They  generally  get  wTell  as  the  dif- 
eafe returns  to  its  original  fituation  in  the 
urethra.  I merely  mention  thefe  eircum- 
ftances  to  induce  attention,  and  to  prevent 
furgeons  from  confounding  the  fores  which 
I have  been  defcribing  with  any  others  fimi- 
larly  fituated,  but  different  in  their  nature. 

1 am  defirous  of  briefly  relating  an  anec- 
dote, communicated  to  me  by  an  eminent 
furgeon  in  this  town,  on  the  fubje£t  of  lores 
that  occur  from  a diforder  firfl  affeding  the 
urethra.  This  cafe  deferves  attention,  not 
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only  as  being  curious  in  itfelf  but  becaufe  it 
corroborates  the  foregoing  obfervation  by  the 
teftimony  of  another.  A gentleman  lately 
married  complained  to  his  furgeon  of  a run- 
ning from  the  urethra,  which  fo  ftrikingly 
refembled  a venereal  gonorrhoea  that  the  lat- 
ter could  not  but  afcribe  it  to  infection.  He 
had  afterwards  a fwelling  of  the  prepuce,  and 
fores  on  that  part,  which  confirmed  the  fur- 
geon in  his  opinion,  and  produced  a kind  of 
diflenfion  between  his  patient  and  him,  the 
one  affirming  that  the  difeafe  was  venereal, 
the  other  that  it  could  not  poffibly  be  fo,  as 
his  wife  had  no  difeafe,  and  he  had  had  con- 
nexion with  no  other  woman.  The  effect  of 
this  litigation  was,  that  the  furgeon  could  not 
urge  the  taking  mercury,  nor  would  the  pa- 
tient require  the  adminiflration  of  that  medi- 
cine, though  a bubo,  forethroat,  and  eruptions 
iucceeded,  which  could  not  be  diftinguifhed 
from  fimilar  complaints  of  a fyphilitic  nature, 
but  all  of  which  fpontaneoufly  got  well. 

Under  this  head  of  fores  which  occur  on 
the  genitals,  and  which  are  not  fyphilitic,  I 

may 
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may  mention  one  fpecies  that  i have  feveral 
times  feen  on  the  fide  of  the  penis,  which  is 
herpetic,  affeding  new  parts  whilft  thofe  firft 
affeded  get  well ; lb  that  the  fore  may  exift 
a long  time,  and  be  very  troublefome,  though 
its  fituation  may  have  varied  confiderably. 

I have  alfo  feen  a circle  of  fmall  fores,  like 
what  takes  place  in  tinea,  occur  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  prepuce  in  confequence  of  fome 
acrimonious  fecretions  being  applied  to  it  in 
fexual  intercourfe.  Some  difeafes,  whatever 
may  be  their  primary  nature,  do,  after  a time, 
extend  themfelves  between  the  integuments 
and  the  fubjacent  parts.  I have  known  many 
difeafes  which  burrow  in  this  manner  treat- 
ed as  fyphilitic,  and,  as  the  event  of  the 
cafes  has  proved,  improperly.  Indeed  the 
progrefs  of  fuch  difeafes  is  fo  different  from 
that  of  fyphilis,  that  it  is  natural  to  difcredit 
its  being  fo.  Difeafes  which  proceed  in  this 
manner  feem  to  be  of  an  irritable  nature,  and 
to  affed  mod  thofe  parts  which  have  lead: 
powers  of  life,  which  appears  to  be  the  caufe 
of  their  peculiar  mode  of  extending  them- 
felves. 
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I have  in  the  foregoing  pages  endeavoured 
to  reprefent  briefly  the  circumftances  of  the 
primary  ulcers  of  difeafes  which  are,  and 
of  thofe  which  are  not,  fyphilitic,  and  to  (late 
the  general  rules  for  the  adminiflration  of 
mercury  ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  I have  de- 
fcribed  fome  fores  which  have  not,  as  far  as  I 
know,  been  diflinguiihed,  and  which,  in  my 
opinion,  are  not  venereal,  though  they  are 
generally  treated  as  fuch.  To  take  a fimilar 
comparative  view  of  conftitutional  difeafes 
arifing  from  thefe  various  fores  would  render 
this  paper  too  prolix.  I hope  it  will  be  feen 
that  I do  not  prefume,  nor  do  I fee  caufe,  to 
deviate  from  thofe  eftablifhed  rules  of  prac- 
tice founded  on  the  general  experience  of 
furgeons.  It  would  indeed,  in  my  opinion, 
be  prefumptuous  in  an  individual  to  form 
general  rules  drawn  from  his  fcanty  expe- 
rience ; I may  be  allowed,  however,  to  re- 
mark that  individuals  of  the  profeflion  are 
likely  to  err  by  inferences  drawn  from  their 
own  pra£lice ; and  it  appears  to  me  that 
fome  profeiTional  men  at  prefent  are  inclined 
to  believe  all  fores  arifing  from  impure  con- 
nexion to  be  fyphilitic,  whilft  others  may  be 

too 
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too  fcrupulous  in  expelling  all  fyphilitic  fores 
to  poffefs  their  common  charaders.  The 
truth  probably  in  this,  as  in  other  inflances, 
lies  between  thefe  extremes.  Much  however, 
it  mull  be  acknowledged,  remains  to  be  a L 
certained,  and  I think  that  thofe  furgeons 
would  do  effential  fervice  to  fcience,  who 
would  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  ir- 
regularities of  the  venereal  difeafe.  But  fuch 
an  account  never  can  be  given  by  one,  who 
efteems  all  difeafes  venereal,  which  refemble 
venereal  diieafes  in  appearance.  The  fore- 
going cafes  will,  I think,  at  leaft  prove  this  to 
be  fad  * and  it  was  a principal  incitement  to 
their  publication,  that  if  this  fad  were  gene- 
rally admitted,  it  might  lead  to  that  fcrupu- 
lous attention  and  impartial  obfervation  of 
fyphilitic  difeafes,  as  would  probably  lead  to 
accurate  diflindions,  and  the  removal  of  that 
obfeurity  with  which  they  have  hitherto  been 
iurrounded.  1 have  fupprefTed  many  obfer- 
vations  of  my  own  on  this  fubjed,  from  a 
belief  that  it  is  better  to  fay  nothing  than  to 
offer  opinions  not  fully  confirmed  by  fads. 
The  idea  that  fyphilis  is  a molt  variable  and 

proteus- 
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proteus-like  difeafe  has  probably  arifen  from 
thofe  irregular  difeafes  which  I have  defcribed 
in  the  firft  feCtion  of  this  paper  being  con- 
founded with  it.  The  opinion  is  however 
prejudicial,  as  it  checks  attentive  obfervation 
by  declaring  its  inutility.  If  it  fhould  be  in 
our  power,  as  I fhould  hope  it  may,  by  di- 
recting our  attention  to  the  hiftory  rather 
than  to  the  appearances  of  thefe  difeafes,  to 
diftinguifh  fyphilis  from  other  complaints, 
then  we  may  alfo  be  able  to  defcribe  the  ir-* 
regularities  of  this  difeafe,  and  to  inform 
others  when  it  aflumes  deceptive  characters, 
and  purfues  an  unufual  track,  what  difguife 
it  puts  on,  and  what  courfes  it  follows. 
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On  Injuries  of  the  Head. 

TN  the  eflays  which  I formerly  publifhed, 
as  well  as  in  the  prefent  work,  I have 
endeavoured  to  excite  the  attention  of  fur- 
geons  to  particular  points  of  pradice,  and  to 
eftablifh  them  by  cafes,  without  entering  into 
a full  difcuflion  of  any  furgical  fubjed.  This 
plan,  though  ufeful  from  its  brevity,  is  not 
without  its  inconvenience.  In  the  account 
of  injury  done  to  the  head  I ftated,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  older  furgeons  had  recom- 
mended the  operation  of  the  trephine  to  be 
performed  in  fome  cafes  unneceffarily ; whilft 
others,  who  had  witnefled  the  frequent  ill 
fuccefs  attending  that  operation,  feemed  in- 
clined to  reprobate  it  too  generally.  In  order 
to  fhew  what  were  the  kind  of  cafes  in  which 
it  might  be  abftained  from,  I related  feveral 
inftances  of  fradures  with  flight  depreflion, 
which  did  perledly  well  without  the  opera- 
tion of  the  trephine  : I alfo  mentioned  other 

1 cafes 
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cafes  to  prove  that  flight  preffure  on  the 
brain  is  not  productive  of  thofe  dreadful 
confequences  which  had  been  formerly  ap- 
prehended. Thefe  faCts  were  intended  to 
point  out  the  impropriety  of  the  former 
practice,  which  was  founded  on  the  belief 
that  the  brain  was  an  organ  of  fuch  delicate 
ftruCture  that  the  lead  degree  of  preffure 
would  be  highly  injurious  : which  opinions 
would  induce  us  to  trephine  in  cafes  of  flight 
depreffion,  or  even  where  a little  blood  was 
fuppofed  to  be  effufed  upon  the  dura  mater. 
Yet  I know  that  feveral  furgeons,  whofe 
judgment  I refpeCt,  thought  that  the  repre- 
fentation  which  I gave  of  this  fubjed  might 
induce  others  to  abftain  from  the  operation 
of  the  trephine,  when  it  was  neceffary,  in  a 
prejudicial  degree.  I mufl  however  fay,  that 
many  cafes  which  have  occurred  fince  my 
laft  publication  have  tended  to  confirm  the 
opinions  which  I have  delivered  on  this  fub- 
jeCt.  One  of  thefe  I fhall  briefly  relate. 

A lad,  eighteen  years  of  age,  had  the  fqua- 

mous  part  of  the  temporal  bone  beaten  in ; 

the 
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the  fra&ure  ran  horizontally,  about  a quarter 
of  an  inch  above  the  zygoma,  and  could  be 
diftindtly  traced  with  the  finger,  introduced 
through  the  torn  fcalp  and  temporal  mufcle, 
for  two  inches.  The  upper  part  of  the  bone 
was  deprelfed  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch ; 
and  it  was  impoflible  to  trephine  below  the 
fradlui  e in  order  to  elevate  the  deprelfed  por- 
tion. The  lad  had  recovered  from  the  im- 
mediate ftunning  occafioned  by  the  injury, 
nor  was  there  any  fymptom  that  indicated 
material  derangement  of  the  fun&ions  of  the 
brain  from  the  preffure  which  it  fuftained. 
He  was  bled  largely,  and  took  purging  medi- 
cine, and  was  moderately  well  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  On  the  fecond  morning  he  was 
again  purged  5 and  when  I law  him  at  noon, 
nothing  materially  wrong  appeared  ; but 
when  I came  to  the  hofpital  at  eight  in  the 
evening  I found  he  had  gradually  become 
delirious,  and  that  he  then  could  fcarcely  be 
kept  in  bed.  His  fkin  was  hot,  and  his  pulle 
frequent  and  llrong.  Thefe  fymptoms  could 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  inflammation  of 
the  brain  $ he  was  therefore  immediately  and 

5 largely 
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largely  bled.  He  now  became  quiet  and 
manageable;  but  the  next  morning  his  re- 
plies to  all  queftions  were  incoherent,  his 
pulfe  frequent,  his  {kin  hot,  and  his  tongue 
dry.  The  bleeding  and  purging  were  re- 
peated, and  at  night  a blifter  was  applied  to 
his  neck.  On  the  following  morning  he  was 
{leeping  and  feeble,  but  his  anfwers  were  ra- 
tional ; as  the  frequency  and  fulnefs  of  his 
pulfe  increafed  in  the  evening,  he  was  again 
bled.  The  inflammation  of  the  brain  was 
now  fubdued,  and  tne  patient  gradually  re- 
covered. The  wound  healed  without  any 
exfoliation  of  bone,  and  when  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  hofpital  there  was  not  the 
mod  trivial  circumftance  which  could  induce 
us  to  fufped  that  the  brain  had  fuftained  any 
injury  from  the  accident.  His  fleep  was 
found  and  undifturbed,  and  the  fudden  mo- 
tion of  his  head  in  any  direction  occafioned 
no  giddinefs  or  inconvenience. 

This  cafe,  with  the  others  that  I have  re- 
lated, {hews  that  the  inflammation  of  the 

brain  is  to  be  expected  as  a confequence  of 

any 
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any  ferious  injury  of  the  head,  and  can 
fcarcely  be  confidered  as  the  effect  of  flight 
preflure,  as  it  frequently  does  not  occur  till 
fome  time  after  the  preffure  has  exifted,  and 
is  removed  though  the  preffure  flill  remains. 

. i 

I have  faidj  that  the  cafes  which  I have 
met  with  fince  my  former  publication  on  this 
fubjed,  have  confirmed  the  opinions  that  were 
then  delivered.  Candour  however  obliges  me 
to  relate  the  circumftances  of  the  only  cafe, 
which  I have  feen  fince  that  time,  of  fra&ure 
with  flight  depreflion  of  the  fkull  which  ter- 
minated fatally. 

/ 

June  3,  1802.  A coachman,  twenty-three 
years  of  age  was  thrown  from  his  box.  The 
middle  of  the  anterior  edge  of  the  right  pari- 
etal bone  was  fra&ured,  and  a piece  about 
the  fize  of  a fixpence  was  flightly  depreffed. 
He  foon  recovered  from  the  fhmning  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fall,  and  did  not  come  to  the 
hofpital  till  the  fucceeding  day.  As  he  was 
perfe&ly  well  he  was  but  flightly  bled,  and 
no  bad  confequences  of  this  injury  appeared 

N for 
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for  two  months.  At  this  time  he  came  again 
to  the  hofpital,  complaining  of  fpafms  in  his 

left  arm.  The  wound,  which  was  not  yet 

* 

healed  being  examined,  the  depreffed  bone 
was  found  to  be  loofe,  and  was  removed, 
which  alleviated  the  fpafms.  Soon  afterwards 
a portion  of  the  external  table  of  the  fkull 
alfo  came  away.  In  the  middle  of  September 
his  health  feemed  much  deranged,  and  he 
continued  to  get  weaker  till  the  middle  of 
October.  The  dura  mater  had  gradually  be- 
come protuberant,  and  covered  with  a fungus; 
it  at  laft  gave  way,  and  coagulated  blood  was 
difcharged  mixed  with  detached  pieces  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  brain.  The  left  arm  had  now 
loft  its  fenfation,  though  the  patient  could 
feebly  direct  its  motions.  On  the  17th  of 
October  the  patient  became  very  ill,  and  much 
bloody  ferum  was  difcharged  from  the  wound. 
He  was  delirious  during  the  night,  but  on 
the  next  day  underftood  all  queftions  pro- 
pofed  to  him  ; blood  and  brain  were  difcharged 
through  the  wound.  On  the  evening  of 
the  19th  he  died.  There  was  found  a va- 
cancy in  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  oppofite 

to 
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to  the  deficiency  in  the  bone,  through  which 
the  eftufed  blood  and  crufhed  brain  had  been 
difcharged.  In  other  refpe£ts  thefe  mem- 
branes were  perfectly  found.  The  whole 
right  hemifphere  of  the  brain  feemed  to  be 
reduced  into  a pulpy  and  fetid  mafs,  compofed 
of  a mixture  of  blood  and  brain;  the  cortical 
fubftance,  to  the  depth  of  about  half  an  inch, 
remaining  found,  and  containing  the  other. 
This  large  cavity  communicated  with  the  left 
ventricle  under  the  fornix. 

The  want  of  any  urgent  fymptoms  in  the 
beginning  of  this  cafe  prevented  the  patient 
from  fubmitting  to  thofe  ftri<£t  attentions, 
which  might  have  produced  his  ultimate 
welfare.  The  reader  muft  form  his  own 
opinion  whether  the  continuance  of  the  prefi- 
fure  of  the  bone  was  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  fubftance  of  the  brain.  In  order  to 
form  a correct  opinion  it  fhould  be  confidered 
that  fometimes  the  immediate  bruife  of  the 
brain  will  occafion  fuch  a difeafe,  although 
the  deprefied  bone  be  fpeedily  elevated,  of 
which  inftances  are  related  in  my  former 

N 2 publi- 
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publication:  and  that  fometinies  difeafe  and 
abfcelTes  of  the  brain  enfue  from  mere  con- 
cuffion,  as  was  the  cafe  in  Le  Sieur  de  Callois, 
related  by  Mr.  Louis  in  the  Memoires  de 

f Academie  de  Chirurgie,  tom.  5.  They  may 

* 

occur  alfo  without  any  fra&ure  of  the  bone, 
perhaps  from  the  irritation  which  dead  bone 
occafions  in  the  fubjacent  parts;  of  which  I 
(hall  relate  the  following  inftance. 

A man  had  the  fcalp  bruifed  and  torn 
down  by  the  wheel  of  a cart  from  off  the 
frontal  bone.  He  was  not  dunned  at  all  by 
the  accident.  The  bruifed  fcalp  mortified 
and  the  bone  was  left  bare.  He  remained  in 
the  hofpital  waiting  for  exfoliation,  and  as 
he  had  no  illnefs,  but  little  attention  was  paid 
to  him.  After  about  two  months,  however, 
he  became  weak,  and  ultimately  delirious,  and 
died,  and  on  examination  an  abfcefs  contain- 
ing about  one  ounce  and  a half  of  pus  was 
found  in  the  front  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  be- 
neath the  dead  bone,  and  full  half  an  inch 
from  the  furface. 
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It  was  my  object  in  the  former  publication, 
fimply  to  date  the  circumftances  of  cafes  of 
fradures  of  the  cranium  with  flight  depref- 
fion,  which  would  do  well  without  elevation. 
Had  I been  fpeaking  at  large  on  the  fubjed 
of  trephining,  I fhould  have  dated  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
would  probably  be  more  fevere  after  that 
operation  has  been  performed,  than  they 
would  have  been,  had  it  been  omitted.  This 
opinion  has  been  formed  from  obferving,  that 
in  many  cafes,  where  the  trephine  has  been 
employed  in  cafes  of  flight  depreflion,  the 
fubfequent  inflammatory  fymptoms  have  been 
fo  violent  that  they  could  not  be  controuled 
by  the  mod  copious  evacuations,  and  that  the 
patients  have  in  confequence  died.  Indeed 
the  opinion  is  diffidently  probable  to  make  it 
admitted,  were  it  not  fupported  by  numerous 
fads:  for  in  trephining  an  additional  injury 
mud  be  done  to  the  fcalp  and  cranium,  which 
would  increafe  the  fympathetic  irritation  of 
the  internal  parts;  and  the  fufceptibility  of 
the  brain  would  probably  be  increafed,  when 
that  flight  preflure,  which  it  had  endured  was 

N 3 fuddenly 
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fuddenly  taken  away.  Probably  the  vehe- 
mence and  frequent  fatality  of  the  inflamma- 
tion, which  follows  the  operation  of  the 
trephine,  is  the  circumftance  which  has  led 
fome  pra&itioners  to  be  unwarrantably  averfe 
to  its  performance.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 
I mean  to  defcribe  the  fubfequent  fymptoms 
as  in  every  inftance  uncontroulable  and  fatal ; 
on  the  contrary  I know  it  to  be  a neceflary 
and  fuccefsful  operation.  I only  mean  to 
remark  that  inflammation  will  come  on  with 
or  without  its  performance  in  cafes  of  violent 
injury,  and  that  it  would  probably  be  more 
violent  under  the  former  than  under  the  latter 
circumftance.  Had  I been  in  the  former 
publication  writing  exprefsly  on  the  operation 
of  the  trephine,  I fhould  have  ftated  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  no  confiderable  depreflion  of 
the  cranium  ought  to  be  fuffered  to  remain; 
and  that  every  hazard  fhould  be  encountered 
rather  than  fuch  a degree  of  preffure  fhould 
be  fuffered  to  remain,  as  might  be  productive 
of  future  inflammation  and  difeafe,  or  dif- 
turb  the  functions  of  fo  important  an  organ 
as  the  brain.  The  objeCt  of  my  laft  publica- 
tion 
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tion  was  to  fhew,  as  far  as  my  opportunities 
of  obfervation  enabled  me,  what  appeared  to 
be  the  kind  of  cafes,  in  which  it  would  be 
injurious  to  apply  the  trephine,  and  what 
cafes  would  do  well  without  that  operation. 

If  I had  been  writing  exprefsly  on  the  cir- 
cumftances  requiring  the  operation  of  the 
trephine,  I fhould  alfo  have  faid,  that  where 
the  bone  was  broken  into  many  pieces,  fo  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  they  would  not  unite, 
but  on  the  contrary  that  fome  would  periffi, 
and  that  fuppuration  would  take  place,  it 
would  be  right  to  make  a fmall  perforation, 
and  take  away  the  fplintered  portions  of  bone. 
They  might  otherwife  become  loofened  by 
fuppuration,  and  keep  up  for  a length  of  time 
an  irritation  on  the  fubjacent  membranes  and 
brain,  in  confequence  of  that  fympathy  which 
exifts  between  external  and  internal  parts. 

It  will  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  decide  in  fome  cafes,  whether  it  is 
preferable  to  trephine  or  not.  All  that  I have 
faid,  either  in  the  former  paper,  or  in  this,  is 

N 4 defigned 
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defigned  more  to  excite  obfervation  and  in, 
veftigatioti  in  others,  than  from  a belief  that 
I have  eftablifhed  any  certain  rules  for  de- 
cision. The  cafes  on  which  the  opinions  are 
founded  muft,  however,  I think,  be  worthy  of 
attention. 

Since  my  laft  publication  on  this  fubjed  1 
have  met  with  a cafe  of  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
fo  remarkable  on  account  of  the  violence  of 
the  fucceeding  inflammatory  fymptoms  and 
their  confequences,  and  op  account  of  the  re- 
covery of  the  patient  under  fuch  violent  and 
complicated  difeafe,  that  I deem  it  worthy  of 
publication.  The  cafe  was  attended  by  Mr. 
Sheppard  of  Chew  Magna,  who  was,  at  the 
time  it  happened,  drefling  pupil  to  Sir  Charles 
Blicke  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital.  To  his 
judicious  and  unremitting  attention  I cannot 
but  attribute  in  a great  degree  the  ultimate  wel- 
fare of  the  patient.  The  account  which  I have 
drawn  up,  is  taken  from  Mr.  Sheppard’s  notes. 

David  Davis,  a rob u ft  man,  thirty-five  years 
pf  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 

hofpital 
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hofpital  on  the  2ifl  of  November  1799*  He 
had  fallen  from  a confiderable  height  on  his 
head,  and  had  bruifed  and  wounded  the  fcalp, 
but  without  fraduring  the  bone.  He  was, 
when  brought  to  the  hofpital,  fo  far  infenfiblc, 
as  not  to  be  affeded  by  flight  impreffions,  and 
his  extremities  were  cold.  His  feet  were  put 
into  hot  water,  and,  after  fome  time,  he  became 
warm  and  more  fenfible,  and  the  pupils  of 
his  eyes  contraded  as  in  common.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  tem- 
poral artery,  and  a purging  medicine  given. 
On  the  following  day,  the  pulfe  being  full  and 
hard,  fixteen  ounces  more  of  blood  were  taken 
away,  and  the  purging  medicine  repeated, 
which  procured  feveral  flools,  and  a bliflzer 
was  alfo  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  meafures,  however,  he 
became  delirious,  and  his  Hein  felt  hot,  and 
he  complained  oz  pair}  in  his  head.  Twelve 
ounces  more  of  blood  were  therefore  taken, 
and  three  grains  of  pulvis  antimonialis  given 
fvery  fourth  hour. 

November  24.  The  delirium  dill  con- 
tinued, but  the  patient  lay  more  quiet : his 

pulfe 
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pulfe  was  120  and  full,  therefore  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  and  as  the 
delirium  and  llrength  of  the  pulfe  dill  con- 
tinued, in  the  evening  the  bleeding  was  re- 
peated to  the  extent  of  twelve  ounces.  His 
bowels  were  alio  emptied  by  magnefia  vitri- 
olata  and  fenna.  Afterwards  he  had  thirty 
drops  of  Tra.  opii  given  him  at  night.  He 
flept  fome  hours  in  the  night,  and  next 
morning  his  pulfe  was  lefs  hard,  and  only 
96  in  a minute;  his  anfwers  to  queftions 
were  alfo  much  more  rational,  and  de- 
livered in  a lefs  loud  and  quick  tone  of  voice 
than  before.  For  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  delirium  he  had  been  very  unmanageable, 
rolling  about  in  bed  and  endeavouring  to  get 
up,  and  fpeaking  in  a loud  and  fierce  mannei. 
Toward  the  evening  the  fymptoms  again  in- 
creafed ; his  pulfe  was  1 20,  and  harder  and 
fuller  than  in  the  morning ; his  fkin  was  hot, 
and  he  complained  of  third:.  He  had  taken 
purging  medicine  in  the  morning,  which  had 
operated.  Three  grains  of  antimonial  powder 
were  now  given  every  fourth  hour,  and  his 
feet  put  into  warm  water  in  hopes  of  pro- 

curing  perfpiration : ten  ounces  of  blood 

were 
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were  taken  from  the  temporal  artery,  and  the 
opiate  repeated  at  night. 

25th.  The  patient  had  flept  during  great 
part  of  the  night ; his  pulfe  1 00 ; he  complained 
of  cold  though  his  fkin  was  hot,  and  of  great 
pain  in  his  head.  More  ftools  were  procured, 
and  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  temporal  artery.  He  now  took  fix  grains 
of  pulv.  ipecac,  comp,  every  four  hours. 

26th.  He  had  been  delirious  during  the 
former  part  of  the  night,  but  had  flept  to- 
ward the  morning;  in  other  refpeds  he  was 
much  as  before.  In  the  evening,  as  his  pulfe 
would  bear  it,  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were 
again  taken  away. 

27th.  Pulfe  fofter  and  frequent.  He  had 
three  ftools  from  medicine  in  the  evening. 
The  delirium  feemed  to  have  a little  fubfided, 
and  he  was  much  inclined  to  fleep,  fo  that  it 
was  difficult  to  obtain  an  anfwer  from  him. 

28th.  A blifter  was  applied  to  his  head, 
and  in  the  evening  his  pulfe  becoming  full, 

3 ten 
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ten  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  him. 
Two  grains  of  opium  were  given  him  at 
night. 

29th.  He  had  flept  well  but  complained  of 
his  head,  and  of  difficulty  in  fwallowing,  and 
in  the  evening  had  hemiplegia  of  the  right 
fide  of  his  body. 

30th.  He  had  flept  but  little,  the  bowels 
lax,  the  pulfe  fmall  and  frequent,  the  he  mi- 
plegia  continues. 

We  had  thus  far  been  endeavouring,  by  the 
moft  powerful  means,  to  fubdue  a violent  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  and  could  fcarcely  be 
faid  to  have  accompliflied  our  defign,  when  a 
new  affection  called  for  attention.  I think  it 
can  fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  hemiplegia 
was  the  effect  of  preflure  made  by  an  effufion 
of  fluids  in  confequence  of  inflammation, 
operating  probably  chiefly  on  the  left  hemi- 
fphere  of  the  brain,  fo  as  to  paralize  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  body.  Under  this  perfuafion, 
and  without  expectation  of  luccefs,  I directed 
that  two  drachms,  by  meafure,  of  ftrong  mer- 
curial 
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curial  ointment  fhould  be  rubbed  in  on  his 
arms  and  legs  night  and  morning,  and  that 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  with  one  grain 
of  opium,  fhould  be  given  three  times  a day. 
Thefe  means  were  continued  for  three  days 
without  any  ftriking  amendment  being  per- 
ceived, but  on  the  fourth  (Dec.  4.)  he  ftretch- 
ed  out  his  right  arm  when  required,  and  he 
was  able  to  fwallow  without  difficulty.  As 
he  was  getting  better,  the  fame  plan  was 
perfevered  in  till  the  9th,  when  the  mercury 
had  affedted  his  mouth,  and  produced  a 
diarrhoea.  He  now  knew  all  thole  perfons 
who  had  attended  him,  and  his  ftate  was 
furprifmgly  altered.  During  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain  he  had  been  very  unman- 
ageable, and  his  replies  and  expreffions  were 
fierce  and  loud.  Now  he  was  extremely 
tradtable,  and  wept  whenever  he  was  fpoken 
to.  His  pulfe  was  very  feeble,  and  beat  but 
90  in  a minute.  It  feems  right  to  mention 
that  a few  days  afterwards,  when  he  was 
flowly  recovering,  one  of  the  wounds  of  the 
temporal  artery  gave  way,  and  he  loft  perhaps 
fourteen  ounces  of  blood  before  it  was  per* 

4‘  ceived. 
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ceived.  This  circumftance  of  courfe  made 
him  weaker,  and  increafed  the  frequency  of 
his  pulfe,  but  it  did  not  much  impede  his 
recovery,  which,  though  very  (low,  was  very 
perfed.  Extenfive  Houghing  of  the  integu- 
ments of  the  nates  had  taken  place,  which  it 
does  not  feem  requifite  to  mention,  but  inaf- 
much  as  it  tends  to  iiiew  tne  reduced  Hate 
to  which  he  was  brought.  Indeed  if  this 
patient  had  not  poflefled  a vigorous  conftitu- 
tion,  it  could  not  be  expeded  that  he  would 
have  furvived  the  debility  which  this  difeafe 
and  the  treatment  conjointly  produced. 

The  extent  of  the  evacuations,  that  fur- 
geons  are  obliged  to  make,  in  inflammations 
of  vital  organs  is  fuch,  as  would  deter  the 
unexperienced  from  purfuing  them,  and  mult 
aftonifh  thole  who  have  employed  them  with 
fuccefs,  that  they  could  be  borne  with  fo  little 
apparent  injury.  It  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  eonfldering  the  difeale  as  the  ftimulus 
which  keeps  up  the  a&ions  of  the  conftitution 
under  fuch  exhaufting  meafures,  as  would 
occafion  them  to  fink  but  for  this  excitement. 

I have 
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t have  feen  fo  many  additional  cafes  of 
concuflion,  fo  exa&ly  correfponding  to  thofe 
formerly  related,  that  I am  more  fully  fatif- 
fied  ot  the  truth  01  the  reprefentation  which 
has  been  given  of  them.  I have  in  confe- 
quence  been  led  more  and  more  to  wonder, 
that  a contrary  plan  of  treatment  to  that 
which  has  been  lo  uniformly  fuccefsful, 
could  ever  have  been  recommended,  and  to 
t onjedur^  what  cales  could  have  occurred 
in  which  fuch  oppofite  pradice  muft  not  have 
been  flrikingly  prejudicial.  Probably  I may 
point  out  fuch  cafes;  and  as  I do  not  find 
them  delcriDed  in  books  of  furgery,  becaufe 
tney  have  not  been  deemed  lufficiently  im- 
portant, it  may  not  be  improper  briefly  to 
mention  them. 

_ A young  lady  was  Hooping  in  a clofet,  and 
nling  up  fuddenly  and  forcibly  lhe  ftruck  her 
head  again  ft  a Ihelf.  The  blow  occasioned 
extreme  pain,  but  did  not  ftun  her.  She 
went  down  flairs  without  mentioning  the  ac- 
cident,  and  after  fitting  with' her  friends  for 
a ftioit  time  file  fainted*  As  it  was  in  the 


evening 
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evening  fhe  went  to  bed,  but  could  not  deep 
for  pain  in  her  head,  and  the  next  day  her 
pulfe  was  very  languid,  and  her  extremities 
cold,  fne  complained  of  great  pain  when  the 
icalp  was  {lightly  touched,  and  faid  there  was 
a fenfation  as  if  cold  water  was  dropping  on 
it.  She  took  fome  gentle  opening  medicine, 
which  relieved  thefe  fymptoms,  but  fhe  could 
hot  fit  up  for  many  days,  and  it  was  a 
confiderable  time  before  fhe  recovered  the 
languor,  which  the  blow  had  occaiioned  : but 
neither  fever,  nor  failure  of  fenfation,  or  of 
intellect  took  place  in  the  flighted:  degree. 
1 have  feen  many  fimilai*  cafes,  and  in  one 
the  patient  faid  his  fenfations  were  fuch  as 
would  induce  him  to  believe  that  his  brain 
was  loofe,  and  moving  cn  the  infide  of  the 
fkull.  All  thefe  cafes  were  relieved  by  flight 
evacuations,  as  gently  opening  medicines, 
leeches,  or  cupping,  though  I am  inclined  to 
believe  that  a contrary  plan  of  treatment, 
which  has  been  recommended  in  concuffion, 
might  have  been  purfued  without  material 
detriment. 


I fir  all 
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I (hall  next  relate  a cafe,  in  which  though 
the  brain  was  not  the  immediate  fubjeft  of 
the  injury,  yet  it  became  affe&ed  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  and  I think  the  cafe  deferves  to 
be  recorded,  not  only  on  account  of  feverai 
ufeful  fadts  and  hints  relative  to  practice 
which  it  affords,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  may  even- 
tually tend  to  throw  light  on  the  economy 
and  difeafes  of  the  brain. 

CASE. 

* 

A man  was  gored  in  the  neck  by  a cow.. 
The  horn  entered  by  the  left  fide  of  the  cricoid 
cartilage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  vertebrse ; 
it  then  paffed  upwards  on  the  bodies  of  thofe 
bones,  nearly  as  high  as  the  bottom  of  the 
Ikull,  afterwards  it  came  out  behind  the  angle 
of  the  jaw,  expofing  and  in  fome  degree  in- 
juring the  parotid  gland  in  its  paffage,  and 
lacerating  the  fkin  of  the  face  as  high  as  the 
middle  of  the  ear.  In  its  courfe  it  had  paffed 
beneath,  and  torn  the  internal  carotid  artery, 
and  all  the  primary  branches  in  front  of  the 
external  carotid  artery.  The  former  veffel 

O was 
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was  not  however  entirely  rent  afunder,  fotliat 
the  general  courfe  of  the  artery  and  its  con- 
nexion with  the  cranium  remained  in  the 
ufual  hate.  Notwithftanding  the  fize  of  the 
veffels  which  had  been  torn,  they  did  not 
immediately  bleed ; the  wound  was  therefore 
clofed  and  bound  up.  The  blood  was  foon 
obferved  to  flow  in  ftreams  down  the  neck,  nor 
could  any  general  preffure  upon  the  wound 
prevent  hemorrhage.  In  this  ftate  the  man 
was  conveyed  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital, 
but  he  loft  a large  quantity  of  blood  before 
his  arrival. 

The  patient  was  laid  upon  a bed,  and  be- 
fore the  wound  was  opened,  one  of  the 
ftudents  firmly  comprefled  the  trunk  of  the 
carotid  artery,  againft  the  lower  cervical  ver- 
tebra. We  found  upon  the  firft  infpeXion 
of  the  wound,  that  this  preffuie  prevented 
any  hemorrhage;  yet  upon  the  occafional 
motions  of  the  patient,  and  upon  accidental 
variations  in  the  preffure  made  on  the  veflcl, 
the  blood  gullied  from  the  bottom  of  the 
wound  fo  fuddcnly  and  in  fuch  quantities  as 
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to  prevent  any  accurate  examination.  The 
man  was  very  unquiet ; he  complained  much 
of  the  preffure,  and  was  greatly  diftreffed  by  a 
fenfation  of  fuffocation,  which  compelled  him 
condantly  to  attempt  to  expedorate.  Under 
thefe  circumdances  our  fird  endeavours  were 
to  tie  the  more  fuperficial  arteries,  but  the 
edges  of  the  wound  being  lacerated,  the  firft 
ligatures  which  we  endeavoured  to  make  tore 
away  portions  of  the  fielh,  and  did  not  fecure 
the  veffels. 

The  fituation  of  the  patient  became  every 
moment  more  defperate,  he  really  feemed 
choking,  his  extremities  became  cold  and 
his  pulfe  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt : his  ftruggles 
alfo  which  could  not  be  controlled,  made  the 
preffure  on  the  trunk  of  the  artery  very  pre- 
carious. It  was  deemed  neceffary  to  enlarge 
the  wound  to  get  at  the  trunk  of  the  carotid 
artery,  and  an  incifion  was  made  between  that 
vedel  and  the  trachea,  in  a direction  parallel 
to  each  of  thefe  parts.  I had  now  the  power 
of  pading  my  finger  beneath  the  trunk  of  the 
carotid  artery;  and  of  effectually  compreding 
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it  between  that  finger,  and  my  thumb  which 
was  placed  oppofite  to  it,  upon  the  "integu- 
ments of  the  neck. 

I had  now  leifure  to  examine  the  wound 
with  my  other  hand,  and  felt  that  the  pharynx 
had  been  feparated  from  the  vertebra?  of  the 
neck,  and  had  fallen  againft  the  larynx:  its 
irritation  on  that  organ  was  probably  the 
caufe  of  the  fenfation  of  fuffocation  which 
the  patient  buffered.  There  did  not  appear 
any  reafon  to  believe  that  the  pharynx  was 
wounded ; for  though  the  patient  was  con- 
ftantly  fpitting,  the  mucus  was  not  mixed 
with  blood.  Finding  that  the  moment  I re- 
mitted the  preffure  on  the  carotid,  the  blood 
gufhed  out  from  fo  many  orifices  and  in  fuch 
a torrent  from  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  I 
refolved  to  pafs  a ligature  round  the  trunk 
of  the  carotid  at  the  part  where  I had  been 
co mpre fifing  it,  and  which  was  about  an  inch 
below  its  divifion.  This  ligature  I thought 
might  he  made  to  fierve  as  the  tourniquet  in 
amputation,  for  I could  with  it  comprefs  the 
artery  fo  as  to  prevent  the  wounded  parts 

2 becoming 
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becoming  obfeured  by  blood,  and  by  flacken- 
ing  it  I might  gain  information  with  regard 
to  the  fituation  of  the  ruptured  veffel  s. 

Should  it  become  necefiary  at  any  time  to 
tie  the  carotid  artery,  I am  convinced  that  it 
may  be  done  without  much  difficulty  or  dan- 
ger, even  without  an  accurate  diffedion  of  the 
part.  If  the  incifion  be  made  on  that  fide  of 
the  artery  which  is  next  the  trachea,  where 
no  important  parts  can  be  injured,  as  was 
done  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  finger 
can  then  be  palled  behind  the  artery  fo  as  to 
comprefs  it.  The  veffel  being  fufficiently 
bulky  and  firm,  to  make  its  form  and  outline 
diftindly  perceptible,  a needle  may  then  be 
palfed  behind  the  artery,  as  near  as  poffible 
to  that  edge  of  it  which  is  next  to  the  in- 
ternal jugular  vein,  there  can  be  little  rifle  of 
wounding  that  veffel,  or  of  including  in  the 
ligature  the  8th  pair  of  nerves  which  lies 
between  them.  In  attempting  to  fecure  the 
carotid  artery,  I palled  behind  it  in  the  man- 
ner deferibed,  a blunt  hook  with  an  eye  in 
the  point,  and  having  previoufly  introduced 

O 3 a liga- 
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a ligature  into  it,  I drew  back  the  inftrument 
and  thus  enclofed  the  artery. 

When  I compreffed  the  veffel  by  tighten- 
ing the  knot  of  the  ligature,  I did  it  flowly, 
and  with  a watchful  attention  to  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  patient ; for  I cannot  but  fuppofe 
that  had  the  nerve  of  the  8th  pair  been  in- 
cluded, his  complaints  would  have  fufficiently 
denoted  that  circumftance.  But  the  com- 
preffion  of  the  ligature  did  not  feem  to  make 
the  leaft  difference  in  the  general  (late  of  the  • 
patient,  whilft  it  completely  prevented  the 
further  effufion  of  blood.  With  a knife  and 
differing  forceps  I then  expofed  the  lacerated 
veffels,  and  found  that  the  primary  branches 
of  the  external  carotid  artery  had  been  torn 
off  from  the  trunk.  By  drawing  upwards 
the  ligature  which  encircled  the  trunk  of  the 
artery,  I made  the  internal  carotid  tenfe,  fo 
that  its  courfe  and  ruptured  ftate  could  be 
diftin&ly  felt.  The  ligature  on  the  trunk 
was  flackened,  and  the  gufh  of  blood  further 
confirmed  the  laceration  of  the  internal 
carotid  artery.  I had  now  the  alternative  of 

fee  u ring 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.  I99 

fecuring  the  ligature,  which  I had  already 
made  011  the  trunk  of  the  veffel,  or  of  tying 
the  branches  feparately.  I preferred  the  for- 
mer, and  it  fhould  be  obferved  that  the  man 
had  now  lain  ten  minutes  or  more,  without 
any  blood  being  carried  to  the  brain  by  the 
left  carotid  ; and  during  that  period  he  had 
recovered  from  his  extreme  faintnefs,  appeared 
perfectly  fenfible,  and  as  well  as  could  be 
expected  in  a perfon,  confidering  that  he  had 
loft  fo  large  a quantity  of  blood.  The  liga- 
ture being  now  made  fecure,  the  wound  was 
brought  together  by  ftripes  of  plaifter;  and 
in  this  ftate  warm  milk  was  given  to  the 
patient  to  drink,  in  order  to  learn  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  his  efforts  to  fwallow,  and  to 
afcertain  as  far  as  poflible,  whether  there  was 
any  wound  in  the  pharynx  or  oefophagus. 
The  patient  fwallowed  about  a quarter  of  a 
pint  of  this  fluid  with  difficulty,  and  with  the 
frequent  excitement  of  coughing.  No  milk 
however  came  through  the  wound,  and  I 
concluded  that  all  the  difficulty  of  deglutition 
arofe  from  the  unnatural  ftate  in  which  the 
mufcles  of  the  pharynx  were  placed,  in  con- 

O 4 fequence 
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fequence  of  their  detachment  from  the  ver- 
tebras. Thefe  circumftances  happened  be- 
twen  4 and  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
when  I faw  the  patient  again  between  9 and 
10,  his  ftate  feemed  greatly  amended.  He 
had  feveral  times  taken  warm  milk,  and  the 
difficulty  of  deglutition  had  abated.  His 
pulfe  was  now  moderately  full  and  ftrong,  and 
not  very  frequent.  It  therefore  appeared 
that  the  apparently  dying  ftate  of  the  man, 
which  at  one  time  had  alarmed  us,  proceeded 
rather  from  the  fudden  difcharge  of  blood, 
than  from  the  quantity,  however  confiderable^ 
which  had  been  loft.-  The  patient  alfo  ap- 
peared tranquil,  and  perfectly  rational,  and 
though  prevented  from  fpeaking  much,  he 
exprefled  himfelf  fatisfied  in  his  fttuation. 

On  the  whole  I was  led  to  form  a favour- 
able expectation  of  the  progrefs  of  the  cafe, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  effeds  which  a liga- 
ture on  one  carotid  would  have  on  the 
economy  of  the  brain.  I was  next  morning 
mortified  to  learn  that  the  patient  had  been 

unquiet,  and  feverifti  during  the  night,  that 

he 
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he  had  become  delirious,  that  he  had  been 
feveral  times  affected  by  flight  convulfions, 
which  had  increafed;  and  that  when  liquids 
were  now  given  to  him,  they  pafled  through 
the  wound,  and  he  could  fcarcely  fwallow 
any  thing.  The  pulfe  of  the  patient  was  now 
about  130  in  a minute,  and  hard,  and  his 
fldn  was  hot.  He  lay  inattentive  to  external 
obje&s,  but  probably  not  infenfible,  for  the 
pupils  of  his  eyes  were  contra&ed,  and  when 
the  lids  were  opened  in  order  to  examine 
them,  he  fhut  them  quickly,  and  as  it  were, 
impatiently.  It  had  been  remarked,  that  the 
left  fide  of  the  body  wras  more  convulfed 
than  the  right. 

As  wre  had  it  not  in  our  power  eafily  to 
give  medicine,  I introduced  a fmall  hollow 
bougie  through  the  right  noftril  into  the 
ccfophagus,  and  immediately  inje&ed  half  a 
pint  of  milk  and  water,  and  60  drops  of 
tin&ure  of  opium;  that  I might  learn  the 
effects  of  that  medicine  under  the  prefent 
circumftances.  The  patient  ihortly  after 
bioke  out  into  a moft  profule  fweat,  and  the 

convulfions 
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convulfions  were  quieted  by  the  opium.  The 
convulfions  when  thus  mitigated  by  opium* 
might  be  described  as  violent  tremors  of  the 
left  fide  of  his  body,  but  the  right  fide  re- 
mained motionlefs ; to  which  curious  fad  I 
particularly  attended.  1 placed  his  right  arm 
acrcfs  his  bread,  from  which  fituation  it  did 
not  afterwards  flir.  I could  not  however, 
perceive  any  diflortion  of  the  face  to  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  the  pupils  of  both  eyes 
were  equally  contraded.  When  I faw  the 
fweat  break  out  on  the  taking  of  opium,  and 
the  nervous  irritation  diminilhed  by  its  ope- 
ration, I was  then  more  forcibly  (truck  than 
I had  been  before  with  the  fimilarity  of  this 
patients  fituation,  to  that  of  a perfon  fuffering 
from  the  eflfeds  of  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
fome  time  after  the  accident,  when  the  in- 
flammation often  fucceeding  to  it,  had  begun 

to  take  place. 

* 

I even  queftioned  if  it  might  not  be  right 

to  take  blood  from  the  temporal  artery,  which 

was  feen  beating  violently.  I thought  how- 
ever 
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ever  the  general  opinion  would  be  againft 
fuch  practice,  and  I only  applied  a blifter.to 
the  head.  Twenty  drops  of  tindlure  of 
opium  were  directed  to  be  given  to  the  pa- 
tient every  third  or  fourth  hour,  with  a view 
to  mitigate  the  convulfions,  which  it  appeared 
to  do.  Milk  and  water  was  alfo  occafionally 
given,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  per- 
fpiration.  No  remarkable  change  of  fymp- 
toms  took  place,  but  the  ftrength  of  the 
pulfe  gradually  declined,  and  at  10  o’clock  at 
night  he  had  a fevere  convulfion  fit,  and  im- 
mediately  after  died.  His  death  happened 
about  thirty  hours  after  theJigature  was  made 
on  the  carotid  artery. 

The  body  was  examined  on  the  following 
day.  The  brain  appeared  to  have  fuffered  a 
coniiderable  degree  of  inflammation.  The 
veflels  of  the  pia  mater  appeared  as  if  they 
were  injected,  and  in  many  places  upon  the 
fin  race  of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum, 
there  even  feemed  an  effufion  of  blood  pro- 
ducing that  appearance  ufually  termed  blood- 

9 fhot. 
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fhot.  There  was  a very  confiderable  depo- 
fition  of  gelatinous  fubftance  between  the 
tunica  arachnoidea,  and  the  pia  mater.  The 
veffels  paffing  through  the  fubftance  of  the 
brain,  though  fuller  than  common,  were  not 
particularly  turgid.  A confiderable  quantity 
of  wrater  of  a light  brown  colour,  and  flightly 
turbid  appearance  was  found  in  the  ventri- 
cles, whilft  the  firmnefs  of  the  Tides  of  thofe 
cavities  fufficiently  indicated  that  the  collec- 
tion had  not  preceded  the  accident.  On  ex- 
amining the  neck,  the  carotid  artery  was 
found  to  be  the  only  part  included  in  the  liga- 
ture. The  fuperior  thyroideal,  lingual  and 
facial  branches  of  the  external  carotid,  were 
torn  off  from  the  trunk,  and  the  internal  carotid 
was  rent  acrofs,  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Neither  the  trunk  of  the  8th  pair  of  nerves, 
nor  the  great  fympathetic,  nor  thofe  of  the 
tongue,  appeared  to  have  fuffered  injury 
The  fuperior  laryngeal,  and  the  defending 
branch  of  the  9th  pair  wTere  the  chief  nerves 
injured  by  the  accident.  "Ihefe  circumftances 

are 
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are  mentioned  to  enable  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  judgment  on  the  probability  of  the 
lymptoms  which  occurred  being  produced  by 
nervous  injury  or  irritation. 

That  the  diforder  and  death  of  this  man  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  blood 
which  he  had  loft,  appears  clearly  to  me,  not 
only  from  the  degree  of  plenitude  and  power 
of  the  vafcular  fyftern  which  remained,  but 
becaufe  1 had  feen  many  patients  in  the 
hofpital,  who  had  divided  moft  of  the  pri- 
mary branches  of  the  external  carotid  artery 
in  the  attempt  at  filicide;  and  who  after  fur- 
viving  a few  days,  perifhed  in  confequence 
of  the  lofs  of  blood  which  they  had  fuftained, 
but  with  a train  of  fymptoms  very  different 
from  thofe  which  occurred  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance. 

Some  perfons  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to 
attribute  inflammations  of  the  brain  to  ner- 
vous injury  or  irritation.  I have  taken 

\ 

notice  of  all  the  injury  difcoverable  by  dif- 
fedion,  and  have  further  to  obferve  that  wc 

frequently 
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frequently  fee  larger  nerves  lacerated  in 
wounds  without  the  production  of  fuch  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  tranquil  (fate  of  the  patient  till 
the  inflammation  of  the  brain  came  on,  op- 
pofes  fuch  an  idea.  Upon  reflection  I can 
form  no  other  opinion  of  the  cafe  than  that 
which  firft  (truck  me,  which  is,  that  though 
the  (topping  the  fupply  of  blood  to  the  brain 
did  not  for  feveral  hours  produce  any  ap- 
parent derangement  in  the  functions  of  that 
organ,  yet  fuch  a (fate  was  gradually  occafloned 
by  it,  and  which  was  attended  like  the  effeCts 
of  concuflion  of  the  brain,  with  inflammation. 
It  further  appeared,  that  when  the  combined 
effeCts  refulting  from  the  derangment,  and 
the  inflammation  wer®.  manifefted  together, 
the  (fate  of  the  patient  much  refembled  that 
of  a perfon  who  had  differed  concuflion. 

The  different  (fates  of  the  two  Tides  of  the 
body  ought  not  I think  to  pafs  without  fur- 
ther notice.  Although  the  right  fide  could 
not  be  pohtively  (aid  to  be  paralytic,  yet  in 
my  opinion  it  approached  to  that  (fate. 


It 
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It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a double 
conftru&ion  might  be  put  upon  the  fymp- 

toms,  yet  as  the  inflammation  of  the  brain 
was  equal  on  both  Tides,  we  might  naturally 
expert  the  whole  body  to  fuller  equally. 
Should  the  ftate  of  the  right  fide  have  been, 
as  appears  moft  probable,  an  approach  to  a 
ftate  of  paralyfis,  it  would  furely  be  confider- 
ed  as  peculiarly  curious.  An  effufion  of 
blood  in  the  left  hemifphere  of  the  brain 
would  affedt  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  body  in 
the  fame  manner,  that  cutting  off  the  fupply 
of  blood  to  the  left  fide  appears  in  this  in- 
ftance  tp  have  done.  I forbear  to  fpeculate 
on  this  fubjedt,  the  fadt  which  I have  men- 
tioned feems  to  deferve  notice,  and  though  at 
prefent  it  muft  ftand  alone,  it  may  in  future 
receive  addition,  and,  when  thus  fupported,  be 
applied  to  fome  ufeful  purpofe  in  phyfiology. 

I have  thought  it  right  to  record  this  cafe, 
not  merely  becaufe  it  is  curious,  but  becaufe 
it  affords  fome  ufeful  practical  hints,  as  to  the 
conduct  to  be  purfued  when  a perfon  has 
divided  the  large  primary  branches  of  the 

carotid 
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carotid  artery  in  an  attempt  at  filicide.  It 
may  be  allowable  alio  to  mention  in  relation 
to  this  latter  fubjea,  the  great  advantages 
which  appear  to  me  to  arife  from  the  imme- 
diate introduction  of  a hnall  elaftic  catheter, 
patted  through  the  right  noftril,  down  the  oefo- 
phagus,  nearly  as  tar  as  the  homach,  in  the 
manner  practifed  by  Deffault,  in  the  cut  c of 
a perfdn  wounded  by  a piflol  ball. 

A patient  in  fucli  a ftate  is  not  under  the 
neceffity  of  frequently  fwallowing  nourifh- 
ment,  which  ad  tears  open  the  wounded 
parts,  and  caufes  inflammations  in  them,  and 
produces  fuch  a fecretion  of  mucus  as  excites 
almoft  conftant  cough,  increafing  the  d’lfturb- 
ance  of  the  wounded  parts. 

The  introdudion  of  a fmall  elaftic  catheter 
may  be  eafily  accompli fhed  in  the  firft  m- 
ftance,  though  not  without  difficulty,  after 
the  fenfibility  of  the  parts  have  been  increafed 
by  inflammation,  and  from  the  benefit  1 have 
feen  derived  from  it  I ihouid  net  hclit^tc  to 

do  it  in  all  cafes  of  extenfive  wounds  of  the 

throat, 
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throat,  where  the  larynx  or  trachea  is  divided, 
even  though  the  pharynx  and  oefophagus  tnay 
be  uninjured.  It  feems  to  me  alfo  that  a fimilar 
plan  of  conduit  is  very  fuitable  to  ftriitures 
of  the  oefophagus. 

On  Ancurifm. 

Since  my  laft  publication,  I have  a fecond 
time  performed  the  operation  of  tying  the 
external  iliac  artery.  In  this  cafe  the  artery 
was  tied  with  two  ligatures  and  divided  in 
the  interval ; it  afterwards  firmly  united  at 
each  extremity,  and  the  ligatures  came  away 
at  the  ufual  time:  neither  did  there  appear 
any  deficiency  in  the  nutrition  of  the  limb. 
Thefe  circum fiances  afford  reafonable  expec- 
tations of  fuccefs  in  future  operations  of 
this  kind,  yet  in  the  prefent  infiance  the 
operation  appears  to  have  been  too  long 
delayed,  and  the  patient  to  have  died  from 
an  event  which  was  not  forefeen,  but  which 
might  perhaps  have  been  prevented.  I there- 
fore think  it  right  to  ftate  the  circumftances 
of  this  cafe  in  the  prefent  publication. 

P CASE 
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CASE. 

*Wrungel,  a German,  by  trade  a 

fugar-baker,  of  a fickly  afpedt  and  flender 
make,  about  5 feet  7 inches  high,  'and 
near  40  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  on  account  of  an 
aneurifm  in  the  femoral  artery,  clofe  to  Pou- 
part’s  ligament.  This  he  imputed  to  a drain 
about  three  weeks  before.  The  tumor  at  the 
time  of  admiffion  was  of  the  lize  of  a fmall 
orange,  and  the  blood  contained  in  it  was 
fluid;  for  it  could  be  entirely  exprefled  from 
the  aneurifmal  fac.  At  a confultation  on  the 
treatment  of  the  cafe,  I faid  that  I did  not 
thunk  a furgeon  warranted  in  tying  the  ex- 
ternal iliac  artery,  till  he  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  compelled  to  it  by  the  progrefs  of  the 
dlfeafe,  for  the  following  reafons.  id.  An 
aneurifm,  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  and 
duration,  obflrudts  the  paflage  of  the  blood  * 
through  the  natural  and  principal  channels, 
and  obliges  it  to  circulate  by  other  courfes, 

which  are  enlarged  according  to  the  exigency 

of 
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of  th  e cafe.  It  fee  ms  highly  probable,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  artery  which 
is  tied,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  part  to  be 
nourifhed  after  that  operation,  fo  will  be 
the  degree  of  previous  enlargement  in  thefe 
collateral  channels,  which  is  neceffary  to  en- 
fure  its  fuccefs.  On  this  account  the  opera- 
tion fhould  be  delayed  longer  in  an  inguinal 
aneurifm  than  in  any  other. 

sdly.  The  operation  of  tying  the  external 
iliac  artery  muft,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
knowledge,  be  confidered  as  very  ferious  in 
its  nature,  and  uncertain  in  its  event.  I once 
tied  this  veffel  when  a man  would  otherwife 
have  bled  to  death  from  the  femoral  artery; 
and  though  the  limb  was  nourifhed,  the 
artery  ulcerated.  The  operation  was  done  a 
lecond  time  in  London,  and  the  limb  mor- 
tified ; but  no  fair  pra&ical  inference  can,  I 
am  told,  be  drawn  from  the  latter  cafe,  as  the 
operation  was  poftponed  tiirmortification  was 
as  it  were  impending. 

3dly.  There  is  fome  chance  in  aneurifms 
of  a cure  fpontaneoufly  occurring  from  the 

P 2 clofure 
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clofure  of  the  artery  above  by  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood.  To  cite  thofe  inftances  only 
which  have  come  within  my  own  knowledge, 
and  which  it  feems  right  to  mention,  as  it 
increafes  the  ftock  of  fads  before  the  public; 

I have  known  fuch  a fpontaneous  cure  take 
place  twice  in  the  popliteal  artery,  once  in  the 
arteria  profunda  femoris,  and  once  in  the 
axillary  artery.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was 
agreed  to  poftpone  the  operation  in  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  patient  till  circumftances  fhould 
appear  to  demand  its  perfomance. 

Our  poor  patient  therefore  lay  in  the  hof- 
pital  during  two  months,  in  which  time  his 
difeafe  gradually  increafed,  and  his  health 
declined.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  he  fuffered  a great  deal  of  pain  in  the 
front  of  his  thigh,  which  deprived  him  of 
reft,  and  the  whole  limb  was  largely  cedema- 
tous.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  naturally  arife 
from  the  prefiure  which  the  aneurifm  muft 
make  bn  the  anterior  nerves  and  abforbents 
of  the  thigh.  The  tumor  had  advanced  to- 
wards the  furface,  and  the  fkin  had  become 

{lightly  inflamed,  yet  the  protruding  part  of 

the 
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the  tumour  was  not  of  greater  extent  than 
when  he  was  firfb  admitted  into  the  hofpital, 
and  no  judgment  could  be  formed  of  that 
part  which  was  more  deeply  fituated,  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  iwelling  of  the  thigh. 
The  blood  could  even  now  be  exprefled  from 
the  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  and  I felt 
anxious,  left  the  obftrudtion  to  the  circulation 
in  the  main  artery  fhould  not  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  obliged  the  blood  to  circulate 
by  other  channels.  It  deferves  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  aneurifm  may  extend  con- 
fiderably  beneath  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh, 
caufing  pain  and  oedema  by  its  preflure,  and 
yet  that  part  which  advances  towards  the  fur- 
face  may  be  of  no  great  magnitude. 

The  patient’s  fufferings  increafed  conlider- 
ably  during  the  week  preceding  the  ope- 
ration, fo  that  he  declared  his  prefent  ftate 
was  almoft  infupportable,  and  folicited  that 
fomething  might  be  done  to  change  it  either 
for  the  better  or  the  worfe.  He  never,  how- 
ever, was  able  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this  un- 
common degree  of  anxiety  and  inquietude. 

P 3 The 
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The  operation  was  undertaken  on  Saturday 
the  24th  of  October.  An  incifion  of  three 
inches  in  length  was  made  through  the  in'* 
teguments  of  the  abdomen,  beginning  a little 
above  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  being  conti- 
nued upwards;  it  was  more  than  half  an 
inch  on  the  outfide  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
abdominal  ring,  to  avoid  the  epigaftric  artery. 
The  aponeurofis  of  the  external  oblique  muf- 
cle  being  thus  expofed,  was  next  divided  in 
the  direction  of  the  external  wound.  The 
lower  part  of  the  internal  oblique  mufcle  was 
thus  uncovered,  and  the  finger  being  intro- 
duced below  the  inferior  margin  of  it  and 
of  the  tranfverfalis  mufcle,  they  were  divided 
by  the  crooked  biftoury  for  about  one  inch 
and  a half.  I now  introduced  my  finger 
beneath  the  bag  of  the  peritoneum,  and  car- 
ried it  upwards  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle,  fo  as  to  touch  the  artery  about  two 
inches  above  Poupart’s  ligament.  I took 
care  to  difturb  the  peritoneum  as  little  as 
poflible,  detaching  it  to  no  greater  extent 
than  would  ferve  to  admit  my  two  fingers  to 
touch  the  veflel.  The  pulfations  of  the  ar- 
tery 
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tery  made  it  clearly  di  ft  in  gui  (liable  from  the 
contiguous  parts,  but  I could  not  get  my 
linger  round  it  with  the  facility  which  I ex- 
pected, This  was  the  only  circumftance 
which  caufed  any  delay  in  the  performance  of 
the  operation.  After  ineffectual  trials  to  pafs 
my  finger  beneath  the  artery,  I was  obliged 
to  make  a flight  incifion  on  either  fide  of 
it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  neceflary  when 
it  is  taken  up  in  the  thigh,  where  the  fafcia 
which  binds  it  down  in  its  fituation  is  ftrong. 
After  this  I found  no  difficulty  in  paffing 
my  forefinger  beneath  the  artery,  which  I 
drew  gently  down,  fo  as  to  fee  it  behind  the 
bag  of  the  peritoneum.  By  means  of  an 
eyed  probe  two  ligatures  were  conveyed 
round  the  veflel;  one  of  thefe  was  carried 
upwards  as  far  as  the  artery  had  been  de- 
tached, and  the  other  downwards:  they  were 
firmly  tied,  and  the  veffel  was  divided  in  the 
interfpace  between  them.  Nothing  further 
remained  than  to  clofe  the  external  wound, 
which  was  done  by  one  future,  and  fome 
(trips  of  fticking-plaifter.  The  threads  of  the 
upper  ligature  were  left  out  of  the  wound 

P 4 above 
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above  the  future  which  clofed  its  edges,  and 
thofe  of  the  lower  beneath. 

A few  remarks  on  this  operation  may  be 
permitted.  To  divide  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men, pufh  afide  the  peritoneum,  and  tie  the 
external  iliac  artery  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle,  is  an  operation  more  formidable  in 
found,  and  on  its  firft  propofition,  than  it  is 
in  reality.  It  is  performed  almoft  without 
fhedding  blood,  fo  that  the  principal  circum- 
ftances  of  it  are  very  evident.  When  I for- 
merly performed  this  operation,  I was  urged 
to  it  by  immediate  neceflity : I tied  the  artery 
much  higher  than  in  the  prefent  cafe,  dif- 
turbed  the  peritoneum  in  a greater  degree, 
and,  contrary  to  my  own  principles,  I did 
not  divide  the  artery.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
having  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  Heps  of 
the  operation,  I detached  merely  fo  much  of 
the  peritoneum,  as  enabled  me  to  reach  the 
artery,  as  far  as  I conveniently  could  above 
Poupart’s  ligament ; but  not  fo  far  as  to  make 
it  difficult  to  afcertain  that  I lurrounded  the 
artery  only  with  my  linger,  without  injuring 

any 
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any  of  the  adjacent  parts,  nor  fo  far  but  that 
I could  draw  down  and  diftinguifh  the  artery 
which  I included  in  the  ligature.  The  re- 
membrance of  the  fwelling  in  the  external 
iliac  glands,  and  of  the  ulceration  of  the  artery 

in  the  former  cafe,  led  to  this  difference  of 
conduct. 

The  poor  man  was  greatly  exhaufted  by  the. 
operation,  and  his  leg  which  had  been  chilled 
by  expofure  during  the  operation,  continued 
very  cold  for  a long  time  afterwards.  It  was 
wrapped  up  in  flannels,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
lipation  of  its  own  heat ; but  I would  not 
apply  any  artificial  warmth  to  reftore  its 
temperature,  left  it  fhould  ad  as  a ftimulant. 


He  could  not  compofe  himfelf  after  the 
operation,  nor  did  he  deep  during  the  night, 
lo  that  on  the  following  day  his  ftate  was 
very  unpromifing.  His  pulfe  beat  160  in  a 
minute,  his  tongue  was  covered  by  a dark 
brown  fur;  he  looked  agitated,  and  a pur- 
ging took  place,  which  was  not  reftrained  till 
the  following  night  by  a cordial  and  opiate 

mixture. 
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mixture.  Refpedting  his  pulfe,  it  is  proper 
to  mention  that  it  beat  120  moft  days  in  the 
week  preceding  the  operation. 

His  thigh  was  as  warm  as  that  of  the  found 
fide,  his  leg  cooler  than  the  oppofite  one,  and 
his  foot  many  degrees  colder.  He  had  how- 
ever perfect  fenfation  in  his  toes,  and  power 
pf  moving  them.  The  leg  and  foot  were 
rubbed  with  oil  three  or  four  times  a day,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  ftagnation  in  the  veins, 
and  to  diminifh  perfpiration.  It  was  well 
covered  as  before  by  flannels. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  day  (O&.  26)  the  pulfe 
was  lefs  frequent:  he  had  flept  a good  deal 
during  the  night,  and  feemed  flupified  by 
opium  j but  on  the  wnole  io  little  better,  that 
I concluded  he  would  gradually  fink  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fhock  of  the  operation.  The 
temperature  of  the  limb  was  a little  increafed* 
The  man  however  took  bread  and  milk  and 
other  food  in  moderate  quantities,  whenever 
it  was  offered  to  him:  the  purging  having 

ceafed,  the  quantity  of  the  opiate  was  di- 

minifhed. 
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minifhed.  He  rather  improved  in  the  even- 
ing, and  relied  well  during  the  night ; fo  that 
on  (Od.  27)  the  third  day  after  that  of  the 
operation  every  circumftance  wore  a favour- 
able afped.  His  pulfe  did  not  exceed  ioo, 
and  was  moderately  firm  and  full;  his  appe- 
tite had  increafed:  the  temperature  of  the 
limb  was  a good  deal  augmented,  fo  that  his 
foot  was  fcarcely  colder  than  that  of  the 
found  fide  ; and  the  oedema  of  the  limb  was 
confiderably  diminifhed.  I now  drelfed  his 
wound,  in  which  he  had  not  complained  of 
pain,  nor  of  any  tendernefs,  when  the  fur- 
rounding parts  were  compreffed.  The  in- 
cifion  appeared  but  as  a line,  except  at  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ligatures,  where  it  was 
a little  open,  and  from  whence  there  ilfued 
a moderate  quantity  of  as  healthy  pus  as  I 
had  ever  feen.  The  furrounding  parts  were 
perfe&ly  natural  both  in  appearance  and  fen- 
fation.  On  the  fourth  day  (Od.  28)  he  was 
Hill  better:  his  pulle  90;  his  appetite  good; 
his  fleep  found;  and  his  limb  leflening  in 
fize,  and  increasing  in  warmth.  The  ftu- 
dents  at  the  holpital  had  drefied  the  wound 

before 


220 


SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


before  my  arrival,  and  reported  that  the  dif- 
charge  was  tinged  with  blood. 

On  the  fifth  day  (Od.  29),  he  was  ftili 
better,  his  pulfe  being  but  80  when  I counted 
it.  The  wound  and  contiguous  parts  looked 
remarkably  well,  but  a bloody  fanies  was  dif- 
charged,  which  I felt  unable  to  account  for. 

On  the  fixth  day  (0£t.  30)  the  ftate  of 
his  health  and  limb  continued  as  well,  if  not 
improving.  The  bloody  difcharge  however 
had  increafed  in  quantity,  infomuch  that  it 
ran  through  the  coverings  of  the  wound  and 
foiled  the  bed ; it  had  aifo  become  foetid. 
From  the  fir  ft  occurrence  of  this  bloody  dif- 
charge I felt  confiderable  uneafinefs  refpedft- 
ing  it.  I could  not  believe  that  an  healthy 
wound  would  fecrete  fuch  a lanies,  and  I felt 
apprehenhve  left  the  wound  fhould  fpread 
from  dileafe.  Nothing  however  took  place 
to  confirm  this  idea.  It  feemed  probable  aho 
that  if  the  aneurifmal  fac  wrere  not  entire, 
fome  of  the  blood  being  expofed  to  the  air 

might  tinge  the  difcharge  from  the  wound, 
a and 
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and  grow  putrid.  I frequently  prefled  on 
the  tumour,  but  could  prels  no  blood  from 
the  wound.  In  this  hate  of  uncertainty  it 
was,  however,  pleafing  to  obferve,  that  the 
patient  s health  continued  in  every  refpeCt 
better  than  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
pected. 

The  circumftances  of  the  cafe  remained 
very  much  the  fame  during  the  feventh  and 
eighth  days  after  the  operation.  On  the 
morning  of  the  ninth,  (Nov.  2,)  when  I 
came  to  the  hofpital,  I met  Sir  Charles 
Blicke,  who  told  me  that  the  poor  German 
was  djdng ; intelligence  which  equally  fur- 
prifed  and  fhocked  me. 

He  was  indeed  in  a dreadful  Rate,  appear- 
ing like  a man  far  advanced  in  typhus  fever. 
I~Iis  pulfe  was  150  ; his  tongue  covered  with 
a brown  fur ; his  intellect  wavering,  and  the 
action  of  his  mufcles  tremulous.  On  exa- 
mining the  wound,  with  a view  to  difco\er 
the  caufe  of  this  great  and  hidden  alteration, 
and  prefling  on  the  tumour  beneath  Pouparfs 

ligament, 
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ligament,  I forced  out  a great  quantity  of 
blood,  rendered  fluid  and  highly  foetid  by 
putrefaction,  infomuch  that  it  inftantly  black- 
ened  the  probe  with  which  it  accidentally 

came  in  contact* 

The  caufe  and  circumftances  of  the  bloody 
difcharge  were  now  made  clear  ; the  furface 
of  the  expofed  coagulated  blood  of  the  aneu- 
rifm  had  at  firft  tinted  the  difcharge  from  the 
wound,  then  had,  by  gradual  diffolution,  been 
more  plentifully  commixed  with  it,  and  givert 
it  a degree  of  putridity.  Till,  however,  the 
whole  mafs  had  become  putrid,  and  had  been 
converted  in  confequence  into  fluid,  it  could 
not  he  forced  out  from  beneath  Poupart  s 
ligament  when  preffure  was  made  on  the 
tumour ; nor  did  it  till  that  period  excite  in- 
flammation in  the  furrounding  parts  by  its 
acrimony,  or  derange  the  conftitution  by  its 

abforption. 

After  entirely  exprefling  the  putrid  blood 
I wafhcd  out  the  cyft  with  warm  water,  till 
;t  returned  untinged.  The  relief  which  was 
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by  thefe  means  afforded  to  the  poor  man  was 
very  ftriking  and  confiderable.  His  pulfe 
became  moderate,  his  intellect  clear  ; lie  had 
fome  refrefhing  fleep,  and  again  took  food  in 
moderate  quantities.  On  the  following  day, 
when  the  integuments  beneath  Poupart’s  li- 
gament were  compreffed,  a confiderable  quan- 
tity oi  foetid  difcharge  and  jyr  were  forced 
out.  It  was  not  however  at  all  tinged  with 
blood,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  merely  the 
fecretion  from  the  cyft  which  had  contained 
the  blood.  I dire&ed  that  this  difcharge 
fhould  be  preffed  out,  the  cavity  fyringed, 
and  a poultice  applied  three  times  a day; 
but  finding  it  hill  fecreted  in  confiderable 
quantity,  I thought  it  right  to  make  an  open- 
ing into  the  cyft  beneath  Poupart’s  ligament, 
to  afford  it  a more  ready  exit.  No  abate- 
ment in  the  quantity,  or  alteration  in  the 
quality,  was  however  remarked ; it  feemed 

to  be  fuch  as  a Houghing  fore  commonly 
furni  fines. 

t Thls  fever  came  on  on  the  evening  of  the. 
eighth  day  (Nov.  1,)  after  that  of  the  opera- 
tion ; 
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tion  ; and  I am  convinced  it  would  have 
fpeedily  deftroyed  him  had  not  the  caufe 
been  dete&ed  and  removed.  The  powers  of 
bis  conflitution  rallied  again  ; his  pulfe  was 
firm,  and  often  not  more  than  too  ; he  took 
fufficient  food,  and  flept  moderately  well. 
But  the  part,  as  has  been  faid,  did  not  go  cn 
Wei!,  and  feemed  to  prevent  any  increafe  of 
ftrength.  For  a week  I was  not  without 
hopes  that  fome  favourable  change  might 
happen,  but  afterwards  I loft  all  expeda- 
tions,  as  his  already  much  reduced  powers 
were  Hill  further  declining  ; neverthelefs,  he 
held  out  more  than  another  week,  when  he 
died  on  November  1 6,  the  twenty-third  day 
after  the  operation.  A few  days  before  his 
death  both  ligatures  came  away  with  the 

dreffings. 


DiJfeEtion, 

A very  flight  adhefion  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  figmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  and 
that  part  of  the  peritoneum  which  was  opPo- 
fite  to  the  wound,  but  there  was  no  other 
appearance  of  that  membrane,  or  ofje 
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bowels,  having  fullered  any  inflammation  in 
confequcnce  of  the  operation.  The  perito- 
neum was  feparated  from  the  loins,  and  from 
the  pofterior  half  of  the  left  fide  of  the  dia- 
phragm, by  a conliderable  collection  of  blood, 
which  extended  below  to  Poupart’s  ligament, 
and  communicated  under  that  ligament  by  a 
imall  aperture  with  the  aneurifmal  fac.  This 
opening  was  fituated  in  the  direction  of  that 
crevice  which  is  found  between  the  internal 
iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles.  The  only  rational 
explanation  that  can  be  given  of  the  forma- 
tion of  this  collection  is,  that  the  blood  had 
burft  its  way  from  the  aneurifmal  fac  in  the 
vacancy  between  the  mufcles  juft  mentioned; 
after  which  it  would  readily  and  extenfively 
feparate  the  peritoneum  in  the  manner  de~ 
fcribed.  I am  inclined  to  attribute  to  this 
circumftance  the  undefinable  difturbance  of 
health  which  the  poor  patient  buffered  during 
the  week  preceding  the  operation.  It  may, 
perhaps,  excite  furprife  that  this  collection 
did  not  become  putrid. 

No  particular  account  can  be  given  of  the 
aneurifmal  fac  beneath  Poupart’s  ligament, 

fince 
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iince  it  and  the  contiguous  parts  had  Houghed' 
in  confequence  of  the  irritation  of  the  putrid 
blood.  A fmall  aperture  had  been  made  by 
this  Houghing  in  the  front  of  the  orbicular 
ligament  of  the  hip  joint,  and  a fmall  extent 
of  the  thigh  bone  was,  by  the  lame  caufe, 
deprived  of  its  periofteum. 

A bougie  was  palTed  from  the  lower  end 
of  the  femoral  artery  into  the  fac. 

The  extremities  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
which  had  been  divided  in  the  operation,  were 
united  together  by  a fine  new-formed  fub- 
fiance  ; the  Hides  of  each  extremity  were  per- 
fedly  clofed,  and  a fmall  plug  of  coagulated 
blood  was  found  in  each. 

Having  thus  given  as  brief  an  account  as 
I am  able  of  the  circumflances  of  this  cafe, 
as  they  appeared  to  me,  I cannot  conclude 
without  mentioning  the  obfervations  of 
others,  particularly  as  they  may  aHift  in 
fuggefting  rules  of  conduct  foi  tutuie  ope 
rations  on  fimilar  cafes.  It  has  been  laid 

that  the  irritation  of  the  aneurifmal  bag  was 

probably 
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probably  a fpontaneous  occurrence,  and  not 
the  died;  of  the  acrimony  of  the  putrid 
blood.  But  the  luddennefs  of  this  attack, 
the  manifeft  exigence  of  a caufe  fufficient  to 
pioduce  it,  and  the  total  abfence  of  fuch  an 
occurrence  in  all  other  cafes  of  aneurifm, 
render  this  fuppofition  highly  improbable, 

h has  alfo  been  imagined  that  part  of  the 
diicharged  blood  might  have  returned  from 
the  lower  end  of  the  artery.  This  latter 
opinion  is  very  improbable,  fmce,  after  the 
complete  removal  of  the  blood,  none  re- 
iurned  by  that  channel : and  in  a fimilar  cafe 
which  I formerly  publifhed,  none  returned  by 
the  inferior  part  of  the  artery,  though  the  area 
of  it  was  hill  of  its  natural  dimenfions,  and  un- 
obftruded.  This  latter  obfervation  had  tend- 
ed to  diminifh  my  confidence  in  the  powers 
of  the  communicating  channels,  and  made 
me  wifh  to  defer  the  performance  of  the  ope- 
lation  as  long  as  pofllble.  It  feems  evident 

that  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  was  too  lour 
delayed. 
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It  would  be  definable  in  future  to  perform 
the  operation  before  an  extenfive  diffufion  of 
blood  has  taken  place  ; indeed,  could  the 
adequatenels  of  the  collateral  arteries  for  the 
fupply  of  the  limb  be  eflabliihed,  it  would  be 
proper  to  operate  before  the  artery  has  burft. 

It  deferves  to  be  confidered  whether  it 
might  not  be  right  at  the  time  of  the  operation 
to  open  the  aneurifmal  bag,  and  ienrove  the 
blood.  I fhould,  however,  be  inclined  topoft- 
pone  this  operation  ; for,  perhaps,  no  neceffity 
might  exift,  as  putrefaction  might  take  place. 
A few  days  will  determine  the  degree  of  life 
of  the  limb,  and  would  make  a wound  lefs 
likely  to  ulcerate  or  flough.  Should  figns  of 
the  putrefaction  of  the  blood  enfue,  or  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  occurrence  become 
evident,  I fhould  think  it  necelfary  to  make 
a fmall  opening  into  the  aneurifmal  bag  for 
the  removal  of  the  contained  biood.  This 
being  done,  if  no  blood  came  from  the  lower 
orifice  of  the  artery,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
ceffity for  tying  it.  Such  are  the  obferva- 

tions  that  have  occurred  to  me  on  this  fub- 

je£t ; 
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je£t ; I have  laid  both  thofe  and  the  fadts 
before  the  public  as  early  as  poflible,  that 
medical  men  may  judge  of  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  cafe  themfelves,  and  form  their 
opinions  accordingly. 

Although  I have  feen  the  method  of  tying 
the  artery  in  the  operation  for  the  aneurifm, 
which  was  recommended  in  my  laft  publica- 
tion, uniformly  fuccefsful  in  a very  confider- 
able  number  of  cafes,  yet  I lately  met  with  an 
unfortunate  inftance  of  hemorrhage  after  that 
operation,  which  I deem  it  a duty  to  relate. 

A lady  had  a femoral  aneurifm,  which  was 
fo  fituated  as  to  leave  about  three  inches  of 
the  femoral  artery  between  the  part  where 
the  arteria  profunda  femoris  is  given  off,  and 
the  difeafe.  On  cutting  down  on  the  inner 
edge  of  the  fartorius  mufcle  to  the  veffels  in 
this  fituation,  the  pulfation  of  the  artery  was 
not  felt,  perhaps  on  account  of  the  large 
quantity  of  fat  in  which  it  lay  imbedded,  and 
the  want  of  any  firm  refiftance  behind.  This 
circumftance  made  me  doubt  if  the  parts  im- 

0^3  mediately 
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mediately  beneath  my  finger  were  the  velTels, 
and  induced  me  to  feparate  and  difturb  the 
contiguous  parts  more  than  I wifhed  to  have 
done.  Having  afcertained  by  fuch  examina- 
tion that  the  vefTels  could  lie  in  no  other 
place  than  immediately  beneath  the  incifion, 
and  having  divided  the  fafcia  which  binds 
them  down,  one  finger  was  put  beneath  the 
vefTels,  and  the  thumb  upon  them  ; the  beat- 
ing of  the  artery  was  then  diflindUy  felt.  A 
moderately  thick  double  ligature  was  now  in- 
troduced beneath  the  veflels,  one  part  of 
which  was  carried  up  as  high,  and  the  other  as 
low,  as  thefe  vefTels  had  been  detached,  and  tied 
as  firmly  as  it  well  could  be.  The  veflels  were 
divided  in  the  interfpace,  at  about  two-thirds 
of  the  diflance  from  the  upper  ligature,  and 
one-third  from  the  lower.  Though  the  ope- 
ration had  been  more  tedious  than  any  I had 
hitherto  performed,  and  attended  with  more 
difturbance  of  the  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
vefTels,  I entertained  no  doubt  at  the  time 
but  that  the  ligatures  would  remain  on  the 
vefTels  during  the  ufual  time,  and  that  np 

ulceration 
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ulceration  of  them  would  take  place.  The 
wound  was  clofed  with  fticking-plafter,  and 
the  patient  put  to  bed.  She  complained 
of  great  pain  in  the  wounded  parts,  and  of 
extreme  ficknefs,  which  produced  frequent 
efforts  to  vomit.  Fever  came  on  and  reftleft- 
nefs,  which  caufed  a conftant  variation  of 
poflure,  fo  that  the  wounded  parts  were 
never  fuffered  to  remain  at  reft.  Thefe 
fymptoms  continued  in  a very  violent  de- 
gree for  nearly  twenty-four  hours,  and 
though  they  were  then  mitigated,  they  ftill 
continued  in  a confiderable  degree.  On  the 
third  day  the  plafters  were  removed  from  the 
wound,  the  fides  of  which  were  in  contact, 
but  the  furrounding  parts  were  fwollen,  and 
had  a dufky  hue.  On  the  evening  of  this 
day  a violent  haemorrhage  fuddenly  took 
place,  and  fo  much  blood  was  loft  that  the 
patient  did  not  long  furvive  this  occurrence* 
On  opening  the  wound  to  difeover  the  place 
from  which  the  blood  had  flowed,  and  taking 
hold  of  the  upper  ligature,  which  I thought 
would  direct  me  to  the  open  artery,  it  was 
torn  away,  and  brought  with  it  fome  doughy 

Ojj.  fubftance* 
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fubftance.  There  was  no  hemorrhage  at 
this  time,  and  the  ftate  of  the  patient  ren- 
dered it  unneceftary  to  fearch  for  the  artery: 
we  therefore  waited  to  fee  if  the  powers  of 
the  conftitution  would  recover,  but  the 
faintnefs  continued,  and  in  about  an  hour 
{lie  died.  On  the  following  day,  the 
wound  being  examined,  the  whole  furface  of 
it  was  found  in  a (loughy  and  putrid  flate. 
The  artery  being  flit  downwards  from  the 
groin,  was  highly  inflamed  on  its  internal 
furface,  and  terminated  by  an  orifice,  which 
was  of  a pulpy  feel,  and  had  a doughy  ap- 
pearance like  the  furface  of  the  wound.  I 
concluded  from  thefe  circumftances  that  the 
artery  had  burfl  immediately  above  the  liga- 
ture, in  confequence  of  its  becoming  doughy 
at  that  part  \ but  I cannot  take  upon  me  to 
fay  that  this  was  adually  the  cafe,  as  the  liga- 
ture had  been  removed  when  the  wound  was 
opened  to  examine  from  whence  the  haemor- 
rhage had  proceeded.  The  only  rational  ex- 
planation which  I can  form  of  this  cafe  is, 
that  from  a peculiar  irritability  of  conftitu- 
tion the  patient  was  unufually  affected  by  an 
* 2 operation 
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operation  which  would  ordinarily  have  been 
borne  without  any  prejudicial  derangement 
of  health,  and  that  the  conftitution  and  the 
parts  were  difturbed  in  fuch  a manner  as  ter- 
minated in  the  floughing  of  the  wound,  and 
in  that  of  the  artery  immediately  above  the 
place  where  it  was  tied. 

On  the  Operation  of  pundlnring  the  urinary 

Bladder . 

Mr.  Home,  to  whom  the  profeflion  is 
much  indebted  for  many  important  improve- 
ments in  pra&ice,  has  of  late  publifhed  fome 
cafes  of.the  pun&ure  of  the  bladder  from  the 
re£tum,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of  the 
greateft  importance.  They  not  only  exhibit 
that  operation  as  more  fimple  and  fuccefsful 
than  perhaps  was  generally  believed,  but  if 
the  operation  be  as  fuccefsful  in  the  hands  of 
other  furgeons,  it  prefents  an  eafy  mode  of 
relief  to  a great  number  of  unfortunate  pa- 
tients who  have  generally  been  left  to  die  in 
mifery.  I mean  thofe  who  have  ftri&ures 
impaffable  by  bougies,  and  who  are  fo  irri- 
table that  they  cannot  bear  their  definition 

by  cauflic,  on  account  of  the  retention  of 

urine 
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urine  which  it  occafions.  In  fuch  cafes  the 
pun&ure  from  the  redtum  appears  mod  eli- 
gible where  the  bladder  is  contracted,  as  it  per- 
haps will  then  fcarcely  afcend  high  enough  to 
admit  of  being  punctured  above  the  pubes. 

But  there  are  cafes  in  which  the  operation 
by  the  redtum  cannot  be  performed,  and  by 
frequently  meeting  with  thefe  I have  been 
compelled  to  pundture  the  bladder  above  the 
os  pubis,  and  the  event  of  the  operation  has 
been  fuch  as  would  have  led  me  to  prefer  it 
to  any  other  that  I had  feen  pradtifed.  The 
chief  cafes  to  which  I allude  are  thofe  of 

enlarged  proftates,  where  the  catheter  has 

\ 

been  forced  into  the  fubftance  of  the  gland, 
and  has  torn  it  confiderably  ; confequentlv 
that  inftrument  enters  fo  eafily  into  the  falfe 
paffage  as  to  render  it  almoft  impoffible  to 
make  it  take  the  right  one.  Indeed  in  cafes 
of  ftridture,  where  falfe  packages  have  been 
made,  and  the  proftate  has  been  found,  the 
perception  of  the  bladder  from  the  redtum 
has  been  fo  indiftindt  that  I have  been  de- 
terred from  pundturing  it,  and  in  one  cafe 

I made  a divifion  in  the  perinasum,  and 

having 
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having  patted  my  finger  beneath  the  arch  of 
the  os  pubis  a confiderable  way,  I could  obtain, 
no  fuch  diftinft  perception  of  the  bladder  as 
would  authorife  me  to  pufh  in  a trochar. 
But  I pun&ured  it  above  the  os  pubis,  and 
drew  off  a confiderable  quantity  of  urine. 
I have  therefore  been  led  to  conclude  that,  in 
fo me  difiended  bladders,  there  is  a kind  of 
receffion  of  them  from  the  perinseum,  and 
that  when  they  become  difiended  they  attend 
proportionally  higher  into  the  abdomen. 

In  the  greater  number  of  cafes  in  which  I 
have  punctured  the  bladder  above  the  os  pu- 
bis, it  has  been  on  a hidden  call  to  the  hof- 
pital,  or  fome  poor  houfe  ; and  I have  had 
little  further  concern  with  the  patient  than 
what  related  to  the  performance  of  the  ope- 
ration. 

Sometimes  I have  been  in  doubt  if  there 
was  much  urine  in  the  bladder,  and  this  cir- 
cumfiance  has  deterred  me  from  pun&uring, 
except  in  that  fituation  in  which  I could  pof- 
fefs  an  affurance  that  I felt  the  bladder,  and 

could 


236  SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

could  puncture  that  vifcus : and  thefe  doubts 
caufed  me  in  fome  inftances  to  pundure  the 

m 

bladder  with  a lancet ; and  in  Tome  cafes  I have 
not  left  any  canula  in  the  bladder,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  efcape  of  the  urine  preventing 
me  from  readily  finding  the  opening,  which  I 
had  made.  Several  of  the  patients  died,  but 
in  every  inftance  the  operation  relieved  their 
bufferings ; and  I have  never  feen  any  effu- 
fion  of  urine  into  the  cellular  fubftance,  or 
any  other  bad  confequence  refult  from  the 
operation ; nor  do  1 think  that  fuch  events 
are  likely  to  happen,  if  it  be  rightly  per- 
formed. The  death  of  the  patients  was 
fairly  to  be  imputed  to  the  delay  of  the 
operation,  or  to  the  degree  of  diieafe  which 
previoufly  exifted  in  the  urinary  organs.  In 
feverai  patients  who  recovered,  the  progrefs 
of  their  amendment  was  fimilar  to  that  wThich 
took  place  in  the  cafe,  which  I am  about  to 
relate.  I did  not  however  preferve  any 
detailed  account  of  them,  for  as  I have  men- 
tioned, the  patients  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to 
be  under  my  care.  I have  requefted  the  laft 

gentleman,  with  whom  I attended  a patient 

under 
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under  thefe  circumftances,  to  give  me  a parti- 
cular account  of  liis  caie,  and  on  the  accuracy 
of  his  narrative  I can  place  perfect  reliance. 
This  cafe  I fhall  relate,  in  order  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  commenting  on  the  mode  of 
punduring  the  bladder  above  the  os  pubis. 

A gentleman  between  fixty  and  feventy 
years  of  age  had  a retention  of  urine  from  an 
enlarged  proftate  gland,  which  obliged  his 
furgeon  to  draw  off  the  urine  night  and 
morning.  This  was  done  during  ten  days, 
when  the  difficulty  of  introducing  the  cathe- 
ter, which  had  gradually  increafed,  became 
infurmountable.  I was  therefore  obliged  to 
pundure  the  bladder,  and  the  only  place 
in  which  this  operation  could  in  the  prefent 
inftance  be  performed,  was  above  the  pubes. 

I therefore  made  an  incifion  about  two  inches 
in  length  through  the  integuments,  and  be- 
tween the  mufculi  pyramidales  abdominis, 
fo  that  the  lower  part  of  the  wound  laid  bare 
the  top  of  the  fymphifis  pubis.  On  intro- 
ducing my  finger  into  this  vacancy  I felt  the 
diftended  bladder.  The  fenfation  produced 

by 
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by  prefling  againft  the  diftended  bladder 

is  I think  fo  peculiar,  and  fo  different  from 

any  thing  elfe  which  could  occur  in  this  fitu~ 

ation,  that  if  an  operator  has  once  felt  it,  he 

will  not  hefitate  in  deciding  that  it  is  the 

bladder  againft  which  he  prefles.  The  thick- 

nefs  and  tenfion  of  its  coats,  and  its  fluid 

contents  are  the  chief  circumftances  from 

which  this  peculiar  feel  feems  to  arife.  When 

I firft  began  to  perform  this  operation,  I was 

deterred  from  ufing  a trochar  by  a fear  of 

being  milled  by  my  fenfations.  I cau- 

tioufly  pun&ured  the  bladder  with  a lancet, 

defigning  to  introduce  a catheter  through 

the  wound;  but  thfc  urine . gufhed  out  fo 

violently,  and  the  bladder  became  contracted 

fo  fuddenly,  that  I could  not  difcover  the 

wound  which  I had  made ; yet  under  thefe 

circumftances,  the  urine  palled  fiom  the  apei- 

ture  in  the  bladder,  through  the  external 

wound,  and  was  not  efiuled  into  the  cellular 

fubftance.  Indeed  neither  obfervation  ncr 

reafoning  would  induce  me  to  fuppofe  that 

fuch  an  occurrence  is  probable,  whilft  theie 

is  a free  external  opening,  d he  apprehen- 

fion 
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fion  feems  to  have  arifen  from  the  extenfivc 
ciiftufion  of  urine,  in  cafes  where  the  lire- 
thra  has  given  way.  But  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
urme  is  actually  inje&ed  into  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance, and  with  great  force  by  the  bladder, 
in  confequence  of  the  channel  out  of  the  body 
being  cloled  up.  It  the  external  wound  in 
this  operation  were  to  be  clofed,  and  the 
exit  of  urine  prevented  by  this  means,  then  it 
is  probable  that  the  urine  would  be  forced 
to  pervade  the  cellular  fubftance.  It  may  be 
alked,  according  to  the  common  phrafe,  if 

urine  is  likely  to  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  fur- 
rounding cellular  fubftance?  I fhould  think 
not.  The  operator  fhould  be  cautious  not  to 
make  any  reparation  of  the  bladder  from  the 
back  part  of  the  fymphifis  pubis,  that  there 
fhould  not  be  even  a cavity,  into  which  the 
urine  might  gravitate.  He  fhould  alfo  leave 
the  external  wound  free  and  open.  The  firft 
effed  of  the  operation  will  be  an  inflammation, 
winch  will  confolidate  the  furrounding  cel- 
lular fubftance,  and  prevent  the  ready  im- 
pulfion  of  urine  into  it.  The  ftimulating 
qualities  of  the  urine  will  augment  this  in- 

flammation, 
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flammation,  and  thereby  increafe  the  efiea. 
Indeed  the  ftimulus  of  the  urine  often  oc- 
cafions  a Houghing  of  the  furface  of  the 
wound,  which  however  makes  no  alteration 
in  the  general  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  In 
later  operations  I acquired  more  confidence, 
and  a belief  that  I could  diftinguilh  the  blad- 
der from  any  thing  elfe  by  its  feel ; and  one 
cafe  which  occurred  tended  further  to  em- 
bolden me  in  this  operation.  Being  called 
on  a fuddcn  to  relieve  a patient,  who  had  had 
his  urethra  lacerated,  and  being  urged  to  punc- 
ture the  bladder  by  feveral  gentlemen  who 
were  prefent,  and  who  were  certain  that  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  urine  was  detained  : 
though  I could  not  feel  the  bladder  diftended 
above  the  pubes,  I confented,  as  the  patient 
was  in  imminent  danger,  to  perform  the 
' operation,  and  having  punctured  the  bladder 
with  a trochar,  four  or  five  ounces  only  of 
urine  were  difeharged.  However  a large 
quantity  of  urine  gradually  flowed  through 
a canula  which  was  introduced.  The  patient 
died,  and  was  examined,  when  the  cau  e o 
this  occurrence  became  apparent.  A large 
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cyit  made  by  the  protrufion  of  the  internal 
coat  of  the  bladder,  had  been  formed  between 
the  bladder  and  the  reduin,  which  contained 
the  greateft  quantity  of  the  retained  urine. 
The  orifice,  by  which  this  cyft  communi- 
cated with  the  bladder,  did  not  exceed  in 
dimensions  the  barrel  of  a common  quill. 
It  alfo  appeared  that,  though  the  bladder  it- 
ielf  could  not  in  this  cafe  be  laid  to  have 
been  diflended,  yet  the  front  of  it  only  was 
Wounded  by  the  trochar,  and  the  back  part 
was  uninjured. 

To  return  from  this  digreflion  to  the  ope- 
ration in  the  cafe  which  I was  relating  ; after 
1 had,  by  an  incifion  between  the  pyramidaics 
mufcles,  enabled  myfelf  to  pafs  my  finger  along 
the  upper  part  of  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  fo  as  to 
prefs  againft  the  diflended  bladder,  I intro- 
duced a common  trochar  of  the  middle  fize$ 
m a diredion  obliquely  downwards.  There 
is  an  advantage,  as  Sabatier,  in  his  Medicine 
Operatoire  obferves,  in  introducing  an  in- 
urnment in  this  diredion,  for  it  accords  with 
the  axis  of  tns  bladder,  and  is  therefore  not 

& likely 
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likely  to  injure  the  oppolite  fide  of  that 
organ.  When  I found  that  the  inftrument 
had  penetrated  the  cavity,  I withdrew  the 
inlet  within  the  canula,  and  then  pufhed  the 
canula  obliquely  downwards,  fo  that  about  two 
inches  of  it  were  introduced  into  the  bladdei. 
On  withdrawing  the  ftilet  of  the  trochar,  tne 
urine  guflied  out  with  great  force,  but  I 
prevented  its  efcape,  by  placing  the  thumb  of 
my  left  hand  againft  the  mouth  of  the  canula, 
and  then  introduced  through  it  in  the  fame 
oblique  direction,  a middle  fized  hollow  elaflic 
catheter,  till  it  met  with  refiftance  by  touch- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  bladder.  Alter  the 
urine  was  difeharged,  the  canula  of  the 
trochar  was  withdrawn  over  the  el  aide  cathe- 
ter, which  was  left  in  its  fituation,  and  the 
end  which  came  out  of  the  wound  was  bent 
downwards  towards  the  pubes,  and  attached, 
fo  as  to  be  kept  motionlefs,  to  a circular 
bandage  put  round  the  body  of  the  patient. 
The  wound,  which  was  funnel-lhaped,  being 
wide  externally,  and  gradually  contracting  to 
the  bladder,  was  covered  with  linen,  fpread 

over  with  fpermaceti  falve*  The  mine 

o flowed 
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flowed  not  only  through  the  catheter,  but  by 
the  Tides  of  it.  A flight  inflammation  oc- 
curred round  the  wound,  fuch  as  would 
doubtlefs  tend  to  confolidate  the  furroundins: 
cellular  fubflance.  The  furface  of  the  wound 
in  this  cafe  did  not  even  Hough,  at  lead  in 
any  evident  degree.  Four  days  after  the 
operation  the  patient  got  up,  and  walked 
about  his  chamber,  and  feeling  himfelf  com- 
fortable and  well,  he  did  not  go  to  bed  again 
till  night.  At  the  end  of  a week  fome  few 
drops  of  urine  came  through  the  urethra, 
and  the  quantity  thus  difcharged  daily  in- 
crealed.  At  this  time  as  the  catheter  feemed 
to  be  clogged  up  with  mucus,  it  was  with- 
drawn, and  another  was  introduced  with 
perfect  facility.  In  about  three  weeks,  as  the 
urine  came  pretty  freely  through  the  urethra, 

the  catheter  was  withdrawn,  and  the  patient 

• 

voided  his  urine  by  the  natural  channel.  In 
Hx  weeks  the  external  wound  was  perfectly 
healed,  and  the  patient  was  as  well  as  before 
the  retention  of  urine  took  place. 


R 2 
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On  the  'Tic  Douloureux. 

* 

As  the  public  attention  has  been  of  late 
excited  to  that  painful  affe&ion  of  the  nerves, 
called  Tic  douloureux,  I fhall  in  the  next 
place  relate  a cafe  of  that  difeafe,  which 
lately  came  under  my  care,  becaufe  it  feems 
to  me,  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the  diforder, 
to  demon ftrate  the  degree  and  kind  of  ad- 
vantage which  is  likely  to  refult  from  the 
divifion  of  the  trunk  of  the  nerve,  and  alio 
to  explain  fome  circumftances  in  the  anatomy 
and  phyfiology  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  ot 
which  I have  not  as  yet  met  with  any  fatil- 
faclory  explanation. 

CASE. 

A lady  became  gradually  affected  with  a 
painful  ftate  of  the  integuments  under  and 
adjoining  to  the  inner  edge  of  trie  nail  oi 
the  ring  finger  of  the  left  hand.  No  injury 

O , O 

to  the  part  was  remembered  which  could 
have  brought  on  this  diieafe.  The  pain  oc- 
curred  at  irregular  intervals,  and"wras  extremeiy 
fevere  during  the  time  of  its  continuance, 

which  was  for  a day  or  two,  when  it  ufually 

abat ed. 
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abated.  Accidental  flight  injuries  always 
occafioned  great  pain,  and  frequently  brought 
on  thofe  paroxyfms,  which  however  occa- 

fionally  occurred  fpontaneoufly,  or  without 

\ 

any  evident  exciting  caufe.  In  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars the  difeafe  corredlly  refetnbled  the 
tic  douloureux  of  the  nerves  of  the  face.  As 
the  pain  increafed  the  diforder  feemed  to 
extend  up  the  nerves  of  the  arm.  After 
the  patient  had  endured  this  painful  affec-> 
tion  for  feven  years,  fhe  fubmitted  to  have 
the  fkin,  which  was  the  original  feat  of  the 
diforder,  burned  with  eauftic.  This  applica- 
tion gave  her  intenfe  pain,  and  on  the  heah 
ing  of  the  wound  fhe  found  her  fufferings 
rather  augmented  than  diminifhed  by  this 
experiment.  After  four  more  years  of  fuf- 
fering  fhe  confulted  me,  when  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  were  fuch  as  to  render 
an  operation  indifpenfably  neceffary.  The 
pain  of  the  part  was  intolerable,  and  it 
extended  all  up  the  nerves  of  the  arm;  and 
this  general  pain  was  fo  conftant  during  the 
night,  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  reft.  The 

mufcles  of  the  back  of  the  neck  were  occa- 

R 3 lion  ally 
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fionally  affeCted  with  fpafms.  The  integu- 
ments of  the  affe&ed  arm  were  much  hotter 
than  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide,  and  fometimes 
the  temperature  was  fo  increafed  as  to  caufe 
a burning  fenfation  in  them.  Under  thele 
circumftances  I did  not  hefitate  to  divide 
the  nerve  of  the  linger,  from  which  all  this 
diforder  feemed  to  originate.  I laid  it  hare 
by  a longitudinal  incifion  of  about  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  from  the  fecond 
joint  of  the  finger,  and  divided  it  oppofite 
to  that  joint,  by  a curved  fharp  pointed  bif- 
toury  which  was  conveyed  under  it.  I then 
took  hold  of  the  nerve  with  a pair  of  forceps, 
and  reflecting  it  downwards,  I removed  a 
portion  of  it  half  an  inch  in  length,  that 
the  poflibility  of  a quick  reunion  might  be 
prevented.  The  wound  was  brought  toge- 
ther by  flicking  plafter,  and  it  united  by 
adhefion:  but  the  upper  part  of  the  wound, 
oppofite  to  the  upper  end  of  the  nerve, 
became  flightly  inflamed,  and  was  very  pain- 
ful ; however  the  appearance  of  inflammation 
gradually  went  off  in  the  courfe  of  three 

weeks,  After  the  operation  I pinched  the 

originally 
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originally  affedted  integuments  fharply  with 
my  nails,  without  cauling  any  fenfation  ; but 
if  in  fo  doing  I moved  the  linger,  then  pain 
was  felt.  1 found  it  difficult  to  convince  the 
patient  that  the  (kin  at  that  part  was  actually 
devoid  of  fenfation,  for  (he  (till  continued  to 
feel  (imilar  fenlations  to  thofe  which  formerly 
occurred,  though  in  a much  diininifhed  de- 
gree: but  (he  became  gradually  as  perfectly 
convinced  as  any  medical  man  could  be,  that 
thefe  fen fations  arofe  from  the  irritated  (late 
of  the  end  of  the  nerve,  above  the  place 
where  it  was  divided.  The  painful  affedtion 
of  the  nerves  of  the  arm  (till  continued,  though 
confiderably  leflened  in  violence ; however 
it  was  fufficiently  fevere  to  make  the  patient 
apprehend  that  little  permanent  benefit  would 
arife  from  the  operation.  This  pain  con- 
tinued occafionally  about  four  months,  with 
varying  degrees  of  feverity,  but  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  (kin  was  not  hotter  than  that  of  the 
oppofite  fide,  as  it  had  been  before  the  opera- 
tion. At  the  expiration  of  three  months,  the 
patient  afcertained  that  the  integuments  at 
the  end  of  the  linger  adhially  felt  when  any 
thing  was  applied  to  them,  and  this  proved 

R 4 a new 
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a new  fource  of  alarm.  More  than  nine 
months  have  now  elapfed  fince  the  perform- 
ance of  the  operation,  and  the  general  pains 
in  the  nerves  have  become  very  trivial;  but  the 
fenfation  of  the  integuments  at  the  end  of  the 
linger,  has  during  that  time  gradually  increaf- 
ed,  and  the  Ikin  has  now  its  natural  fenfibility, 
fo  as  accurately  to  diftinguifh  the  tangible  pro- 
perties of  any  body  applied  to  it.  If  alfo  the 
originally  affeCted  part  be  comprefled  flightly, 
painful  fenfations  refembling  thofe  which 
formerly  occurred,  take  place. 

The  obfervations  of  Dr.  Darwin  relative 
to  ocular  Spectra,  and  the  experiments  of 
Mr.  Home  on  the  contraction  of  divided 
nerves  (contained  in  the  Croonian  LeCture, 
inferted  in  the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions  for 
the  year  1801)  have  given  a kind  of  de- 
rnonflration  that  there  is  a fubtile  and  mobile 
matter  fuperadded  to  the  vifible  fabric  of 
nerves,  and  fandtion  the  ufe  of  the  yet  novel 
terms  of  the  irritability  and  irritable  adtions 
of  nerves,  and  I fhall  therefore  employ  them 
the  few  fubfequent  remarks  which  I have  to 
offer. 


The 
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The  cafe  above  related,  appeared  to  me  to 
merit  publication,  becaufe  I believe  it  is  a rare 
occurrence  for  the  tic  douloureux  to  happen 
any  where  but  in  the  face.  In  the  inftances 
related  by  Mr.  Home  in  his  Croonian  le&ure, 
the  difeafe  was  the  effect  of  an  injury  done  to 
the  thumb,  and  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe 

that  it  would  not  have  tnken  place  without 

\ 

a predifpofition  to  it  in  the  conftitution  of  the 
patients.  It  is  alfo  not  unfair  to  conclude 
that  the  dileale  thus  occafioned,  was  of  a. 
more  general  nature,  and  lefs  confined  to  the 
extreme  branches  of  the  nerves,  and  therefore 
lefs  fufceptible  of  cure  by  an  operation.  The 
cafe,  which  I have  related  fhews,  as  indeed 
might  have  been  cc  ncluded  a priori,  that 
though  the  fource  of  the  irritable  hate  of  the 
nerves  in  the  tic  douloureux,  may  be  cut  off 
by  an  operation,  yet  that  the  general  irritable 
a&ions  of  thofc  organs,  which  had  been  ex- 
cited,  and  had  continued  for  a long  time, 
would  not  immediately  ceafe,  though  they 

might,  as  happened  in  this  inftance,  gradually 
fubfide. 


The 
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The  fpeedy  return  of  fenfation,  which  is 
both  accurate  and  acute  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
mulx  furely  be  deemed  a curious  circumflance. 
It  cannot  be  attributed  to  a reunion  of  the 
divided  nerve,  Imce  (o  large  a portion  of  it 
was  removed  ; tor  I believe  in  timple  divifions 
of  the  nerves  by  accident,  fenfation  is  flow 
in  returning.  It  muff  I think  be  admitted 
that  fenfation  in  the  prefent  inflance  takes 
place  through  the  medium  of  the  communi- 
cating branches  of  thole  organs,  and  probably 
its  fpeedy  renovation  was  the  effed  of  their 
nnufually  adive  or  irritable  ftate. 

Nerves  flrikingly  refemble  arteries  in  their 
modes  of  communication,  fometimes  they 
conjoin  even  by  confidetable  branches,  fuch 
as  mull  be  manifeft,  in  common  difiedions; 
but  they  communicate  in  furprizing  numbers 
by  their  minute  ramifications.  This  circum- 
ftance is  not  perhaps,  fo  familiarly  known  to 
profefTional  men,  iince  it  cannot  be  perceived 
unlefs  in  the  courfe  of  a very  minute  direc- 
tion, and  to  under  (land  how  numerous  thefe 

communications  are,  the  reprefentations  given 

by 
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by  the  German  authors,  of  their  delicate  and 
laborious  diliedbions,  may  be  advantageouily 
consulted  *. 

The  communications  of  nerves  feem  alfo 
not  to  have  excited  much  attention  amomrft 

O 

phyfiologifts ; at  leaft  I have  not  met  with 
any  probable  conjecture  concerning  their  ufe. 
I fhall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  mention^ 
ing  as  briefly  as  poffible,  what  has  occurred 
to  me  on  that  fubjeCt. 

# 

The  opinions  of  Mr.  Hunter  refpe&ing  a 
iubtile  matter  inhering  in  the  brain  and 
nerves,  and  diffufed  throughout  the  body,  are 
I believe  generally  admitted,  though  varioufly 
exp  re  Ted.  Now  if  the  brain  and  nerves  be 
fuppofed  in  thofe  animals  who  poTefs  them, 
to  be  the  chief  if  not  the  foie  organs  for  the 
preparation  of  this  fubtile  matter,  then  it  ap- 
pears as  neceTary  that  the  nerves  fhould 
communicate,  as  that  the  arteries  fhould  do 

# See  Meckel’s  Representation  of  the  Nerves  of  the  Face, 
or  Frotfcher’s  of  the  Cervical  Nerves,  in  Ludwig’s  Opera 
Minora,  or  Walther’s  Plates. 


fo. 


fo.  For  if  the  continuity  of  the  trunk  of 
either  of  thefe  organs  were  deftroyed,  the 
parts  which  its  branches  i apply,  would  perifh 
were  it  not  for  their  communication  with  the 
minute  branches  of  other  adjacent  trunks. 
It  is  probable  that  one  of  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  important  organs  being  fupplied 
from  plexufes  of  nerves  is,  as  has  been  lug- 
gefied  by  Soemmerring,  that  fuch  effential 
or tran s fhould  never  want  that  animation  and 

O 

influence,  which  they  derive  from  the  nerves, 
even  fhould  ca’fuai  obftruftion  take  place  in 
forne  of  the  trunks  leading  to  fuch  a plexus. 
But  parts  lefs  effential  to  life,  equally  require 
that  fuch  interruption  of  the  nervous  energy 
fhould  be  guarded  againft.  Have  we  not  a 
plexus  formed  in  the  axilla,  prior  to  the  diftri- 
bution  of  nerves,  to  the  upper  extremities? 
do  not  the  facral  nerves  form  a plexus,  in 
order  to  form  the  ifchiadic  or  pofterior  crural 
nerve  ? and  may  not  the  fame  circumftancc 
be  affirmed  with  refped  to  the  anterior  cru- 
ral, and  obturator  nerves,  lines  they  aiiie 
from  the  complicated  union  of  the  lumbar 

nerves,  with  a branch  of  the  fir-ft  facral  nerve.- 

Thefe 
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I hefe  communications  of  the  nerves  may 
not  only  ferve  the  purpofe  which  has  been 
fuggefted,  but,  as  appears  from  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  a&ions  which  take  place  in  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  nerves  may,  by  them,  be 
propagated  to  the  fenforium,  and  thus  pro- 
duce fenfation.  Whether,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  the  original  painful  radons  of  the 
extremities  of  the  nerves  may  atraia  recur,  and 

J O ' 

be  -continued  throughout  the  communicating 
branches  r.o  the  fenforium,  the  future  prqgrefs 
oi  the  cale  will  determine. 


On  the  Removal  of  loofe  Suljlances  from  the 

Knee  Joint . 

I fhali  next  relate  a cafe  in  which  fo me  of 
thofe  loofe  fill) dances  that  are  frequently 

J.  J 

found  in  the  knee-joint  were  removed  by  an 
operation  ; becaufe  1 think  the  cafe  contains 
many  interefting  particulars,  and  becaufe  it 
will  aiford  me  an  opportunity  of  offering  a 
few  observations  on  the  neceflity  and  mode 
of  performing  fuch  an  operation.  Mr.  Cruik- 

Ihank 
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(hank  has  given  an  account  of  Mr.  Hunter’s 
practice  in  thefe  cafes,  but  without  a detail  of: 
particulars,  and  there  is  not,  I believe,  any 
detailed  account  of  ftich  an  operation  before 
the  public,  except  that  which  is  related  by 
Mr.  Ford,  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 
Mr.  Hey  has  of  late  recommended  a ban- 
dage to  keep  thefe  bodies  ftationary,  and  has 
related  feveral  inftances  of  its  efficacy,  and  of 
courfe  of  its  preventing  the  neceffity  of  un- 
dertaking a ferious  and  uncertain  operation. 
When  loofe  fubftances  ex  id  in  the  knee-joint, 
and  are  lodged  on  either  fide  of  the  patella, 
they  produce  but  little  inconvenience  ; but 
when  they  Hip  under  the  ligament  of  the 
patella,  and  become  interpofed  between  the 
condyles  of  the  os  femoiis  and  the  t.ibia,  th^y 
impede  progreffion,  and  caufe  pain,  and  fo 
much  injury  as  to  bring  on  inflammation  in 
the  joint.  If  the  extenfor  tendons,  the  pa- 
tella and  its  ligament,  can,  by  Mr.  Key’s 
bandage,  he  kept  ffeadily  preffed  again  fl  the 

coirefponding  parts  of  the  joint,  then  thefe 

bodies 
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bothies  mu  ft  remain  ftationary  on  one  or 
other  iide  of  the  patella,  and  the  patient  will 
he  exempted  from  the  inconvenience  and  in- 
jury which  their  motion  in  the  joint  occa- 
lions.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  necef- 
hty  tor  an  operation  is  obviated  ; but  in  the 
calc  which  I am  about  to  relate  the  bandage 
was  ot  no  avail,  for  reafons  which  will  appear 
in  the  relation.  It  is  not  improbable  alfo 
that  though  thefe  bodies  may  oecafion  much 
irritation  at  ftrft,  yet  that  the  joint  becoming 
accuftorned  to  their  ftimulus  may  afterwards 
be  lefs  afteded  by  their  prefence,  which  cir- 
cum  fiance  ought  to  be  adverted  to  and  afeer- 
tained  before  an  operation  be  undertaken. 


CASE. 

A man,  about  forty  years  of  age,  having 
fallen  trom  a ladder,  and  injured  his  knee, 
buffered  afterwards  a good  deal  from  inflam- 
mation in  the  joint.  The  joint  became  much 
better,  but  never  perfedly  recovered  ; and 
after  a year  had  elapfed  he  flipped  in  walk- 
ing,  and  again  injured  his  knee.  From  this 
time  he  oecame  fenflble  of  the  prefence  of 


two 
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two  moveable  bodies  in  the  joint,  which  in- 
commoded him  confiderably.  They  fre- 
quently, in  walking,  got  between  the  con- 
dyles of  the  os  fern  oris,  and  the  crucial  liga- 
ments, giving  him  gieat  pain  at  the  time, 
and  produced  heat  and  inflammation  of  the 
knee  afteryvards*  H.e  bore  this  inconveni- 
ence for  fever al  years,  till  at  length,  coming 
to  London,  he  refolved  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation  for  their  removal  if  it  were  recom- 
mended. When  I faw  him  there  was  a con- 
tiderable  quantity  of  fynovia  in  the  joint,  the 
knee  was  hotter  than  that  of  the  oppofte 
limb,  and  in  this  date  he  faid  it  ufually  was* 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  bringing  the  two 
loofe  fubftances  to  the  inner  fide  of  the  joint ; 
it  required  only  to  put  that  part  in  a depend- 
ing poftion,  and  thofe  bodies  defeended  by 
their  gravity  through  the  fluid,  and  were 
cafily  fixed  in  the  fituation  to  which  they  hat} 
fallen.  I could  bring  them  on  the  inner  fur- 
face  of  the  internal  condyle  of  the  os  femo- 
ra which  is  of  confiderable  extent,  and  by 


of  my  lingers  lo  as  to  de- 
a circle,  I could  prevent 
r again  into  the  cavity  of 


the 
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the  joint,  although  the  limb  might  be  moved, 
and  the  patient  prefs  firmly  againfl  them  with 
his  finger,  as  if  he  meant  to  pufh  them  into 
the  joint.  Yet  when  my  fingers,  which  thus 
confined  them  were  removed,  the  flightefl 
touch  caufed  them  to  difappear,  and  to  glide 
with  velocity  into  the  general  cavity  of  the 
joint. 

This  is  the  fituation,  and  the  manner  in 
which  I think  thefe  bodies  can  be  moft  con- 
veniently and  certainly  fixed.  The  inner 
furface  of  the  internal  condyle  of  the  os  fe- 
moris  prefents  an  extenfive  and  nearly  plain 
furface,  which  terminates  in  front  and  at  its  # 
upper  part  by  an  edge  which  forms  a portion 
of  a circle.  If  the  points  of  the  finger  be  firmly 
preffed  upon  this  edge  fo  as  to  form  a kind  of 
line  of  circumvallation  round  thefe  bodies,  they 
cannot  pafs  into  the  joint  in  this  dire&ion,  nor 
can  they  recede  in  any  other,  on  account  of 
the  tenfe  hate  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament. 
Here  thefe  fubftances  are  near  the  furface,  and 
may  be  diflindlly  felt;  and  there  is  nothing  to 
be  divided  in  order  to  expofe  them,  but  the  in- 
teguments, fafeia,  and  the  capfule  of  the  joint. 

S Mr, 
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Mr.  Cruikfhank  fays,  that  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
ferred removing  thefe  loofe  bodies  at  the  up- 
per part  of  the  joint,  as  there,  the  bag  which 
contains  the  fynovia  has  lefs  of  the  nature  of  a 
capfule.  Mr.  Ford,  in  a cafe  which  required 
the  operation  (and  which  is  related  in  the  Me- 
dical Obfervations  and  Inquiries),  extracted 
the  fubftance  on  the  oute-*  edge  of  the  patella  ; 
and  if  the  fubftance  is  large,  it  may  undoubt- 
edly be  extrao  ed  in  this  fituation.  In  the  cafe, 
which  I am  going  to  relate,  it  would  have  been 
impoflible  to  fix  the  loofe  fubftances  in  any 
other  fituation  than  that,  which  I have  de- 
feribed,  and  in  my  opinion  that  fituation 
muft  in  every  cafe  be  preferable  to  any 
other,  for  the  reafons  which  I have  men- 
tioned. 

I did  not  hefitate  to  undertake  the  removal 
of  the  bodies  in  the  prelent  cafe,  as  they 
could  he  fo  iecurely  fixed.  For  the  patient 
had  tried  bandages  without  any  advantage, 
which  perhaps  was  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
fluid  in  the  joint  preventing  them  from  a 0> 
5ng  in  the  manner  mentioned  above.  His 
fufferings  were  very  confiderable,  and  the 

ncceftary 
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neceflary  reftri£tion  in  exercife  extremely  in- 
convenient. I thought  it  right  to  reduce  the 
inflammation  of  the  joint  as  much  as  poflible, 
prior  to  the  operation,  and  with  this  view 
directed  the  application  of  leeches,  and  of 
linen  kept  conftantly  damp  with  Goulard’s 
wafh  : fome  aperient  medicine  was  alfo  given. 
By  thefe  means,  in  the  courfe  of  three  days, 
all  the  fluid  was  removed  from  the  joint,  and 
it  was  as  cool,  and  free  from  pain  and  in- 
flammation as  the  other  knee ; but  when  I 
endeavoured  to  get  thefe  bodies  into  the  fitu- 
ations  in  which  I had  formerly  fixed  them, 

I found  all  my  efforts  were  in  vain.  There 

0 

was  no  fluid  for  them  to  defcend  through, 
and  though  one  of  them  could  be  got  into 

the  fituation  which  we  wifhed,  we  could  not, 

* 

after  trying  nearly  an  hour  and  an  half,  fuc- 
ceed  in  getting  both  of  them  upon  the  con- 
dyle of  the  os  femoris.  I was  therefore 
obliged  to  let  the  patient  walk  about  a little, 
that  fome  more  fluid  might  be  effuled  into 
the  joint,  and  then  I could  bring  them  both 
into  the  fame  fituation,  and  fix  them  as  readily 
as  before. 

S 2 


The 
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The  operation  was  done  in  the  following 
manner.  Sir  Charles  Blicke,  who  affixed  me, 
preffed  the  integuments  of  the  knee,  gently 
towards  the  internal  condyle,  and  then  ap- 
plied his  fingers  in  the  manner  I have  de- 
fcribed,  round  the  circular  edge  of  the  bone. 
I alfo  drew  the  integuments  gently  towards 
the  inner  ham-ftring,  and  divided  them  Ion- 
gitudinally,  immediately  over  the  loofe  fub- 
ftance,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  an  half. 
This  withdrawing  of  the  integuments  from 
their  natural  fituation  was  defigned  to  prevent 
a direct  correfpondence  in  the  fituation  of  the 
external  wound,  and  that  of  the  capfule  of  the 
joint;  for  when  the  integuments  were  fuffered 
to  regain  their  natural  pofition,  the  wound  in 
them  was  nearer  to  the  patella,  than  the 
wound  which  was  made  in  the  capfule.  The 
fafcia  which  covers  the  joint  being  expofed 
by  the  divifion  of  the  integuments,  it  was 
divided  in  a fimilar  direction,  and  nearly  to 
the  fame  extent.  The  capfule  was  now  laid 
bare,  and  I gently  divided  it  to  the  extent  of 
half  an  inch,  where  it  covered  one  of  the  hard 
fubftances,  which  fuddenly  flipped  through 

the 
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tlie  opening,  and  by  prefling  gently  upon  the 
other,  it  alio  came  through  at  the  fame  part. 
The  bodies  which  were  thus  removed,  were 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  and 
half  an  inch  in  breadth.  They  had  a highly 
polifhed  furface,  and  were  hard  like  cartilage. 
The  fluid  contained  in  the  joint  was  prefled 
toward  the  wound,  and  about  two  ounces  of 
fynovia  were  difcharged.  I then  drew  the 
wound  of  the  integuments  gently  towards  the 
patella,  prefled  the  two  Tides  together,  and 
clofed  it  accurately  with  flicking  plafter,  en- 
joining the  patient  to  keep  the  limb  as  free 
from  motion  as  poflible. 

No  inflammation  took  place  in  the  knee, 
either  on  that  day,  or  the  following;  but  on 
the  lecond  night  after  the  operation  the  pa- 
tient fuffered  a good  deal  of  pain,  and  in  the 
morning  the  joint  felt  hot,  and  was  diftended 
with  fluid  as  it  had  been  before  the  operation. 

I now  removed  the  dreflings,  and  found  the 
wound  was  clofed;  but  I felt  very  apprehen- 
five  left  the  inflammation  of  the  joint  con- 
tinuing, the  colledion  of  fluid  ftiould  alfo 

increafe. 
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increafe,  and  by  diftending  the  capfule,  caule 
the  wound  to  open.  Having  already  feen  in 
this  cafe  the  beneficial  effe&s  of  evaporating 
wadies,  which  by  diminishing  the  heat  of  a 
part  check  its  tendency  to  inflammation,  I 
was  defirous  of  re-applying  them.  In  order 
to  prevent  thefe  applications  from  loofening 
the  fticking-plafter,  and  caufing  the  expofure 
of  the  wound,  I made  uie  of  an  expedient, 
which  I have  frequently  employed,  and 
which  from  its  utility  I think  deferves  to  be 
mentioned.  After  having  fupported  the  fides 
of  the  wound  in  their  fituation  by  adhefive 
pi  afters  as  at  firft,  I put  over  them  a piece 
of  linen  which  extended  beyond  them  in 
every  direction.  This  linen  was  made  to 

j 

adhere  to  the  furrounding  Skin,  by  fmearing 
over  the  edge  with  a folution  of  fealing-wax 
in  alcohol,  and  afterwards  varnifhing  the 
linen  over  with  the  lame  folution.  I he  al- 
cohol having  evaporated,  and  the  fealing-wax 
remaining,  no  liquid  could  penetrate  and  de* 
tach  the  fticking-plafter.  This  is  the  fame 
varnifh  with  which  fome  parts  of  electrical 

machines  are  coated,  and  its  power  of  re- 
2 maining 
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maining  unaffected  by  moidure  and  niode- 
rate  warmth  is  well  known. 


Folded  linen  kept  dampt  with  laudanum 
and  water  was  now  applied,  in  the  proportion 
of  an  ounce  of  the  former  to  a quart  of  the 
latter.  This  wafh  I prefer,  for  the  purpofe 
above  mentioned,  to  Goulard’s  wafh  ; for  the 
precipitated  powder  contained  in  the  latter  is 
up*,  to  till  the  interfaces  of  the  linen,  and  pre- 
vent its  imbibing  the  wafh,  fo  that  the  requifite 
evaporation  does  not  go  on.  Thefe  applica- 
tions quickly  diminifhed  the  heat  of  the  knee, 
anti  the  quantity  of  fluid  contained  in  the  joint 
fpeedily  decreafed.  1 he  wound  was  daily 
didlcd,  and  in  a week  was  firmly  healed  * and 
in  a fortnight  the  patient  might  be  faid  to  he 
well.  He  has  fmce  the  operation  walked  as 
much  as  he  was-  accu  domed  to  do,  and  lias 
not  found  the  lead  inconvenience. 


F IN  J S. 
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PREFACE. 


It  is  now  nearly  feven  years  fince  Mr. 
Boodle,  ot  Ongar,  in  Effex,  told  me  that,  in 
his  opinion,  many  nervous  difeafes,  and  many 
pulmonary  affections,  originate  in  a diforder 
of  the  Liver.  He  regretted  his  inability  to 
inveffigate  the  fubjeft  by  diffection,  and  urged 
me  to  endeavour  to  afcertain,  by  that  method, 
how  far  his  ideas  were  well  founded,  or  other- 
vvife.  The  refult  of  thefe  enquiries  is  related 

at  the  conclufion  of  the  full  paper  in  this 
volume. 
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Vi 

Having  thus  been  led  to  pay  attention  td 
disorders  of  the  digellive  organs,  and  their 
connexion  with  other  difeales,  in  tlie  i elation 
of  caufe  or  effed ; the  importance  of  the  in- 
veftigation  in  which  I had  engaged  gradually 
increafed  in  my  eftimation.  I foon  percei\ed 
that  the  fubjed  was  of  the  higheft  conlequence 
in  the  pradice  of  forgery ; for  local  difeafes 
difturb  the  functions  of  the  digeftive  organs  ; 
and,  converfelv,  a deranged  hate  of  thole  or- 
gans, either  occurring  in  confequence  of  Inch 
fympatby,  or  exilting  primarily  as  an  original 
difeafe,  materially  affedts  the  progrefs  of  local 
complaints.  The  facts  which  I have  colleded, 
and  the  obfervations  which  I have  made  rela- 
tive to  thefe  fubjcds,  will  be  found  in  the 
fubfequent  paper.  It  fecms  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  promulgate  any  ufeful  fads  which 
he  may  poffefs,  relating  to  an  important  fub- 
jed,  in  order  to  excite  general  attention  to  it ; 
by  which  the  knowledge  of  that  fubjed  is 

likely  to  obtain  the  greatell  and  molt  rapid 
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increafe.  Influenced  by  this  confi  deration, 
and  believing  that  the  facts  which  I have  col- 
lected merit  attention,  I fubmit  them  to  the 
judgment  of  the  publick. 

It  is  no  more  than  juft  ice  to  Hate,  that 
opinions  of  a fimilar  kind,  with  refpedt  to  the 
influence  of  the  hepatic  function  on  various 
forms  of  difeafe,  have,  for  fome  years  pall, 
been  delivered  by  Dr.  Curry,  Phyfician  to 
Guy’s  Hofpital,  in  his  lectures,  upon  the  The- 
ory and  Practice  of  Medicine ; and  that  our 
furprife  was  mutual,  at  finding  fuch  coinci- 
dence of  fentiment  upon  a fubjeCt  hitherto  fo 
little  adverted  to.  Until  Dr.  Curry,  however, 

Ihall  lay  the  refult  of  his  labours  before  the 

♦ r 

publick,  which  he  is  now  preparing  to  do,  it 
is  impoffible  to  fay  how  far  our  ideas  may 

i * • < f 

corrcfpond  in  the  detail  ; but  when  two  per- 
sons begin  an  inveftigation  with  principles 
nearly  fimilar,  if  is  not,  perhaps,  unreafonablc 
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to  expect,  that  the  facts  which  they  collect, 
and  the  obfervations  which  they  make,  though 
in  different  lines  of  the  profeffion,  will  be 
found  mutually  to  fupport  and  illultrate  each 
jpther. 


i 


On  thofe  Difoidas  of  the  Syfi'em  in  general,  and. 
of  the  digejhve  Organs  in  particular,  which 
accompany  local  Difeafes,  and  which,  whether 
they  be  fympathetic  or  idiopathic,  co.ifidcrably 
objlruct  the  Cure  of  thfe  Difeafes. 


An  evil  feems  to  me  to  have  arifen  from 
the  artificial  divifion  of  the  healing  art  into 
the  medical  and  furgical  departments.  This 
divifion  has  cauled  the  attention  of  the  phv- 
fician  and  furgeon  to  be  too  excltifivelv  di- 
freded  to  thofe  difeafes,  which  cuftom  has  arbi- 
1 trarilJ  allotted  to  their  care.  The  effeds  of 
l-local  diforders  upon  the  conftitution  have  in 
iconfequence,  been  too  little  attended  to ; and 
atuleed  I know  of  no  book,  to  which  I can 
refer  a furgical  Undent  for  a fatisfadorv  ac- 
-ount  of  thole  febrile  and  nervous  affedions, 
'duch  local  difeafe  produces,  except  that  of 
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Mr.  Hunter*.  The  reciprocal  operation  of 
conftitutional  diforders  upon  local  difeafes  has 
obtained  ftill  lei's  attention.  To  invettigate 
more  particularly  fome  parts  of  thefe  fubjects, 
and  to  bring  them  forwards  to  public  notice, 
are  the  propofed  objects  of  the  preient  paper. 

No  part  of  the  animal  body  can  be  very 
conliderably  difordered,  without  occationing 
a correfpondent  derangement  of  the  whole 
conftitution.  Such  diforder  has  been  confr.- 
dered  by  Mr.  Hunter  as  the  refult  of  univerfal 
fympathy.  This  confent  of  the  whole  con- 
ftitution  with  its  parts,  manifefts  itfelf,  in  par- 
ticular inttances,  by  a greater  dillurbance  of 
the  functions  of  fome  organs  than  of  others ; 
and  from  this  circumftance  thefe  dileafes  have 
derived  the  appellations,  by  which  they  are 
commonly  diltinguilhed.  If  the  adions  of 
the  fanguiferous  fyftem  be  principally  dil- 
turbcd,  and  the  temperature  of  the  body  fub- 
jcct  to  unnatural  variations,  the  diieale  is 
termed  fever : if  the  nervous  fyftem  be  chiefly 

* Treatife  on  the  Blootlr  Inflammation,  8cc. 

affected, 
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affeihed,  a Hate  ot  vigilance  or  of  delirium  may 
be  produced : conVulfions  and  tetanus  take  place 
■when  the  mufcular  fyflem  is  more  particularly 
difordered.  1 hough  the  efpecial  diforder  of 
particular  organs  thus  gives  a character  and 
denomination  to  the  dileale,  it  is  fufficientlv 
evident,  in  every  inflance,  that  the  whole 
conflitution  is  difturbed,  and  that  parts  of  it 
are  chiefly  affe&ed,  perhaps  from  unknown 
circum fiances  relative  to  the  nervous  fyflem, 
or  it  may  be  from  a predifpofition  to  diforder 
exifting  in  the  parts,  which  are  chiefly  a Hefted. 
It  feems  to  be  afcertained,  that  perfons  of 
particular  conftitutions  are  predifpofcd  to  thofe 
febrile  actions  of  the  fanguiferous  fyflem, 
which  conftitute  the  inflammatory  fever ; that 
there  is  a propenlity  to  convulfions  in  chil- 
dren, and  to  tetanus  in  the  inhabitants  of 
warm  climates. 

\ 

It  ih ay  be  a fit  fubjedt  for  enquirf,  whether 
it  be  poflible  for  particular  organs  to  become 
affedled  otherwile,  than  through  the  medium 
of  the  nervous  fyflem  in  general.  Though 
fome  in  fiances  of  fympathy  are  ftrange,  and 
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perhaps  inexplicable,  it  mutt,  I think,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  inflammatory  fe\  ci , the  flute 
of  vigilance  and  delirium,  convulfions  and  te- 
tanus, which  arife  in  confecjuence  Oi  injuries 
of  the  limbs,  are  produced  by  irritation  im- 
parted to  the  brain,  which,  by  a kind  of  re- 
flected operation,  occaflons  a greater  ditorder 
of  fome  organs  than  of  others,  and  thus  gives 
a character  and  denomination  to  the  diieafe. 

That  the  flomach  and  bowels  are  difordered 
by  injuries  and  difeafes  of  parts  of  the  body, 
has  been  remarked  by  various  perfons;  but 
the  fubjeCt  has  never  been  extenfively  fur- 
veyed,  nor  viewed  with  that  accuracy  of  ob- 
iervation,  which  its  high  importance  merits* 
It  has  been  oblerved  that  lprains  of  tendinous 
or  ligamentous  parts  produce  hidden  lickneis ; 
and  Mr.  Hunter  has  attributed  that  fhivering 
which  is  confequent  to  accidents,  and  attendant 
on  fome  difeafes,  to  the  flute  of  the  flomach. 
It  is  alfo  known  that,  in  lome  local  injuries 
from  accident  or  operations,  the  flomach  has 
appeared  to  be  the  part  principally  a libeled. 

But  thefe  remarks  have  been  made  only  m a 

curfory 
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curfory  manner;  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
examine  the  lubjecH  more  particularly.  The 
connexion  of  local  difeafes  with  the  Hate  of 
the  conHitution  in  general  alfo  appears  to  me 
either  not  fufhciently  underHood  or  not  duly 
regarded  bv  the  generality  of  practitioners  ; and 
to  this  fubject  I alfo  mean  to  claim  their  particular 
attention.  I lhall  in  the  frit  place  felect  two 
cafes  to  fhew  how  the  Homach  and  bowels, 
or,  to  fpeak  yet  more  extenfively,  the  digeftive 
organs  may  be  affected  from  local  d ifordcr. 

CASE. 

A healthy  gentleman,  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  was  induced  to  fubmit  to  an 
operation  for  the  return  of  an  adherent  omen- 
tal hernia,  rather  in  order  to  remove  the  in- 
convenience and  apprehenfion  which  the  dis- 
order occafioned,  than  from  any  urgent  ne- 
ceflity ; for  any  increafed  exertion  in  walking 
or  riding  produced  the  defcent  of  a portion 
of  inteHine  behind  the  thickened  omentum, 
and  obliged  him  to  Hop,  and  replace  it : and 

he 
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lie  frequently  could  not  accompMi  the  reduce 
tion  without  contiderable  difficulty.  The  ap- 
plication of  trulTes  had  been  quite  ineffectual 
in  obviating  thefe  alarming  inconveniepcies. 


The  patient’s  diet  on  the  day  preceding  the 
operation  was  fcanty,  and  coniifled  of  fluid 
fubitances.  He  took  on  the  morning  of  the 
operation  fome  Epfom  felts  and  manna,  which 
operated  twice,  and  teemed  to  have  emptied 
his  bowels.  A portion  of  the  omentum  was 
cut  off,  and  the  remainder  was  returned  after 
two  veffels  had  been  tied.  The  operation 
was  followed  by  general  dilorder  of  the  con- 
ititution,  manifefted  by  a full  and  thong  pulfe, 
furred  tongue,  great  anxiety,  reftleffnefs,  and 
total  want  of  fleep.  The  flomach  was  par- 
ticularly affected,  being  defended,  uneaiy  on 
compreffion,  and  rejecting  every  thing  that 
was  fwallowed.  He  was  bled  largely  in  the 
evening,  and  took  feline  medicines,  but  could 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  f wallow  any  thing  elie, 
except  fome  toad:  and  water.  I he  ficknefs 
had  in  feme  degree  abated  on  the  next  day. 
A iblution  of  magnefia  vitriolata  in  mint  water 


OF  THE  DIGESTIVE  ORGANS,  &C.  7 

was  prefcribed  in  fmall  occafional  doles,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  difteniion  of  the  ftomach, 
and  the  unpleafant  ftate  of  the  tongue,  by 
procuring  fome  difcharge  from  the  bowels  *. 
In  the  courie  of  the  day  he  took  an  ounce  of 
the  falts,  which  was  not  rejected  by  the 
ftomach,  yet  he  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed 


* Patients  not  unfrequently  fuffer  much  after  operations  from 
diiorder  of  the  ftomach,  and  fometimes  die  apparently  in  conie- 
quence  of  this  affeftion,  and  not  from  local  mifchief.  In  thefe 
cafes  opium  fometimes  fails  to  quiet  the  irritability  of  the  fto- 
mach ; and  I have  always  conftdered  it  as  a primary  object  to 
produce  fecretions  into  the  bowels,  as  1 have  oblerved  that,  if 
difeharges  can  be  procured  per  anum,  the  ftomach  becomes  tran- 
quil. The  magnefia  vitriolata  diftblved  in  common  mint  water 
or  peppermint  water,  in  fmall  and  repeated  doles,  and  clyfters, 
are,  I believe,  generally  direfted  to  produce  this  eftedt.  It  rauft 
be  acknowledged  that  it  is  diforder  of  the  brain  that  affefts  the 
ftomach}  but  the  re -a  ft  ion  of  the  latter  affeftion  increafes.  and 
maintains  the  former,  by  which  it  was  produced.  Thefe  cafes 
are  exceedingly  various  with  regard  to  the  degree  and  kind  of 
the  diforder ; fometimes  the  brain  leems  the  part  chiefly  aflefted, 
and  the  nervous  energy  appears  to  be  greatly  impaired.  In  fuch 
cates  cordials  feem  to  be  the  only  medicine  that  can  be  pre- 
icribed  with  probable  benefit.  Sometimes  a low  kind  of  deli- 
rium takes  place,  with  but  a flight  degree  of  febrile  aft  ion. 
Sometimes  the  delirium  is  more  violent,  and  the  febrile  a6tions 
are  proportionably  increaled,  attended  with  fubfuhus  of  the 
amides  and  occafional  convulftons. 


upon 
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upon  to  take  any  thing  elfe.  The  tongue 
was  hill  covered  by  a thick  yellow  lur ; the 
dun  was  hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulfe  frequent. 
As  there  was  no  particular  tendernefs  about 
the  hypogaftric  region,  he  was  not  again  bled. 
The  lecond  night  palled  without  the  lead 
deep.  As  the  faits  had  produced  no  effect, 
the  fame  medicine  was  ordered  in  an  infufion 
of  fenna,  with  the  addition  of  fome  of  the 
tincture,  which,  by  being  given  in  very 
fmall  dofes,  was  retained.  As,  however, 
no  effect  feemed  likely  to  reiult  from  this 
medicine,  a grain  of  calomel  was  given  at 
night,  and  repeated  on  the  following  morning. 
Still  the  loathing  of  food  continued.  The 
third  night  paifed,  Iikc  the  former  ones,  \\  ith- 
out  the  leaft  lleep,  and  with  great  anxiety. 
On  the  next  morning,  two  pills,  containing 
five  grains  of  the  pib  colocynth,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  the  pil.  aloet.  cum  mvrrha,  were 
given  every  fourth  hour,  ihefe  procured  no 
ftool,  nor  produced  anyfenfation  w hich  inclined 
the  patient  to  believe  that  they  would  ope- 
rate. Again  he  palled  a night  without  deep ; 
but,  towards  the  morning,  he  felt  his  bowels 

apparently 
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apparently  filling,  to  life  his  own  expreflion, 
and  a profufe  difcharge  enfued.  A dozen  co- 
pious, fetid,  and  black  evacuations  took  place 
between  five  and  ten  o’clock,  and  he  had  fe- 
veral  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ; after 
this,  his  appetite  returned,  his  tongue  be- 
came clean,  and  found  and  continued  deep 
fucceeded. 

That  the  chylopoietic  organs  were  in  this 
cafe  the  parts  chiefly  affected,  can  fcarcely  be 
queitioned.  The  licknels,  the  tendernefs 
pf  the  parts  in  the  epigaftric  region,  the  dif- 
like  to  receive  any  thing  into  the  domach, 
and  the  ftate  of  the  tongue,  all  drew  that  the 
ftomach  was  much  difordered.  The  infufcep- 
fibiiity  of  the  bowels  to  be  operated  on  by 
tliofe  medicines,  which  would  ordinarily  have 
produced  di (charges  from  them,  and  the  pro- 
fufe evacuation  w hich  afterwards  enfued,  and 
relieved  the  patient,  fhew  that  thele  vifcera 
participated  in  the  affedion.  The  black  co- 
lour of  the  difcharges  diews,  I think,  that  the 
lecretion  of  the  bile  was  not  healthy.  It  is 

probable  that  fome  portion  of  the  evacuated 

¥ 
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juatter  proceeded  from  tlie  liver,  in  winch 
cafe  it  might  be  juftly  inferred  that  this 
organ  was  affedted  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  the  chylopoietic  vifeera. 

It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  injury  done  to 
the  omentum  might  contribute  to  produce  the 
diforder  of  thefe  organs,  rather  than  of 
others.  We  do  not,  however,  find  that  fuch 
effedfs  commonly  lucceed  to  limilar  operations. 
The  ill  confequences  in  the  pretent  cafe  were 
greater  than  might  perhaps  have  been  expec- 
ted, if  it  were  not  known,  that  an  opeiation 
performed  on  a healthy  patient  is  more  apt 
to  produce  contiderable  diforder,  than  w here 
the  conititution  has  previoufly  luftained  the 
irritation  of  a difeafe,  for  which  the  operation 
becomes  neceffary. 

It  is  probable  alfo  that  the  reftleffnefs  and 
anxiety  of  the  patient  were  aggravated,  it  not 
principally  caufed  by  the  hate  of  the  chylo- 
poietic vifeera ; fincc  the  relief  which  took 
place  in  thofe  parts  on  the  renewal  of  fecre- 

tions  into  them,  certainly  removed  the  nervous 

• fy  mptoms. 
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fymptoms.  That  the  difcharges  were  the 
effect  of  lecretion  is  proved  by  the  abfence 
of  alimentary  matter  in  tbe  bowels,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ad: ion  of  the  purgative  admi- 
nillered  on  the  morning  of  the  operation,  and 
the  abftinence  both  before  and  after  that 
period*. 

i 

I could  relate  numerous  cafes  in  fupport  of 
the  inferences,  which  I have  drawn  from  the 
preceding  hi  ftory  ; that  local  irritation  affed- 
ing  the  nervous  fyttem  may  occaiion  a lubfe- 
quent  affection  of  the  digeftive  organs  of  a 


* Two  inftances  are  recorded  in  Mr.  Pott’s  Works  of  the 
operation  for  the  reduftion  of  an  hernia  being  performed  where 
no  ftrangulation  exifted,  See  Pott’s  Works,  vol.  III.  pp.  295, 
299,  edition  of  1783. 

The  operation  in  the  cafe  juft  related  was  undertaken  upon 
the  authority  of  thefe  cafes,  which  were  both  fuccefsful.  I per- 
formed a fimilar  operation  on  a patient,  whofe  life  had  been  twice 
in  imminent  hazard  from  ftrangulation,  in  a cafe  of  adherent 
epiplocele,  in  which  a t rut's  did  not  keep  up  the  hernia.  This 
operation  was  followed  by  violent  peritonitis,  which  could  oulr 
be  fubdued  by  fuch  copious  and  repeated  venaefe&ion,  as  endan- 
gered the  patient’s  life.  Thefe  cafes  have  made  fuch  an  im- 
prtdlion  on  my  mind,  that  I lhould  be  very  averfe  in  future  t® 
undertake  fimilar  experiments. 
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mod  momentous  nature,  and  which  appears 
to  be  the  fource  of  great  general  diforder  ot  the 
iyftem,  becaufe  an  amendment  taking  place 
in  the  hate  of  thofe  vilcera,  a correfponding 
alleviation  of  the  general  fymptoms  enlues* 
.Such  cafes  fucceeding  to  great  local  irritation 
mud  frequently  occur  to  every  one ; it  is 
therefore  unnecefiary  to  adduce  more  in  (lances* 

I diall  however  relate  another  cafe  to  con- 
firm the  opinions  which  I have  delivered, 
becaufe  it  appears  to  me  to  elucidate  ftill  more 
my  prefent  fubjedl. 

4 * 

CASE. 

A gentleman  fell  with  his  leg  between  the 
bars  of  an  iron  grating,  which  ferved  as  a win- 
dow to  a cellar.  The  part  was  much  bruifed, 
the  Ikin  grazed,  and  the  tibia  broken  into 
three  or  four  pieces  at  its  upper  extremity. 
The  limb  was  put  up  in  fplints  by  a neigh- 
bouring furgeon,  and  the  next  day  the  patient 

yequeded  to  fee  me  in  confultation.  I at- 
tended 
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tended  tor  a few  days,  but  every  thing  went 
on  io  well,  that  1 dilcontinued  my  regular 
vilits,  and  only  called  occafionally,  without 
feeing  the  limb.  There  was  no  inflammation ; 
the  fwelling  which  had  been  occalioned  by 
the  bruiie  had  fubfided,  and  where  the  lkin 
liad  been  grazed,  two  ov  three  trivial  ulcers 
had  taken  place,  which  obliged  the  furgeon  to 
open  the  bandages  and  drefs  them  daily.  The 
patient  s health  had  been  lo  good,  that  about 
three  or  four  weeks  after  the  accident,  he  had 
lbme  friends  to  dine  with  him  in  his  room, 
and  afterwards  played  at  cards  with  them, 
and  parted  with  them,  in  the  evening,  in  high 
lpirits.  In  the  middle  of  the  fame  night,  the  pa- 
tient fuddenly  became  delirious,  and  I was  lent 
tor  to  meet  the  other  furgeon  in  conlultation. 
rlhe  delirium  was  then  fo  great,  that  the  pa- 
tient knew  not  the  perfons  in  the  room.  On 
looking  at  the  leg,  with  a view  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  ot  this  unexpected  occurrence, 
it  was  found,  that  one  of  the  ulcers  of  the 
skin  on  the  outlide  of  the  limb,  on  which 
his  polition  had  produced  lbme  prelfure,  had 
become  deep,  and  apparently  penetrated  the 

fafeia,  ’ 
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fafcia,  fo  as  to  communicate  with  the  frac- 
lured  bone,  and  thus  had  converted  a fimple 
into  a compound  fracture.  To  this  event  we 
could  not  but  attribute  the  Hidden  irritation 
of  the  cortfiitution,  and  the  delirium.  Opium 
was  immediately  given,  which  quieted  this 
difturbanee  in  a considerable  degree,  fo  that 
on  the  next  day  the  pulfe  was  more  tranquil, 
and  there  was  no  delirium.  On  the  following 
day  his  ftomach  became  alicdted  ; he  was  tick, 
could  take  nothing  by  the  mouth,  had  the 
hiccough,  and  his  abdomen  was  diftended  like 
that  of  a perfon  in  tympanitis ; whilh  the 
fenfes  and  intellect  were  not  difordered  as  they 
had  been.  In  this  hate  he  continued  about 
twenty-four  hours,  when  his  fufferings  were 
terminated  by  death.  As  fomc  fulpicions  had 
arilen  that  the  head  or  abdomen  might  ha\  e 
been  hurt  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the 
body  was  infpected ; but  no  injury  of  thelc 
parts  was  difeovered.  Tpon  examining  the 
leg,  it  was  found  that  the  external  wound 
communicated  with  the  fractured  tibia,  Inch 
was  broken  into  feveral  pieces ; loine  ot  the 
fractures,  afeending  in  a perpendicular  direc- 
tion. 
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tion,  communicated  with  the  joint  of  the 
knee. 

i 

In  this  cafe  the  difceafe  w^as  of  too  fhort 
duration  for  obfervations  to  be  made  refpeft- 
ing  the  fecretions  of  the  chylopoietic  organs ; 
but  it  was  evident  that  there  w^as  a complete 
atony  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  The 
Confideration  of  fuch  cafes  as  thofe  which 
have  been  related,  have  convinced  me  that 
local  irritation  may  produce  a great  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs.  It  mud,  I think,  be 
granted,  that  it  produces  fuch  effects  through 
the  medium  of  the  nervous  fy Item,  and  that, 
by  a kind  of  reflected  operation,  the  digeitive 
organs  become  affedted  fo  that  the  mod  mani- 
fed  and  greated  diforder  feems  to  exid  in 
them. 

Now,  it  vehement  local  irritation  can  pro- 
duce lo  violent  a didurbance  of  the  chylo- 
poietic  organs,  it  may  be  expected  that  a lefs 
degree  of  a dmilar  caule  will  produce  flighter 
effects  of  the  fame  nature.  Indeed,  the  fore- 
going cafes  were  related  not  merely  becaufe 

they 
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they  Teemed  worthy  of  record  by  themfelves 
(for  fuch  hi  dories  are  but  rarely  met  with  in 
medical  books),  but  chiefly  to  prepare  the 
reader  for  the  obfervations  which  are  to 
follow. 


This  dighter  kind  of  derangement  occurs  in 
cancerous  complaints,  which  rarely  fail  to  be 
accompanied  with  diforder  of  the  abdominal 
vifcera ; to  which  affection  I am  induced  in 


general  to  attribute  * that  difficulty  of  breath^ 
ing  which  has  been  fo  generally  remarked  in 
the  lad  dages  of  the  difeafe.  We  find  the 
fame  date  of  the  chylopoietic  organs  in  the 
advanced  dages  of  lumbar  ablcefs,  compound 
fractures,  and  all  kinds  of  local  difeafe,  which 
impart  confiderable  and  continued  irritation 
to  the  whole  conditution.  We  alfo  find  a 
lefs  important  dileale,  as  for  indance,  a fretful 
ulcer,  keep  up  a diforder  of  the  fydem  in  ge- 
neral and  of  the  digedive  organs  in  particular, 


which  fubddes  as  the  irritable  date  of  the  ulcer 
diminifhes.  But  as  practitioners  in  general 
tpay  not  perhaps  have  fo  attentively  remarked 


* See  Surgical  Obfervations,  Vol.  I. 
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thefc  circum  fiances  as  to  be  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  them,  it  may  be  uleful  to  men- 
tion a very  common  occurrence,  which 
cannot  have  efcaped  obfervation.  I allude  to 
the  effecls  ot  the  irritation  of  teething  upon  the 
health  of  children.  The  Brain  is  fometimes 
fo  affected  as  to  caule  corivulilons ; the  digeftive 
organs  are  almofi  conftantly  difordered.  The 
appetite  fails  ; the  tongue  is  furred ; the  fecre- 
tions  of  the  liver  are  either  fufpended,  defi- 
cient, or  vitiated.  The  bowels  are  cither  purged 
or  coftive,  and  the  feces  fetid.  The  fecal  mat- 
ter is  often  mixed  wdth  mucous  and  other 
fecretions.  There  is  alfo  frequently  a very 
troublefome  cough.  Such  fymptoms  gene- 
rally lublide  when  the  local  irritation  ceafes, 
but  fometimes  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
♦igans,  thus  excited,  continues  and  dilturbs 
the  general  health  of  the  patient. 

I 

If  local  irritation  be  capable  of  difordering 
• the  bowels,  we  naturally  conclude  that  it 
:afts  upon  them  through  the  medium  of  the 
Ibrain.  If  alio  the  brain  and  nervous  lyftem 
Aould  be  difordered,  without  any  apparent 

local 
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local  difeafe,  we  might  expedt  fimilar  derange- 
ments  in  the  functions  ot  the  digeflive  or- 
gans. In  cafes,  where  fome  morbific  poifon  is 
abforbed,  which  produces  effedls  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  fyphilis,  we  frequently  find  the  gene- 
ral irritation  of  the  conftitution  accompanied 
alfo  with  that  diforder  of  the  bowels,  which  I 
now  proceed  more  particularly  to  delcribe. 

This  flighter  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic 
organs  is,  in  general,  manifefled  by  a dimi- 
nution of  the  appetite  and  digeflion,  flatu- 
lence, and  unnatural  colour  and  fetor  of 
the  excretions,  which  are  generally  deficient 
in  quantity.  The  tongue  is  dry,  whitifli,  or 
furred,  particularly  at  the  back  part;  this 
fymptom  is  mofl  apparent  in  the  morning. 
As  the  difeafe  advances,  a tendernefs  is  felt 
when  the  epigaflric  region  is  compreffed,  and 
the  patient  breathes  more  by  the  ribs,  and  lefs 
by  the  diaphragm  than  in  the  healthy  Hate.  1 he 
urine  is  frequently  turbid.  I am  inclined  to 
impute  thefe  fymptoms  (for  reafons  which  will 
be  hereafter  mentioned)  to  an  irritable  date  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs,  which  is  accompanied 
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by  a deficiency  or  depravity  of  thofe  fecretions, 
upon  the  healthy  quality  of  which,  the  right 
performance  of  their  functions  depends.  As  all 
the  fecretions  poured  into  the  alimentary  canal 
are  colourlefs,  except  the  bile,  in  that  alone 
can  any  defect  or  depravity  be  difcovered  by 
infpedtion. 

Before  I proceed,  I may  be  allowed  to 
enter  more  fully  into  a confideration  of 
the  fymptoms  which  denote  diforder  of  the 
digefUve  organs;  in  order  to  induce  fur- 
geons  to  pay  that  ftridfc  attention  to  them, 
which  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  fo 
well  deferves.  It  would  indeed  be  impof- 
fible  for  the  reader  to  underhand,  without 
fuch  prefatory  obfervations,  my  object  in 
the  treatment  of  the  cafes  which  will  pre- 
fently  be  related,  or  the  opinions  which  I have 
formed,  relative  to  their  mode  of  cure. 

Hie  changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in 
the  digehive  organs  of  the  more  complicated 
animals  are  threefold ; and  diliinct  organs  are 
allotted  to  each  of  the  three  precedes.  Diget- 

c 2 tion 
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tion  takes  place  in  the  ftoinach , chylification 
in  the  fmall  inteftines ; and  a third  procefs, 
hitherto  undenominated,  is  performed  in  the 
large  inteftines.  It  is  probable  that  in  fome 
cafes,  one  let  of  organs  may  be  more  difordered 
than  the  others,  and  of  courfe  one  ot  thefe 
procelfes  may  fail  more  than  the  rell.  For 
inftance,  the  ftomach  may  digeft  the  food  in 
a healthy  manner,  although  the  inteftines  do 
not  perform  their  fhare  of  the  changes,  which 
they  ought  to  effect. 

Diforder  of  the  ftomach  is  generally  mani- 
fefted  by  the  ltate  of  the  tongue.  If  there  be 
no  fever  to  difturb  the  fecretions  in  general, 
the  change  which  is  vifible  in  the  tongue  can  be 
imputed  to  no  other  caufe  than  local  difeafe, 
or  a participation  in  a diforder  of  the  ftomach 
or  lungs.  Local  irritation  or  mental  anxiety 
will  caufe  a white  and  dry  tongue ; but  does 
not  this  effect  arife  through  the  medium  ot  an 
affection  of  the  ftomach  ? For  although  the 
fecretions  of  the  tongue  muff  partake  oi  the 
general  difturbance  which  prevails  in  fever, 
their  efpecial  diforder  may  be,  in  that  cafe 
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not  improperly  attributed  to  the  ftate  of 
the  ftomach. 

The  Hate  of  the  tongue  is,  in  general,  an 
infallible  criterion  of  a difordered  condition 
of  the  itomach;  but  it  does  not  point  out 
the  kind  and  degree  ot  that  diforder.  In  re- 
cent and  conliderable  affections,  where  the 
appetite  is  loll,  and  the  digeltive  powers  are 
greatly  impaired,  the  appearances  of  the  tongue 
are  by  no  means  fo  Hrikingly  unhealthy  as  in 
more  confirmed  cafes,  where  neither  the  ap- 
petite nor  digeffion  appear  materially  deficient. 
It  is  probable  that  a continuance  of  irritation  in 
the  Itomach  may  lb  affeCt  the  tongue,  as  to 
render  unnatural  fecretions  habitual  to  the 
part,  and  that  thefe  exit!  independently  of  the 
original  caufe,  or  may  be  reproduced  by  trivial 
degrees  of  diforder.  Nay,  lbmetimes  the  cu- 
ticle of  the  tongue  feems  to  have  loft  its  tranf- 
parency,  and  to  become  permanently  white,  in 
ponfequence  of  continued  irritation. 

After  making  the  allowances,  which  fuch 
circumHances  require,  we  may  in  general  be 

enabled 
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enabled  to  detect  a difordered  date  of  the  do- 
mach  by  obfervations  made  on  the  tongue : 
and,  as  it  is  of  confequence  to  afcertain  luch 
dilorder  at  an  early  period,  when  the  fymp- 
toms  are  probably  flight,  this  organ  fhould  be 
obferved  in  the  morning,  when  it  will  be 
found  much  furred,  particularly  at  the  part 
next  the  throat.  Its  appearance  may  vary  in 
different  parts  of  the  day  from  varieties  in  the 
date  of  the  ftomach,  depending  on  the  excite- 
ment which  is  derived  from  food,  or  a date  of 
irritation  arifing  from  too  long  fading.  The 
tongues  of  many  perfons  with  diforder  of  the 
domach  look  moderately  healthy  during  the 
day,  though  they  have  been  fo  much  furred 
in  the  morning,  that  it  has  been  deemed  ne- 
ceffary  to  fcrape  them, 

A difordered  date  of  fecretion,  either  as  to 
quantity  or  quality,  will  be  the  natural  effeft  of 
irritation  of  a fecreting  organ.  This  is  evidently 
the  cafe  with  the  tongue ; and  we  may,  with 
great  probability,  conjedure  that  the  fame  con- 
fequence alfo  takes  place  in  the  ftomach.  Since 

the  juices  of  the  domach  are  the  immediate 

agents 
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agents  in  digeilion,  that  procefs  mull  be  dif- 
turbed  in  proportion  as  its  fecretions  are  de- 
ficient or  vitiated. 

If  undigefled  matter  pafs  from  the  flomach 
into  the  inteflines,  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed 
that  their  powers  are  capable  of  converting  it 
into  chyle ; and  it  may  become  irritating  to 
thole  organs  in  confequence  of  the  chemical 
changes,  which  it  may  then  undergo.  Animal 
and  vegetable  matters  experience  confiderable 
chemical  changes  before  they  leave  the  fto- 
mach ; and  thefe  changes  are  likely  to  increafe 
in  proportion  to  the  time  during  which  they 
are  detained,  unlefs  counteracted  by  the  powers 
of  the  digeftive  organs,  powers  which  feem 
chiefly  to  relide  in  the  fluids  which  are  fecreted 
into  them, 

The  extent  of  the  power  which  the  intef- 
tines  poflefs  of  converting  the  fubftances  con- 
tained in  them  into  chyle,  or  of  preventing 
chemical  changes,  is  unknown.  It  is  probable 
that  much  unallimilated  matter  is  abforbed  by 
the  lacteals,  when  the  digefliye  powers  fail  in 

their 
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their  fun&ions.  This  is  demonfirablv  the  cafe 
in  diabetes,  where  the  vegetable  matter  floats 
in  the  ferurn  of  the  blood,  rendering  it  turbid, 
and  afterwards  combines  fo  as  to  form  fugar 
in  its  paflage  through  the  kidnies.  The  flrong 
odour,  which  various  kinds  of  food  impart  to 
the  urine,  proves  alio  the  indifcriminate  man- 
ner, in  which  different  fubftances  are  abforbed 
from  the  inteftines.  May  not  a turbid  and 
fetid  ftate  of  the  urine  very  frequently  arife 
from  a fimilar  caufe;  tiz.  from  the  imperfect 
action  of  the  digeflive  organs,  in  confequence 
of  which,  unaflimilated  matter  is  taken  up 
the  lacteals,  and  afterwards  feparated  from 
the  blood,  fo  as  to  impart  thefe  qualities  to  the 
urine  ? It  may  be  reafonably  conjectured  that 
the  fame  powers,  by  which  the  kidney  converts 
the  old  materials  of  our  body  into  that  pecu- 
liar modification  of  animal  matter,  which  is 
dilfolved  in  the  water  of  the  urine,  and  which 
has  been  called  by  the  French  chcmifts  uree, 
may  alfo  enable  it,  in  a healthy  and  vigorous 
ftate,  to  difpofe  of  much  unaflimilated  fub- 
ftance  in  a fimilar  way.  The  further  confi- 

deration  of  this  fubjeft  would,  however,  lead 

to 
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to  a difcuhion  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  the 
prefent  paper : it  will  be  fufficient  to  remark 
at  prefent,  that  the  Hate  of  the  urine  may 
afford  aflihance  in  afcertaining  the  exigence 
of  diforder  of  the  digeltive  organs,  and  in  in- 
dicating its  nature.  It  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, in  the  brief  account  of  the  fymptoms, 
that  the  urine  is  frequently  turbid.  It  Ihould, 
however,  alfo  be  oblerved,  that  the  quality 
of  the  urine  much  depends  on  the  hate  of 
the  nervous  fyhem.  It  is  frequently,  in  the 
diforders  of  which  I am  fpeaking,  pale-co- 
loured and  copious,  which  is  probably  owing 
to  a hate  of  nervous  irritation,  fuch  as  exihs 
in  hyheria.  It  is  not  improbable  that  dif- 
orders ot  the  digehive  organs,  by  cauhng  tlie 
frequent  fecretion  of  unnatural  urine,  may 
produce  irritation,  and  fubfequcnt  difeafe  of 
the  kidneys. 

Modern  phyhologihs  hem  to  agree  in  the 
opinion  that  the  fuccus  gahricus  is  the  agent, 
by  which  digehion  is  ehedled ; but  they  are 
not  lb  unanimous  as  to  the  immediate  caufe  of 
chylihcation.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
fuccus  intehinalis  is  a principal  agent,  although 

its 


2ft 


ON  DISORDERS 


its  qualities  have  not  yet  been  enquired  into ; 
for,  indeed,  the  investigation  would  be  atten- 
ded with  difficulties  aim  oil  infuperable. 

Since  the  bile  and  pancreatic  liquor  are 
poured  into  the  intefiines  at  a fmall  diltance 
from  the  Stomach,  it  is  natural  to  confider  tliefe 
fluids  as  ufeful  in  effe&ing  the  change,  which 
the  alimentary  matter  undergoes  in  the  fmall 
inteftines,  namely,  its  converfion  into  chyle. 
The  chyme,  or  aliment  digelted  by  the  lto- 
mach,  being  vifeid,  the  pancreatic  juice  has 
been  considered  as  an  ufeful  and  neceifary 
v diluent. 

The  ufes  of  the  bile  have  of  late  much  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  phySiol  ogilts.  Mr.  Hun- 
ter obferved  that  it  did  not  feem  to  incorporate 
with  the  chyle ; and  it  certainly  cannot  do  fo, 
and  retain  its  own  nature.  Since  its  colour 
and  tafte  are  fo  intenfe,  that  it  would  impart 
thefe  properties  to  the  chyle,  it  mixed  with  it 
in  the  final  left  quantity.  The  difficulty  of  con- 
ceiving that  the  two  fluids  can  be  agitated  to- 
gether by  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intes- 
tines, 
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tines,  without  becoming  incorporated,  has  led 
to  an  opinion  that  the  bile  may  combine  with 
the  alimentary  matter,  and  lofe  its  original 
properties ; but  nothing  of  this  kind  is  afeer- 
tained.  Fourcroy  thinks  that  the  alkali  and 
faline  ingredients  of  the  bile  may  combine 
with  the  chyle,  and  render  it  more  fluid,  wdiile 
the  albumen  and  reiin  may  combine  wdth  the 
excrementitious  matter.  It  is,  indeed,  evident 
that  the  bile  combines  either  totally  or  par- 
tially with  fomething  feparated  from  the  chyle, 
and  exifts  formally  in  it,  and  in  a ftate  of 
health  uniformly  dyes  it  of  its  peculiar  colour ; 
and  therefore  it  has  of  late  been  fuppofed  that 
the  bile  may  ferve  to  purify  the  chyle,  by 
precipitating  and  combining  with  its  feculent 
parts  *. 

It  has  been  faid  in  the  brief  and  general  re- 
cital that  has  been  given  of  the  fymptoms, 

/ 

* In  the  enquiry  into  the  probable  ufes  of  the  bile,  it  ought 
to  be  obferved,  that  in  many  perfons,  in  whom  that  fecretion  is 
either  for  a confiderable  time  wholly  fuppreffed,  very  deficient, 
or  much  depraved,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  nutrition  of  the 
body  is  defective. 


which 
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which  characterize  diforder  in  the  chylopoictic 
organs,  that  the  llools  are  of  an  unnatural  co- 
lour  and  odour.  Medical  men  entertain  various 
opinions  refpedling  the  colour  of  the  fa?ces  : to 
me  this  property  teems  generally  to  depend 
on  the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  bile.  All  the 
lecretions,  which  are  poured  into  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  except  the  bile,  are  colourlefs  or 
white ; if,  therefore,  this  fluid  were  wanting, 
the  refidue  of  the  aliment  would  be  of  the 
colour,  which  might  be  expected  to  refult 
from  fome  of  its  undigefled  parts  combined 
together.  When,  for  inhance,  the  fecretion 
of  bile  is  flopped  by  the  irritation  of  teething 
in  children,  whofe  diet  is  chiefly  bread  and 
milk,  the  faeces  are  white ; when  this  fecretion 
is  obltrucled  in  adults,  the  llools  are  pale  like 
whitifh-brown  paper. 

In  cafes  of  difeafe,  however,  coloured  Ac- 
cretions may  take  place  from  the  bowels.  I 
have  known  inllanccs,  in  which  a fluid  like 
coffee-grounds  in  colour  and  confluence  was 
vomited ; and  a flmilar  matter,  of  darker  co- 
lour and  of  an  offcnflve  fmell,  was  difcharged 

in 
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in  great  quantities  per  anum  : and  I have  feen 
green  bile  mixed  with  thefe  difcharges.  I have 
examined  the  bodies  of  perfons  who  died  of 
fuch  attacks,  and  have  found  the  lining  of  the 
alimentary  canal  highly  inflamed,  and  appa- 
rently tending  to  mortification  throughout  its 
whole  extent,  without  there  being  any  difeafe 
of  the  liver.  I am,  therefore,  fully  aware 
that  the  faeces  may  be  coloured  by  difcafed 
fecretions  from  the  bowels  themfelves;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  they  very  rarely  derive  their 
colour  from  this  caufe.  Further ; an  unhealthy 
colour  of  the  faeces  may  be  attributed  to  fome 
degeneracy  in  the  quality  of  the  alimentary 
matter ; fuch  as  may  be  fuppofed  to  take  place 
when  the  digcflive  organs  fail  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  offices,  and  different  alimentary 
fubftances  are  in  confequence  detained  in 
the  bowels,  where  they  may  pafs  through 
chemical  decompolitions  and  re-combinations. 
But,  though  I am  inclined  to  allow  the 
full  operation  of  thefe  caufes,  the  fol- 
lowing reafons  lead  me  to  believe  that  the 
colour  of  the  fasces  generally  depends  on  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  the  bile.  In  the  natural 
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Hate  of  the  digeftive  organs,  when  there  is  no 
peculiarity  of  diet,  and  no  medicine  is  taken, 
the  bile  alone  colours  the  refidue  oi  the  food. 
The  fasces  voided  during  a Hate  of  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs  are  fometimes  par- 
tially coloured ; which  circumHance  cannot 
be  well  accounted  for  upon  any  other  fuppo- 
fition  than  that  of  an  irregular  fecretion  of  the 
bile.  Fluids  fecreted  from  the  inteflines  do 
not  ufually  enter  into  combination  with  the 
faecal  matter,  but  appear  diftinclly  when  ex- 
creted. Thus  we  find  mucus  and  jelly  dis- 
charge d from  the  bowels,  unmixed  with  the 
feces.  Medicines  which  affect  the  liver  pro- 
duce a very  fudden  change  in  the  colour  of 
the  faeces . Small  dofes  of  mercury,  without  any 
alteration  of  diet,  fometimes  change  the  fiools 
immediately  from  a blackifh  to  a light  yellow 
colour,  which  indicates  a healthy  but  defi- 
cient fecretion  of  bile. 

Healthy  bile  in  the  human  fubject  is  ge- 
nerally of  a deep  yellow  brown  colour ; the 
brown  fcems  to  be  the  refult  of  the  yellow 

colour  concentrated.  It  appears  to  me  to 

be 
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be  of  the  colour  of  wetted  rhubarb ; for, 
if  a final l portion  of  either  of  thefe  fubfiances 
be  put  into  a large  quantity  of  water,  they 
will  dye  it  of  a blight  yellow  colour,  which 
is  actually  the  colour  of  thefe  fubfiances,  yet 
it  is  fo  concentrated  in  the  mafs  as  to  appear 
ot  a deep  brown.  Sometimes,  indeed,  we 
find  green  bile  in  the  gall  bladder,  when  the 
liver  is  not  difeafed.  I cannot,  however,  but 
think  that  the  natural  colour  is  a yellow, 
fo  interne  as  to  appear  brown.  Green  bile  is 
ufually  poured  out  in  circum fiances,  where 
there  is  evident  diforder  of  the  digefiive  organs  ; 
and  we  cannot  well  fuppofe  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  healthy  bile.  The  quantity  of  this 
tluid  fliould  be  fuch  as  completely  to  dye  the 
excrement  of  its  peculiar  colour.  By  attend- 
ing, therefore,  to  the  colour  of  the  faeces,  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  bile,  which  the  liver 
excretes,  may  in  general  be  afeertained. 

The  colour  of  the  alvine  excretions  in  thefe 
dil ordered  fiates  of  the  vifeera  is  various. 
Sometimes  they  appear  to  confifi  of  the  refidue 
of  the  food,  untinged  in  the  Jeaft  degree  with 

bile. 
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bile.  Sometimes  they  are  of  a light  yellow 
colour,  which  denotes  a very  deficient  quantity 
of  healthy  biliary  fecretion ; they  may  alfo 
be  of  a deep  olive,  of  a clay  brown,  and  of  a 
blackilh  brown ; all  which  fliew  a vitiated 
Hate  of  the  biliary  fecretion. 

Any  kind  of  brown,  wdiich  dilution  will  not 
convert  into  yellow,  I fhould  conlider  as  un- 
healthy, fince  the  colour  of  healthy  bile  is 
a bright  yellow,  which  by  concentration  ap- 
pears brown. 

Such  are  the  circumHances  which  I have 
collected  from  my  own  obfervation,  and  the 
reports  of  others,  relative  to  the  alvine  excre- 
tions, in  the  diforders  which  have  been  de- 
fcribed. 

I have  dwelt  thus  particularly  upon  the 
iubjed:  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  from  a belief 
that  its  quantity  and  quality  can,  in  general, 
be  afcertained  by  infpe<hion,  and  w ill  tliere- 
'fore  ferve  to  indicate  the  prefence  of  dilorder. 

Whether  the  foregoing  opinions  be  correct  6r 

not 
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not,  it  will,  I think,  be  generally  granted  that 
the  Hate  of  the  excretions  from  the  bowels 
commonly  indicates  the  healthy  or  difordered 
Hate  ot  thofe  organs. 

The  efletfls,  which  medicine  or  diet  may 
have  upon  the  colour  of  the  Heces,  ought, 
however,  to  be  conHdered.  When  the  food 
is  coloured,  and  this  colour  is  not  altered 
by  digeltion,  it  will,  of  courfe,  appear  in  the 
Heces ; hence  if  it  fliould  be  thought  defirable 
to  know  accurately  the  Hate  of  the  biliary  fe- 
cretion,  it  would  be  right  to  reflricH  patients 
to  a diet  that  is  not  likely  to  colour  the  Heces. 
The  green  colour  ot  vegetables  tinges  the 
fecal  reHdue  of  the  food.  Steel  all'o  is  known 
to  influence  the  colour  of  the  Heces.  It 
fliould  alfo  be  remarked  that  the  expofure  of  the 
feces  to  air  after  their  expuliion,  will,  in 
fome  inflances,  caufe  a conliderable  alteration 
in  their  colour.  In  our  endeavours,  there- 
fore, to  afcertain  whether  the  liver  is  perform- 
ing its  office  rightly,  by  obferving  the  colour 
•of  the  Heces,  attention  fliould  be  paid  to  the 
1 oii cuinltanccs  which  have  been  mentioned. 

§ .*>  left 
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left  we  lliould  be  received,  in  confequence  of 
iucli  inattention. 


I conclude  this  review  of  the  opinions  en- 
tertained refpecling  chylification,  by  obferving 
that  if  the  fuccus  inteftinalis  be  an  agent  in 
this  function,  diforder  ot  the  inteltines  is 
likely  to  affect  its  fecretion,  and  thus  impede 
this  feeond  important  part  of  the  procels  of 
affimilation. 


The  refidue  of  the  alimentary  matter,  mixed 
with  the  bile,  paffes  from  the  fmall  into  the 
large  inteltines,  and  there  undergoes  a fudden 
change;  it  acquires  a peculiar  fetor,  and  be- 
comes what  we  denominate  faeces.-  this 
change  is  fo  hidden,  that  it  cannot  be  aleribed 
to  fpontaneous  chemical  alterations,  (which 

-a  * • 


would  be  gradual)  but  to  fome  new  ani- 
mal arency.  It  the  contents  ot  the  fmall 
inteltines  at  their  termination,  andot  the  laige 
at  their  commencement,  be  examined,  they 


will  be  found  totally  different,  even  within  a 
line  of  each  other;  the  former  being  with- 
out fetor,  and  the  latter  being  in  all  rcfpects 

what 
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what  is  denominated  faeces.  Though  chemiffs 
then  might  fpeak  of  the  faeculent  matter  of 
chyle  as  faeces,  yet  phyfiologids  would  rather 
apply  that  term  to  a change  in  the  relldue  of 
the  food,  which  takes  place  in  the  large  intef- 
tines,  and  which  feems  to  be  effe&ed  by  the 
animal  powers  of  thofe  organs.  The  faeces 
quickly  fuffer  chemical  decompofition  out  of 
the  body,  although  they  often  remain  in  the 
bowels,  without  undergoing  the  fame  kind  of 
change.  Their  chemical  decompofition  is  at- 
tended with  the  fudden  formation  of  am- 
monia ; yet  if  they  be  examined  when  recent, 
they  are  found  to  contain  acids  which  ammonia 
would  neutralize.  The  inference,  therefore, 
naturally  arifes,  that  this  third  procefs,  among# 
other  purpofes,  may  be  defigned  fo  to  modify 
the  refid ue  of  the  alimentary  matter,  as  to  pre- 
vent it  from  undergoing  thofe  various  chemical 
changes,  which  might  be  ftimulating  to  the  con- 
taining organs,  as  well  as  injurious  to  the 
general  health. 

In  a per  feci  !y  healthy  hate  of  the  digestive 
oigans,  probably  no  chemical  decomposition, 
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even  of  the  feces,  takes  place;  yet  fucli 
changes  happen,  in  fome  degree,  without  ap- 
parently producing  any  injurious  eonfequences. 
To  chemical  changes  we  may  probably  attri- 
bute the  extrication  of  inflammable  air,  and 
the  various  and  unnatural  odour  of  the  fa?cal 
matter,  which  is  obieryable  in  disordered  hates 
of  the  digeftive  vifcera, 


The  means  by  which  this  modification  of 
the  relidue  of  the  food,  which  takes  place  in 
the  large  inteltines,  is  effected,  aie  but  littie 
known.  Analogy  leads  us  to  refer  it  to  the 
effedts  of  a fecretion  from  the  lining  of  thole 
inteltines  in  which  it  takes  place.  Now  it  this 
fecretion  deviates  from  the  healthy  handard, 
in  confequence  of  an  irritated  or  diiordcred 
hate  of  thofe  organs,  we  may  reafonably  ex- 
pect a correfponding  derangement  ot  the 
procefs,  by  which  the  refidue  of  the  food  is 
jpo averted  into  faeces. 

Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  chylopoietic  vifcera,  in  order  to 

facilitate  the  forming  a judgment  relative  to 
• * ' ■ thole 
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tliofe  circumftanCes  whicfa  indicate  their  de- 
rangement, I return  to  fpeak  more  fully  of  that 
affe&ion  of  them,  which  1 have  described,  as 
ariling  in  furgical  cafes  from  the  irritation, 
which  local  difeale  or  morbific  poifons  pro- 
duce upon  the  fenforium.  This  fubjedt,  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  is  very  important,  if 
it  can  be  fhewn  that  diforders  of  tlie  di<rehive 
organs  are  the  cauie  of  a great  number  of 
other  difeafes.  The  enquiry  would  then  not 
only  lead  us  to  difcover  the  fource  of  many 
difturbances  of  the  general  health,  which  ori- 
ginate in  thofe  of  the  digefcive  organs  (for 
patients  have  no  fufpicion  of  any  diforder  ex- 
iting in  them),  but  would  alfo  lead  to  the 
prevention  of  many  fecondary  difeafes  of  a 
more  vexatious  and  fometimes  of  a more  fatal 
nature,  than  thofe  from  which  they  originated. 
It  the  tongue  be  furred  at  its  back  part  in  the 
morning,  when  there  is  no  fever,  and  when  the 
patient  lias  taken  no  Simulating  or  indigeitible 
food  the  preceding  night,  it  is  reafonable  to 
infer  in  general  that  the  hate  of  the  tongue  is 
owing  to  its  participating  in  the  irritation  of 
tne  ftomach.  Such  participation  produces  an 

alteration 
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alteration  in  the  fecretions  of  the  tongue ; they 
are  either  deficient  in  quantity,  or  vitiated  in 
quality ; and  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fecretions  of  the  fiomach  deviate  in 
like  manner  from  their  healthy  fiate.  A ftate 
of  irritation  in  any  lecreting  furface  is,  indeed, 
likely  to  be  attended  with  the  fame  confe- 
quences.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  infer  that, 
when  a general  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans takes  place,  thofe  fluids,  which  produce 
the  changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in  them, 
are  deficient  or  depraved,  and  confequently 
that  digeftion  and  the  fubfequent  procefles 
mutt  be  but  imperfectly  performed.  The  liver 
is  likely  to  participate  in  the  diforder,  and  the 
biliary  fecretion  is  either  diminifhed  or  vi- 
tiated. This  circumftance  admits  of  ocular 
demonftration  ; and  I have,  therefore,  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  evidence  of  a more  or  lefs  ge- 
neral diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  A very 
real'onable  objection  may,  however,  be  made 
to  confidering  the  diforder  of  the  functions  of 
the  liver  as  a criterion  ot  thole  of  the  ftomach 
and  intellines ; fmce  the  liver  is  independent 

of  the  latter  organs,  and  may  be,  as  will  pa- 
tently 
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fently  be  mentioned,  the  fubjecl  of  a diforder 
confined  to  itfelf.  Jn  fome  cafes,  alfo,  diforder 
of  the  alimentary  canal  may  take  place,  without 
difturbing  the  fun&ions  of  the  liver.  Still,  in 
general,  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels 
affect  the  functions  of  the  liver ; and  the  hate 
of  the  biliary  fecretion  affords  a very  ufeful  evi- 
dence  of  a more  or  lets  general  diforder  of  the 
chylopoietic  vifcera,and  fhould  excite  our  atten- 
tion to  inveftigate  its  kind  and  degree.  This 
diforder,  which  has  been  deferibed,  mult  alfo, 
I think,  be  conlidered  as  connected  with  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs  of  the  affected  organs. 

It  is  laid,  in  the  recital  of  the  fymptoms 
denoting  diforder  in  the  digeltive  organs,  that 
the  faeces  are  generally  deficient  in  quantity. 
1 his  cireumftance  may  be  accounted  for  in 
Various  ways.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
bile  being  deficient  in  quantity,  or  of  an  un- 
healthy quality,  may  not  precipitate  the  ufual 
proportion  of  faeculent  matter  from  the  chvle. 
Perfons  whole  bowels  are  lax,  and  do  not 
appear  to  be  deficient  in  their  action  of  car- 
rying downwards  the  feculent  matter,  void  it 

daily 
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daily  in  deficient  quantities.  It  may  be  fup- 
pofed  too  that,  either  from  the  deficiency  of  bile, 
and  confequent  want  of  excitement,  or  from 
the  effedts  of  difordcr,  a torpid  Hate  of  the 
bowels  may  exin,  which  caufes  them  to  carry 
downwards  the  feculent  matter  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. The  circum  fiance  may  caufe  a greater 
abforption  of  the  faeces  than  what  is  natural, 
or  an  accumulation  of  them  in  the  colon  *, 

i 

That  the  digeHive  organs  in  general  are 
affeaed,  in  the  cafes  alluded  to,  is  molt  evident ; 
but  I am  aware  that  many  varieties  of  diforder 
may  be  included  in  the  general  defcription  of 
the  fymptoms,  which  I have  given.  Future 
obfervations  may  lead  to  further  diftinaions  5 
but  I fee  no  impropriety  at  prefent  in  fpeaking 
of  the  difordered  Hate  as  general ; fmce  no 
material  diforder  can  take  place  in  one  of  the 
digeHive  organs,  without  difturbing  the  func- 
tions of  the  others.  When  digeHion  is  im- 
-perfeaiy  executed,  the  funaions  of  the  intef- 

* The  cafea  related  by  Do&or  Hamilton  appear  to  fhew  that 
fuch  accumulation  fometimes  takes  place.  Sec  Uis  Tieatife  on 
the  jEffe&s  of  purgative  Medicines. 

tinal 
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tinal  canal  will  foon  participate  in  the  diforder 
ot  the  Itomach.  Under  thefe  circumtlances, 
the  fecretion  of  bile  will  alfo  probably  become 
irregular.  Should  difeafe  commence  in  the 
large  inteitines,  as  about  the  rectum,  it  dilturbs 
the  functions  of  the  Itomach,  and  fecretion  of 
the  liver,  and  becomes  augmented  in  its  turn 
by  its  fympathy  with  thefe  parts.  Should  the 
liver  be  difordered  in  the  firit  inltance,  the  tto- 
mach  and  bowels  may  not  immediately  fympa- 
thize,  although  they  will  probably  foon  become 
affedted. 

I feel  further  warranted  in  contidering  the 
fymptoms,  which  have  been  recited  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  paper,  as  ariiing  from  a ge- 
neral dilturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  di- 
geftive  organs,  from  contemplating  the  efFedts 
of  blows  on  different  parts  of  the  belly,  which 
do  not  feem  to  have  injured  the  tlrudlure  of  any 
tingle  abdominal  vi lcus,  but  which  yet  produce 
efFedts  denoting  a general  diforder  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  organs.  The  fymptoms  have 
varied  in  feverity  in  proportion  to  the  violence 
of  the  blow  which  had  been  received.  In  the 

cafes 
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cafes  which  were  the  confequence  of  the  more 
forcible  injuries  the  fymptoms  were,  a furred 
tongue ; great  vomiting,  fo  that  the  ltomach 
could  retain  no  food ; difficulty  ot  affecting 
the  bowels  by  medicine ; great  fever ; and 
even  delirium.  Indeed,  all  tliofe  effeefs  vveie 
produced,  which  I have  reprefented  as  arifing 
from  vehement  local  irritation  of  remote  parts 
of  the  body.  The  diforder  has  generally  ter- 
minated by  a profufe  difeharge  of  black  and 
fetid  ftools,  after  which  the  patient  has  per- 
fectly recovered.  On  the  contrary,  where  the 
fymptoms  confequent  on  the  blow  lane  been 
lefs  violent,  fo  as  not  to  claim  fuch  ftnet 
attention,  the  diforder  has  continued,  icrlons 
who  had  been  previoufly  in  perfect  health, 
have  become  hypochondriacal,  and  ha\e  had 
all  tliofe  fymptoms  of  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  which  have  been  already  enumeiated 
as  arifing  from  a lefs  degree  ot  local  irritation, 
with  fuch  confequent  difeales  as  originate 
from  fuch  diforder,  and  which  will  be  men- 
tioned in  the  fubfeejuent  part  ot  this  panel . 

In  order  to  enquire  more  particularly  into 
.the  nature  of  tins  diforder  of  the  digeftive 


OF  THE  DIGESTIVE  ORGANS,  &C.  43 


organs,  I have  examined  the  bodies  of  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  perfons  who  have  died  of 
cancer,  lumbar  abfcefies,  and  other  great  locaL 
difeafes.  I knew  that  thefe  patients  had  their  di- 
gellive  organs  difordered  in  the  manner  that  I 
have  defcribed,  and  that  in  many  of  them  the 
fecretion  of  bile  had  been  fupprefled  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and,  when  it  was  re- 
newed, that  it  was  very  deficient  in  quantity, 
and  faulty  in  quality : yet,  on  dillection,  no 
alteration  was  difcovered  in  the  ftrudure  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifcera,  which  could  be  de- 
cidedly pronounced  to  be  the  effed  of  dileafe. 
It  naturally  excites  furprife,  that  fuch  a Hate 
of  irritation,  and  impeded  performance  of  the 
natural  fundions  of  thefe  parts  fiiould  exill 
for  fo  long  a time,  as  in  many  cales  it  is 
known  to  do,  without  producing  organic  dif- 
eafe ; Hill  I believe  it  may  be  fet  down  as  an 
axiom,  and  which  has  been  verified  by  every 
obfervation  which  1 have  made,  that  a Hate  of 
irritation  naturally  leads  to  thole  difeafed  ac- 
tions, which  produce  an  alteration  of  ftrudure 
in  the  irritated  parts. 

However 
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However,  where  the  difordered  date  of  the 
bowels  had  been  of  longer  duration,  I have 
found  the  villous  coat  of  the  intedines  fwoln, 
pulpy,  turgid  with  blood,  and  apparently 
inflamed,  and  fometimes  ulcerated ; and  thefe 
appearances  have  been  mod  manifed  in  the 
large  inteftines.  Having  obferved  repeatedly 
in  diflections  of  thefe  cafes,  that  the  large 
inteftines  were  more  difeafed  than  the  lmall 
ones,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  the  fact  might 
be  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : If 
digedion  is  incomplete,  the  undigeded  food 
mud  be  liable  to  chemical  changes,  and  the 
pioducts  reiulting  from  this  circumdance,  are 
likely  to  be  mod  dimulating  to  the  large  in- 
tedines.  Indeed,  in  advanced  dages  of  this 
dilorder,  mucus  and  jelly  tinged  with  blood 
are  difcharged,  and  it  feems  probable  that  a 
kind  of  chronic  dyfentery  may  be  induced. 

In  fome  indances,  'where  the  diforder  had 
exided  for  many  years,  the  bowels  have  been 
difeafed  throughout  their  fubdance;  the  in- 
ternal coat  being  ulcerated,  and  the  peritoneal 

covering 
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covering  inflamed,  fo  that  the  convolutions  of 
the  inteltines  were  agglutinated  to  each  other,. 
Here  the  liver  alio  was  much  difeafed,  being 
tuberculated  in  every  part.  Such  is  the  refult 
of  the  information  which  I have  obtained  by 
difledion. 

I have  reprefented  this  difturbed  ftate  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs  in  furgical  cafes,  as 
excited  frequently  by  diforder  of  the  fen- 
forium,  produced  by  great  local  difeafe,  or 
from  a limilar  diforder,  occafloned  by  the 
abforption  of  morbific  matter.  The  lame 
affedion,  charaderized  by  the  fame  fymptoms, 
occurs  very  frequently  as  an  idiopathic  com- 
plaint. The  caufes  which  have  appeared  to 
produce  it,  in  the  cafes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  notice,  are  improprieties  of  diet, 
a fedentary  life,  impure  air,  anxiety,  and  too 
great  exertion  of  the  mind  or  body.  It  is 

indeed  no  wonder,  that  the  continual  irritation 

....... 

of  our  unnatural  diet,  Ihonid,  by  degrees, 
produce  fuch  diforder  of  the  digcltive  organs  as 
l have  defcribcd. 

■/  TV  . * 
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Whatever  may  be  the  origin  of  this  difeafe ; 
whether  it  occur  as  a confequence  of  nervous 
diforder,  or  aflume  an  idiopathic  form,  it 
uniformly  dilturbs  the  nervous  fyitem,  when 
once  eltabliflied.  When  it  is  fympathetic, 
the  effect  becomes  a caufe,  and  maintains  that 
diforder  of  the  nerves,  by  which  it  was  ori- 
ginally produced. 

In  the  general  enumeration  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  feveral  circumftances  have  been  omitted 
which  occur  occaiionally,  and  which  may, 
when  the  fubject  is  better  underftood,  denote 
peculiarities  in  the  difeafe,  and  correfponding 
peculiarities  in  the  medical  treatment,  which 
is  required  for  its  cure.  I fhall  here  notice 
a few  of  thele.  The  appetite  is  fometimes 
moderately  good,  when  the  digeftion  is  imper- 
fect ; and  the  latter  may  not  be  deficient, 
although  the  difeafe  may  Hill  exitt,  In  fome  in- 
ftances  indeed,  the  appetite  is  inordinate.  Ten- 
dernefs  of  the  epigaftric  region  on  p refill  re,  is 
not  always  an  attendant,  even  on  advanced 
it  ages  of  the  difeafe.  The  bowels  are  alter- 
nately 
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nately  coftive,  or  lax  even  to  purging*.  The 
urine  is  fometimes  pale-coloured  and  copious 
like  that  of  hyiterical  patients. 

A diforder  in  the  fun6lions  of  the  fiomach 
and  bowels,  fimilar  to  that  which  has  been 
here  deferibed,  may  exilt  without  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver  being  difordered  ; and  again, 
the  lecretion  of  bile  may  be  interrupted,  with- 
out the  digeltive  procefTes  being  materially  im- 
peded. Such  circumftances  may  happen  occa- 
lionally,  but  they  are  not  ordinary  occurrences, 
and  fhould  be  confidered  as  exceptions  to  gene- 
ral rules,  which  do  not  militate  againlt  their 
common  operation. 

Accurate  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  efpecially 
in  medical  cafes,  may  lead  to  important  fubdi- 
vilions,  which  I have  not  yet  been  able  to 
make.  But  when  I find  that  irritation  ot  the 

* I have  known  perfons  whofe  bowels  were  ordinarily  coftive, 
and  whofe  general  health  was  much  deranged  by  diforder  ot  the 
digeftivc  organs,  though  they  were  uncontcioiis  of  its  exigence, 
feel  pleated  that  their  bowels  were  in  a comfortably  lax  Hate; 
yet  on  obferving  the  ftools,  they  reiembled  pitch  in  colour  and 
appearance. 
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nervous  fyffiem,  however  it  may  originate, 
deranges  the  chylopoietic  organs,  and  affects 
the  ffomach,  bowels,  and  liver,  apparently  at 
the  fame  time,  I think  it  fair  to  infer,  that 
thefe  organs  are  equally  operated  on  by  the 
fame  caule.  Diforder  of  the  brain  may  affed 
the  chylopoietic  organs ; and  it  is  well  known  - 
that  this  influence  is  reciprocal.  The  ffomach 
is  faid  to  be  chiefly  concerned  in  producing 
thefe  effeds ; but  the  caufes  of  the  fympathetic 
affedion  are  probably  more  general.  A fit  of 
paffion  has  produced  jaundice ; and  the  irri- 
tation of  teething  in  children  frequently  fuf- 
pends  the  fecretion  of  bile;  fo  that  the  ffools 
are  not  in  the  lead:  degree  tinged  with  that 
fluid.  If  the  head  can  thus  affed  the  liver,  it 
is  rcafonable  to  infer,  that  the  liver  may  reci- 
procally affed  the  head.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
form  an  opinion  relative  to  this  fubjed ; for, 
in  the  inftances  which  have  been  mentioned, 
the  affedion  of  the  liver  may  take  place,  only 
becaufe  it  forms  a part  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
and  not  from  a dired  fympathy  exifting(  be- 
tween it  and  the  head.  Still,  however,  1 do 
not  think  it  unrealonable  to  conclude  that  irrita- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  other  chylopoietic  organs  may,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  itomach,  diforder  the  fource 
of  fenlatiom 

In  the  preceding  pages,  I have  related  fads 
which  teem  to  warrant  certain  conciufions, 
that  I fhall  prefently  mention.  As  the  narra- 
tive has  been  broken  into  many  parts,  I think 
it  right  to  point  out  the  inferences,  which  may 
be  fairly  drawn  from  the  facts  already  ltated, 
before  I proceed  to  the  further  difcufiion  of  the 
fubject, 

1,  Sudden  and  violent  local  irritation  will 
produce  an  equally  fudden  and  vehement 
affection  of  the  digeitive  organs, 

2,  A flighter  degree  of  continued  local  irri- 
tation will  produce  a lets  violent  affection  ; 
the  ordinary  fymptoms  of  which  are  re- 
cited in  page  18, 

3,  This  affedtion  is  a diforder  in  the  actions, 
and  not  a difeafe  in  the  ItruCture  of  the  af- 
fedled  organs ; although  it  may,  when  long 

E continued, 
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continued,  induce  evident  difeafed  appear- 
ances, both  which  circumftances  are  proved 
by  directions. 

4,  A iimilar  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
occurs  without  local  irritation,  and  exiits  as 
an  idiopathic  difeaie ; in  which  cafe,  it  is 
characterized  by  the  fame  fymptoms. 

5,  There  are  fome  varieties  in  the  fymptoms 
of  this  diforder,  both  when  it  is  fympathetic 
and  idiopathic.  Thefe  are  enumerated  in 
page  40. 

6,  The  diforder  probably  con  fids  in  an  af- 
fection of  all  the  digeftive  organs  in  general, 
though  in  particular  cafes,  it  may  be  more 
manifelt  in  fome  of  thofe  organs,,  than  in 
others. 

7,  That  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  re- 
q uen tly  affects  the  nervous  lyftem  ; producing 
irritability  and  various  confequent  affections. 
This  is  proved  by  the  effects  of  blows  on  the 

belly,  in  perfons  previoully  healthy ; and  the 

fame 
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fame  confequences  are  often  obferved  from 
whatever  caufe  the  diforder  originates.  At  the 
lame  time  wcaknefs  mult  be  produced  from 
imperfect  digeltion  ; and  from  the  combination 
of  thele  caules,  viz.  weaknefs  and  irritation,  I 
deduce  the  origin  of  many  local  difeafes,  and 
the  aggravation  of  all,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
relation  of  the  cafes. 

Nothing  in  pathology  is  more  generally 
admitted,  than  the  reciprocal  operation  of  dis- 
orders of  the  head  and  of  the  digeltive  or- 
gans ; yet  the  exceptions  to  this  general  rule  de- 
ferve  to  be  remarked  in  a comprehensive  exami- 
nation of  the  fubject.  Some  perfons  have 
great  diforder  of  the  digeltive  organs,  without 
any  apparent  affection  of  the  nervous  fyltem  ; 
and  even  difeafes  of  a fatal  nature  may  take 
place  in  the  former  organs,  without  affecting 
the  latter.  Indeed,  if  we  examine  any  of  the 
molt  evidently  fympathetic  affections,  we 
Dial l find  the  fame  exceptions.  An  inguinal 
gland,  or  the  teltis,  frequently  inflames  from 
irritation  in  the  urethra ; yet  great  difeafe 
occurs  occalionally  in  that  canal,  without 

e 2 producing 
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producing  tliefe  apparently  fympathetic  con- 
sequences. 

We  can  never  be  certain  that  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  are  the  only  organs  difordered, 
nor  even  that  they  were  primarily  affected. 
General  nervous  irritation  may  have  preceded 
the  diforder,  or  may  have  been  cauied  by  it. 
The  hillory  will  generally  lhew,  that  the 
derangement  of  the  digeftive  organs  is  Se- 
condary. It  arifes  from  local  irritation,  and 
can  be  produced  only  through  the  medium  of 
the  fenforium.  When  it  is  idiopathic,  it  fre- 
quently originates  in  caufes  which  affect  the 
nervous  fyltem  primarily ; fuch  as  anxiety, 
too  great  exertion  of  mind  or  body,  and  im- 
pure air.  Sedentary  habits  and  irregularities 
of  diet  are  caufes  which  probably  act  locally 
on  the  organs  themfelves.  Nervous  irrita- 
bility and  weaknefs  are  not  perhaps  fufcep- 
tible  of  a dired  cure  by  medicine ; but  the 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  are  more 
corrigible  by  medical  remedies.  In  practice, 
thefe  require  our  chief  attention ; and  if  the 

diforders  be  corroded,  all  nervous  irrita- 
tion 
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lion  frequently  ceafes,  and  health  is  redored. 
In  many  indances  the  nervous  irritation,  which 
has  induced  the  dileafe,  is  trivial,  and  would 
foon  ceaie,  were  it  not  kept  up  by  the  re-ac- 
tion of  its  fecondary  fymptoms. 

Whether  this  diforder  of  the  digedive  or- 
gans be  primary  or  fecondary,  it  produces  irri- 
tation in  the  brain  ; and  thus  may  caufe  in  many 
indanees  actual  dileafe  of  that  organ,  as  will 
be  dated  in  the  concludon  of  this  paper.  But 
derangement  of  the  digedive  organs  arifes,  in 
many  cafes,  from  edablidied  nervous  difor- 
der; indeed  there  is  often  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  it  is  dependent  on,  or  connected  with, 
adlual  dileafe  of  the  brain.  In  Inch  cafes, 
the  correction  of  the  difordered  functions 
cannot  be  accomplifhed ; and  even  if  it  were 
p radii  cable,  it  would  not  cure  the  difeafe.  It 
is  however  highly  necedary  and  advantageous 
to  attend  to  the  diforder  of  the  digedive  organs, 
where  it  is  only  a lymptom  of  nervous  dif- 
eafe. The  relief  of  the  former  wdll  often 
^mitigate,  though  it  cannot  cure  the  latter. 

I fliall. 
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I Shall,  in  the  next  place,  reprefent  the 
general  circumftances,  relative  to  the  health 
of  thofe  perfons  who  have  local  difeafes,  appa- 
rently caufed  or  maintained  by  diforder  of  the 
whole  fyftem.  They  generally  declare  that 
they  are  in  good  health,  except  that  they  feel 
disturbed  by  their  local  complaints ; yet  they 
are  found,  on  enquiry,  to  have  all  thofe  fymp- 
toms,  which  characterize  a difordered  hate 
of  the  digeSlive  organs.  The  mind  is  alfo 
frequently  irritable  and  defpondent ; anxiety 
and  languor  are  expreifed  in  the  countenance. 
The  pulfe  is  frequent  or  feeble,  and  flight 
exercife  produces  conflderable  perforation 
and  fatigue.  Thefe  patients  are  fometimes 
reftlefs  at  night,  but  when  they  lleep  found ly 
they  awaken  unrefreflied,  with  laflitude,  and 
fometimes  a fenfation,  as  if  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  moving.  Slight  noifes  generally  caufe 
them  to  ftart,  and  they  are,  to  ule  their  own 
exprefllon,  very  nervous.  rIhefe  circum- 
stances feem  to  me  to  indicate  weaknefs  and 
irritability  of  the  nervous  and  mufcular  fyf- 
tems ; which,  in  addition  to  the  diforder  ot 

the 
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the  digeftive  organs,  that  has  been  de- 
fcribed,  are  the  chief  ci  rcum  thin  ces  ob- 
fervable  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
thofe  patients,  whofe  cafes  are  related  in 
the  following  part  of  this  paper.  By  correct- 
ing the  obvious  errors  in  the  Hate  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  the  local  difeafe,  which  had 
baffled  all  attempts  at  cure  by  local  means, 
has  ipeedily  got  well,  and  the  patient  has  ac- 
knowledged that  fuch  an  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  his  general  health,  as  excites  his 
aftonifliment. 

The  connexion  of  local  difeafe  with  general 
dilorder  has  been  often  remarked  ; it  has  been 
formerly  attributed  to  impurity  of  the  fluids  ; a 
theory  which  is  not  irrational.  Imperfect  di- 
geftion  mull  influence  the  qualities  of  the  blood, 
and  all  parts  of  the  body  may  be  affected  from 
this  fource.  But  the  modern  explanation  of 
thefe  phenomena,  by  means  of  fy mpathies, 
is  probably  preferable.  Afflicting  intelligence 
will  deftroy  the  appetite  and  produce  a white 
tongue  in  a healthy  perlon ; and  a blow  on 
the  ffomach  diforders  the  head.  Thefe  phas- 
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nomena  take  place  independently  of  the  blood, 
and  can  only  be  explained  by  admitting  that 
difturbance  of  one  organ  immediately  affects 
another. 

The  writings  of  the  ancients  abound  with 
paffages,  in  which  difeafes  are  attributed  to 
affections  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  the 
fame  fact  has  been  noticed  by  feveral  of  the 
moderns.  The  French  furgeons  appear  to 
be  very  folicitous  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
cool  and  tranquil  date ; and  Deffault  afcribes 
the  origin  of  eryftpelas  to  a bilious  caufe.  The 
German  furgeons,  Richter  and  Schmucker, 
attribute  many  local  difeafes  to  gaftric  affec- 
tions ; and  in  Italy,  Scarpa  views  the  fubject 
in  the  fame  light.  The  Englifh  practition- 
ers feem  to  have  been  lefs  attentive  to  this 
clafs  of  diforders ; infomuch  that  Fifcher,  a 
German,  who  publifhed  an  account  of  the 
Hate  of  medicine  in  this  country,  expreffes 
his  furprife  that  the  Englifh  fliould  be  fo 
little  acquainted  with  gaftric  difeafes.  I know 
not  exactly  what  ideas  thefe  gentlemen  may 
annex  to  the  terms  gaftric  and  bilious  difor- 
ders,, 
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vJp-' 

ders,  fince  they  do  not  particularly  defcribe 
them.  I have  rep  relented  the  fubject  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  as  it  has  appeared  to  me  on 
the  moll  attentive  examination.  There  are 
circumllances  which  denote  irritation  of  the 
digeflive  organs  to  exitl,  and  deficiency  or  de- 
pravity of  their  fecretions;  and  the  diiorder 
exills  in  every  gradation,  between  the  flighteft 
and  moll  violent  affection,  without  any  evident 
difference  in  its  nature. 

The  reful t of  all  the  obfervations,  which 
I have  been  able  to  make,  relative  to  this 
fubjed,  has  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  dis- 
order of  the  digeftive  organs,  caufed  by  the 
various  circumllances,  which  have  been  re- 
cited, confilts  in  a weaknefs  and  irritability 
of  the  affected  parts,  accompanied  by  a defi- 
ciency or  depravity  of  the  fluids  fecreted 
by  them,  and  upon  the  healthy  qualities 
of  which,  the  right  performance  of  their 
functions  feems  to  depend.  The  opinion  that 
the  dilordered  flate  of  the  digeflive  organs, 
which  has  been  deferibed,  confilts  in  a weak 
£nd  irritable  flate  of  them,  attended  by 
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a deficiency  or  vitiated  date  of  their  fecre- 
tions,  is  deduced  immediately  from  the  eon- 
iideration  of  the  Symptoms,  and  confirmed 
by  all  the  collateral  evidence,  which  we  can 
collect.  The  duration  of  the  affection,  with- 
out fatal  confequences,  thews  that  it  is  a dis- 
order of  functions,  and  not  a difeafe  of  Struc- 
ture. Deflections  confirm  the  opinion.  Blows, 
which  excite  general  irritation  of  the  digeltive 
organs,  produce  all'o  the  fymptoms  which 
characterize  the  like  diforder,  when  it  ariles 
from  nervous  irritation,  or  is  excited  by  in- 
temperance* I doubt  not  but  every  one  will, 
on  reflection,  confider  the  diforders  of  the  di- 
geltive organs  to  be  of  the  firlt  importance,  and 
will  perceive  the  propriety,  of  diligently  en- 
quiring into  their  nature  that  we  may  know 
them  when  they  exitt,  and  that  our  at- 
tempts to  remedy  them  may  be  conducted 
on  rational  principles.  This  consideration 
will,  I trull,  vindicate  me  in  employing  lb 
much  time  in  an  investigation  which,  per- 
haps, fiomc  may  confider  as  tedious  and  un- 
profitable. 


It 
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It  is  generally  admitted,  that  diforders  of 
the  chylopoietic  vilcera  will  alfect  the  fource 
of  fenfation,  and  confequently  the  whole 
body ; but  the  variety  of  difeafes  which  may 
relult  from  this  caufe,  has  not  been  duly 
weighed  and  refledied  on. 

It  may  produce  in  the  nervous  fyltem  an 
abolition  of  the  fundtions  of  the  brain ; or 
a ftate  of  excitation,  cauiing  delirium,  par- 
tial nervous  inactivity  and  infenlibility,  or 
the  oppofite  Hate  of  irritation  and  pain.  It 
may  produce  in  the  mufcular  lyftem,  weak- 
nefs,  tremors,  and  pally ; or  the  contrary 
affedtions  of  lpafm  and  convulsions.  It  may 
excite  fever  by  difairbing  the  actions  of  the 
fanguiferous  fyltem,  and  caufe  various  local 
difeafes  by  the  nervous  irritation,  which  it 
produces;  and  by  the  weaknefs,  which  is  confe- 
quent  on  nervous  diforder  or  imperfect  chyli- 
fication.  Or  if  local  difeafes  occur  in  a con- 
feitution  deranged  in  the  manner  which  1 have 
deferibed,  they  will  become  peculiar  in  their 
nature  and  progrefs,  and  difficult  of  cure.  Af- 
fections of  all  thofe  parts  which  have  a con- 
tinuity 
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tinuity  of  furface  with  the  homach ; as  the 
throat,  mouth,  lips,  tkin,  eyes,  note,  and  ears, 
may  be  originally  caufed  or  aggravated  by 
this  complaint.  I muft  obferve,  before  I pro- 
ceed to  the  relation  of  cafes,  that  fuch  a diforder 
of  the  digeltive  organs  as  I have  defcribcd 
exihed  in  every  inhance.  I do  not  take  upon 
inyfelf  to  fay  that  it  was  the  primary  caufe 
of  the  general  derangement  of  the  conititu^ 
lion,  wTith  which  the  local  dileafe  appeared  to 
he  connected ; it  might  have  been  the  confe- 
quence,  as  indeed  has  been  hated  in  thefe 
preliminary  oblervations, 

I fball  now  proceed  to  mention  the  plan 
which  I have  purfued  in  the  treatment  of 
thefe  diforders,  when  they  have  been  con- 
nected with  furgical  difeafes ; and  the  fol- 
lowing cafes  will  demonhrate  with  what 
degree  of  fuccefs.  I do  not  feel  altogether 
competent  to  give  full  directions,  relative  to 
this  fuhjedt ; becaufe  I have  never  attended 
to  medical  calcs  with  that  degree  of  ob- 
servation which  would  lead  me  properly 

tQ 
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to  appreciate  the  efficacy  of  different  me- 
dicines, when  adminiflered  either  in  their 
fimple  or  compounded  forms.  The  lub- 
ject  is  fo  important,  that  the  public  would 
be  highly  indebted  to  any  practitioner,  who 
Would  point  out  the  varieties  of  thefe  difeafes, 
and  the  appropriate  modes  of  cure.  The 
method  of  treatment  which  I have  adopted 
is  fimple,  and  founded  on  the  opinions  I have 
formed,  of  the  nature  of  the  difeale,  and  phyfio- 
logical  views  of  the  functions  of  the  affected 
organs.  Believing  the  difordered  parts  to  be 
in  a hate  of  weaknefs  and  of  irritability,  my 
object  has  been,  to  diminilh  the  former  and 
allay  the  latter.  Believing  alio  that  the  fecre- 
tions  into  the  ilomach.  and  bov/els,  upon  the 
healthy  liate  of  which,  the  due  performance 
of  their  functions  depends,  were,  in  confe- 
quence  of  iuch  disorder,  either  deficient  in. 
quantity  or  depraved  in  quality ; I have  en- 
deavoured to  excite,  by  means  of  medicine, 
a more  copious  and  healthy  lccretion. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  views  of  the  fubject, 
the  patients  have  been  recommended  to  be 

particularly 
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particularly  attentive  to  their  diet.  The  food 
lhould  be  nutritious,  and  caly  of  digeition : 
ftrong  plain  broths,  animal  food  of  loofe  tex- 
ture, milk,  eggs,  and  farinaceous  vegetables, 
are  the  articles  which  appear  moil  advifeable. 
But,  as  cuilorn  and  inclination  have  fo  great 
an  effect  in  regulating  the  actions  of  the  flo- 
mach,  I have  contented  mvfelf  with  recoin- 
mending  patients  not  to  eat  any  thing,  which 
it  was  probable  that  they  could  not  digell. 
It  feems  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that,  if  the  food 
be  properly  digefled,  it  will  not  irritate  the 
inteftinal  canal ; but  that,  if  digehion  fails,  the 
animal  and  vegetable  matters  will  undergo 
chemical  changes  in  their  palfage  through  the 
long  tract  of  inteftines,  and  thereby  maintain 
a flate  of  irritation  in  t hofe  organs.  I have 
urged  patients  not  to  opprefs  the  powers  of 
the  ltomach  by  too  great  a quantity  of  food, 
nor  to  take  a fecond  meal,  until  time  has  been 
allowed  for  the  digeition  oS  the  firlt.  I bav# 
alfo  cautioned  them  not  ti ) let  the  flomach 
become  irritable  by  too  lot  ig  abltinence.  I 
have  ordered  five  grains  of  pi  nvdered  rhubarb 
an  hour  before  dinner,  with  a view  ot  inviting 

lecretions 
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fecredons  into  the  llomach,  and  of  preparing 
it  for  the  office  of  digellion.  This  gentle  ex- 
citation perhaps  induces  it  to  expel  any  resi- 
due of  alimentary  matter,  and  creates  a kind 
of  artificial  appetite  ; fo  that  perfons  habitually 
fubjed  to  indigefiion  experience  very  confi- 
derable  benefit  from  the  pradice.  Where 
rhubarb  has  dilagreed,  columbo  has  been 
fubllituted. 

The  fundion  of  digefiion  will  not,  however, 
go  on  well,  even  where  thefe  circumftances 
have  been  attended  to,  if  the  llomach  be  de- 
prived of  a ltimulus  to  which  it  has  been  long 
accultomed.  Unealy  lenfations  will  be  expe- 
rienced, denoting,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  it,  a 
difcontented  ilate  of  this  organ,  and  a want 
of  the  expected  ltimulus.  It  is  on  this  ac- 
count injurious  to  reftrain  thofe  patients  from 
the  ufe  ot  wine  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  taking  it.  A moderate  quantity  may  be 
allowed  alter  dinner ; but  llrong  fermented 
liquors  mult  be  injurious  at  any  other  period. 
It  is  wrong  to  ltimulate  the  llomach  when  it 
has  no  talk  to  perform. 

A regular 
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A regular  diurnal  evacuation  of  the  bowels 
is  particularly  necefiary,  fince  the  detention 
of  the  faeces  mull  prove  irritating  to  thefe 
organs.  Purging  medicines  fometimes  relieve 
unpleafant  fenfations ; but  they  do  not  in  ge- 
neral produce  even  this  efied: ; and  all  active 
purges  feem  to  me  to  increafe  the  diforden 
It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  lirong  ftimuli  wall 
aggravate  the  unhealthy  condition  of  wreak 
and  irritable  parts. 

It  is  difficult,  in  many  cafes,  to  correct  the 
dileafe  by  diet  or  medicine.  The  bowels  are 
coitive  for  a time,  and  then  fits  of  purging 
come  on.  The  former  fiate  mult  be  obviated, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  latter.  Medicines 
which  excite  a healthy  adion  of  the  bowels 
in  one  perfon,  are  either  inert  or  too  adive  in 
another.  Dofes  which  would  have  no  effect 
in  a fiate  of  health,  become  purgative  in  this 
diforder ; a circumfiance  wffiich  fhews  that  the 
bowels  are  irritable.  There  are  fome  rare  in- 
fiances of  the  contrary,  in  which  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  excite  the  adions  and  fecre- 
tions  of  thefe  vifcera.  In  fome  cafes  a diet  ot 
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a more  vegetable  and  lets  Simulating  nature, 
with  ialine  aperients,  do  good.  In  others, 
a more  generous  diet,  and  aperients  of  a 
warmer  kind  are  beneficial.  The  object  which 
I have  had  in  view,  in  all  cafes,  is  to  excite 
the  peritlaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  without 
purging ; fo  as  to  infure  the  expulfion  of  what- 
ever ought  to  be  difcharged. 


In  giving  purgative  medicines  I have  en- 
deavoured to  combine  them,  fo  as  to  excite 
and  Srengthen  at  the  fame  time.  Rhubarb, 
columbo,  and  kali  vitriolat.  have  been  given 
together ; or  an  infufion  of  gentian  writh 
fenna  or  tincture  of  rhubarb.  When  the  infu- 
fion of  gentian  with  fenna  has  been  given,  it 
has  been  prefcribed,  in  the  fubfequent  cafes, 

according  to  the  following  formula  : 

9 

Infus.  gentian,  comp.  § j. 

Infus.  fen  me,  3 ij. 

Tinct.  cardamom,  comp.  jj. 

Fiat  hauilus,  bis  quotidie,  vel  pro  re  nata, 
fumendus, 

F It 


6( j 


ON  DISORDERS 


It  is  fometimes  necefTary  to  increafe  thr 
quantity  of  infufion  of  fenna.  I have  found 
in  fome  cafes,  that  the  purgative  medicines 
and  fpices  dilTolved  in  fpirit  and  water,  have 
anfwered  better  than  any  thing  elfe,  in  pro- 
ducing a fufticient,  but  not  too  copious  dii- 
charge  from  the  bowels.  Equal  parts  ot  com- 
pound tincture  of  rhubarb  and  fenna  is  the 
formula  to  which  I allude.  When  irrita- 
tion in  the  large  inteltines  has  been  denoted 
by  the  mixture  of  mucus  and  jelly  with  the 
faeces,  and  fudden  and  urgent  calls  to  void 
them,  I have  adviled  oily  and  mucilaginous 
medicines  as  aperients ; as  caftor  oil,  mixed 
with  a large  proportion  of  mucilage.  My 
foie  objedt,  however,  has  been  to  regulate 
the  hate  of  the  bowels;  and  when  they  ha\c 
been  regular  without  medicine,  I have  rarely 
recommended  any. 

At  the  fame  time,  I have  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  error  in  the  biliary  fecretion,. 
which  exiits  in  the  greater  number  of  theie 
cafes.  I have  endeavoured  to  correct  this 
error  by  the  adminiltration  of  fuch  fmall  doles 
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of  mercury,  as  do  not  irritate  the  bowels,  and 
are  not  likely  to  affect  the  coniiituaon,  even 
though  perfevered  in  for  a considerable  time* 
In  this  fiate  of  the  digeltive  organs,  calomel, 
in  fmall  quantities,  iometimes  proves  irri- 
tating. I have  combined  it  as  in  Plummer’s 
pill,  and  have  given  one  grain  every  other 
night.  Where  this  dofe  produced  uneafy 
fenfations,  or  adted  as  an  aperient,  five  grains 
of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  were  fubftituted  in  its 
place ; and  even  this  quantity  has  been  dimi- 
mfiied  in  fome  cafes.  When  it  appeared 
neceffary,  on  account  of  the  biliary  fecretion, 
and  when  the  calomel  did  not  irritate  the 
bowels,  I have  increafed  the  dofe.  The  re- 
lief, which  arifes  from  the  increafe  or  cor- 
rection of  the  biliary  fecretion,  in  the  majority 
of  thefe  cafes,  thews  how  much  the  liver  is 
concerned  in  caufing  or  aggravating  the  fy  mp- 
torns  in  thefe  difeafes. 

There  are  numerous  and  undoubted  proofs 
of  the  utility  of  mercury,  in  correcting  and 
augmenting  the  biliary  fecretion;  but  the 
mode  of  adminiftering  it  has  not,  perhaps, 

f 2 been 
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been  fufficientlv  attended  to.  I have  known 

•/ 

patients,  who  have  voided  nothing  but  blackifh 
Hoots  for  tome  months,  difcharge  faeces  of 
a light  yellow  colour,  denoting  a healthy, 
but  deficient  fecretion  of  bile  upon  taking 
fufcli  final!  dofes  of  mercury.  The  effed  of  this 
change  on  the  conititution  and  fpirits,  has 
been  furprifingly  great ; though  the  ltate  of 
the  Ho  mac  h did  not  appear  to  be  altered. 
The  ufe  of  mercury  by  inunction,  fometimes 
ads  beneficially,  in  correcting  the  biliary 
fecretion  ; but,  if  the  conllitution  be  nutated, 
and  weakened  by  that  medicine,  the  actions 
of  the  liver  are  diiturbed  ; and  the  digeftive 
organs  in  general,  become  deranged.  Mer- 
cury in  my  opinion,  ads  molt  ceitainly,  and 
eHicacioully,  when  taken  into  the  bowels; 
and  a much  imaller  quantity  will  iutiice,. 
w hen  its'application  is  in  this  manner  icndeied 
chiefly  local. 

Although  experience  has  made  me  think 
very  highly  of  the  efficacy  of  imall  doles  ot 
mercury,  in  exciting  and  correcting  the  bili- 
ary fecretion ; yet  it  ought  to  be  mentioned, 

that 
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that  in  feme  few  cafes,  this  medicine  fails  to 
produce  its  ufual  effects,  and  that  the  biliary 
lecretion  becomes  healthy  without  its  admi- 
nistration. 


Facts  are  wanting,  to  enable  us  to  afeertain, 
whether  mercury  ameliorates  and  augments 
the  fecretions  of  the  other  digestive  organs, 
as  it  does  that  of  the  liver.  The  Stomach 
frequently  appears  worfe  during  its  employ- 
ment, whilst  the  1 tools  are  considerably 
better;  I have,  in  fuch  cafes,  difeontinued 
the  medicine,  and  returned  to  it  again  if  the 
State  of  the  liver  made  it  necelfary.  When 
benelit  is  obtained  from  a Small  quantity  of 
medicine,  we  naturally  expect  an  increafed 
advantage  from  an  augmented  dofe ; this  is 
fo  natural  an  error,  that  an  admonition 
again#  it  appeal's  necelfary.  I have  obferved 
in  fome  instances,  where  fmall  doles  of  mer- 
cury have  unexpectedly  affected  the  mouth, 
that  confiderable  benelit  feemed  to  arife  from 
this  circumstance.  Yet  it  is  wrong,  in  gene- 
ral, to  augment  the  dofe  of  the  medicine,  fo 
as  to  create  even  local  irritation  in  the  bowels 
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by  it.  In  the  majority  of  cafes  the  dilorder 
has  exihed  for  a long  time,  and  has  become 
habitual ; therefore  it  is  not  likely  to  get  well 
fuddenly.  For  this  realcn,  we  fliould  adapt 
our  treatment  to  the  more  rational  expect- 
ation of  effecting  a gradual  recovery  than 
a hidden  cure.  The  moll  judicious  treatment 
will  not  remedy  the  difeafe,  if  the  exciting 
caufes  continue  to  operate ; fuch  as  impro- 
prieties of  diet,  agitation  of  mind,  fedentary 
habits,  or  impure  airf 

The  following  cafes  will  afford  fufficient 
teflimony  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  fimple  treat- 
ment, as  I have  recommended.  In  fome  in- 
veterate cafes,  apparently  depending  on  eha- 
blifhed  nervous  diforder,  it  lias  been  ineffectual. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  nervous  affec- 
tion appears  to  require  the  principal  attention. 

When  the  hate  of  the  health  required  it, 
or  the  difeafe  did  not  yield  to  the  tieatmcnt, 
which  I have  deferibed,  I have  referred  the 
cafe  to  the  phyheian  ; under  whofe  direction, 

benefit  has  been  obtained  by  medicines  of 

more 
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more  activity  than  thofe  which  I had  ven- 
tured to  recommend,  conjoined  with  tonics, 
and  thole  medicines  which  are  uiually  termed 
nervous. 

In  inyedigating  the  treatment  ot  thefe  dis- 
orders, it  is  necedary  to  afcertain,  not  only 
what  medicine  is  beneficial,  but  alfo  what 
change  it  produces  in  the  circumdances  of 
the  diforder.  The  adminidration  of  a medi- 
cine may  in  one  cafe  be  fucceeded  by  a dis- 
charge of  bile,  and  a driking  relief  from  long- 
continued  and  diftrefsful  feelings  : yet  the 

fame  medicine  may  be  given  in  many  other 
indances  w ithout  the  fame  confequence.  Was 
the  change  then  in  this  indance  accidental  > 
or  mud  it  be  attributed  to  fome  unnoticed 
peculiarity  in  the  difeafe  or  conditution  ? 

Bark  and  deel  are  not  uncommonly  given 
in  thefe  difeafes : they  ought,  I think,  to  be 
adminidered  in  fmall  dofes,  and  never  when 
the  tongue  is  dry  ; as  they  fecm  to  lupprefs 
thofe  it  cretions,  which  in  many  cafes  are 
already  deficient ; and  the  increafe  of  which 

would 
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would  tend  to  relieve  irritation  in  the  affected 
organs.  I mention  this  opinion,  however, 
rather  to  account  to  the  reader  for  thefe  medi- 
cines not  having  been  prefcribed  in  the  fubfc- 
quent  cafes,  than  from  any  other  motive  ; as 
I do  not  feel  perfectly  competent  to  decide 
upon  their  degree  or  kind  of  utility. 


Vegetable  diet-drinks  appear  to  me  very 
iifeful  in  tranquillizing  and  correcting  dis- 
orders of  the  ftomack  and  bowels,  for  this  is  . 


the  manner  in  which  they  teem  to  be  efficacious 
in  the  cure  of  local  difeafes.  The  vegetables 


prefcribed  in  the  different  formulae  are  fo  dil- 
iimilar,  that  we  can  lcarqely  fuppofe  that 
they  act  fpecifically  upon  the  local  difeafe. 
Even  Sweet-wort  has  obtained  conliderable 
celebrity.  When  diet-drinks  fail  to  correct 
the  diforders  of  the  digetrive  organs,  they  alio 
fail  to  produce  any  amendment  on  local  dil- 
eafes.  Such  obfervations  have  induced  me  to 


believe  that  they  have  the  utility, ‘which  l have 
aferibed  to  them,  of  tranquillizing  and  cor- 
recting diforders  oi  the  llomach  and  bowels. 
It  is  allowable  to  form  an  opinion  from  fuch 

obfervations, 
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obfervations,  though  I am  fenhble  oi  their 
invalidity  as  arguments  to  prove  its  truth. 


Whenever  circumilances  would  permit,  I 
have  recommended  the  patients  to  talce  as 
much  exerciic  as  they  could,  lhort  ot  producing 
fatigue  ; to  live  much  in  the  open  air  ; and, 
if  pollible,  not  to  fuffer  their  minds  to  be  agi- 
tated by  anxiety,  or  fatigued  by  exertion. 
When  the  diforders,  which  have  been  the 
fubjeef  of  this  paper,  have  been  long  conti- 
nued, they  do  not  admit  of  a fpeedy  cure  ; 
hence  attention  to  diet,  air,  exercile,  and 


mental  tranquillity,  are  more  decidedly  bene- 


licial  than  medicines.  Surgeons  in  London 
meet  with  frequent  and  convincing  instances 
of  the  efficacy  of  pure  air.  Patients  under  the 
irritation  of  a local  difeafe,  who  fcarcely  eat 
or  deep  in  town,  recover  their  appetite,  digel- 
tion,  and  deep  fo  luddenly  on  their  removal 
into  the  country,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubting,  that  the  change  of  air  has  produced 


this  beneficial  alteration  in  their  health.  The 
whole  of  the  plan  of  treatment  which  is  here 
recommended  is  fo  Ample,  and  apparently  fo 


inehicicnt, 
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inefficient,  that  its  power  might  reasonably 
be  doubted,  did  not  facts  atteft  its  utility. 
I Ihouid  not  have  thought  it  right  to  have 
tnus  related  it  in  detail,  but  for  the  purpole 
ot  avoiding  repetition  in  the  recital  of  the 
cates  which  are  to  follow  ; and  alio  becauSe 
it  teemed  right  to  State  as  explicitly  as  poffiblc 
to  the  younger  part  of  the  profetlion,  what  are 
the  curative  intentions  in  diforders  of  this 
nature 

* After  I had  written  the  above  account  of  the  treatment,  which 
I ha<j  found  the  moft  fuccelsful  in  the  correction  of  difor- 
dered  dates  of  the  digeftive  organs,  I was  much  gratified  by  the 
perufnl  of  Dodtor  Hamilton’s  publication  on  the  Effects  of  Pur- 
gative Medicines.  I think  there  is  a great  coincidence  in  the 
mode  of  treatment  which  I have  defer ibed,  and  that  which  is 
fandtioned  by  his  more  extenfive  experience.  He  preferibea 
purgative  medicines  to  adt  as  eccoprotics,  to  excite  but  not  to 
Simulate  the  bowels j and  he  combines  with  them  generally 
utfirritating  do-l’es  of  mercury, 
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Section  I. 


Long  before  my  attention  was  excited  to 
diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs,  I had  re- 
marked that  there  was  a paralytic  affedion  of 
the  lower  extremities,  refembling  that  which 
is  produced  by  a diforder  of  the  medulla  fpi- 
nalis,  in  confequence  oi  difeafe  of  the  bodies 
of  the  vertebrae.  This  paralytic  affedion  alfo 
appeared  to  me  to  vary  with  the  Itate  of  the 

patient’s  health. 

Thefe  obfervations  led  me  to  propofe  a 

method  of  treatment,  which  proved  fuccefs- 

ful  in  the  cafes  of  two  young  ladies,  w ho 

were  affeded  in  this  manner.  The  iffues, 

which  had  been  ineffedually  kept  open  m tne 

back,  were  healed ; and  the  date  of  the 

health . 
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health  in  general  was  amended  by  attention 
to  diet  and  medicine,  by  exercile,  and  coun- 
try aii.  I he  ufe  of  the  limbs  returned  in 
proportion  as  the  health  became  efiablifhed. 
Such  were  the  oblervations  which  I had 
made  relative  to  this  fubject,  when  I met 
with  the  following  cafes. 


CASE. 

A young  lady,  whole  ftomach  and  bowels 

were  difordered  in  the  manner  already  deferi- 

«/ 

bed,  became  gradually  affedted  with  weaknefs 
in  the  lower  extremities,  and  pain  in  the  loins. 
The  pain  became  at  length  very  fevere,  and 
was  aggravated  in  a manner  almolt  inlupport- 
aole  by  the  agitation  of  a carriage.  This 
lady  could  fcarcely  walk,  and  gave  a deferip- 
tion  of  the  hate  of  her  limbs,  lo  exactly  re- 
fembling  that  which  is  fometimes  confequent 
to  diieafe  of  the  vertebrae,  that  I thought  it 
right  to  examine  the  ipine.  1 'truck  with 
my  finger  the  1 pi  nous  proccls  of  each  lumbar 
vertebra,  and  upon  touching  one  in  particular, 
the  patient  complained  of  great  pain  ; hut 

preffure 
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prcffurc  on  the  contiguous  vertebrae  alfo 
cauied  much  uneafinefs.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ltances  I placed  a blitter  on  each  tide  of  the 
fpine,  and  kept  up  a difcharge  from  the  fur- 
face  by  d reding  it  with  favine  cerate.  Ihefe 
means',  with  reft,  relieved  her  fufferings ; 
but.  as  her  health  declined,  flic  went  into  the 
country,  where  the  toon  became  much  better. 
The  blitters  were  now  differed  to  heal,  and 
file  Ihortly  afterwards  had  recovered  lb  much, 
as  to  take  long  rides  on  a rough-going  horfe. 
She  returned  from  the  country  in  good  health, 
and  was  both  mufcular  and  fat.  About  a 
year  afterwards  file  was  fo  ill,  in  the  fame  way, 
that  the  withed  to  have  iflucs  made  in  the 
buck  : but  I would  not  content  to  this,  from 
knowing  that  the  bone  could  not  be  dileated. 
Of  this  return  of  pain  in  the  back,  and  weak- 
nefs  in  the  lower  extremities,  flic  again  got 
well,  upon  amendment  of  her  health  in  gene- 
ral. Since  that  period,  now  five  years  ago,  the 
has  been,  fometimes,  very  well,  at  others,  pale 
and  emaciated  ; and  thefe  changes  have  cor- 
refponded  with  the  natural  or  deranged  ftate 
of  iicr  bowels. 


CASE. 
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CASE. 

I was  confulted  on  the  cafe  of  a young  lady', 
who  had  been  bliflered  feverely  for  a pain  at 
the  bottom  of  her  back,  which  was  chiefly 
felt  at  the  junction  of  the  ilium  and  facrum. 
It  was  fuppofed,  that  diieafe  had  taken  place 
in  the  bone  from  fome  injury,  and  had  affected 
the  facral  nerves:  for  die  could  not  hand 
without  fupport,  fo  great  was  the  weaknefs  in 
the  front  ot  the  thighs.  There  was  no  pro- 
jection ot  the  vertebras.  It  the  facral  nerves 
had  been  affefted,  the  leg  ought  to  have  dif- 
fered the  greateft  lhare  of  pain  and  weaknefs ; 
but  that  was  not  the  cafe.  She  had  no  appe- 
tite ; her  tongue  was  greatly  furred  ; her  bow- 
els cottive  ; and pulfe generally  no.  I ffrongly 
objected  to  making  iii'ues  in  this  cafe ; but  as 
the  patients’  bufferings  increafed,  it  was  done. 
She  went  into  the  country,  and  died  in  four 
or  five  months.  I he  bone  was  found,  upon 
examination,  to  be  perfectly  healthy ; but  the 
mefenteric  glands  and  Jungs  were  difeafed, 
and  it  was  concluded  that  fhe  died  of  con - 

fumption. 
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fumption.  I could  not  learn  the  Hate  of  the 
liver,  nor  do  I know  whether  its  appearances 
were  particularly  attended  to. 


CASE. 


A young  lady  had  been  confined  about  fix 
months  to  her  chamber,  on  account  ot  pain, 
in  the  loins,  and  weaknefs  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities, which  prevented  her  from  Handing  or 
walking.  The  weaknefs  of  her  limbs  had 
been  gradually  increahng  fora  year  and  a half, 
before  it  became  lb  bad  as  to  make  her  inca- 
pable of  moving  about.  Iflues  had  been  kept 
open,  during  that  time,  on  each  Hde  of  the 
fpine  ; but,  as  the  patient  got  no  better,  my 
opinion  was  alked,  refpebling  the  feat  ot  the 
difeafe  of  the  bone  : for  it  was  concluded,  that 
the  iffues  had  only  failed  from  not  having 
been  made  in  the  right  place.  I found,  upon 
inquiry,  that  the  chief  feat  of  her  pain  was 
in  the  poHerior  edge  of  the  liver.  Indeed, 
that  vifcus  was  enlarged,  so  as  to  be  felt  in 
the  epigaHric  region,  and  fo  tender  as  to  caufe 

much 
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much  pain  on  being  comprefled,  at  any  part, 
along  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs.  Her  tongue 
was  furred ; her  appetite  deficient ; digeftion 
kid  ; bowels  coftive ; and  ftools  black,  or  elfe 
untinged  with  bile.  I had  no  hefitation  in 
advifing,  that  the  ifliies  fhould  be  difeon- 
tinued  , and  that  attention  fhould  be  chiefly 
directed  to  redtify  the  diforder  of  the  chylopoi- 
ctic  \ ifeera.  Mild  mercurials  and  aperients 
were  given,  by  which,  with  other  means,  flie 
got  materially  better  in  health,  and  was  able 
to  v,  alk  about  as  well  as  ever.  rl  he  rrentlc- 

fc> 

man  who  attended  this  patient,  met  me  acci- 
dentally, two  months  afterwards,  and  informed 
me  that  the  was  quite  well.  I faid,  that  as 
her  difeaie  had  been  a long  time  in  forming, 
it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  the  fhould 
recover  to  fuddenly.  lie  confidered  this  ex- 
preilion  as  implying  tome  doubt  of  his  accu- 
racy,  and,  therefore,  fent  the  patient  to  me 
in  the  morning.  She  came  from  Lambeth,  in 
a hackney  coach,  and  looked  very  well : the 
obferved,  that  long  before  her  confinement, 
flie,  could  not  have  borne  the  agitation  of  a 
carriage;  but  that  now,  Ihe  did  not  feel  it. 

I have 
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I have  been  informed,  by  feveral  intelligent 
ffudents,  that  fimilar  cafes  have  occurred  in 
the  hofpital : as  I was  not  a witnefs  of  thefe, 
I lliall  not  relate  them , I fhall,  however, 
mention  one,  which  I law,  and  fuperintended 
my f elf  ; although  it  is,  in  fome  meafure,  im- 
perfect, as  the  patient  quitted  the  hofpital 
fuddenly,  without  our  knowing  where  he 
went  to, 

CASE, 

llioinas  Crighton,  aged  twenty-three, 'was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  on 
account  of  a pally  of  his  limbs.  About  a year 
before,  while  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  was  yet  un- 
impaired, he  was  attacked  repeatedly  with 
violent  pain  in  his  bowels ; uniformly  pre- 
ceded by  coftivenefs,  and,  generally,  termi- 
nated by  a copious  difcharge  of  loofe,  fetid, 
black  llools.  The  relief  afforded  by  the  diar- 
rhoea  was  fpeedy  and  uniform.  In  the  eourle 
of  fix  months  his  lower  extremities  became 
affected  with  occafional  twitchings,  and  he 
found  that  he  could  not  regulate  their  mo* 
tions  in  walking:  this  increaled  to  fuch  a 
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degree  as  to  make  him  incapable  of  taking  any 
exercife.  He  had,  at  the  commencement  oi 
his  illnefs,  a confufiori  of  vifion ; and  a con- 
Itant  and  violent  pain  in  the  head.  rlhe  for- 
mer fymptom  increafed  fo  much,  tliat  he 
could  difeern  no  object  dillinclly  ; a candle, 
for  inltance,  although  held  near  him,  ap- 
peared as  large  as  the  moon.  Ihc  fenlation 
of  his  lower  extremities  continued  perfect  ; 
but  the  actions  of  the  bladder  were  no  longer 
under  the  controul  of  the  will;  the  urine 
fometimes  flowing  involuntarily ; and,  at 
others,  being  retained  for  tome  hours,  with 
confiderable  pain.  He,  afterwards,  began  to 
Iofe  the  ufe  of  his  upper  extremities  : the  left 
hand  and  arm  were  more  affected  than  the 
right;  but  there  was  no  difference  in  the  af- 
fection of  the  leg  of  the  fame  fide.  His  fpeech, 
alfo,  became  much  impaired  ; he  Iiefitated  and 
faltered  confiderably,  and  the  tones  ot  his 
voice  were  irregular,  fo  tliat,  at  length,  lie 
could  fcarcely  make  himfelf  underftood.  At 
the  time  of  his  adinillion  into  the  hofpital,  there 
was  an  entire  lofs  of  voluntary  motion  in  the 

lower  extremities,  and  a great  diminution  in 

that. 
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that  ot  (lie  upper.  The  bowels  were  de- 
ranged; there  was  conitant  head-ache;  the 
ipeecli  was  very  indiftinCt ; and  vifion  fo  im- 
perfect, that  he  could  not  read  the  larged: 
print.  An  blue  was  made  in  the  neck,  and 
iome  medicines  were  prefcribed,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  phyfician.  As  the  treatment  did 
not  prove  beneficial,  I was  defired  to  examine 
the  fpine,  and  found  fuch  a curvature  and  pro- 
jection of  the  fpinous  procelfes  of  the  up- 
per lumbar  and  lower  dorfal  vertebras,  that,  I 
thought,  the  bodies  of  thofe  bones  muft  be 
difealed.  I was,  therefore,  inclined  to  attri- 
bute the  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities  to 
this  difeafe  of  the  fpine;  and,  confequently, 
diredted,  that  ilTues  fhould  be  made  on  each 
fide  of  the  projecting  vertebrae.  As  this 
fuppofition  would  not  account  for  the  pa- 
ralytic affeCtion  of  the  parts  above,  and  as 
the  bowels  were  deranged,  I ordered  two 
grains  of  calomel  with  eight  of  rhubarb,  to 
be  taken  twice  a week,  and  fome  infulion  of 
gentian  with  fenna,  occasionally.  After  ufing 
thefe  medicines,  for  about  three  weeks,  his 
bowels  became  regular,  the  biliary  fecretion 

g 2 healthy. 
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healthy,  and  his  appetite  good.  He  could 
move  his  hands  and  arms  nearly  as  well  as 
ever  ; and  his  eye-light  was  fo  much  improved 
that  he  could  read  a news-paper ; indeed,  it 
was  nearly  well.  The  fun&ions  of  the  blad- 
der were  completely  reftored  * ; his  fpeech 
became  articulate  ; and,  his  general  health,  in 
every  refpedl,  much  improved.  He  remained 
in  the  hofpital  about  two  months,  but  with 
very  little  amendment  in  the  Hate  of  the  lower 
extremities,  when  his  friends  fuddenly  re- 
moved him,  on  account  of  fome  difagreement 
with  the  nurfes,  and  I was  unable  to  learn 
whither  they  had  conveyed  him. 

The  hiftory  of  the  preceding  cafe  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Cruttwell,  who  had  been  for  feveral 
years  a moll  indufirious  Itudent  at  the  hofpi- 
tal, and  whofe  accurate  obfervation  and  ex- 
tenlive  information  induce  me  to  place  entire 
confidence  in  any  ftatement  of  a cafe  which  I 

* I have  feen  feveral  cafes  which  induce  me  to  believe  that 
the  weaknefs  of  the  fphincter  veficae,  which  occafions  young 
perfons  to  void  their  urine  during  deep,  very  frequently  arifes 
from  the  fame  caufe. 
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receive  from  him.  To  that  gentleman  I am, 
alfo,  indebted  for  the  following  particulars 
relating  to  a patient,  who  died  fome  little  time 
ago  in  the  hofpital,  and  whofe  body  was  ex- 
amined. The  dilfedtion  ferves  Hill  further  to 
elucidate  my  prefent  fubje<ft. 

CASE. 

Elizabeth  Griffin,  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in 
Auguft,  1805,  on  account  of  an  inability  to 
move  her  lower  limbs ; which  was  fuppoled 
to  originate  from  a difeafe  of  the  fpine.  On 
examination,  however,  there  were  no  appear- 
ances, which  indicated  caries  of  the  vertebrae. 
Her  voice  was,  at  times,  conliderably  affedted  : 
and  Ihe  was  fubjecH  to  occafional  attacks  re- 
fembling,  in  fome  degree,  epileptic  paroxyfms. 
The  affection  of  the  limbs  was  liable  to  con- 
fiderable  variations.  At  times,  as  fhe  allured 
me,  Ihe  could  walk  acrofs  the  ward  with  very 
little  difficulty  ; at  others.  Hie  could  not  even 
Hand  without  alii  fiance.  Her  tongue  was  ex- 
• tremely,  and,  I believe,  conitailtjy  white; 

her 
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her  pulfe  natural.  Her  bowels  were,  gene- 
rally, coftive,  and  it  was  necelfary  to  enj- 
ploy  active  medicines  in  order  to  procure 
ltools,  which  were  always  of  a dark  colour, 
A flight  temporary  diarrhoea  fometimes  hap- 
pened, and  Hie  invariably  remarked,  that  the 
eafe  or  difficulty  with  which  the  could  walk, 
and  the  pain  in  her  head  with  which  fhe  was 
troubled,  were  in  exaft  conformity  to  the  date 
of  the  bowels,  all  the  fymptoms  being  re- 
lieved by  the  diarrhoea,  and  returning  as  the 
bowels  became  again  coitive.  There  was  an 
appearance  of  irritability  and  languor  in  the 
eye,  which  I have  before  obferved  in  thefe 
cafes,  and  the  pupils  were  generally  much  di- 
lated. After  the  patient  had  continued  in  the 
hofpital  about  feven  weeks,  die  was  attacked 
with  fever,  and  died.  To  this  brief  account  ot 
the  fymptoms,  I now  fubjoin  the  dilfe&ion. 

No  difeafed  appearances  were  obferved  in 
the  brain,  though  it  was  examined  with  the 
mod  particular  attention  : neither  was  there 
any  difeafe  of  the  vertebrae.  No  difeafe,  in  ffiort, 
was  observed  except  in  the  abdominal  vitcera* 
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The  chief  morbid  appearance,  in  them,  confided 
in  an  ulcerated  date  of  the  villous  coat  of  the 
ilium  near  to  its  termination  in  the  caecum. 
The  ulcers  were  numerous,  and  iituated  where 
the  mucous  glands  arc  chiefly  tound.  I he 
internal  coat  of  the  large  intedincs,  alfo,  ap- 
peared inflamed. 

The  liver  was  healthy  in  its  dru&ure.  In 
the  gall  bladder  about  one  ounce  and  a half  of 
a light  green  ferous  fluid  was  found,  which 
had  not  in  the  lead  degree  the  foapy,  or  mu- 
caginous  feel  ot  bile. 

Cafes,  like  thofe  which  have  been  related, 
are  not,  if  I may  judge  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, at  all  uncommon.  They  iufliciently 
prove,  in  my  opinion,  that  local  nervous  dii- 
orders  and  mufcular  debility  may  ariie  from  a 
general  diforder  of  the  health,  in  which  the 
digedive  organs  are  generally  much  affected. 
This  diforder,  as  has  been  dated  in  the  pre- 
liminary  oblcrvations,  may,  fometimes,  be  the 
caufe,  and  fometimes  the  effed,  of  the  nervous 
affection.  In  either  cafe,  however,  its  cor- 
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reclion  is  of  high  importance  in  the  medical 
treatment  of  the  difeafe.  In  the  cafe,  begin? 
mng  at  page  79,  as  well  as  in  that  which  im- 
mediately follows,  difgrder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  muff,  I think,  be  allowed  to  be  the  caufe 
of  the  nervous  affedlion,  from  the  luddcn 
and  complete  ceffation  of  the  latter,  when 
the  cure  of  the  former  was  accomplifhed. 
Decifive  infiances  like  thefe  are  particularly 
valuable^  they  fhew  what  great  nervous  dis- 
order may  be  produced  by  that  of  the  digel- 
tive  organs,  and  confequently  how  much  the 
latter  diforder  is  likely  to  aggravate  the  former, 
when  it  occurs  even  fecondarily  as  its  effedt. 
I have  leen  a confiderable  number  of  fuch 
cafes,  which  I cannot  relate  with  precifion, 
becaufe  I had  not  fufficiep);  opportunities  of 
obferving  the  patients,  to  enable  me  to  note 
the  progrels  of  the  difeafe  with  accuracy. 

■ 

Of  triefe  I can  only  obferve,  in  general 
terms,  that  I have  feen  fcveral  inflances  of 
pain,  iinbecillity,  and  wafling  of  the  mufcles 
in  one  of  the  lower  extremities,  which  were 
ponlidered  as  the  efredt  of  difeafe  about  the 
v ' '•  ' ' hip 
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hip  joint;  yet  the  event  proved  that  there 
^yas  no  organic  diieafe  of  that  part.  The 
difeafe  was  conneded  with  that  Hate  ot  con- 
futation that  I have  defcribed,  and  was 
amended  as  the  health  in  general  improved. 

I have  alio  feen  feveral  inftances  of  waiting 
of  the  mufcles  of  one  of  the  upper  extremi- 
ties in  children;  fo  much  indeed  were  the 
mufcles  Ihrunk,  that  the  bones  and  joints 
could  be  as  diflindtly  examined  as  in  a Ikele- 
ton.  The  local  aifedion  in  thefe  cafes  came 
pn  fuddenly.  I lately  faw  a little  boy,  who 
had  had  this  kind  ot  affedion  ot  his  lett  aim 
feveral  years  ago,  and  on  whole  cafe  I was  at 
that  time  confulted.  The  bowels  had  been 
violently  (disordered  prior  to  the  paralytic 
affection,  and  were,  at  the  time  I faw  him, 
in  an  extremely  unhealthy  Itate.  I recom- 
mended that  the  chief  attention  lliould  be 
paid  to  corred  the  errors  of  thefe  organs, 
which  w'as  in  fome  degree  accomplilhed, 
and  that  the  arm  Ihould  be  fupported  by  a 
fling.  The  arm  gradually  recovered,  and  though 
it  is  not  at  prelent  quite  fo  large  and  Itrong 
as  the  ether,  yet  the  difference  is  fo  flight. 
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that  it  would  not  attradd  the  attention  of  a 
common  obferver.  About  fix  months  ago 
liaw  a little  boy  very  fimilarly  circumftanced, 
and  in  his  cafe,  the  arm  quickly  recovered 
its  powers  of  motion,  as  the  hate  of  the 
digeltive  organs  became  healthy. 

I have  alto  feen  cafes  in  children,  in  whom, 
after  tome  general  diforder  of  the  health, 
accompanied  by  derangement  of  the  ftomacli 
and  bowels,  a muicular  affection  of  the  ex- 
tremities lias  taken  place,  like  that  which 
produces  the  varus  and  valgus ; I mean  a 
predominance  of  the  actions  of  fome  muffles 
over  others,  producing  dillortion  of  the  limb. 
I have  feen  this  happen  fometimes  in  one, 
lometimes  in  both  the  lower  extremities.  I 
have  alfo  feen  the  arm  fimilarly  affected. 

That  the  local  fymptoms  in  thoff  cafes,  as 
well  as  in  thoff  which  have  been  more  fully 
detailed,  ariff  from  a nervous  affection  of 
the  brain,  and  not  from  any  caufe  adding 
locally  on  the  nerves  of  the  affected  part, 
will,  I believe,  on  due  confideration  be  granted. 

I fufpect 
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I fufpeCt  however  that  foine  perfons  may 
hefitate  to  admit  fuch  an  opinion,  from  the 
belief  that  diforder  of  the  brain  mull  operate 
generally,  and  not  partially,  on  the  nervous 
lyftem.  Perhaps  the  contemplation  of  the 
confequcnces  of  flight  apoplectic  effufions  in 
the  brain,  may  allift  us  in  forming  juft  notions 
on  this  fubjeCt.  Such  slight  effufions  of  blood, 
occurring  in  various  parts  of  the  brain,  have 
been  known  to  paralyze  one  leg  or  one  arm, 
or  the  mufcles  of  the  tongue,  or  of  one  half 
of  the  face,  without  affeCting  the  reft  of  the 
nervous  or  mulcular  fyftem. 

Another  opinion  which  I wifh  to  be  con- 
fidered  is,  whether,  when  there  is  conlider- 
able  and  continued  paralyfis,  there  muft  necef- 
iarily  exift  lome  prdiure  or  organic  difeafe 
in  the  brain.  That  this  exifts  in  many  in- 
ftances  is  undoubted ; but  the  number  of  cafes 
in  which  the  paralytic  afte&ion  is  merely 
nervous,  and  independent  of  vifible  difeafe, 
is  in  my  opinion  very  confiderable.  The  in- 
"itances  which  have  been  related  warrant  this 

conclufion, 
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concltihon,  and  fhew  fuch  cafes  to  be  more 
frequent  than  is,  I believe,  generally  fuppofed. 
W hen  there  is  organic  dileafe  of  the  brain, 
the  cafe  teems  to  be  very  hopelefs ; and  pro- 
bably no  contiderable  alleviation  of  the  fymp- 
toms  will  take  place,  by  that  attention  to 
the  Hate  of  the  digeflive  organs  which  I have 
recommended.  In  dubious  caies,  and  fiich, 
on  the  hill  examinatian  of  them,  the  majority 
of  thefe  occurrences  will  probably  be,  it 
feems  right  to  try  the  effect  of  correcting 
diforder  ot  the  digeftive  organs,  with  a view 
to  alleviate  nervous  irritation,  before  we  pro- 
ceed to  thofe  feverer  methods,  which  the 
belief  of  the  exiftence  of  organic  or  vafcu- 
lar  difeafe  in  the  brain  would  induce  us  to 
inftitute.  lor  if  blood-letting  and  counter 
irritation  be  employed,  in  order  to  diminifh 
rafcular  adtion ; or  if  mercury  be  emploved 
to  fome  extent  in  order  to  induce  the  ab- 
le rpt  ion  of  depp fifed  fubflance ; thefe  mea- 
fures  mufl  aggravate  that  diforder  of  the 
general  health,  upon  which,  in  many  in- 
stances, the  nervous  alfection  depends. 
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My  object,  in  the  recital  of  the  foregoing 
eafes,  is  to  point  out  a caufe  of  local  paralyds, 
which  from  its  locality  would,  I fufpedt,  be  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  foine  local  dilbrder  of  the 
nerves  of  the  affected  part.  Such  an  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  would  con- 
fequently  lead  to  an  erroneous  treatment. 
If  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  thefe  cafes 
be  correct,  they  can  only  be  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  means  which  operate  upon  the 
conltitution  in  general.  I have  particularly 
recommended  that  our  efforts  fhould  be  di- 
rected to  correct  any  errors  that  may  exid; 
in  the  functions  of  the  primus  vias,  for  reafoos 
that  have  been  dated  in  the  preliminary  oib~ 
fervations.  Of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  endeavours 
I have  feen  many  more  in  dances  than  I have 
brought  forward ; indeed  the  propriety  of 
fuch  attempts  feems  fo  obvious,  that  I doubt 
not  but  they  will  be  made,  and  the  ede<d  of  them 
will,  by  that  means,  be  generally  demon- 
drated.  It  is  right  however  to  mention* 
that  in  fome  cafes  to  which  I have  attended* 
I have  been  foiled  in  my  endeavours  to  -cor- 
rect, by  the  dmple  raea  lures  which  I liave 
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related  in  the  introductory  remarks,  the  dif- 
orders  of  the  digeftiye  organs ; and  in  thefe 
I thought  that  the  diforder  of  the  digeitive 
organs  depended  on  fome  eftablifhed  difeafe 
in  the  brain. 

In  other  cafes,  when  the  functions  of  the 
digeitive  organs  had  been  partially  corrected, 
the  nervous  and  mufcular  affedtions  were  miti- 
gated, but  not  cured.  Indeed  futficient  time 
has  not  yet  elapfed  to  enable  me  to  form  a 
probable  opinion,  as  to  the  event  of  fome 
cafes,  to  which  I allude.  I have  alfo  met 
with  one  inltance,  in  which  the  bowels  be- 
came moderately  correct  in  their  functions, 
without  any  evident  amendment  in  the  ftate 
of  the  limbs ; and  1 have  known  two  inflances 
of  perfons,  who  were  luddenly  feized.  with 
paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities,  apparently 
dependent  on  general  nervous  diforder,  in 
which  the  digeitive  organs  fcarcely  feemed 
affected. 

In  feveral  of  the  cafes  which  I have  related, 

there  were  nervous  pains  in  the  aifedted  limbs- 

That 
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That  local  nervous  pains  may  depend  on  ge- 
neral nervous  dilbrder  feCms  to  me  very  pro- 
bable; at  lealt,  I can  take  upon  me  to  affirm, 
that  1 have  known  nervous  pains  cured  by 
correcting  the  diforders,  which  in  thefe  cafes 
exiltcd  in  the  digeftive  organs.  In  the  cafes 
alfo  of  tic  douloureux  which  have  fallen  under 
my  obfervation,  there  has  been  great  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs ; and  I have  known 
cafes  refembling  thole  of  tic  douloureux  cured 
by  correcting  the  unhealthy  ftate  of  thole 
organs. 

I with  finally  to  excite  the  attention  of  Sur- 
geons to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  in  tetanus. 
The  occurrence  of  this  diforder  occafionally, 
when  the  wound  which  produced  it  is  heal- 
ing, feems  to  indicate  that  the  effects,  which 
have  been  produced  by  its  irritation,  continue. 
It  has  been,  I think,  fully  fhewn,  that  local 
irritation  may  diforder  the  digeftive  organs ; 
which  diforder  continuing,  and  aggravating 
the  affectum  of  the  fenforium,  may  poffibly 
lead  to  the  production  of  tetanus,  at  a time 
when  the  wound  is  no  longer  irritable.  In 
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four  cafes  of  tetanus,  in  which  I had  an  op- 
portunity of  inquiring  into  the  Hate  of  the 
bowels,  the  evacuations  from  them  were  not 
like  faeces.  I with  to  propofe,  in  inveftigating 
the  caufe  of  tetanus,  as  a queftion,  what  is  the 
Hate  of  the  bowels  between  the  inflidtion  of 
the  injury  and  the  occurrence  of  that  dreadful 
malady  * ? 


* Such  cafes  as  I have  related,  with  others  that  it  would  be; 
foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe  to  mention,  have  imprefTcd  the 
opinion  on  my  mind,  that  diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  may 
originally  caufe,  or  may  fecondarily  aggravate,  a nervous  dil'order ; 
and  produce,  as  has  been  <f  mentioned,  in  the  nervous  fyftem,  an 
abolition  of  the  fundtions  of  the  brain  j or  a itate  of  exci- 
tation caufing  delirium,  partial  nervous  inadtivity,  and  in- 
fenfibility ; or  the  oppofite  ftate  of  (irritation  and  pain  : in 
the  mufcular  fyftem,  weaknefs,  tremors,  and  palfy  j or  the 
contrary  affedtions  of  fpafmsand  convulfions.”  Could  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  be  proved,  it  w’ould  be  fcarcely  neceftary  to  add, 
that  thofe  painful  affedtions  of  parts,  to  which  perhaps  fomc 
pre- difpofttion  exifts,  rriay  be  excited  in  a ftmilar  manner;  fuch 
as  gout  and  rheumatilm.  Indeed  rheumatic  pains  are  very 
ttfually  concomitant  upon  that  ftate  of  confutation,  which  exifterf 
in  the  patients,  whofe  cafes  I am  relating. 
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CASES. 

Section  IT. 


I fhall  next  lpeak  of  thofe  cafes,  in  which 
local  diforders  of  the  head,  produced  by  blows, 
are  kept  up  and  aggravated  by  affedions  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  After  what  has  been 
obferved  refpeding  the  reciprocal  influence  of 
difeafes  of  the  brain,  and  of  the  chylopoietic 
vifcera,  it  will  readily  be  admitted,  that  an 
injury  of  the  former  may  difturb  the  fun&ions 
of  the  latter.  Thus,  concuflion  of  the  brain 
occafions  vomiting  as  one  of  its  immediate 
confequences,  and  will  alfo  be  found  to  pro- 
duce almoff:  constantly,  at  a more  remote  pe- 
riod, that  diffrirbance  of  the  digeftive  organs* 
which  I have  defcribed  in  this  paper.  If  the 
difturbance  be  only  moderate  in  degree,  but 
continued,  it  will  often  re-ad  upon  the  head, 
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fo  as  to  occaffon  an  irritable  ffate  of  the  injured 
parts,  and  impede  their  recovery. 

In  many  cafes  of  blows  upon  the  head,  a 
How  inflammatory  affection  continues  in  the 
parts  chiefly  injured,  and  ultimately  produces 
deltru&ive  difeafes.  The  bone  lometimes  be- 
comes difeafed,  or  an  exoffoffs  grows  from  its 
internal  table  ; the  dura  mater  becomes  thick- 
ened, or  matter  llowly  collects  on  its  furface. 
Such  local  diforders  produce  others  of  a more 
general  nature,  and  deffroy  the  patient.  Thefe 
occurrences  are  however,  in  my  opinion,  rare 
in  comparifon  with  the  cafes  firff  defcribed; 
in  which  a. painful  ffate  of  the  injured  parts  is 
kept  up  by  means  of  diforder  exiffing  in  the 
digeftive  organs.  The  neceffity  for  an  accu- 
rate difcrimination  between  thefe  diforders, 
muff  ffrike  us  on  the  moff  fuperficial  view 
of  the  fubjetff ; for  the  lowering  treatment 
which  is  neceffary  in  the  firff  and  rarer  cafe 
would  be  detrimental  in  the  fecond  and 
more  frequent.  By  attending  to  the  ffate 
of  the  digeffive  organs  in  thefe  dubious  cafes, 

we  may  be  enabled  to  form  a probable  opi- 
nion 
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ftion  of  the  nature  of  the  local  complaint ; 
for  if  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  the  general 
health  to  excite  or  maintain  it,  we  may  rea- 
lonably  conclude  that  it  is  merely  local ; on 
the  other  hand,  the  inefficacv  of  evacuations 
in  curing  the  local  difeafe  would  naturally 
fuggeft  the  opinion,  that  it  proceeds  from 
irritation,  and  is  dependent  on  a diforder  of 
the  health  in  general.  It  fhould  be  further 
obferved,  that  when  the  local  difeafe  is  of  an 
inflammatory  nature,  and  likely  to  induce 
morbid  alterations  in  the  Arudture  of  the 
a fleeted  parts,  flill  it  may  be  maintained  and 
aggravated  by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs. 
I have  very  frequently  feen  patients  fufler 
lb  feverely  as  to  warrant  a fufpicion,  that  local 
dileafe  of  the  molt  formidable  nature  exifled  ; 
in  thefe  the  ufual  methods  of  treatment 
were  ineffectual ; and  they  recovered  luddcnly 
or  flowly,  in  proportion  as  the  flate  of  the 
digeflive  organs  was  corrected.  I fliall  relate 
fome  examples  of  the  difeafe  under  confldera- 
tion,  which  will  enable  the  reader  to  identify 
the  cafe,  when  it  occurs  in  pra&ice. 
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CASE. 


A young  gentleman,  about  ten  years  of 
age,  fell  out  of  a window,  fix  feet  high,  and 
llruck  the  back  part  of  his  head  again!!  fome 
ftones.  He  was  flunned  by  the  blow,  but 
perfectly  recovered  from  the  efledls  of  the 
accident  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  a low 
diet.  He  caught  the  fcariet-fever  about  fix 
weeks  afterwards;  and  recovered  from  that 
alfo.  But,  whilf!  he  was  convalelcent,  the 
pains  returned  in  that  part  of  the  head  which 
had  been  ftruck,  with  fo  much  violence  as 
to  induce  the  belief  that  fomelerious  local  mif- 
chief  would  enfuc.  After  they  had  continued 
without  abatement  for  a few  days,  I was 
defired  to  fee  him.  He  was  lying  in  bed, 
and  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  on  to  lift  his 
head  from  the  pillow.  The  integuments  of 
the  occiput  were  fo  tender,  that  he  would 
hardly  allow  me  to  examine  the  part ; I af- 
certained,  however,  that  there  was  no  fluid 
under  the  fcalp,  nor  any  inequality  in  the 
bone.  He  dozed  a good  deal,  and  lay  in  a 

comatofe 
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comatofe  date,  but  was  occadonally  redlefs. 
His  pulfe  was  very  frequent,  his  fkin  hot  and 
dry,  and  his  tongue  covered  with  a thick  yel- 
low fur.  He  breathed  almod  without  moving 
the  diaphragm,  and  complained  much  if  the 
epigadric  region  was  compreded.  He  loathed 
food ; his  bowels  were  codive,  and  his  dools 
of  a blackilh  colour.  He  was  ordered  to  take 
fmall  dofes  of  calomel  at  night,  and  draughts 
with  rhubarb  and  kali  vitriolatum  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  tongue  foon  became  clean,  and  the 
dools  natural ; his  appetite  and  fpirits  re- 
turned, and  he  no  longer  complained  of  any 
uneadnefs  in  the  head. 

This  cafe  prefents  us  with  a driking  ex- 
ample of  what  I believe  to  be  a common  oc- 
currence; I mean,  a difordered  date  of  the 
digedive  organs  taking  place  fubfequent  to  a 
condderable  febrile  adedtion.  Indeed,  when 
we  reded:  in  how  weak  and  irritable  a date 
the  brain  mud  be  left  upon  the  fubddence  of 
fuch  a diforder,  and  how  much  the  chylo- 
poietic  vifcera  mud  fuffer  from  the  impaired 
and  difordered  energy  of  the  brain,  we  might 
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naturally  expert  fueh  a derangement  of  the 
functions  of  the  digehive  organs  to  enfue. 
When  Inch  dilorder  happens  in  this  manner, 
it  frequently  produces  many  local  difeafes,  to 
which  the  conhitution  may  perhaps  be  pre- 
dilpofed  ; a circumfiance  I fliall  lpeak  of 
in  a future  part  of  this  paper.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  it  brought  on  a painful  hate  of  parts  re- 
cently injured,  with  a confiderable  degree  of 
fever.  That  the  morbid  hate  of  the  llomach 
and  bowels  was  the  caufe  of  both  is  fairly  to 
be  inferred  from  their  ceaiing  lo  immediately, 
when  the  diforder  of  the  digehive  organs  was 
corre&ed,  A cafe  of  this  kind,  prel'enting  an 
example  of  hidden  recovery,  is  particularly 
valuable,  becaufe  it  clearly  demonhrates  the 
caufe  and  the  effect  in  fuch  difeafes.  The 
caufe  can  indeed  be  feldom  fo  iuddenly  re- 
moved ; and  the  gradual  ceffation  ot  it  under 
any  plan  of  treatment  leaves  room  for  a 
variety  of  conjectures,  as  to  the  mode  of  cure 
or  of  recovery  from  thofe  diforders,  which  I 
have  conhdered  as  effects,  I could  relate 
manv  ca'bs  of  hmitar  but  lefs  ievere  fymptoms 

produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  winch  gradually 

got 
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got  well,  in  proportion  as  the  diforders  of  the 
digeflive  organs  were  corredled.  As  it  does 
not,  however,  appear  to  me  neceffary  to 
accumulate  in  fiances  to  prove  fo  obvious  a 
fadt,  I fhall  content  myfelf  with  adducing 
two  more  cafes,  to  exhibit  fuch  effects  in 
different  points  of  view. 


CASE. 

A lady  fell  down  in  frofty  weather,  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  feet  flipping  from  under  her, 
and  the  occiput  flruck  againft  a fmooth  ltone 
pavement.  She  was  ftunned  by  the  fall,  but 
foon  recovered ; nor  had  Ihe  for  fome  weeks 
the  fevere  fymptoms,  which  appeared  in  the 
fequcl.  This  circumftance  fliews  that  there 
was  nothing  produced  by  the  blow  that  ne- 
ccffarily  caufed  the  fubfcquent  fymptoms ; 
which  mult  therefore  be  attributed  to  in- 
flammation or  irritation  taking  place  after- 
wards. After  fome  weeks  had  elapled  from 
the  time  of  the  accident,  the  parts  which  had 
been  flruck  became  extremely  painful ; and 

the 
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the  pain  extended  forwards  over  the  fcalp  to 
the  right  eye,  the  light  of  which  became  im- 
perfect. The  integuments  upon  which  the 
blow  had  been  received  were  extremely  ten- 
der, and  the  patient  became  faint  when  they 
were  examined  even  llightly,  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  naturally  induced  a belief  that 
fome  difeafe  was  taking  place ; and  bleeding 
and  purging  were  employed  to  prevent  its 
progrefs.  The  fymptoms  were  mitigated 
for  a time  by  thefe  means,  but  they  quickly 
returned  with  as  much  feveritv  as  before. 

■i  •/ 

After  three  months  the  patient  came  to  Lon- 
don, fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  an 
operation  would  be  of  permanent  benefit. 
When  I firfi:  faw  her,  fire  tottered  in  moving 
from  one  chair  to  another,  and  replied  to  quef- 
tions  with  hefitation  and  effort.  Her  eye-fight 
was  fa  much  affedted,  that  file  could  not  read  ; 
and  the  entertained  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
Ihould  lofe  her  fenfes.  Her  tongue  was  but 
llightly  furred ; her  bowels  were  habitually 
coftive,  and  the  fiools  dark  coloured.  It  w^as 
evident  where  the  injury  had  been  received ; 
for  the  aponeurofis  had  been  feparated  from 

the 
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the  pericranium  by  an  eifuiion  of  blood ; and* 
though  this  blood  had  been  abforbed,  the 
detachment  of  the  fcalp  was  diftinguifhable 
by  the  touch.  No  inequality  was  perceptible 
in  the  fur  face  of  the  bone.  When  I men- 
tioned my  fufpicion  that  thefe  fymptoms  were 
rather  the  effect  of  irritability  of  conftitution, 
dependent  on  the  Ifate  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  than  of  local  mifchief,  file  gave  not 
the  lead  credit  to  the  opinion ; but  faid  fhe 
was  perfuaded  that  the  bone  was  barred,  and 
that  three  Mures  extended  in  different  direc- 
tions. I ordered  her  to  take  five  grains  of 
the  pilul.  hydrarg.  every  fecond  night,  and  a 
draught  twice  a day,  containing  one  ounce  ot 
the  compound  infufion  of  gentian,  two  drams 
of  the  infufion  of  fenna,  and  one  dram  of 
the  compound  ti nature  of  cardamoms,  Thefe 
medicines  produced  a confiderable  purgative 
efFect.  On  the  fecond  day  there  was  but  little 
pain  in  the  head;  the  patient  walked  about 
the  room  very  fteadily,  and  had  read  a news- 
paper in  the  morning.  When  I alked  her 
opinion  of  this  furprifing  alteration,  fhe  im- 
puted it  to  the  evacuations  which  had  taken 
place;  but  the  w~as  iiill  perfuaded  that  the 

bone 
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bone  was  injured,  and  Hill  apprehend  ve  that, 
without  fome  operation,  the  fhould  ultimately 
lofe  her  fenfes.  The  medicines  were  con- 
tinued in  fuch  quantity  as  to  procure  only  one 
alvine  evacuation  daily.  A fortnight  elapfed 
under  this  plan  of  treatment,  during  which 
the  Hools  became  nearly  of  a natural  colour, 
and  the  patient’s  health  was  condderably 
amended.  There  were  times  when  no  unea- 
finefs  was  felt  in  the  head ; and,  during  fome 
nights,  the  pain  was  fo  trivial  as  to  give  but 
little  interruption  to  her  deep.  It  was,  how- 
ever, occadonally  difturbed  by  pains,  which 
were,  in  her  opinion,  as  intenfe  as  at  any  for- 
mer period  of  the  complaint.  Her  pulle  was 
good,  and  her  mufcular  drength  greatly  im- 
proved. The  occurrence  of  the  pain  in  pa- 
roxyfms  drongly  impreded  me  with  the  belief 
that  it  was  nervous,  rather  than  depending 
upon  local  difeafe.  Under  thele  circumftances 
all  ideas  of  an  operation  were  difmifled  from 
my  mind,  but  it  was  far  otherwife  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  patient.  Being  obliged  to  return 
into  the  country,  die  confidered  the  podibility 
of  a relapfe  with  horror ; and  was  fo  con-t 
vinced  that  the  bone  had  been  injured,  that 

die 
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ihe  earneilly  requeued  it  might  be  examined, 
were  it  merely  to  afeertain  what  was  the 
fad.  I law  no  objection  to  this  examination, 
but  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  advantage 
might  poflibly  arife  from  an  incilion,  which 
would  loofen  the  tendon  ot  the  fcalp,  and 
produce  a difcharge  that  might  relieve  the 
irritation  of  the  part.  I accordingly  made  an 
incifion  of  a femicircular  form,  extending  tar- 
ther  back  than  the  part,  which  had  been 
ibruck,  and  turned  up  a portion  of  the  fcalp, 
fo  as  to  fee  the  bone,  covered  by  its  pericra- 
nium, to  the  extent  of  a crown  piece.  The 
bone  was  uninjured,  and,  together  with  the 
pericranium,  appeared  perfectly  natural.  1 he 
fcalp  being  replaced,  the  wound  wais  dreffed 
fuperficialjy,  without  any  attempt  to  favour 
the  union  ot  the  parts.  It  they  united  under 
tliefe  circumftances,  there  would  be  an  addi- 
tional reafon  for  believing,  that  neither  the 
bone  nor  the  lubjacent  parts  were  diicafed. 
The  pain  was  as  levere  for  the  two  frit  days 
and  nights  after  this  examination  as  it  had 
been  at  any  former  period ; it  abated  when 
the  wound  began  to  difcharge,  and  had  en- 
tirely 
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tirely  ceafed  on  the  fifth  day.  This  fiate  of 
tranquillity  continued  as  long  as  the  patient 
remained  in  town,  which  was  about  three 
weeks  after  the  divifion  of  the  fcalp.  The 
wound  at  that  time  had  nearly  healed.  She 
has  fince  had  occafional  returns  of  pain  in  the 
head  when  her  general  health  has  been  difor- 
dered,  but  never  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  a 
fiutpicion  that  any  local  valcular  difeale  exified. 

To  exhibit  the  effects  of  the  re-action  of 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  upon  thofe 
of  the  head  in  another  point  of  view,  I fub- 
join  the  following  cafe. 


C A S E. 

May  2 9,  1 80 5,  a labouring  man,  aged 
forty-five,  fell  from  a conliderable  height 
upon  his  head,  and  was  immediately  brought 
to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital.  No  fradurs 
of  the  fkull  could  be  difcerned : and  the 
patient  feemed  to  labour  under  the  effeds  of 

violent  concufiion  of  the  brain.  By  vene- 

fedion 
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lection  and  other  antiphlogiflic  means,  lie 
loon  recovered  his  fenfes.  Every  thing  went 
on  very  favourably  for  three  days,  when  he 
was  attacked  with  lhivering,  naufea,  pain  in 
the  head,  impatience  of  light,  and  other  lymp- 
toms,  which  ulually  are  confidered  as  denoting 
inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain. 
He  was  confequently  bled  ; and  had  a blitter 
applied  on  the  head.  He  was  fuddenly  leized 
in  the  evening  with  a more  excruciating 
pain  in  the  head,  which,  after  lafting  half  an 
hour,  was  fucceeded  by  convulfions,  fo  vio- 
lent that  three  men  could  fcarcely  hold  him. 
When  the  tit  abated,  he  exprefled  himfelf 
much  relieved,  and  laid  that  he  was  eafier 
than  before  its  acceflion.  Some  calomel  and 
rhubarb  wrere  given  to  obviate  a coftive  flate 
of  his  bowels.  On  the  next  morning  (June 
2nd.)  he  had  a return  of  the  pain  and  con- 
vulfions ; and  the  fymptoms  w^ere  fo  violent, 
that  he  wras  bled  four  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  This  treatment,  however,  had  no 
effed  in  diminifliing  the  pain  and  other 
fymptoms,  and  another  fit  of  convulfions  took 
place  in  the  evening.  The  purgative  operated 
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on  the  fucceeding  night,  and  brought  away 
a large  quantity  of  highly- offenfive  feculent 
matter  of  a light  greenifh-yellow  colour.  On 
the  3d  of  June  his  breath  was  extremely 
cffenffve ; his  lkin  hot  and  dry ; his  pulfe 
quick ; his  tongue  thickly  furred ; and  he 
had  great  tendemefs  in  the  epigaftric  region, 
and  right  hypochondrium.  He  was  ordered 
to  take  two  grains  of  calomel  immediately, 
and  a faline  medicine  at  intervals ; this  pro- 
duced two  motions  in  the  courfe  of  the  dav. 

•/ 

By  purfuing  this  plan  for  a few  days,  the 
hate  of  his  bowels  was  rendered  more  regu- 
lar, and  the  difcharges  acquired  a healthy 
colour;  in  proportion  as  this  was  effected, 
the  tendernefs  of  the  abdomen  was  removed, 
and  the  tongue  became  clean.  He  had  no 
return  of  convulfions,  the  pain  and  other  fymp- 
toms  fubflded,  and  in  a fhort  time,  when  the 
digeftive  organs  had  been  rehored  to  a natural 
hate,  he  went  out  of  the  Hofpital  perfe&ly 
well. 


Cafes  of  this  description  have  been  noted 

from  the  earlieff  ages.  Many  paffages  are 

to 
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to  be  met  with  in  Galen,  that  (hew  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  circumhances 
that  have  been  hated  in  this  feCtion.  Ber- 
trandi  * has  related  inhances  of  abfceffes 
taking  place  in  the  liver  confequent  to  injuries 
of  the  head.  Andouillef  relates  additional 
cafes,  and  makes  further  obfervations  on  the 
fame  fubjeCl.  Of  late,  Richter  J has  deli- 
vered fimilar  opinions,  and  has  directed  the 
practice  which  fhould  be  purfued,  when  the 
head  is  difordered  by  the  re-a6tion  of  affec- 
tions of  the  digehive  organs.  Still  however 
thefe  circumhances  feem  to  me  to  be  hated 
rather  as  occafional,  than  as  occurrences 
which  are  common  and  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected, and  I therefore  think  myfelf  war- 
ranted in  fuppohng,  that  they  have  not  made 
a fuhicient  impreflion  on  the  minds  ot  Sur- 
geons, in  this  country  at  leah. 

I beg  leave,  in  the  conclusion  of  this  fec- 
tion,  to  repeat  what  was  faid  in  the  former 

* Memoires  de  l’Academie  de  Chirurgie,  tom.  3,  p.  484. 

f Ibid,  p.  506. 

t Chirurg.  Biblioth,  b.  via,  p.  538. 
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one,  viz.  that  I conflder  the  difeafc  as  depend- 
ing  on  nervous  irritation  in  the  parts  affected, 
which  is  either  caufed,  maintained,  or  ag- 
gravated by  diforders  of  the  digeffive  organs. 
Yet  as  the  local  difeale  muff  be  regarded  as 
chiefly  nervous,  it  might,  in  foine  rare  in- 
ffances,  exift  independently  of  any  manifeff 
diforder  of  thofe  organs.  I may  further 
add,  that  much  nervous  irritation  in  any 
part  generally  excites  vafcular  action.  It  be- 
comes therefore  highly  important  to  attend 
to  the  nature  and  cure  of  fuch  diforder,  as  it 
might  ultimately  lead  to  the  production  of 
organic  difeale,  which  would  deftroy  the 
patient. 


CASES, 
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Section  III. 


I proceed  to  fpeak  of  fome  difeafes  of  the 
throat,  ikin,  and  bones,  which  fo  much  re  fern- 
ble  venereal  complaints,  that  they  are  fre- 
quently treated  as  fuch ; but  which  take 
place  without  any  reafonable  ground  for 
attributing  them  to  the  abforption  of  any 
morbific  poifon.  A diforder  of  the  digeltive 
organs  eonllantly  exilfs  in  thcfe  cafes ; and 
produces,  or  at  leaf!  aggravates  and  protracts 
a hate  of  weaknefs  and  irritability  of  con- 
flitution ; to  which  the  origin  of  the  difeafe 

"ft  * 

muft  undoubtedly  be  referred. 


CASE. 

...  O)  ;; rjr  * »ii  l 0 . ryio  '{kUx\ 

urj  <1  ‘ ' r'l-jyh 

A gentleman  redding  in  the  country,  who 
had  been  many  years  married,  and  wdiofe 
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moral  character  prevented  any  fufpicion  of 
his  having  expofed  himfelf  to  venereal  infec- 
tion, had  an  ulcer  in  the  right  tonlil,  poflefling 
every  character  of  a truly  iyphilitic  fore.  The 
figure  of  the  ulceration  was  oval;  it  had 
extended  itfelf  deeply,  and  prefented  a furface 
covered  with  adhering  matter,  and  without  the 
lead:  appearance  of  granulations.  It  had  con- 
tinued three  months  without  amendment,  al- 
though  various  medicines  had  been  employed 
during  that  period.  Thefe  circumfhances  im- 
preded  the  minds  of  the  medical  attendants  with 
an  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  was  venereal.  Qn 
me  they  had  a contrary  eifeCt.  I thought 
that  a venereal  ulcer  would  have  become 
materially  worfe  in  that  time,  as  mercury 
had  not  been  ufed  to  arrelt  its  progrefs.  Find- 

mm  • ■ * 1 . y # t 1 > l-J 

ing  that  the  patient  had  a furred  tongue,  and 
dilbrder  of  the  digeitive  organs,  I recom- 
mended, as  the  firfl  objeCl  of  attention,  the 
correction  of  that  derangement  of  the  Ito- 
inach,  from  which  the  fore-throat  had  pro- 
bably originated.  The  patient  went  to  the 
fea-hde,  where  his  throat  was  alternately 
better  and  worfe  ; but  the  diniendons  ot 
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the  ulcer  were  not  enlarged.  Three  months 
elapfed  before  I faw  the  patient  a fecond 
time;  when  I told  him,  that  my  argument 
agamft  the  complaint  being  venereal  was 
greatly  Trengthencd.  It  was  manifeT  that 
the  diforder,  to  which  I had  imputed  the  fore. 
Till  exiTed.  Being  unwilling  however  that 
the  relponlibility  fhould  rell  entirely  upon 
myfelf,  I advifed  him  to  confult  another  fur- 
geon,  who,  judging  of  the  nature  of  the 
fore  from  its  appearance  (which  indeed  was 
Trikingly  char adtefifti cal  of  venereal  difeafe), 
recommended  a courfe  of  mercury.  The 
patient  underwent,  in  confcquence  of  this 
advice,  a regular  mercurial  courfe ; during 
which  the  fore  got  well.  Between  two  and 
three  months  afterwards  another  fore  formed 
in  the  palate,  which  had  the  characters  of 
a venereal  ulcer,  in  a Till  more  linking  de- 
gree, if  polhble,  than  the  former.  It  was 
lituated  juT  where  the  foft  palate  pro- 
ceeds from  the  bone.  It  was  of  a circular 
figure,  and  lb  deep  as  to  expole  the  hone. 
The  circumference  of  the  ulcer  was  tumid 
and  inflamed;  its  edges  were  not  fmooth, 
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but  bad  a tendency  to  ulcerate.  There  was 
no  appearance  of  granulations,  and  the  dii- 
cliarge  adhered  to  the  furface  of  the  ulcer. 
The  patient  now  applied  to  me  again ; when 
I repeated  • my  original  opinion,  that  thefe 
fores  depended  on  the  hate  of  his  health  in 
general.  He  confulted  another  Surgeon,  who 
recommended  the  ufe  of  the  Lifbon  Diet- 
Drink,  with  the  application  of  the  oxymel 
seruginis  to  the  part ; under  which  treatment 
the  ulcer  healed ; and  no  other  complaint 
has  fince  occurred,  though  two  years  have 
elapfed. 

* r . j.  f 

CASE. 

A gentleman,  who  w as  habitually  fubjedt 
in  a great  degree  to  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  had  an  excoriation  of  the  prepuce, 
which  had  continued  about  three  weeks, 
when  copper-coloured  eruptions  came  out 
all  over  his  body,  fo  ftrikingly  finular  to 
thofe  which  are  venereal,  that  fome  ot  his 
medical  attendants  recommended  the  imme- 
diate ufe  of  mercury.  It  was  however  agreed 

to 
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to  delay  the  mercurial  courfe  for  a little  time ; 
and  to  give  the  patient  half  a grain  of  calomel, 
with  three  grains  of  hemlock  night  and 
morning,  and  a folution  ot  magnefia  vitriolata 
in  mint- water,  fo  as  to  keep  the  bowels 
freely  open.  The  lpots  began  to  die  away 
aim  oh  immediately,  and  foon  difappeared  alto- 
gether. The  patient  then  mentioned  that 
lie  had  feveral  times  had  the  fame  kind  of 
eruption,  which  had  difappeared  in  like  man- 
ner upon  taking  fome  opening  medicines. 

In  calling  the  reader’s  attention  to  thofe 
difeafes  of  the  bones  which  refcmble  fyplii? 
litic  affections,  I lhall  not  pretend  to  relate 
any  cafe  in  detail ; for  Surgeons  can  feldom 
trace  the  progrefs  of  tliefe  difeafes  tor  them? 
fclves,  but  are  obliged  to  rely  on  the  doubtful 
liiltory  given  of  their  patients.  I fhall  endear 
Tour  to  fketch  the  principal  parts  of  the 
fubjeCt,  referring  to  particular  cafes,  merely 
to  fhew  that  the  picture  is  not  drawn  from 
fancy,  but  is  copied  from  nature. 

I have  been  frequently  confultcd  on  account 
of  fuppofed  venereal  affections  of  the  hones  \ 

where 


1 IB 


ON  DISORDERS 


where  the  perioiieum  has  been  thickened  and 
tender,  and  the  bone  enlarged,  and  the  con- 
comitant pains  have  been  fo  much  aggravated 
at  night  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  rell.  The 
hiftory  of  the  cafe  has  removed  all  iufpicion 
of  a venereal  origin ; while  general  indifpo- 
fition,  a furred  tongue,  lots  of  appetite,  and 
other  attendant  ly mptoms,  have  clearly  indi- 
cated great  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic  vifeera. 
By  attending  to  the  ftate  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans in  thefe  cafes,  the  patient’s  health  is 
amended  ; the  general  rheumatic  pains  are  di- 
rninilhed ; deep  is  procured  ; and  tlie  difeafp 
has  receded  almoft  .entirely.  After  fome  time 


has  elap fed,  the  hone  may  again  fwell,  the 
fwelling  may  again  be  checked,  and  return  no 
more.  Perhaps  fimilar  difeafes  pay  take 
place  in  other  bones,  at  times  very  remote 
from  the  fir  ft  occurrence  of  the  diforder.  If 
mercury  be  not  employed,  there  are  decide 
pircum  fiances  in  the  hiftory  pt  the  difeafe, 
which  prove  that  it  is  not  fyphilitic.  Some: 


times  fuppuration  takes  place,  and  expofes  the 
bone  : this  occafionally  proves  a kind  of  cribs 
to  the  difeafe  at  that  part.  But  the  circum- 


stances of 

j > t *.  • 
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thefe  difeafes  are 
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fo  variable,  as  to 
preclude 
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preclude  a complete  enumeration  of  their 
lymptoms. 

I fhall  briefly  mention  the  cafes  of  two  pa- 
tients, by  whom  I was  confulted  about  the  fame 
time,  in  order  to  identify  the  difeafes  to  which  1 
allude.  Both  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  married 
for  many  years;  and  there  was  not  the  leall  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  any  morbific  poifon  had  been 
imbibed.  They  became  generally  indifpofed, 
had  reillefs  nights,  pain  in  the  head  and  about 
the  fhoulders  ; and  a painful  thickening  of  the 
periofteum  of  the  tibia,  with  enlargement  of 
the  bone,  took  place.  The  chylopoietic  vifcera 
were  difordered  in  both  thele  cafes.  One 
gentleman  had  ufed  mercury  repeatedly  to  a con- 
iiderable  extent,  which  produced  a temporary 
alleviation  of  his  difeafe;  but  his  iufferings 
feemed  to  be  augmented  upon  the  ceflation  ot 
the  mercurial  excitement.  The  other  patient 
never  ufed  any  mercury.  They  both  expe- 
rienced a coniiderable  mitigation  of  pain  from 
thole  medicines,  which  corrected  the  Hate  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs.  Their  difeafes  were 
checked,  and  never  became  again  lb  bad  as 

before 
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before  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  hate  of 
the  vifcera.  Both  thefe  patients  were  better 
or  worfe  as  the  hate  of  the  bowels  varied ; 
and  they  both  gradually,  but  llowly,  recovered. 

Similar  difeales  are  fo  common,  that  I be* 
lieve  every  furgeon  of  experience  will  admit 
that  affections  of  the  bones,  with  wandering 

* . i ' i O 

pains,  often  occur  from  general  diforder  of  the 
health.  I have  never  feen  thefe  cafes  unac- 

* < ‘ * . K • 

companied  by  diforder  of  the  chylopoietic 
organs ; and  1 have  always  found  them  moh 
benefited  by  whatever  has  tended  to  rectify 
the  functions  of  thefe  organs. 

There  was  no  reafon,  in  any  of  the  cafes 
alluded  to,  to  fufpect  the  abforption  of  poifon. 
I will  add  another,  to  corroborate  this  hate- 
men  t.  A gentleman,  who  had  been  married 
about  eight  years,  and  had  no  venereal  difeafe 
during  that  period,  was  feized  with  a violent 
fever.  Shortly  after  his  recovery,  a thicken- 
ing of  the  perioheum  on  the  parietal  bone 
took  place.  The  fcalp  was  alfo  much  fwollen, 
1b  as  to  threaten  fuppuration.  He  was  at  this 

time 
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tjme  in  ill  health,  and  had  great  derangement 
of  the  digeffive  organs.  By  fuch  attention  to 
this  latter  diforder  as  I have  mentioned  in 
former  cafes,  this  fwelling  lnbiided,  and  no 
trace  of  it  remained.  The  patient  afterwards 
went  into  the  country,  where  his  health  was 
ftill  more  amended.  In  about  twelve  months 
he  had  feveral  tumours  of  the  fame  kind  in 
different  parts  of  the  cranium ; one  alone 
threatened  to  fuppurate : for  thefe  he  under- 
went a mercurial  courfe,  which  relieved  them, 
fo  as  to  induce  him  to  perfevere  in  it  to  an 
extent,  which  aim  off  conftantly  cures  venereal 
difeafe.  His  health,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  mercurial  courfc,  being  much  difordered 
by  the  medicine,  his  difeafes  became  pro- 
portionally aggravated ; he  therefore  deffffed 
from  the  rife  of  mercury ; at  which  time  his 
complaints  were  but  little  better  than  at  thdv 
commencement.  Thefe  difeafes,  however, 
gradually  got  well  in  the  ipace  of  little  more 
than  a year;  ff ill  the  patient  continued  in  a 
bad  ffate  of  health,  the  iymptoms  0f  which 
were  a furred  tongue,  indigestion,  and  faulty 
biliary  fecretion. 
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I add  another  cafe,  which  came  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Baillie.  A ttudent  of  me* 
dicine,  who  attended  the  lectures  in  Windmill* 
ftreet,  was  obferved  to  look  very  much  out  of 
health ; and,  on  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  he 
had  nodes  upon  his  thins,  w'hich  fo  exa&ly 
refembled  thofe  that  are  venereal,  that  no 
doubt  was  entertained  of  their  being  of  that 
nature.  It  was  therefore  earnettly  recom- 
mended to  him  not  to  delay  the  mercurial 
courfe,  which  feemed  requitite  for  the  cure. 
He  was  very  reluctant  to  comply  with  this 
advice,  and  declared  upon  his  honour  that  he 
had  timilar  fwellings  before  he  had  had  any 
fexual  connection.  This  declaration  made  the 
mercurial  plan  be  laid  afide ; and  the  nodes 
got  well  by  a ttrong  decoction  of  larfaparilla, 
without  a tingle  grain  of  mercury  being  em- 
ployed. Now,  if  this  account  be  accurate,  it 
thews  that  difeafes  like  lyphilis  can  arife  from 
dilorder  of  the  health,  even  w ithout  any  fexual 
intercourfe. 

All  furgeons  of  experience  will,  I believe, 
admit  that  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis  occur 
1 ' * from 
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from  diforder  of  the  health  in  general.  In  all 
the  cafes  which  I have  indanced  there  was 
jnot  the  leaft  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  mor- 
bific pQifon  had  been  imbibed  to  produce  the 
difeafes  which  exiitcd.  I with  much  to  have 
this  point  afcertained  or  refuted  by  the  general 
experience  of  furgeons.  The  cafes,  which 
would  tend  to  edablifh  it,  muff  be  of  rare  oc- 
currence. Ail  the  indances,  to  which  I have 
alluded,  occurred  in  men  who  had  been  long 
parried,  and  on  whole  veracity  I could  rely. 
There  is  alfp,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  intrinfic 
evidence  in  each  cale  to  prove  that  the  difeafe 
was  not  venereal.  It  was  this  kind  ot  cafes 

which  I had  in  view  in  my  lall  publication, 

\ 

in  difcufling  the  quedion  whether  thole  dif- 
eafes, which  may  be  denominated  pfeudofy- 
philitic,  arile  from  fome  modification  ot  the 
venereal  poifon,  or  from  a peculiarity  of  con- 
ftitution  in  the  patients,  who  are  expofed  to 
the  abtion  of  truly  fyphiiitic  virus.  I have 
there  faid,  that  “ it  deferves  to  be  obferved 
that  difeafes  refembling  fyphilis  do  occur, 
without  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  any  mor- 
bific poifon  has  been  admitted  into  the  fydemT 

I have 
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I have  been  induced  to  dwell  upon  this  Tub** 
jedt,  which  may  perhaps  be  contidered  more 
fpeculative  than  ufeful,  becaufe,  if  the  opi- 
nion were  verified,  it  would  explain  the  oc- 
currence of  pfeudofyphilitic  difeafes  in  a very 
itriking  and  fatisfadtory  manner.  If  local 
difeafes,  refembling  fyphilis,  may  take  place 
in  the  throat,  fkin,  and  bones,  from  a certain 
Hate  of  weaknefs,  and  irritability  of  conftitu,- 
tion,  then  various  modifications  of  animal 
matter  being  abforbed  may  fo  diforder  the  ge- 
neral health  as  to  induce  fuch  a Hate  of  weak- 
nefs and  irritation,  which  is  likely  to  produce 
thofe  fymptoms ; and  fuch  fymptoms  are  ra- 
ther tp  be  regarded  as  arifing  from  the  pro- 
ppnfities  of  the  conflitution,  than  from  the 
peculiar  properties  of  the  matter  which  \s  im- 
bibed. It  is  fhewn  in  my  former  publication, 
that  the  poifon  which  produces  pfeudofyphi- 
litic fymptoms  is  fometimes  abforbed  without 
an  evident  breach  of  furface  in  the  fkin ; 
fometimes  from  a trivial  fore  which  loon 
heals ; whilft,  i'n  other  cafes,  it  produces  local 
fores  of  various  and  dillimilar  characters. 

# * • * ^ # » * - w * * i , * 
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If,  however,  the  reader  fhould  doubt  whe- 
ther dileafes  refembling  fyphilis  may  ariie 
without  the  abforption  of  infectious  matter, 
that  doubt  will  probably  be  removed  by  the 
faCts  which  are  recorded  in  the  next  Section ; 
for  it  will  there  be  fhewn  that  various  and 
diffimilar  local  difeafes  originate  from  the  fame 
fource,  I mean  from  a limilar  diforder  of  the 
health  in  general. 
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Section  IV. 


The  next  clafs  of  cafes,  to  which  I {hall 
call  the  reader’s  attention,  is  that  of  unhealthy 
indurations,  abfceffes,  and  fores*  Sometimes 
but  one  local  difeafe  of  this  defcription  exifts, 
but  in  general  they  break  out  in  fuccellion 
in  different  parts  of  the  body.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  their  fucceffive  formation  is,  I think, 
a proof  that  they  depend  upon  fome  error 
in  the  health  in  general ; and  I have  accord- 
ingly obferved  that  they  are  feldom,  if  ever, 
unattended  with  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs*  The  imperfect  hiftory,  which  the 
patients  generally  afford  of  their  previous 
Hate  of  health,  will  not  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine with  certainty,  that  the  diforder  of  the 
bowels  was  the  caufe  of  their  ill  health  and 

fublequent 
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fubfequent  local  difeafes  ; but  I can  confidently 
affirm,  that  thofe  dileafes  in  general  become 
tractable,  in  proportion  as  the  diforder  of  the 
vifeera  is  corrected ; and  that  frequently  no 
new  local  fymptoms  occur,  after  fome  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  Hate  of  the  digeflive 
organs.  The  difeafes  to  which  I allude,  have 
not  been  deferibed  in  books  of  Surgery ; and 
indeed  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  delineate  with 
precifion  their  various  appearances.  It  would 
be  quite  impracticable  to  deferibe  all  the 
difeafes  which  make  the  fubject  of  the  pre- 
fent  fection ; namely,  unhealthy  indurations, 
abfcefTes,  and  fores.  They  may  be  com- 
pared molt  juflly,  in  variety  and  number, 
with  the  infinitely  diverfified  combinations 
and  fhades  of  colour.  Yet  a brief  and  ge- 
neral defeription  of  them  will  aflifl  to 
recall  them  to  the  remembrance  of  the  expe- 
rienced lurgeon;  and  to  enable  the  inex- 
perienced practitioner  to  recognize  them  when 
they  occur. 

Some  of  thefe  affections  are  quite  fuper- 
ficial,  occupying  merely  the  fkin.  The  firl.t 

that. 
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that  I fliall  defcribe  is,  I believe,  well  known 
to  furgeons,  as  a difeafe,  which  is  frequently, 
though  not  conltantly,  cured  by  giving  mer- 
cury to  fuch  an  extent  as  llightly  to  affe<fl 
the  conflitutiori.  A fmall  induration  or  tu- 
bercle takes  place  in  the  fkin,  and  this  is 
followed  by  the  fuccetfive  formation  of  others 
at  fmall  diftances  from  the  original  one.  The 
Ikin  between  thefe  tubercles  becomes  thick- 
ened. Chord-like'  fubftances,  which  are  pro- 
bably indurated  abforbents,  may  fometimes 
be  felt,  extending  along  the  thickened  Ikin. 
The  tubercles  ulcerate,  and  form  foul  ulcers, 
which  heal  llowly  and  break  out  again. 

Another  fpecies  of  fuperficial  or  cutaneous 
ulcer  begins  generally  in  one  point,  and  ex- 
tends in  every  direction.  The  chalm  of  the 
nicer  is  formed  either  by  a very  fudden  ulcera- 
tion, or  by  lloughing.  A fore  is  left,  which 
firft  fecretes  a famous,  and  then  an  ichorous 
fluid.  Granulations  afterwards  arife,  and  the 
fore  heals.  The  granulations  are  however 
indurated  and  unfound  ; and  when  the  patient 
fuppofes  that  the  fore  is  cured,  it  is  fuddenly 
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reproduced  by  a proccfs  fimilar  to  that  by 
which  it  was  originally  occalioned.  After 
fome  time  the  ulcer  again  heals,  and  again 
breaks  out.  Whilfl  thefe  proceffes  are  going 
on  in  the  middle,  the  fore  enlarges  in  its 
circumference ; the  edges,  which  are  thick- 
ened, become  at  times  highly  inflamed,  and 
either  ulcerate  or  llough.  The  difpofition 
to  difeafe  is  aggravated  by  fits,  and  there 
are  intervals  when  it  is  apparently  tranquil. 
When  this  fore  has  enlarged  to  a conliderable 
extent,  in  the  manner  already  defcribed,  the 
central  parts,  which  have  healed  unfoundly, 
break  out  into  feparate  ulcers ; and  thus  pre- 
fent  an  appearance  of  fevcral  fores,  connected 
with  eacli  other  by  indurated  fkin  or  newly- 
formed  fubflance. 

I fhall  briefly  mention  fome  of  the  principal 
cireumftances  relating  to  the  lad:  fore  of  this 
defcription,  which  came  under  my  care.  The 
patient,  who  had  been  ill  for  more  than  two 
years,  and  had  taken  a great  deal  of  mercury, 
came  from  the  country  in  very  bad  health, 
and  with  his  digeftive  organs  much  difor- 
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dered.  The  fore  was  fo  painful,  particularly 
at  night,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
a good  deal  of  opium  to  procure  reft.  It 
occupied  the  back  of  the  hand  and  wrilt. 
He  had  had  fomewhat  fimilar  fores  on  his 
head  and  face ; but  they  were  nearly  healed, 
though  difpofed  to  ulcerate  again.  By  that 
attention  to  the  Itate  of  the  bowels  which 
I have  defcribed,  and  by  drelling  the  fore 
with  an  aqueous  folution  of  opium,  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  healed  in  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks  ; and  the  remainder  was  fo  much 
amended,  and  fo  little  painful,  that  he  had 
left  off  his  opium  fhortly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  treatment.  As  the  patient’s  cir- 
cumftances  made  it  inconvenient  to  him  to 
remain  in  town,  he  went  into  the  country, 
where  the  fore  broke  out  again.  He  then 
applied  to  a perfon  who  fold  a famous  diet- 
drink  ; and  before  he  had  taken  twelve  bottles, 
the  fore  was  perfectly  healed,  and  has  not 
fince  broke  out.  The  diet-drink,  he  fays,  had 
no  fenfible  operation  ; but  his  bowels  became 
regular  and  comfortable,  and  his  appetite 
amended  by  taking  it.,  * 


Another 
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Another  variety  of  thefe  fores  originates  in 
a more  deeply  feated  difeaie.  The  cellular 
fubfhmce  under  the  lkin  becomes  thickened, 
and  an  unhealthy  abfcefs  follows;  after  the 
btirfting  of  which,  a foul  fore  is  formed.  In 
confequence  of  this  procefs,  the  fafcia  of  the 
limb  is  fometimes  expofed  to  view,  and  feems 
to  have  Houghed  : when  the  Hough  has  fepa- 
iated,  the  difeafe  may  get  well  flowly.  In 
many  cafes,  however,  there  is  no  expofure,  nor 
reparation  of  the  fafcia.  Sometimes  the  fore 
does  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  ori- 
ginal induration,  but  heals  ilowly ; while 
other  difeafes  of  the  fame  kind  occur  in  luc- 
ceHion  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  In  other 
cafes,  the  ulceration  of  the  original  fore 
fpreads  along  the  contiguous  parts,  whilft 
thofe  which  were  firft  afFe&ed  get  well ; and 
thus  the  fore  album es  an  herpetic  character. 
In  many  cafes  the  ulceration  extends  from  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  fore,  and  thus  the 
fear  and  ulcerated  edges  have  a circular  or 
oval  form ; in  others,  the  difeafe  is  pro- 
pagated in  particular  directions,  fo  that  the 
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ulcerated  furface  preterits  the  moll  irregular 
and  peculiar  figures. 

Thefe  dileales  fometimes  are  fmall  in  extent 
in  the  beginning,  but  enlarge  confiderably  be- 
fore the  Ikin  gives  way ; and,  when  this  hap- 
pens, it  proves  a kind  of  crifis  to  the  difeafe, 
which  afterwards  heals  llowly.  In  thefe  cafes 
it  becomes  the  object  of  furgery  to  bring  the 
difeafe  to  a crifis,  whillt  it  is  yet  of  fmall  ex- 
tent ; w hich  may  be  effected  by  producing 
ulceration  of  the  Ikin  by  means  of  cauftic. 

Some  of  thefe  fores  are  formed  from  difeales 
beginning  in  the  abforbent  glands  ; in  wdiich 
cafe  the  gland,  having  firlt  been  indurated, 
fuppurates  and  burlts,  and  ulceration  enfues. 
When  this  circumltance  has  taken  place,  in 
an  abforbent  gland  of  the  neck  for  inftance, 
another  ulcer  may  form,  in  the  manner  above 
Hated,  in  the  Ikin  and  fubjacent  parts,  without 
any  gland  being  involved  in  it.  A third  ulcer, 
having  a difeafed  gland  for  its  caufe,  may  form 
in  the  vicinity ; and  thus  the  difeafe  proceeds 
without  any  regularity. 


1 once 
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I once  thought  it  a neceffiuy  but  molt 
difficult  talk  for  a furgeon  to  remark  the  va- 
rieties of  thole  difeafes,  in  order  to  underhand 
his  profeffion,  and  contribute  to  its  improve- 
ment. But,  fince  I have  found  that  thefe 
difeafes  indicate  lo me  diforder  of  the  health 
in  general,  the  correction  of  which  is  the 
great  objeft  in  their  cure  and  prevention,  I 
have  perceived  that  there  is  lels  necelftty  for 
undertaking  this  molt  arduous  inveltigation ; 
which,  indeed,  could  never  be  accomplilhed 
without  very  extenlivc  opportunities  and  inde- 
fatigable diligence. 

It  will  be  found  in  the  majority  of  thefe 
peculiar  difeafes,  that  the  patient  had  been 
indifpofed  for  fome  time  before  the  occurrence 
of  the  complaint,  and,  that  afterwards  the 
health  had  become  more  evidently  deranged. 
The  digeltive  organs  are  difordered.  The 
tongue  is  furred  at  the  back  part,  chiefly 
in  the  morning ; and  the  biliary  fecretion  is 
deficient  or  depraved.  My  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  correction  of  this  diforder ; 
and  the  molt  beneficial  effects  have  refulted 
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from  this  attention.  The  fores  have  healed 
readily  in  fome  inllances ; and,  in  thole  cafes 
where  many  had  formed  in  fucceffion,  no  new 
difeafe  has  in  general  taken  place.  In  tome 
few  inltances,  new  fores  have  formed  after 
the  medical  treatment  of  the  diforder  had 
commenced,  and  even  after  it  had  been  for 
fome  time  continued.  This  probably  ariles 
from  the  difficulty,  which  is  experienced  in 
correcting  an  habitual  and  long  continued 
conltitutional  diforder,  In  fome  hill  rarer 
cafes  I have  found  fimilar  but  much  milder 
difeafes  arife,  after  the  diforder  of  the  digehive 
organs  had  been  in  a great  degree  corrected. 

Whilft  I am  writing  this,  there  are  four 
patients,  whom  I have  attended  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew’s holpital,  with  thefe  difeafes ; which 
I mention,  to  fhew  the  younger  part  of  the 
profeffion  how  frequent  they  are.  The  health 
of  thefe  patients  has  been  furprifingly  amended 
in  a very  fhort  period,  by  employing  the 
means  which  I have  defcribed ; and  the  fores 
have  healed  rapidly,  although  nothing  but 
fimple  dreffings  have  been  applied  to  them. 
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It  is  not  meant  bv  thefe  oblervations  to  de- 

m/ 

predate  the  utility  of  topical  applications  to 
dileafed  fores,  but  merely  to  lliew  liow  much 
they  depend  on  the  llate  of  the  health  in  ge- 
neral ; for  fome  of  them,  which  have  remained 
uncorreded  by  a great  variety  of  local  appli- 
cations, will  get  well  under  limple  dreflings, 
when  the  llate  of  the  conliitution  is  amended. 
It  is  not,  however,  to  be  expeded  that  this 
will  generally  happen  ; for  local  dileafed  ac- 
tions have  been  excited,  are  ellablilhed,  and 
may  continue,  independently  of  the  caul# 
which  produced  them.  Topical  remedies  will, 
under  thefe  circumflances,  be  employed  with 
the  greatefl  advantage.  Again,  topical  appli- 
cations are  of  the  highelt  utility  in  general 
pradice,  becaufe  an  irritable  fore  affeds  the 
whole  conliitution,  and  aggravates  and  main- 
tains that  difordcr  by  which  it  might  liave 
been  originally  caufed.  The  difordcr  of  the 
digeltive  organs  cannot  in  ninny  inltances  be 
corroded,  till  the  fretful  iiate  of  the  local 
difeafe  is  diminilhed.  1 may  further  mention, 
with  relation  to  this  fubjcd,  that  1 have  leen 
patients  who  fcarcely  ever  llcpt,  from  the  pain 
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of  the  local  difeafe,  whofe  ftomachs  were 
greatly  difordered,  and  who  had  a diftrefs- 
ing  purging,  which  could  only  be  controlled 
by  opium,  deep  without  interruption  during 
the  night : regain  their  appetite,  and  have 
their  bowels  become  tranquil  and  regu- 
lar, when,  after  various  trials,  a dreding  has 
at  lad  been  applied,  which  quieted  the  irri- 
table date  of  the  fore.  It  is  right  however 
to  mention,  that  the  effects  of  fuch  an  ap- 
plication are  not,  in  general,  permanent;  but 
after  a time  the  fore  becomes  again  fretful, 
and  requires  fome  new  drefling  to  loothe  or 

controul  its  irritability. 

•/ 

I have  feen  fome  cafes  of  fuch  dileafed 
fores  as  I have  deforibed,  in  confutation 
with  other  furgeons,  who  have  become  con- 
vinced that  my  opinions  are  well  founded. 
Others  have  occurred,  even  in  the  perlons 
of  medical  men,  whofe  feelings  co-operated 
to  render  their  conviction  more  drong. 

Having  thus,  by  general  obfervation,  im- 
bibed the  opinion  that  the  peculiarities  ol 

local 
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local  difeafe  depend  chiefly  on  the  flate  of 
the  conftitution,  I fhall  relate  fome  cafes, 
which  were  treated  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  which  fuch  an  opinion  would  na- 
turally fuggeft.  I mult,  however,  previoufly 
caution  the  reader  againft  inferring,  that  I 
attribute  all  local  difcafes  to  fome  general 
error  in  the  ftate  of  the  health.  I have  feen 
local  dileafes,  which  could  not  be  deduced 
from  any  general  indifpolition,  nor  corrected 

bv  remedies  which  act  on  the  conftitution 

•/ 

at  large.  I with  to  guard  againft  the  fuf- 
picion  of  being  inclined  to  make  general  affer- 
tions ; while  I avow  at  the  fame  time,  that 
my  obfervations  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
the  peculiarities  of  local  difeafe  generally 
depend  upon  conflitutional  caufes.  Reafon 
alfo  fuggelts  the  fame  opinion;  for  if  fores 
of  the  fame  character  break  out  in  fucceflion 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  can  we  doubt 
but  that  they  arile  from  the  ftate  of  the 
health  in  general  ? 

There  appears  to  me  a combination  of  nervous 
irritability  and  weaknefs,  and  to  fuch  a combina- 
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tion  I am  inclined  to  attribute  the  peculi- 
arities of  thefe  variable  and  unclatfed  local 
dileafes.  Perhaps  I may  explain  my  mean- 
ing further,  by  adverting  to  what  happens 
not  unfrequenRy  in  cafes  of  venereal  and 
other  buboes.  The  part  and  the  conPitu- 
tion  have  been  both  weakened  by  the  difeafe 
that  has  occurred ; they  have  been  further 
debilitated  by  the  mercury  employed  for  its 
correction.  The  dileafe  fubiides,  but  a new 
difeafe  and  a&ion  commences  ; a trivial 
wound  frets  out  into  a phagedenic  fore,  which 
is  very  difficult  of  cure.  The  fores,  in  dif- 
ferent cafes,  are  nearly  as  various  in  appear- 
ance, as  thole  of  which  I have  been  fpeak- 
in£.  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  thefe  dil- 
fimilar,  perplexing,  peculiar  fores,  if  not  to 
irritation  occurring  in  weak  and  irritable 
parts  ? As  the  peculiar  difeafed  g&ions  of 
thefe  fores  originate  chiefly  from  the  veaknefs 
and  irritability  of  the  parts,  induced  by  the 
previous  diforder  which  they  have  undergone ; 
fo  in  their  advanced  Pages  they  frequently 
prefent  the  belt  inllance,  that  can  perhaps 
be  adduced,  of  a peculiar  local  dileafe  exiP- 

ing 
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Jug  independently  of  contlitutional  diforder. 
It  is  true  they  affedl  the  health  in  general ; 
but  it  may,  by  attention,  be  kept  in  a mode- 
rately right  Hate,  and  yet  the  fore  remains  un- 
amended. The  difeafed  actions  of  thefe  fores 
fometimes  gradually,  and  fqmetimes  luddenly 
ceafe;  when  healthy  actions  fucceeding,  the  fore 
heals.  I remember  a fore  of  this  defeription, 
to  which  aim  oil  every  variety  of  drefling 
had  been  tried  without  benefit.  It  was  very 
extentive,  and  had  burrowed  in  various  direc- 
tions beneath  the  Ikin.  The  ulceration  at 
length  became  llationary ; but  after  nine 
months  the  fore  ltill  remained  as  foul  and 
fretful  as  it  had  been  for  a conliderable  time ; 
when  in  the  courfe  of  one  week  it  perfectly 
cicatrized,  leaving  the  hollows  which  I harp 
deferibed ; for  it  had  thrown  out  no  granu- 
lations to  till  thefe  chafms. 

* * * 

paving"  thus  hated  the  opinions,  which  I 
have  formed,  relative  to  thefe  kinds  of  local1 
difeafes ; and  which  were  deduced  from  cafes 

■ r 

too  numerous  to  record,  of  which  I have 
preferred  no  accurate  accounts ; I proceed  to 

relate 
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relate  feme  cafes  treated  iri  conformity  to  thefc 
opinions,  which  will,  I truft,  be  fuffici- 

ent  to  exemplify  and  illuftrate  the  prelent 
fubject. 

CAS  E. 

A gentleman’s  fervant,  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  of  age,  was  lent  to  me  with  a 
bad  nicer  in  his  cheek,  fituated  between  the 
note  and  under  eye-lid.  The  furrounding 
parts  were  inflamed,  fwoln,  and  indurated, 
fo  as  to  rife  fully  half  an  inch  above  their 
natural  level.  The  fore  was  of  an  oval 
figure ; meafuring  about  an  inch  and  a half 
in  length,  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth 
and  depth ; indeed  I could  fcarcely  fee  its 
bottom.  The  furface  was  covered  by  ad- 
hering matter  of  a grecnifh  hue.  The  cuticle 
round  the  margin  was  thickened,  and  had 
in  fome  parts  fealed  off.  The  patient  had 
been  rubbing  in  the  mercurial  ointment 
for  this  complaint.  He  declared  that  he  had 
had  no  chancre  for  many  years,  but  had  con- 
tracted a gonorrhoea  about  a year  before  his 

prefent 
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prefen  t dilorder.  His  health  was  much  dif- 
turbed  ; lie  had  no  appetite ; his  tongue  was 
much  furred  and  tremulous  ; his  bowels 
alternately  colli ve  and  lax  : his  feces  black- 
ifli.  I advifed  him  to  take  five  grains  of 
rhubarb  about  an  hour  before  dinner, 
and  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond  night,  with  caflor  oil  or  fenna  tea 
occafionally,  fo  as  to  procure  a motion  daily. 
The  fore  was  drefled  with  fperma  ceti  cerate. 
I law  him  again  in  three  days ; when  he  laid 
that  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations to  me.  He  had  been  entirely  free 
from  pain  and  diilrefsful  lenfations,  fince  he 
began  to  take  the  medicines ; although  he 
declared,  that  before  that  time,  he  Ihould 
have  been  thankful  to  any  one  who  would 
have  deftroyed  him.  I mention  this,  becaufe 
I have  often  remarked  in  thefe  cafes,  the  fur- 
prillngly  great  relief  and  comfort  which  have 
arifen  from  a change,  produced  by  means 
apparently  infignificant  and  inadequate.  The 
bowels  now  acted  regularly,  and  the  fools 
were  more  copious  and  of  a more  natural 
colour,  and  to  this  corre&ion  of  the  biliary 

fecretions 
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fecretions  I am  inclined  to  impute  that  relief, 
which  he  fo  forcibly  depicted.  The  fore 
had  difcharged  profufely ; the  furrounding 
fwelling  and  inflammation  were  much  lef- 
fened.  He  purfued  the  fame  plan  of  treat- 
ment for  a month ; during  which  time  he 
recovered  his  appetite ; his  tongue  became 
clean ; his  bowels  regular,  and  the  biliary 
fecretion  natural.  The  fore  had  contracted 
into  a final!  compafs,  but  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  granulations ; and  the  furround- 
ing parts  were  not  fwoln,  though  hill  red. 
His  health  became  at  this  time  again  much  dis- 
ordered, in  confequence  of  his  catching  cold, 
from  expofure  to  rain.  He  had  pain  in  the 
bowels,  with  a flight  purging;  his  appetite 
failed ; his  tongue  was  furred  ; and  he  had  a 
fevere  cough,  attended  with  copious  expec- 
toration. The  lore  on  the  cheek  alfo  enlarged 
to  about  one  half  of  its  former  fize ; and  the 
furrounding  parts  became  tumid.  I had  the 
patient  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hof- 
pital,  where  he  took  the  decodfion  of  caf* 
carilla  with  fquills.  His  cough  got  materially 

better  in  a fhort  time : the  flate  ol  his  ftomach 

and 
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£nd  bowels  alio  greatly  improved.  The 
fore  again  diminifhed  in  fize.  About  a fort- 
night after  his  admiffion  into  the  hofpital,  an 
eruption  came  out  over  his  whole  body.  The 
fpots  were  of  a copperifh  hue,  but  rather 
lmaller,  and  more  elevated,  than  venereal 
eruptions  generally  are  *.  Some  of  the 
eruptions  gradually  difappeared  ; and,  in  about 
a fortnight,  it  was  certain  that  many  were 
entirely  gone.  About  this  time  he  began  to 
complain  of  his  throat ; and  an  ulcer,  of  the 
(ize  of  a fhilling,  formed  in  each  tonfil.  The 
edges  of  thefe  fores  were  elevated,  and  un- 
even, without  any  appearance  of  granu- 
lations ; the  furface  was  covered  with  yellow 
adhering  matter.  The  patient  now  again 
caught  cold : he  was  attacked  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  and  purging,  which  obliged  him 
to  get  up  frequently  in  the  night,  and  to  re- 
main for  fome  time  out  of  bed.  The  cough 
and  expe&oration  returned  : he  loti  his  appe- 
tite ; and  had  a furred  tongue.  Dr.  Roberts, 
whom  I met  at  the  hofpital,  did  me  the  fa- 

* Many  pe7fons  who  law  this  patient  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  all  the  fymptoms  arole  from  fyphilis ; it  was  their 
progrefs  alone  which  evinced  the  contrary. 
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vour  to  prefcribe  for  him.  In  a day  or  two 
afterwards,  an  eryfpelatous  inflammation  ap- 
peared on  the  right  fide  of  his  face,  oppolite  to 
the  fituation  of  the  fore.  The  eyelids  were  fo 
tumid  that  he  could  not  open  them : the 
eryfipelas  fpread  to  the  other  fide  of  the  face  • 
and  the  other  eye  was  equally  clofed.  The 
fever  alfo  ran  very  high,  and  the  patient 
became  delirious  ; fo  that  he  was  obliged,  for 
many  days,  to  be  confined  by  a ftrait  waifi- 
coat.  Thefe  fymptoms  gradually  abated,  and 
he  recovered,  fo  as  to  be  in  better  health 
than  I had  ever  feen  him.  He  was  difcharged 
in  about  fix  weeks,  in  a ltate  of  conva- 
lefcence ; and  attended  Dr.  Roberts  as  an 
out-patient.  The  eruption  and  fore  throat  had 
entirely  difappeared ; the  original  ulcer  wras 
firmly  healed  ; and  the  contiguous  fkin  had  be. 
come  foft  and  natural,  though  it  veas  ftill  difco- 
loured.  A year  has  fince  elapfed,  and  he 
has  had  no  return  of  his  complaints. 

It  is,  I think,  fufhciently  evident,  in  the 
prefent  infiance,  that  the  peculiarities  of  the 
local  difeafes  had  their  origin  in  the  fiate  of 
the  confiitution. 


CASE, 
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CASE* 

I was  confulted,  by  a medical  gentleman  in 
my  neighbourhood,  on  the  cafe  of  a lady 
about  forty  years  of  age  ; who  had  been  long 
fubjed  to  dyfpepfia,  and  fevere  head-aches. 
Her  prefent  and  chief  complaint  had  been  of 
about  three  months  duration.  It  began  with 
weaknefs,  and  an  apparent  irregularity  in  the 
motions  of  the  lower  extremities,  attended 
with  confiderable  pains  refembling  rheumatifm, 
and  rigidity  of  the  calves  of  the  legs.  Thefe 
fymptoms  increafing,  the  was  unable,  in  the 
courfe  of  a month,  to  move  about  at  all;  but  was 
obliged  to  be  lifted  in  and  out  of  bed.  At  this 
time  an  induration  of  the  mufcles  of  the  calf  of 
each  leg  had  taken  place.  The  indurated  fub- 
ifance  was  about  three  inches  in  length,  and 
between  two  and  three  in  breadth.  It  was  fe- 
verely  painful  at  times,  and  the  integuments 
covering  it  were  occasionally  inflamed.  There 
was  alfo  fome  pain  and  fwelling  in  the  ham. 
Leeches,  iedative  lotions,  and  mercurial  oirit- 
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ment  had  been  applied,  cicuta  and  tonics  had 
been  given,  but  without  alleviating  the  fymp- 
toms.  I fir  ft  law  the  patient  about  fix  weeks 
after  flie  had  been  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  en- 
tirely ; and  the  peculiarities  of  the  prefent  cafe 
led  me  at  once  to  refer  its  origin  to  the  ftate  ot 
the  health  in  general.  The  appetite  and  di- 
geftion  were  impaired,  the  tongue  was  much 
furred,  and  the  faeces  blackifh.  I merely  re- 
commended fomentations  to  the  indurated 
parts,  confidering  it  the  primary  objecft  to  cor- 
rect the  morbid  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs. 
With  tliis  view  the  compound  infufton  ot 
gentian  with  the  infufton  of  fen n a and  tin&ure 
of  cardamoms  was  given,  in  liicli  doles  as  to 
procure  an  adequate  evacuation  daily,  and 
live  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  were  taken 
every  fecond  night.  Thefe  fnnple  medicines 
were  completely  fuccefsful : after  taking  them 
a ftiort  time,  the  difeharges  from  the  bowels 
were  natural,  and  properly  coloured  with 
bile.  The  appetite  returned ; the  tongue 
became  clean,  and  the  pains  almolt  imme- 
diately ccaled.  No  cutaneous  inflammation 

indicating  a difpofttion  to  fuppuration,  appeared 

again 
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again  over  the  indurated  parts,  which  gradually 
recovered  their  natural  ftate.  In  a fortnight 
the  patient  could  go  about  with  a flick,  and  in 
two  months  could  walk  as  well  as  before  her 
complaint.  She  has  enjoyed  better  health, 
fince  this  time,  than  for  many  years  before*. 


CASE. 

a» 

A gentleman,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  who 
had  been  fubjed  for  feveral  years  to  occa- 
fional  attacks  of  fevere  pain  in  the  bowels, 
was  feized,  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  with 
a violent  purging,  which  continued  for  a 
fortnight,  and  was  attended  with  fever. 
About  a month  afterwards,  he  felt  pain  in 
his  leg  at  night,  which  became  gradually  con- 
tinued even  during  the  day,  and  obliged  him 

* The  hate  of  the  indurated  mufcles,  in  this  cafe,  was  fuch  as 
would  lead  to  the  belief  that  fuppuration  would  take  place  in 
different  parts  of  the  hardnefsj  indeed,  I have  feen  many  cafes 
lefs  formidable  in  appearance  terminate  in  that  manner.  Seeing 
how  much  the  irritability  of  mufdes  is  difordered  by  that  ftate 
of  conftitution  which  I have  been  defcribing,  I think  it  is  allow- 
able to  conclude  that  moft  of  the  organic  difeafes  of  mufcles 
originate  from  this  caufe. 

L 2 
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to  confine  himfelf  to  bed.  In  the  beginning 
of  O&ober  a ivveUing  was  perceived  near 
tiie  inner  ankle,  which  fuppurated,  and 
was  opened  oil  the  twentieth  of  the  fame 
month.  Two  large  tea  cups  full  of  dark  brown 
matter  were  evacuated.  The  difeharge  con- 
tinued profufe  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards 
diminifhed.  Four  other  fmall  gatherings  then 
took  place  in  fucceflion,  and  hurtling  con- 
tinued to  difeharge;  each  aperture  fretting 
out  into  a foul  fore.  About  the  beginning 
of  February  I tirtt  taw  this  cafe,  which  was 
confidered  as  a difeafe  of  the  bone.  The  five 
fores  had  apertures  in  them  leading  to  tinufes, 
which  communicated  with  each  other.  A 
probe  introduced  into  one  of  tliefe,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  tibia,  could  be  moved  upwards 
and  downwards  along  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  which  was  not,  however,  denuded. 
From  an  upper  ulcer  the  probe  could  be 
palTed  behind  the  bone,  and  under  the  muf- 
eles  of  the  calf;  this  indeed  feemed  to  he 
the  original  feat  of  the  ab feels,  from  which 
the  tinufes  proceeded  to  their  different  out- 
lets. The  integuments  were  oedematous,  and 

firm  to  the  touch ; fo  that  I could  not  dif- 

tinclly 
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tin&ly  feel  the  outline  of  the  tibia;  but  I 
thought  that  the  bone  was  not  altered  either 
in  form  or  fize.  The  firm  nets  with  which 
the  patient  Itood  upon  the  limb,  and  tiie  want 
of  aching  pain  in  the  bone  contributed  alfo 
to  make  me  believe  that  it  was  not  difeafed, 
and  that  the  whole  diforder  confided  in  an 
unhealthy  abfcefs,  the  dilcharge  from  which 
had  canted  various  finufes  in  the  manner 
already  defcribed.  I could  not  but  attribute 
finch  a difieafe  to  a general  diforder  of  the 
health,  and  indeed  the  patient’s  countenance 
and  appearance  indicated  a conftitution  much 
weakened  and  harrafied  by  illnefs.  His  tongue 
was  furred,  and  the  difcharges  from  the  bow- 
els were  irregular,  deficient  in  quantity,  and  of 
a blackifh  colour.  With  a view  to  the  cor- 
rection of  thefie  fymptoms,  I directed  the  patient 
to  take  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond  night,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian 
with  fienna,  lo  as  to  procure  one  motion  dailv. 
But  little  benefit  wtis  obtained  by  thefe  mea- 
iures ; and  in  about  a fortnight  afterwards 
a thickening  ol  the  integuments  took  place 
over  the  fibula ; a confiderable  fwelling  gra- 
dually arofe,  and  another  ablcels  formed, 

% 
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which  burfl  in  about  three  weeks,  and  dif- 
charged  a confiderable  quantity  of  brown- 
iih  matter  mixed  with  blood.  During  this 
time  the  limb  was  merely  poulticed,  and 
the  patient  could  not  leave  his  bed.  His 
pain  was  extreme,  and  he  had  no  reft  at 
night.  The  ufe  of  opium  was  necetfary  to 
alleviate  his  fufferings,  and  opening  medicines 
occafionally  to  procure  flools.  He  took  but 
little  nourifhment,  and  his  health  greatly  de- 
clined. The  difordered  itate  of  the  ftomacli 
and  bowels  was  much  aggravated  by  this  local 
irritation.  Indeed,  the  fituation  of  my  patient 
was  now  particularly  perplexing.  The  local 
difeafe  made  the  general  health  worfe;  and 
the  aggravation  of  this  general  diforder,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  local 
difeafe  and  of  its  continuance,  proportionately 
increafed  the  latter  malady.  The  confinement 
to  bed  afforded  an  additional  obftacle  to  re- 
covery ) yet  it  was  impoflible  to  remo\  e him 
in  his  prefent  hate,  on  account  of  the  pain 
which  motion  occasioned.  rIhe  leg  was  infup- 
portably  painful  in  a dependent  pofture.  As 
change  of  air  and  exercife  feemed  effential  to  his 

recovery,  I was  induced  to  try  if  Mr.  Baynton  s 

excellent 
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excellent  bandage,  by  fupporting  the  weakened 
veffels,  would  prevent  their  diftention,  and 
the  confequent  pain.  The  fores  were 
drelfed,  after  as  much  matter  had  been  ex- 
prelled  from  the  iinules  as  could  be  done 
without  occaiioning  pain.  Strips  of  hacking- 
plailler  were  applied  after  the  manner  of  a 
many-tailed  bandage  ; and  the  limb  was  after- 
wards rolled  with  a calico  roller.  The 
patient  felt  comfortable,  and  found  his  limb 
ilrengthencd.  He  was  directed  to  wet  the 
roller,  if  the  parts  became  heated.  The  effect 
of  this  treatment  was  furp riling  both  to  the 
patient  and  myfelf.  The  pain,  which  had 
been  conlhmt  before  preffure  was  employed, 
ceafed  from  the  time  of  dre fling  till  five 
o’clock  on  the  following  morning;  but  from 
that  time  it  gradually  increafed  till  noon, 
when  the  dre  flings  were  renewed.  The  caufe 
of  this  occurrence  now  became  manifelt ; for, 
upon  opening  the  bandage,  more  than  a tea- 
cup-full of  matter  was  dilcharged  from  the 

different  finufes.  I drelfed  the  limb  as  before, 
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cutting  holes  for  the  efcape  of  the  matter  op- 
polite  to  two  of  the  chief  Iinules.  I delircd  the 
patient  to  put  his  leg  to  the  ground,  in  order 

to 
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to  afcertain  the  effect  of  the  perpendicular 
pofition  when  the  veffels  were  fupported  ; and 
he  experienced  no  inconvenience.  rlhis  day 
paffed,  as  the  former,  without  pain ; and,  as 
the  matter  poured  into  the  finufes  readily 
efcaped,  he  had  no  uneafinefs  from  its  deten- 
tion. I recommended  him  to  fit  up,  and  put 
his  leg  to  the  ground  feveral  times  in  the  day, 
in  order  to  accuffom  it  to  that  pofition.  After 
I had  dreifed  it  on  the  third  morning,  the  pa- 
tient Hood  up,  and  took  two  or  three  Heps 
very  feebly ; but  this  was  rather  the  effect  of 
general  weaknefs  than  of  particular  infirmity  in 
the  dileafed  limb.  I now  advifed  him  to  go 
a little  way  out  of  town  in  a carriage.  The 
air  and  exercife,  together  with  the  freedom 
from  pain,  produced  a very  beneficial  effect. 
He  began  to  recover  his  appetite,  llept  at 
night,  and  acquired  fo  much  Hrength,  that  he 
was  able  in  a week  to  go  about  his  houfe,  and 
to  refume  his  attention  to  bufinefs.  The  dis- 
charge from  the  finufes  was  very  trifling,  and 
the  fores  looked  much  better.  The  patient 
now  undertook  to  drefs  his  leg  himfelf, 
and  hired  a lodging  out  of  town,  lo  that 
I only  litw  him  occafionaJly.  His  limb  was 

fo 
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fo  much  amended  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight, 
that  it  caufed  no  more  trouble  than  that  of 
daily  drefling.  But  his  health  was  not  good. 
His  countenance  had  the  fame  exprefion  of 
illnefs  as  when  I frit  faw  him  ; his  tongue 
was  white  and  dry ; his  bowels  coll  ive ; and 
the  fools  of  an  unhealthy  colour.  I there- 
fore  recommended  him  to  take  again  the  fame 
medicines  which  I had  formerly  ordered  him. 
His  health  now  improved  ; his  tongue  became 
moifter,  and  lefs  furred ; the  bowels  more  re- 
gular ; and  the  faeces  coloured  with  a more 
healthy  bile.  He  continued  recovering  till 
the  middle  of  April,  when  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  the  trouble  of  applying  the  ficking- 
plaifter,  and  ufed  the  calico  roller  alone.  I 
did  not  fee  him  for  three  weeks,  and  then 
found  him  in  a very  defponding  fate.  He 
complained  of  the  tedioufnefs  of  his  confine- 
ment, which  had  laf  ed  more  than  half  a year, 
and  laid  that  he  would  willingly  fubmit  to 
have  the  finufes  laid  open,  if  that  would  make 
him  well.  I found  his  leg  well,  excepting 
two  orifices  near  the  tibia ; three  ulcers,  which 
formed  the  apertures  of  as  many  finules,  had 

healed ; 
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healed;  the  outline  of  the  bone  could  be 
diitin&ly  felt ; and  there  was  no  alteration  of 
it  in  form  or  fize.  I was  unable  at  firft  to 
account  for  this  defpondency  under  fuch  fa- 
vourable circumftances ; but  I foon  difcovered 
that  it  was  the  effect  of  hypochondriafifm. 
For  his  tongue  was  much  furred  and  dry ; and 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  left  off  the  bandage, 
he  had  alfo  difcontinued  his  medicines.  I 
urged  him  to  return  to  them  immediately; 
and  called  on  him  again  in  ten  days,  when  he 
perceived  clearly  the  abfurdity  of  his  late  de- 
fpondency, as  well  as  its  caufe.  Fie  called  on 
me  on  the  loth  of  July,  with  a new  fwelling 
near  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia,  which  threat- 
ened to  form  an  abfcefs,  limilar  to  thole 
which  had  formerly  taken  place.  I covered 
the  limb  with  the  bandage  of  fticking-plailter, 
as  at  firll.  The  new  difeafe  difappeared  en- 
tirely; and  the  old  ones  were  fo  much  bene- 
fited by  the  exadl  and  equal  preffure,  that  the 
patient  felt  no  difference  between  the  found 
and  the  affe&ed  limb.  The  ulcers  gradually 
healed,  and  his  health  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  fome  years : yet.  ltill  there  is  an  evi- 
dent 
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dent  tendency  to  dilorder  of  the  digefiive 
organs. 

If  upon  an  ex  ten  five  and  accurate  examina- 
tion of  the  lubje&  it  were  to  appear  that 
many  very  peculiar  and  very  diflimilar  local 
dileafes  originate  from  a common  caufe,  namely 
from  weaknefs  and  irritability  of  the  fy Item 
in  general,  our  enquiry  would  be  further  ex- 
tended, and  we  fhould  feel  anxious  to  know 
whether  fimilar  caules  may  not  operate  in. 
the  production  of  more  common  and  more 
frequent  local  diforders.  As  far  as  my  late 
obfervations  have  enabled  me  to  determine, 
that  ftate  of  the  digeltive  organs,  which  I 
coniider  as  denoting  conftitutional  diforder, 
exilis  prior  to  the  formation  of  a carbuncle ; 
and  is  exacerbated  during  the  progrefs  of 
that  difeafe.  This  opinion  indeed  will  appear 
probable,  if  we  coniider  the  kind  of  perlons 
who  are  attacked  with  carbuncles,  and  the 
conliderable  derangement  of  health,  wdiich 
even  a trivial  local  difeafe  of  this  nature  occa- 
fions.  I fhall  mention  but  one  cafe  in  liip- 

port 
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port  of  this  opinion,  though  I have  made 
Similar  remarks  in  feyeral  oilier  inbances. 


CASE. 

i 

1 attended  a gentleman,  who  was  afflicted 
with  carbuncles,  during  three  fucceffive  at- 
tacks, at  the  interval  of  about  a year  between 
each.  I made  an  inciiion  through  the  indu- 
rated Ikin,  down  to  the  lubjacent  doughy 
cellular  fubbance,  and  thus  brought  the  local 
difeafe  to  a cribs.  This  treatment  was  fuffE 
eient  in  the  two  hrft  attacks;  the  extenfion 
©f  the  difeafe  was  prevented ; the  boughs 
ieparated,  and  the  wound  healed.  The  pa- 
tient, whofe  mode  of  life  was  intemperate, 
had  cough  ; difficult  refpiration ; fullnefs  and 
tendernefs  of  the  parts  fituated  in  the  epi- 
gabric  region ; unhealthy  feeretion  ot  bile ; 
and  in  biort,  all  thofe  fymptoms  vs  hich  denote 
a very  conbderable  degree  ot  dilorder  ot  the 
digeitive  organs : it  is  probable  indeed  that 
feme  organic  difeafe  of  the  chylopoietie  vif- 

rera  exifted.  After  he  had  recovered  from 

the 
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the  carbuncle,  I t'okl  him  that  the  molt  im« 
portant  difeale  Hill  exilled ; and  urged  him 
to  be  attentive  to  his  diet,  and  to  the  direc- 
tions of  his  medical  attendants.  He  ltill  how- 
ever continued  to  live  intemperately,  and 
his  diforder  increaled.  He  was  indeed  nearly 
dvinsr  from  difealed  vifeera,  when  lie  was 
attacked  with  carbuncle  tor  the  third  time» 

i 

The  divition  of  the  parts  produced  a tempo- 
rary collation  of  the  difeale;  but  it  began 
again  to  fpread  in  every  direction  from  its 
circumference,  and  he  died. 

It  will  not,  I believe,  be  doubted,  that 
boils  are  a ilighter  degree,  with  fome  varia- 
tion, of  the  fame  difeafe,  which  caufes  an- 
thrax and  carbuncle ; and  it  is  alnioft  unnecef- 
fary  to  remark,  that  fome  perfons  are  fub- 
jeft  to  a fuccelfive  formation  of  very  large 
and  troublefome  boils  from  the  lead:  irrita- 
tion of  the  fkin.  I have  feen  many  perfons 
thus  affected ; and  there  has  been  in  every 
inltance  diforder  of  the  digeltive  organs,  the 
correction  of  which  has  prevented  the  return 

JL 

of  thefe  vexatious  local  difeafes.  One  gen- 
tleman, 
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tleman,  who  had  been  tormented  for  many 

J 

years  by  the  quick  fucceflive  formation  of 
boils  as  large  as  eggs,  has  been  free  front 
them  for  fome  years;  though  he  has  had 
other  diforders  which  'denote  fuch  a con- 
dition of  the  conftitution,  as  it  has  been  my 
objedl  to  defcribe  in  this  paper. 

I have  remarked  in  many  inltanccs  that 
difeafes  of  the  abforbent  glands,  fuch  as  are 
ufually  and  jultly  denominated  fcrofula,  oc- 
curring in  adults,  have  apparently  originated 
from  the  diforder  which  I have  defcribed.  In 
feveral  cafes  the  local  dileafe  w^as  of  long 
duration,  and  had  become  worfe  rather  than 
better  under  various  plans  of  medical  treat- 
ment ; yet  it  amended  regularly,  and  fome- 
times  even  quickly,  in  proportion  as  the  Hate 
of  the  digeltive  organs  was  corredled.  I 
need  not  detail  any  cafes  on  this  occation, 
fince  every  furgeon  mull  know  them  fami- 
liarly. The  patients  are  commonly  fent  to 
the  fea-fide,  or  into  the  country  ; where  en- 
larged glands  fubfide,  and  thofe  which  have 
fuppuraled  and  idcerated  heal ; and  the  local 

difeafe 
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difeafe  recovers,  in  proportion  as  the  health 
in  general  is  amended. 

There  are  cafes  of  fcrofulous  difeafes  oc- 
curring fudderdy,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  bodv  at  the  lame  time,  which  feem  to 
originate  in  that  hate  of  health,  which  is 
occahoned  by  diforder  of  the  digeflive  organs. 
I have  chiefly  obferved  thefe  cafes  in  chil- 
dren ; and  they  have  followed  fome  violent 
febrile  affection.  In  two  cafes  which  I fliall 
particularly  mention,  the  fmall-pox  was  the 
antecedent  difeafe.  I have  already  Hated, 
that  when  the  health  has  been  conflderably 
difordered  by  fome  violent  difeafe,  the  digelt- 
ive  organs  may  become  fubfequently  affected ; 
and  that  this  diforder  proves  a caule  of  many 
fecondary  difeafes. 


CASE. 

\ 

A child  of  two  years  old  had  the  fmall- 
pox,  from  which  he  did  not  feem  to  recover, 
but,  on  the  contrary  got  into  a very  bad  Hate 

of 
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of  health.  The  abforbent  glands  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  neck  became  enlarged  in  fuccef- 
fion,  fo  as  to  form  altogether  a very  confi- 
derable  tumour,  which  extended  down  to 
the  collar  bone.  The  axillary  glands  then 
became  affected  in  the  fame  manner;  the 
fwelling  was  unufually  great,  and  feemed  to 
extend  under  the  pectoral  mufcle,  elevating  it, 
and  forming  by  this  means  a continuation  of 
tumour,  with  the  glands  of  the  neck.  Thefe 
fwellings  had  partially  fuppurated,  and  had 
broken  in  two  places,  viz.  in  the  neck,  and 
about  the  margin  of  the  pectoral  mufcle : but 
no  relief  followed ; on  the  contrary,  the  mafs 
of  difeafe  feemed  to  be  rapidly  increafmg. 
The  child  was  bowed  forwards,  fo  that  the 
fpine  was  much  curved  in  the  loins ; thfc  left 
leg  appeared  paralytic;  and  a fwelling  was 
perceived  in  the  abdomen,  which  I could  not 
but  alcribe  to  an  enlargement  of  the  external 
iliac  glands.  I he  child  was  extremely  ema- 
ciated ; his  Ik  in  felt  hot  and  dry ; his  tongue 
was  covered  with  a brown  fur ; and  the  ftools 
were  black  and  highly  oftenlive.  As  there 
w as  no  expectation  that  lie  could  furvivc  this 

defperate 
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defperate  ttate,  thofe  medicines  only  were 
prefcribed  that  feemed  likely  to  correct  the 
ltate  of  the  digeftive  organs ; fuch  as  occa- 
lional  dofes  of  calomel  and  rhubarb.  A Itrict 
attention  to  diet  was  alio  recommended. 
Under  this  treatment  the  ltools  gradually 
became  natural,  and  the  tongue  clean.  The 
difeafe  feemed  to  Hop  immediately.  As  the 
health  was  reltored,  the  fwellings  rapidly 
fubfided ; and  the  child  became  one  of  the 
healthieit  and  flouteit  of  the  family. 

- ; ■ .j  . s , i : . » . by i i . . i 

CASE.  ’ ' ’ . ' * 

A female  child,  after  having  had  the  final! 
pox,  got  into  bad  health  from  diforder  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  She  was  then  fuddenly 
attacked  with  a fcrofulous  affection  of  the 
knee  and  elbow  of  the  oppollte  fides  of  the 
body.  Two  collections  of  fluid  had  taken 
place  beneath  the  fafeia  of  the  leg  and  thigh. 
The  joints  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  the 
fwelling  was  apparently  caufed  by  an  increafe 
in  the  fize  of  the  bones.  Had  I fecn  either 

M joint. 
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joint,  as  a lingle  cafe  of  difeafe,  I fliould  have 
faid  that  it  would  leave  the  child  a cripple- 
It  was  manifeft,  in  the  prefent  initance,  that 
thefe  difeafes  were  the  confequence  of  ill- 
health;  and  that  the  firll  object  was  to  correct 
the  general  dilorder  of  the  fyllem  The  func- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs,  which  were  de- 
ranged, were  rellored  to  their  natural  ftate,  by 
employing  the  fame  diet  and  medicines  which 
had  been  fo  fignally  fuccefsful  in  the  preceding 
Cafe.  By  thefe  means  the  health  was  re-efta- 
blilhed,  and  the  local  difeafes  gradually  dis- 
appeared. 

I have  heard  it  remarked  by  furgeons  of 
great  experience,  that  patients  often  recover 
when  many  fcrofulous  difeafes  appear  at 
the  fame  time ; although  fome  of  them  may 
be  fo  confiderable,  that  they  would  feem 
to  warrant  amputation  had  they  appeared 
fingly.  The  cafes  which  I have  related 
afford  a mofl  clear  and  latisfadtory  account 
of  the  mode  of  recovery.  General  irritation 
and  weaknefs  bring  on  difeafes,  to  which 
•perhaps  a pre-difpofition  may  exiit,  in  feveral 

parts 
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parts  of  the  booty ; thefe  ceafe  when  their 
exciting  caufe  is  removed. 

After  having  attempted  to  fhew  that  pfeu- 
do-fyphilitic  and  many  other  non-delcript 
difeafes  arife  apparently  from  the  llate  of 
the  conllitution,  and  that  carbuncle  and  lcro- 
fula  are  lbmetimes  corffequences  of  the  fame 
caufe  ; it  may  be  enquired,  whether  all  thefe 
various  affections  originate  from  a iimilar 
diforder  of  the  general  health.  If  the  fame 
general  diffurbance  of  the  health  can  pro- 
duce a great  many  varieties  of  local  dif- 
eafe,  it  may  produce  many  others,  and  even 
every  variety  *.  If  the  aCtions  of  any  part 
of  the  body  are  excited  by  accidental  caufes, 
it  may  be  reafonably  inferred  that,  in  a ffate  of 
health,  they  will  be  limple  and  common,  unlefs 
the  ffimulant  is  of  a peculiar  nature.  But  if 
thefe  aCtions  are  fpecific  and  difealed,  we  natu- 
rally conclude  that  the  caufe  of  their  becoming 


* Even  in  cancer,  diforder  of  the  digeffive  organs  appears  to 
be  antecedent  to  the  local  difeafe,  and  aggravated  by  its  exigence  j 
but  whether  this  diforder  be  the  effect  or  caufe  of  the  conftitu- 
fional  diathelis  cannot  be  at  prefent  determined. 

M 2 
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fo  is  conltitutional.  The  occurrence  of  fimilar 

_ __  • 

local  difeafes  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
furnilhes  an  additional  proof  that  the  caufe 
of  Inch  difeafes  is  conltitutional.  But  al- 
though the  cafes  related  in  this  paper  natu- 
rally fuggeft  an  opinion  that  there  is  fome 
conltitutional  caufe  for  the  production  of 
local  difeafes,  they  do  not  amount  to  a com- 
plete proof.  Indeed  I have  never  invelti- 
gated  this  point  particularly,  though  it  de- 
lerves  and  admits  of  examination. 

4 L 

The  fubject  may  be  viewed  in  another 

wav  : weaknefs  and  irritability  occurring 

%/ 

bring  on  thole  local  difeafes,  to  which  a 
.pre-dilpolition  exilts ; and  thence  the  con- 
nexion which  I have  obferved  of  fuch  difeafes 
with  impaired  health  may  be  accounted  for. 
The  cafes  contained  in  this  paper  are,  in  my 
opinion,  infudicient  to  determine  whether 
the  conltitutional  diforder  is  to  be  regarded 
as  the  exciting  or  the  pre-difpofing  caufe  of 
the  local  difeale. 

i Cl 

I have  alfo  obferved  that  difeafes  of  par- 
ticular organs  feein  to  originate,  in  many 

inltances. 
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instances,  from  diforder  of  the  fyllem  in  gene- 
ral. The  teltis  of  the  male  fubje6t,  and 
bread  of  the  female,  have  furnifhed  me  with 
examples  of  this  obfervation.  In  the  cafes 
to  which  I allude,  the  tedes  were  alternately 
affected,  enlarging  conliderably,  and  then 
fubfiding  *.  I have  met  with  numerous 
and  interefling  cafes  of  luch  difeafes  of  the 
brealt ; however,  the  relation  of  a few  will 
be  fufficient  to  inform  the  reader  of  all  that 
I know  concerning  this  fubjetft. , 

CASE. 

A lady  came  to  London,  to  fubmit  to  the 
removal  of  a difeafed  brealt,  if  it  fhould  be 
judged  neceffary.  The  difeafe  had  exilted  tor 
more  than  two  years.  The  brealt  of  the  af- 
fected lide  was  one  third  larger  than  the 


* The  caufe  which  excites  and  maintains  alternate  irritation 
and  difeafe  of  the  teftes,  generally  re  tides  in  the  urethra  5 but 
there  was  no  difeafe  of  that  part,  in  the  cafes  which  I now 
mention.  The  patients  ftrlt  became  unhealthy,  and  diforder 
of  the  teftes  followed.  Similar  affections  are  not  uncommon 
in  pfeudo-fyphilis. 


other ; 
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other ; indurated  in  feveral  parts ; and  lb 
much  enlarged  and  hardened  in  one  place,  that 
this  might  have  been  taken  for  a diftincl  tu- 
mour on  a hafty  and  inattentive  examination  *. 
This  part  was  lituated  near  the  margin  of  the 
pectoral  mufcle.  The  difeafe  had  relifted  the 
various  means  employed  with  a view  to  dif- 
perfe  it,  fuch  as  leeches,  lotions,  mercurial 
ointment,  &c.  It  was  occalionally  painful, 
and  caufed  the  patient  fo  much  mental  anxiety, 
that  the  furgeon*  who  attended  her  in  the 
country,  thought  it  fhould  be  removed.  The 
mammary  gland  of  the  oppolite  fide  was  far 
from  being  in  a perfectly  healthy  ftatc ; which 
cirCumftance  appeared  to  forbid  an  operation, 
lince  the  fame  difeafe  might  take  place  after- 
wards in  the  oppolite  bread;.  The  patient’s 
general  health  was  much  impaired,  her  tongue 
was  furred,  her  appetite  deficient,  her  digeftion 


* It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  for  the  inflru&ion 
of  the  younger  part  of  the  profetTion,  that  if  a bread  containing 
a portion  which  is  particularly  indurated  be  examined  with 
the  points  of  the  fingers  placed  circularly,  the  difeafe  will  feel 
like  a feparate  tumour;  but  i the  flat  furface  ®f  the  fingers  be 
moved  over  it,  its  true  nature  w il  become  manifeft. 

imperfetft  • 
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imperfed  ; the  biliary  fecretion  was  difordered, 
and  the  bowels  coltive.  I ordered  her  to  take 
a compound  calomel  pill  every  other  night, 
five  p- rains  of  rhubarb  half  an  hour  before 
dinner,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian  with  fenna, 
fo  as  to  procure  a fufhcient  evacuation  of  the 
bowels  daily.  Linen  moillened  in  water  was 
applied  to  the  part  in  the  evening,  or  when  it 
felt  painful  and  heated.  I his  plan  of  tieat-* 
ment  reduced  the  bulk  of  the  difeated  gland 
by  at  leatl  one  third  in  the  courfe  of  a fort- 
night. The  patient  went  afterwards  into  the 
country,  if  ill  employing  the  lame  medicines , 
and  was  entirely  free  from  the  difeafe  in  three 
months,  though  the  felt  occasional  fhooting 
pains,  which  probably  indicated  that  her 
health  was  not  completely  re-eft ablifhed, 


CASE, 

A lady  confulted  me  on  account  of  a con- 
fiderable  fwelling  of  the  bread,  attended  with 
much  pain.  It  had  come  on  fuddenly,  and 
had  been  painful  about  a week but  the 

thought 
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thought  that  a lump  had  exified  previous  to 
this  time.  The  principal  tumour  was  on  the 
tide  next  the  fternum,  and  was  as  large  as  an 
hen’s  egg  ; it  feemed  to  be  diltind,  yet  there 
was  a general  fwelling,  with  partial  induration 
of  the  fubftance  of  the  gland.  The  tongue 
v as  furred,  the  bowels  coftive,  and  the  pulfe  fre- 
quent ; and  the  was,  to  ufe  her  own  expretfion, 
very  nervous.  I directed  her  to  ufe  the  fame 
means  as  were  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
cafe.  Small  dofes  of  mercury  a cl  beneficially 
on  the  bowels,  by  inducing  regular' and  healthy 
fecretions  ; and  I know  no  better  method  ol 
adminifiering  it  as  a difcutient.  The  general 
induration  of  the  bread:  and  tumefaction  of 
the  integuments  fubfided  quickly  under  this 
treatment,  and  left  the  lump  in  the  fame  itate 
which  1 luppofed  it  to  have  been  in  before 
the  attack  of  general  fwelling  and  pain.  In  an- 
other week  this  apparently  difiinct  tumour  was 
flattened  on  its  furface,  dim  ini  filed  in  fize,  and 
confufcd  with  the  fubftance  of  the  mammary 
gland.  Jts  form  varied  each  fucceftive  week; 
it  (irfi  became  oblong,  and  afterwards  feemefi 
to  feparate  into  two  parts ; but  in  lets  than 
fix  weeks  no  trace  of  it  could  be  felt. 

. CASE. 
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CAS  E. 

A medical  man,  who  reiides  in  the  country, 
brought  his  daughter  to  town  for  advice. 
She  had  apparently  a tumour  in  her  left 
breall,  between  the  nipple  and  the  axilla ; in 
which  part  the  had  felt  a good  deal  of  pain,1 
The  fwelling  was  of  very  conbderable  fize, 
and  the  bread  fo  tender,  that  I could  not 
exactly  make  out  whether  it  arofe  from  dil- 
tincf  tumour,  or  from  a partial  enlargement 
of  the  mammary  gland.  Want  of  time  pre- 
vented the  patient’s  father  from  fhewing  the 
cafe  to  another  furgeon.  I could  only  give 
him  this  opinion;  that  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  no  one  would  think  of  an  opera- 
tion. 1 recommended  the  application  of  the 
lotio  ammon.  acetat.  when  the  part  felt  heated ; 
and  as  the  patient  had  difordcr  of  the  domach 
and  bowels  to  a great  degree,  that  the  chief 
attention  fhould  be  paid  to  the  date  of  thele 
organs.  A grain  of  calomel  was  directed  to 
be  taken  everv  fecond  night ; rhubarb  before 
dinner,  and  infus.  gentian,  and  fenna,  if 
neceilary. 

About 
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About  two  months  afterwards,  having  oo 
cafton  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  country' where 
the  patient  refided,  I called  on  her.  Her 
father  then  told  me  that  the  fwclling  had 
fublided  confiderably,  after  his  daughter’s 
return  in  the  country;  and  that  of  late  he 

•f 

had  not  examined  the  complaint,  as  the  told 
him  fhe  felt  no  unealinefs  from  it. 

When  I now  examined  the  bread,  I could 
not  perceive  any  difference  between  it  and 
the  other.  No  veflige  was  left  of  a diforder, 
which  had  been  of  fuch  a magnitude,  as  to  occa- 
sion considerable  alarm ; a eircumitance  that  ex- 
cited the  greatelt  Surprize  in  the  mind  of  her 
father,  who  was  a praditioner  of  much  ex- 
perience *. 

Before  I had  paid  attention  to  thofe  com- 
plaints which  arife  from,  or  are  aggravated 
by  constitutional  cauSes,  I could  not  have 
believed  that  Such  considerable  local  dileaSes, 
after  refilling  various  topical  and  general 

* I have  alfo  known  cafes  of  induration  and  fuppuration  of 
the  falivary  glands,  apparently  cauied  by  the  fame  general  dif- 
erder,  and  cured  by  the  lame  treatment. 


means, 
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means,  fhould  give  way  fo  readily  and  com- 
pletely to  1 in  all  doles  of  medicine.  It  is  only 
by  confidei’ing  ^the  manner  in  which  this 
effed  is  produced,  that  the  fubjed  can  be 
placed  in  a proper  point  of  view. 

An  attention  to  the  hate  of  the  bowels 
is  indifpenfably  necellary,  even  in  the  com- 
mon pradice  of  lurgery.  A fimple  cut  of 
the  finger  frets  into  a bad  phagedasnic  fore, 
which  refills  every  local  remedy  fo  long,  that 
amputation  is  at  lafl  propofed.  This  is  the 
confequence  of  bad  health,  which  in  its 
turn  is  aggravated  by  the  irritation  of  the 
fore.  The  patient  has  a furred  tongue,  with 
other  fymptoms  of  difordered  digeflive  organs. 
An  attention  to  this  diforder  correds  the 
painful  hate  of  the  fore,  which  now  heals 
rapidly  under  fimple  drefhngs. 

1 

A patient  has  a diforder  in  the  urethra, 
almoft  too  trivial  for  fiirgical  attention ; yet 
producing  much  inconvenience.  The  func- 
tions of  the  digeltive  organs  are  impaired, 
and  he  hypochondriacal.  He  confults  a 

phylician, 
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phyflcian,  under  whofe  care,  his  general  health 
is  amended,  and  he  no  longer  feels  or  thinks 
of  the  local  difeafe. 

An  eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  leg 
is  imputed  to  fome  trivia]  caufe ; as  for  in- 
flance  a gnat-bite.  It  becomes  worfe  under 
the  common  remedies.  The  health  has  been 
long  declining,  and  the  chylopoietic  vifeera 
are  obviouily  deranged.  The  eryflpelas  is 
quickly  cured  by  medicines  prcfcribed  for 
that  d iforder. 

• A patient  fuppofes  that  his  knee  is  flrained  ; 
for  pain  and  inflammation  of  the  joint  fud- 
denly  come  on,  with  depolition  of  fluid  into 
the  articular  cavity ; this  attack  is  attended 
with  fever,  furred  tongue,  and  unnatural  dif- 
charges  from  the  bowels.  Leeches,  cooling 
waffles,  and  poultices,  in  fflort,  all  topical 
applications  are  unavailing.  It  is  a cafe  of 
rheumatic  inflammation,  for  which  a phyfl- 
cian is  confulted.  Five  or  flx  weeks  elapfe 
without  any  abatement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  being  almoll  unable  to  Air  in  bed. 

An 
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An  r Iteration  in  the  health  fuddenly  takes 
i . t tongue  becomes  clean;  and  there 
ir  1 longer  any  pain  in  the  knee.  All  the 
i;  d is  ab orbed  from  the  joint  in  two  days, 
and  the  patient  walks  about  his  chamber. 
Or  there  may  actually  have  been  fome  local 
injury  ; but  the  confequences  are  very  con- 
fiderable  and  violent,  and  quite  incommen- 
furate  to  the  caufe.  Such  occurrences  can  only 
be  affigned  by  imputing  the  effects  to  the  bate 
of  the  health  in  general.  I could  relate  a 
great  number  of  cafes  to  illufirate  this  fub- 
jedt,  but  it  does  not  feem  to  me  to  need  any 
further  exemplification 

I again  repeat  at  the  concltifion  of  this  fee- 
tion,  that  though  I admit  the  pofiibility  of  the 
exifience  of  difeafes  ftridtly  local,  and  have  ad- 
duced fome  in  fiances  of  them,  I confider  the 
difeafes,  which  I have  been  delcribing,  to  arife 
from  diforder  of  the  healtli  in  general,  which  is 

* As  operations  are  injuries,  fo  we  ought  not  to  perform  them 
when  the  confutation  is  in  this  ftate.  I could  relate  feveral 
inftances  of  the  wounds  made  in  operations,  affuining  difeafed 
actions  from  iuen  a Rate  of  the  conftitutiou. 


often 
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often  caufed,  though  fometimes  merely  aggra- 
vated, by  diforders  of  the  digeltive  organs ; 
and  it  follows,  if  this  view  of  the  fubjecf  be 
corredf,  that  fuch  difeafes  may  fometimes 
exift,  without  any  manifell  diforder  of  the 
digeitive  organs.  The  diforders  of  thefe  vil- 
cera  may  atrt  in  a two-foid  manner  on  the 
conllitution ; they  may  be  the  caufe  of  an 
impure  or  imperfedt  Hate  of  the  blood,  and 
they  may  caufe  or  aggravate  nervous  irrita- 
bility. Whether  in  confequence  of  fuch 
effects  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  predif- 
poling,  as  well  as  the  exciting  caufes  of  fuch 
difeafes  as  1 have  dclcribed,  is  an  enquiry  very 
worthy  of  inveftigation ; but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  determinable  by  the  facts 
which  have  been  recited. 


CASES. 


( 1?5  ) 


CASES. 


Section  V. 


Diforders  of  parts  which  have  a continuity  of  far* 
face  with  the  alimentary  canal . 


I had  formerly  obferved  fpafmodic  liric- 
tures  of  the  oefophagus  to  difappear  under 


various  modes  ot  treatment,  in  a manner 
which  I did  not  underhand.  Mercury  teemed 
to  efFedt  the  cure  in  three  inltances.  Many 
cafes  have  occurred  to  me  lately,  in  which 
the  irritation  in  the  oefophagus  teemed  to 
be  hr  ft  excited  and  afterwards  maintained 
by  diforder  ot  the  digeftive  organs.  It  will 
be  readily  allowed,  that  fpaimodic  hridtures 


ot  the  oefophagus,  when  long  continued,  may 
caufe  a thickening  in  the  atledted  part  of  the 


tube,  and  thus  the  ltricture 
nent.  One  inftance  will 


may  become  perrna- 
be  Sufficient  to  illuf- 


tratq 
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trate  and  verify  this  view  of  the  fubjecl ; in- 
deed I merely  with  to  excite  attention  to  this 
fubjedt,  for  I am  incompetent  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  the  frequency  or  degree,  in  which  affec- 
tions of  the  ffomach  produce  thefe  diforders. 

CAS  E, 

A lady,  who  had  been  in  bad  health  for 
many  years,  and  was  fuppofed  by  her  medi- 
cal attendants  to  have  a ffridture  of  the  oefo- 
phagus,  became  at  laff  incapable  ot  lw allow- 
ing any  food,  except  in  very  fmall  quantities ; 
flie  was  even  then  obliged  to  drink  tome 
fluid  after  each  morfel,  to  facilitate  its  delcent 
into  the  ffomach.  Some  mucus  and  blood 
rofe  into  the  mouth  after  vomiting,  which 
very  generally  followed  the  taking  ot  tood. 
Under  thefe  circumffances,  I was  requeffed 
to  pats  a bougie,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  hate 
of  the  oefophagus ; but  I declined  this  exami- 
nation, on  account  ot  the  diforder  which 
exifled  in  the  ffomach.  1 he  tongue  was 
greatly  furred ; the  parts  in  the  epigaffric 
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region  very  tender:  the  bowels  much  difor- 
dered  ; the  iecretion  ot  bile  either  very  unna- 
tural, or  entirely  wanting;  every  fvmptom, 
in  thort,  which  indicates  an  aggravated  form 
of  diforder  of  the  digeilive  organs,  exifted 
in  a linking  degree.  The  ttomach  and  bow- 
els were  brought  into  a better  Hate  by  fuch 
medical  attentions  as  I have  already  fo  often 
deferibed  ; and  the  oefophagus  partook  of 
this  amendment:  for  moderately  fized  mor- 
fels  ot  food  could  now  be  fwallowed  with- 
out the  neceffity  of  walking  them  down  by 
liquids.  The  general  health  all'o  improved, 
and  Hie  became  fat.  But  the  diforder  of  the 
digeilive  organs,  which  had  been  of  long 
continuance,  was  not  completely  fubdued  ■ 
foe  was  foil  fubject  to  relapfes,  and  in  fome 

ot  thefe  the  difficulty  of  deglutition  again 
occurred. 

The  throat  and  mouth  are  the  parts  next 
in  order;  but  it  is  unneceffary  to  relate  addi- 
tional cafes  under  this  head:  fome  of  the 
lnllances  already  recorded  will  be  fufficient 
to  confirm  my  fentiments  on  this  fubjefl, 

and 
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ancl  the  propriety  of  the  practice  which  T have 
recommended. 


That  difeafes  of  the  note  may  be  can  fed 

or  aggravated  by  irritation  ariling  from  the 

ftomach  is  a proportion,  which  will,  I think? 

be  readily  granted.  Indeed  it  teems  furprifing 

that  the  operation  of  this  caufe  has  been 

lb  little  adverted  to  in  books  of  furgery  ; lince 

the  phenomena  which  prove  the  fad:  are  to 

well  knowm.  Are  the  montlrous  notes,  canted 

by  excetlive  drinking  of  vinous  and  fpiritu- 

ous  liquors,  to  be  otherwife  accounted  tor, 

than  by  irritation  ariting  from  the  ttomach  ? 

And  do  not  worms  in  children  caufe  a teazing 

fenfation  in  the  extremity  of  the  nofe  ? I 

had  feen  in  private  pradice,  feveral  cafes  of 

irritation  and  fvveiling  of  the  end  of  the  nofe, 

in  fome  infcances  accompanied  with  imall  ulc ei- 

ations  of  the  pituitary  membrane.  In  theic 

cafes,  the  lkin  over  the  nofe,  which  was  tumid, 

became  rough  and  dilcoloured : the  middle  ot 

the  difcoloured  part  became  found  ; whillt  the 

circumference  retaining  its  morbid  adions,  the 

difeafe  there  fpread  in  a fmall  degree.  In  thefc 

cafes 
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cafes  the  tongue  was  furred ; and  there  were  evi- 
ident  indications  of  diforder  in  the  ltomach  and 
bowels.  The  difeafewas  checked,  and  cured, 
by  attention  to  this  diforder.  1 was  Hrongly 
imprefled  with  the  opinion,  that  if  thefe  cafes 
had  been  neglected,  they  would  have  termi- 
nated in  that  herpetic  ulceration,  which  fo 
often  affedts  the  end  of  the  nofe.  I have  alfo 
feen  feveral  inttances  of  that  herpetic  ulcera- 
tion in  its  confirmed  ltate  more  materially 
benefited  by  medical  attention  to  correct  the 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  than  by  any 
local  application  : and  I feel  confident  that 
it  may  be  frequently  cured  by  fuch  endea- 
vours. 

I have  obferved,  in  all  the  cafes  of  that 
noifome  and  intractable  difeafe,  ozsena,  which 
have  come  under  my  care  lately,  that  the 
ftomach  and  bowels  have  been  difordered ; 

and  more  benefit  has  been  obtained  by  endea- 

*■ 

vouring  to  bring  thefe  organs  into  a health v 
ftate,  than  by  all  the  local  applications  which 
had  been  previoufly  tried,  i Hated  to  a medi- 
cal friend  my  opinions  refpedling  one  patient 

N 2 who 
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who  came  from  the  country,  and  begged 
to  know  the  effedt  ot  the  treatment  which 
I had  propol'cd.  He  informed  ine,  alter  tome 
months,  that  he  bad  not  been  able  to  lucceed 
in  correcting  the  vifceral  diforder ; and  after 

o 

relating  the  means  which  had  been  ufed,  he 
adds,  “ The  patient  was  now  attacked  with 
a bilious  diforder,  to  which  fhe  had  formerly 
been  fubjeft,  and  for  which  I gave  her  fix 
grains  of  calomel  in  a bolus,  which  loon 
relieved  her.  During  this  attack  the  note 
feemed  well;  there  was  no  fetor  in  the  dii- 
charge,  and  fhe  recovered  her  fenfe  ot  fmel- 
lino\”  However  the  difeafe  returned  after- 
wards  as  before. 

In  farther  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  that 
difeafes  of  the  nofe  depend  much  upon  the  Hate 
of  the  tfomach,  I fhall  mention  the  cate  of  a 
woman,  who  had  a difeafe  of  the  nofe,  which  I 
expected  would,  at  lealt,  prove  very  tedious  and 
verv  troubleiome,  but  which  got  well  ipeedhy 
under  fimple  dre flings,  in  corifequence,  as 
appeared,  from  the  effedf  of  internal  medi- 


cines. 


CASE. 
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CASE. 

This  patient  was  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  of  age  ; had  a furred  tongue,  bowels 
alternately  cofiive  and  lax,  and  their  difcharges 
difcoloured.  An  enlargement  of  the  left  ala 
nati,  caufed  by  a great  thickening  of  the  parts 
covering  and  lining  the  cartilage,  had  gradually 
taken  place.  The  tkin  was  difcoloured,  and 
an  ulcer,  about  the  fize  of  a tixpence,  had 
formed  on  the  under  furface  of  the  ala.  The 
fore  was  deep,  with  a Houghing  furface,  and 
uneven  and  fp reading  edges.  Spermaceti  ce- 
rate was  employed  as  a dr  effing ; and  the  ex- 
ternal tkin  was  frequently  bathed  with  Gou- 
lard’s waffi.  She  was  ordered  to  take  inter- 
nally five  grains  of  rhubarb  an  hour  before 
dinner,  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every 
fecond  night,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian  with 
fenna  occafionally.  The  fore  ceafed  to  thread, 
the  fwelling  gradually  fubfided,  and  all  difeafed 
appearances  were  removed  in  the  courfe  of  a 
month.  The  patient  alfo  found  her  health 
confiderably  amended. 


In 
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In  moll  cafes  of  deafnefs,  there  is  probably 
a Hate  of  irritation,  and  a tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, throughout  the  paflages  ol  the  ear. 
The  external  meatus  is  unulually  fenlible,  the 
fecretions  being  either  fuppreffed,  or  dilcharged 
in  an  unnatural  quantity.  The  lining  ol  the 
eultachian  trumpet  is  thickened ; and  hence  it 
becomes  partially  obltructed.  It  mull  be  ad- 
mitted that  luch  a Hate  of  the  organ  is  likely 
to  be  aggravated  by  a caufe,  which  maintains 
or  produces  irritation  in  the  note.  "\\  hen 
dullnefs  of  hearing  alfo  depends  on  a torpid 
Hate  of  the  nerves,  it  may  be  caufed  by  the 
fame  circumltance,  which  is  known  to  a fleet 
the  fenfibility  of  other  nerves. 

Indeed,  I have  remarked  that  the  hearing 
of  many  perfons  has  confiderably  varied  with 
the  Hate  of  their  health  in  general ; lo  that  I 
felt  no  furprife  from  the  occurrence  related  in 
the  following  cafe. 

t . * » i . 

A gentleman  applied  to  me  on  account  of 

fo me  pfeu d ofyph i 1 i tic  fymptoms,  which  I told 

him  would  gradually  become  well.  I ad\ifed 

him. 
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him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  ffate  of  his  digeitive  organs, 
which  were  generally  difordered  by  the  effects 
of  the  poifon.  He  took  five  grains  of  the  pil. 
hydrarg.  every  fecond  or  third  night.  The 
diforders  for  which  he  had  confulted  me  were 
all  removed  in  the  courfe  of  two  months ; 
when  I received  a letter  from  him,  faying, 
that  he  thought  it  a duty  he  owed  to  me  and 
to  the  public  to  inform  me,  that  the  lenient 
courfe  of  mercury,  which  I had  recommended, 
had  cured  him  of  a conliderable  degree  of 
habitual  deafnefs. 

It  is  well  known  that  ophthal my  frequently 
arifes  from  conllitutional  caufes  ; and  in  fuch 
cafes  the  digellive  organs  are  generally  de- 
ranged. The  health  will  be  molt  lpeedily 
reftored,  and  the  local  difeale  molt  effectually 
diminifhed,  by  correcting  the  difordered  Hate 
of  the  abdominal  vilcera.  There  is  no  ne- 
celfity  for  enlarging  upon  this  fubjecl ; yet  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  Hate  what  I have  obferved 
refpecting  thofe  ophthalmies,  which  take  place 
fubfequently  to  gonorrhoea,  and  which  have 

generally 
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generally  been  aferibed  to  a retropulfion  of 
that  diforder,  or  to  the  accidental  application 
of  the  difeharge  to  the  furface  ot  the  eye.  In 
the  word:  of  the  cafes  which  I have  leen 
lately  there  was  conliderable  rednefs  and  irri- 
tability of  the  eye,  laiting  nearly  a fortnight. 
The  digeltive  organs  were  deranged  in  all  the 
cafes  to  which  1 allude ; and  I attribute  the 
comparative  well-doing  of  thefe  patients  to 
the  attention  which  was  paid  to  their  correc- 
tion, and  to  tonic  and  Simulating  applica- 
tions, as  a folution  of  zincum  vitriolatum  to 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  and  unguentum  hy- 
drargyri  nitrati  to  the  eyelids.  In  other  cates, 
which  I had  formerly  been  witnefs  to,  where 
evacuations  by  bleeding  and  purging,  &c. 
were  employed,  the  diforder  was  extremely 
obftinate ; nay  feveral  patients  lolt  their  light. 

That  cutaneous  difeafes  * are  much  con- 

iicded  with  the  Sate  of  the  itomach,  is  gene- 
rally 


* It  may  perhaps  be  right  to  advert  to  the  direft  and  fudden 

fvmpnthy  which  exifts  between  the  (kin  and  the  Itomach.  In 

affe&ions  of  the  latter  organ,  the  fkin  is  dry  and  cold,  moiil  and 

cold, 
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rally  known.  Hence  various  medicines  have 
been  recommended  to  correct  diforders  of  that 
vifcus,  with  the  view  of  removing  the  more 
evident,  but  confequent  difeafe  ot  the  lkin. 
The  account,  which  I have  given  ot  diforders 
of  the  digeftive  organs,  may  lead  to  a more 
rational  and  lets  empirical  treatment,  and  to 
the  more  juft  appreciation  of  the  value  and 
mode  of  action  of  remedies,  which  are  func- 
tioned by  experience.  It  is  almoit  fuperfiuous 
to  relate  any  cafe  to  authenticate  fo  well 
known  a fact ; the  following,  however,  may 
be  found  interefting  and  inflruHive. 

A patient  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital 
had  an  herpetic  dileaie  of  the  lkin.  This  had 

cold,  hot  and  dry,  or  mold  and  dry ; and  it  fuddenly  changes 
from  the  one  to  the  other  conditioa,  as  the  Rate  of  the  ftomach 
varies.  When  the  digeftive  organs  are  disordered,  the  irritable 
ft  ate  of  the  lkin  is  manifetled  by  the  effetts  of  blitters  and  other 
irritating  applications.  A blitter  produces  a tormenting  local 
difeafe,  and  even  a Burgundy  pitch  platter  caufes  extenfive 
erythema.  Indeed,  when  the  conftitution  is  irritable,  all  the 
modes  of  counter-irritation,  which  furgeons  employ  under  other 
circumftances  with  fuccefs  for  the  cure  of  h eal  difrafes,  are 
likely  to  do  harm  ; and  thus  thefe  curative  methods  obtain  dif- 
credit  in  confequence  of  their  ill-timed  employment. 


healed 
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healed  in  the  middle,  and  fpread  in  the  cir- 
cumference to  fuch  a degree,  that  it  occupied 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  leg,  and  in- 
cluded two  thirds  of  its  circumference.  The 
fkin  had  recovered  a moderately  found  ftate 
in  the  centre.  The  difeafe  was  propagated  in 
the  circumference  by  an  ulceration,  which 
threw  out  a projecting  and  firm  fungus  of  a 
tawny  colour,  of  about  half  an  inch  in 
breadth.  A fmall  groove  or  channel  feparated 
this  fungus  from  the  furrounding  inflamed 
tkin,  which  had  not  yet  ulcerated.  A fimilar 
difeafe  occupied  the  back  part  of  the  arm ; 
this  was  of  an  oval  figure,  and  refembled,  in 
every  circumftance,  that  which  I have  already 
deferibed  upon  the  leg.  Thefe  difeafes  had 
exifted  for  nearly  two  years,  and  continued  to 
fpread  in  oppofition  to  every  mode  of  treat- 
ment. Mercury  had  been  employed,  even  to 
falivation,  without  any  marked  alleviation  ot 
the  local  complaint.  1 immediately  perceived 
that  the  digeflive  organs  were  greatly  de- 
ranged : upon  correcting  this  oil  order,  the 
lkin  furrounding  the  difeafe" became  pale ; and 
all  difpofition  to  fpread  Ceafed.  Ihe  fungus, 

however. 
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however.  Hill  projected,  and  did  not  heal ; it 
was  therefore  d relied  with  a weak  iolution  of 
kali  arfenicatum.  This  remedy  feemed  to 
lvibvert  the  difeafed  a&ions,  which  had  pro- 
duced the  fungus ; lo  that,  in  lefs  than  two 
months,  the  patient  was  dilcharged  from  the 
holpital  perfectly  well. 

I have  feen  fimilar  herpetic  difeafes,  of 
much  lefs  extent,  fucceed  to  the  abforption  of 

t ' ^ t **  * *•  * k t 

matter  from  fores  upon  the  genitals.  Thefe 
have  got  well  when  the  patient  has  gone  into 
the  country,  and  appeared  again  when  he  has 
returned  to  town.  They  have  healed  under 
a courfe  of  mercury,  and  broken  out  again 
when  it  was  difcontinued. 

In  this  review  of  diforders,  occurring  in 
parts  having  a continuity  of  lurface  with  the 
digeltive  organs,  I have  traced  them  from  the 
ho mach.  Another  fet  of  difeafes  may  ori- 

ginate from  the  fame  fource.  The  large  in- 
teftines  fuffer  more  in  advanced  ftagcs  of  thefe 

diforders  than  the  fmaller  ones ; hence  di for- 

» \ 

ders  of  the  reclaim,  and  particularly  many 

irritable 
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irritable  difeafes  about  the  orihce  cf  that  bowel, 
are  deducibie  from  this  caule.  I iliall  not, 
howrever,  prolong  the  account  bv  the  rela- 
tion of  cafes  ; but  content  mvfelf  with 
alluring  the  reader,  tlfat  the  opinion  has  been 
derived  from  fads,  and  not  from  preconceived 
potions  of  the  operation  of  fuch  dil'orders. 


SECTION 


( 1 39  ) 


SECTION  VI. 

IN  this  Section  I fhall  mention  what  in- 
formation I have  obtained  by  diilection,  rela- 
tive  to  the  caufation  of  other  difeafes  by  thofe 
of  the  digettive  organs.  The  reciprocal  fvm- 
pathy,  which  exiils  between  the  brain  and 
the  digettive  organs,  is  generally  admitted ; 
but  the  kind  and  the  degree  of  the  effects 
anting  from  this  lympathy,  is  not,  peihaps,  in 
general,  fulticiently  underitood.  Ihele  01- 
gans  mutually  increalc  each  offc : s dilordc  r , 
till  the  affedion  of  the  tentorium  leads  to  the 
greatcit  ditturbance  of  the  nervous  fundions, 
and  even  of  thole  of  the  mind. 

All  this  may  happen  without  any  vifible 
difeafe  of  the  brain.  Or.  Kirkland  particu- 
larly directed  the  attention  of  medical  men  to 
nervous  apoplexy ; and  the  obfervations,  w hich 
have  been  made  fince  that  time,  have  proved, 
that  not  only  a general  derangement  of  the 

fundions 
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functions  of  the  nervous  fyftem  producing 
apoplexy,  but  alfo  partial  effects  of  a fimilar 
nature  cauflng  hemiplegia  and  paralyfs,  may 
take  place,  without  any  vifible  change  of 
ft  rupture  in  the  brain.  I have  met  with  nu- 
merous inftances  of  this  kind  ; but  could  not 
determine  whether  the  affections  were  merely 
nervous,  or  whether  they  were  produced,  or 
aggravated  by  diforder  of  the  digeitive  organs* 
I only  know,  that  the  patients  died  affecled  by 
apoplexy,  hemiplegia,  or  more  local  paralyfis* 
without  any  derangement  in  the  evident  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  brain.  I may  alfo  mention,  that 
I formerly  examined  the  brains  of  three  per- 
fons  who  died  in  a comatofe  hate,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  metaftafis  of  rheumatifm.  In 
thefe  cafes  no  morbid  appearance  was  ob- 
ferved  in  the  brain,  except  forne  flight 
marks  of  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater* 
It  therefore  appears  clearly  to  me,  that  dif- 
order and  abolition  of  the  nervous  functions 
may  take  place,  without  any  organic  affection 
of  the  brain.  The  perfect  recovery  of  pa- 
tients, which  fometimes  happens,  after  Inch 
diforders,  may  alfo  be  confidered  as  additional 

evidence 
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evidence  of  there  having  been,  in  fucli  in- 
liances,  no  organic  difeafe  ot  the  brain. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  epilepiy 
may,  in  like  manner,  take  place  without  any 
morbid  alteration  of  the  ilruciure  of  the  brain, 
or  its  membranes.  Some  of  the  perfons  whole 
heads  were  examined,  without  the  difcovery 
of  any  difeafe  of  thole  parts,  had  been  fubjcct 
to  attacks  like  thofe  of  epilepiy.  Dr.  Henry 
Frafer  has,  of  late,  publiihed  a deciiive  in- 
ftance  in  proof  of  this  fad.  A patient  died 
of  epilepiy,  and  his  brain  was  examined  with 
particular  attention,  by  Mr.  Cooper,  without 
any  morbid  alteration  of  itrudure  being  oil- 
covered  *.  In  general,  however,  morbid  ap- 
pearances are  evident  in  the  brains  or  thole 
perfons  who  die  of  epilepiy.  I ubcrcles  are 
moll  frequently  met  with.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a diforder  of  Ilruciure  which  1 with 
briefly  to  mention,  as  I do  not  find  that  it 
has  been  noticed.  In  two  perlons,  who  died 
of  epilepfy,  I found  the  medullary  fubftance 

of  each  hcmifphere  altered  from  its  natural 
* 

* See  Frafer  on  Epilepfy,  page  '39. 

ltruclture ; 
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ftructurc  ; it  had  loft  its  natural  firmnefs,  and 
fmoothnefs  of  furface,  and  appeared  like  thick 
curdled  cream. 

Now,  if  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
is  capable  of  cauftng  or  aggravating  nervous 
diforder,  even  to  the  production  of  thofe 
eftedrs  which  have  been  mentioned,  when 
there  is  no  alteration  of  ftruclure ; it  mull 
be  granted  that  fuch  a ftate  of  irritation  of 
the  fenformm  may  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
excitement  of  the  vafcular  ftruclure  of  the 
brain,  and  thus  very  frequently  produce  organic 
difeafe.  When  this  has  occurred,  it  will  ag- 
gravate and  eftablifti  the  nervous  affection, 
and  thus  perhaps  render  it  infufceptible  of 
cure. 

Such  are  the  general  obfervations  which 
I have  made,  by  means  of  anatomical  enquiry, 
relative  to  thefe  fubjects.  With  refpedt  more 
eipeciaily  to  the  invelligation  of  my  prefen t 
obiedt,  I have  examined  the  bodies  ot  fix 
patients,  in  whom  difeafe  moft  certainly 

began  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  was  con* 

tinued 
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linued  in  them  to  the  conclufion  of  their 
lives.  Neverthelefs  the  patients  teemed  to  die 
rather  of  nervous  diforder,  than  of  difeafe  of 
the  parts  firth  affected.  One  of  the  patients 
died  affected  with  apoplectic  lyrnptoms,  and 
five  with  hemiplegia. 

% 

In  all  thefe  cafes  the  liver  was  greatly  dif- 
eafed,  and  the  bowels  alfo  exhibited  difeafed 

appearances.  In  three  of  the  cafes  there  was 

- » 

confiderable  inflammation  of  the  membranes 
of  the  brain  ; and  a good  deal  of  water  in  the 
ventricles.  In  two  of  them  no  morbid  appear- 
ance of  the  brain  was  dilcovered,  I have  alfo 
examined  a child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
died  of  the  hydrocephalus,  accompanied  by 
great  diforder  of  the  ffomach  and  bowels. 
In  this  cafe  the  bowels  were  inflamed,  the 
liver  found,  and  the  brain  perfectly  healthy 
in  appearance  ; yet  . there  had  been  fo 
great  a diminution  of  fenfation  and  motion, 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  exiilence  of  hy- 
drocephalus, I am  aware,  that  great  oppor- 
tunities of  obfervation,  accurate  attention  to 
the  hiflory  of  difeafes,  and  anatomical  exami- 
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nation  of  fatal  cafes,  are  requiftte  to  enable  us 
to  form  juft  notions  relative  to  the  prefent 
fubjed.  I thought,  however,  that  it  might 
not  be  improper  to  Hate  what  had  been  the 
refult  of  my  own  enquiries  by  diftedion,  in 
order  to  promote  a more  general  attention  to 

the  fubjed. 


When  my  attention  was  fir  ft  directed  to  the 
fubjed  of  the  fympathetic  affedions  ot  other 
organs,  which  were  caufed  by  the  diforders 
ofthofe  concerned  in  digeftion,  my  primary 
objed  was  to  endeavour  to  afeertain,  by  dit- 
* fedion,  how  far  pulmonary  difeafes  originated^ 
from  fuch  a fource.  I have,  in  the  coune  ot 
my  enquiries,  had  fevcral  opportunities  of  ex- 
amining the  bodies  of  patients  who  apparently 
died  of  phthifts,  combined  with  difeafes  ot  tne 
digeftive  organs.  In  thefe  cafes  both  the  hit- 
tory  and  diftedion  tended  to  prove,  that  the 
chvlopoietic  vifeera  were  the  teat  ot  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  eftablifhed  diieafe,  and  that  the 
pulmonary  affection  was  a lecondary  diiorder. 
The  liver  was  greatly  dileafed,  and  the  lungs 

were  alio  befet  with  tubercles ; yet  a con- 

fiderable 
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hderable  portion  of  thole  organs  was  found. 
Bat  dilleetions  can  never  conclulively  afcer- 
tain  the  truth  of  the  opinions  which  1 have 
Hated ; for  the  fame  diipofition  to  difeafe 
exilting  in  the  conllitution  may  equally  atfedf 
both  the  pulmonary  and  digellrve  organs.  Nay, 
obfervations  made  in  direction  in  general, 
would  tend  to  difprove  the  opinions  alluded 
to ; for  difeafes  of  the  lungs  arc  very  com- 
monly met  with  in  dead  bodies,  while  thole 
of  the  liver  and  bowels  are  much  lefs  frequent. 
Yet  conliderable  diforder  of  the  digellive  or- 
gans does  exift,  and  may  continue  for  many 
years,  without  any  organic  difeafe  being  appa- 
rent : it  is  poflible,  therefore,  that  fuch  diforder 
may  excite  difeafe  of  the  lungs,  and  thus  pro- 
duce a worfe  difeafe  in  the  latter  organs,  than 
what  exiited  in  the  former.  In  ihort,  the  opi- 
nions which  I have  mentioned,  cannot  be  either 
afeertained  or  refuted  by  anatomical  re- 
fearches  alone. 

Accurate  attention  to  the  Hate  of  the  digef- 
tive  organs  may  determine  this  important  iuij* 
j eft,  and  lead  to  the  prevention  and  cure  *f 
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the  fy  mpathetic  difeafes  which  I have  men- 
tioned. The  attention  alluded  to,  is  not  of 
that  general  kind  which  adverts  only  to  the 
quantity  of  the  ingefta,  and  the  periodical  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  egefta,  but  one  that  more  ftri&ly 
oblerves  whether  the  viicera  are  free  from 
irritation,  and  whether  their  fecretions  are 
healthy  or  otherwife.  My  opportunities  of 
acquiring  practical  information  on  this  iu eject 
must  neceflarily  have  been  very  limited ; yet 
I have  feen  many  cafes  w;hich,  to  me,  appeared 
to  prove,  that  pulmonary  irritation  fometimes 
proceeds  from  diforder  of  the  digeltive  or- 
gans. In  fuch  cafes  of  furgical  diieaies,  ac- 
companied by  diforder  of  the  digeltive  organs, 
as  have  been  related,  I have  occalionally  ob- 
ierved  a cough  attended  with  expe&oration 
to  ceafe,  upon  the  correction  of  the  diforder 
cf  the  digeltive  organs. 

A cafe,  which  happened  about  live  years 
ago,  ftrongly  impreffed  tliefe  opinions  on  my 
mind.  A fervant  of  mine  told  me,  that  his 
wife  was  dying  of  a confumption,  which  had 
been  rapidly  increafmg  for  fix  months,  am 
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liad  baffled  all  attempts  to  relieve  it.  Think- 
ing that  I could  procure  her  fome  medical 
a Alliance  from  the  holpital,  I went  to  fee  her. 
Ihe  cafe,  however,  feemed  palt  hope.  She 
was  extremely  emaciated ; her  pulfe  beat  1 40 
in  a minute  ; her  face  was  flufhed ; the  had  a 
moft  dift  re  fling  cough  ; and  fpit  up  more  than 
a pint  of  mucus,  mixed  with  pus  and  ftreaked 
with  blood,  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  cir- 
cumflance,  however,  which  mofl  diflurbed 
her  w7as  a continual  purging  of  black  and  of- 
fenflve  matter.  She  told  me  that  the  diforder 
of  the  bowels  was  the  fir  ft  diforder ; that  it 
had  preceded  the  pulmonary  aftedtion,  and, 
indeed,  that  it  was  an  habitual  complaint.  I 
thought  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  my  medical 
friends  in  fo  hopelefs  a cafe ; and  ordered  fome 
pills,  containing  one  grain  of  opium,  to  be 
taken  in  fuch  quantity  as  was  neceflary  to 
flop  the  purging.  As  ihe  informed  me  that 
the  diforder  began  in  the  bowels,  I added  to 
each  pill  half  a grain  of  calomel.  By  thefe 
means  the  purging  was  fo  much  checked,  that 
the  did  not  find  it  neceflary  to  take  more  than 
two  pills  in  twenty-four  hours ; and  when  the 

had 
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had  taken  twelve,  the  mercury,  very  unex- 
pectedly, affeCted  the  mouth.  From  that  pe- 
riod, the  ftools  became  of  a natural  colour 
and  confidence  ; the  cough  and  expectoration 
ceafed  ; and  fhe  was  foon  fufficiently  recovered 
to  go  into  the  country ; from  whence  the  re- 
lumed apparently  in  good  health. 

Now  if  it  were  to  be  afcertained,  that  pul- 
monary irritation,  which  might  of  courfe  pro- 
duce pulmonary  difeafe,  fometimes  arifes  from 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs ; it  would  be 
right  to  enquire  farther,  whether  it  produces 
fuch  effeCts,  by  the  nervous  diforder  it  occa- 
sions, and  by  its  operation  on  the  health  in 
general  \ or  by  means  of  a more  immediate 
lympathy  exifting  between  the  pulmonary 
and  digeltive  organs.  I do  not  mean  to  in- 
sinuate, by  what  has  been  faid,  that  pulmo- 
nary difeafes  do  not  arife  originally  and  idio- 
pathically ; but  only  to  fuggeft  that  they  may 
arife  fympathetically,  or  in  confequence  ot 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  The  propor- 
tionate number  of  cafes,  in  which  they  origi- 
nate in  this  manner,  can  only  be  determined 

by 
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by  very  ex  ten  five  experience.  That  the  do* 
mach  and  bdvvels  are  difordered,  during  the 
progreis  of  phthids,  will,  1 conclude,  be  readily 
admitted  ; and  that  an  attention  to  correct 
fuch  diforder  is  requidte,  mud  be  acknow- 
ledged, from  what  has  been  laid  relative  to 
the  influence  of  fuch  treatment  upon  various 
local  difeafes. 

The  actions  of  the  heart  feem  to  me  alfo 
to  become  difordered  from  lympathy  with 
the  ftomach.  That  palpitations,  and  feeble 
or  intermitting  actions  of  that  organ  arile  from 
this  caufe,  is  proved  by  their  ceafmg,  when 
the  date  of  the  domach  becomes  changed. 
The  palpitations  which  take  place  after  eat- 
ing, in  cafes  where  the  heart  is  irritable,  far- 
ther evince  the  lympathy  which  exids  between 
thefe  organs.  Surgeons  are  occalionally  con- 
futed on  palpitations  of  the  heart,  which  the 
patients  midake  for  aneurifms : I have  feen 
many  indances,  where  the  great  degree  of 
palpitation  led  to  a belief,  that  fome  organic 
affedtion  exided.  This  has  cealed  on  an  amend- 
ment of  the  general  health,  apparently  ariling 

from 
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from  an  amelioration  ot  the  flate  ot  the  diges- 
tive organs,  and  the  patients  have  continued 
in  perfect  health.  I have  not  collected  any 
accurate  narratives  of  the  cafes  that  I ha\e 
feen : none  at  leaft  which  I could  propeily 
prefent  to  the  public  as  a proof  ot  the  fact. 
There  is  nothing,  however,  of  which  I am 
more  perfectly  convinced ; tor  I have  felt  it 
to  be  true  in  my  own  perton.  Aftei  consider- 
able and  unufual  fatigue,  I was  feized  with 
pain,  and  a fenfation  of  coidnels  in  the  region 
of  the  Stomach.  I had  no  appetite,  and  the 
biliary  fecretion  was  fupprefled.  Whilft  this 
diforder  continued,  which  was  for  many 
weeks,  my  pulfe  intermitted  very  frequently, 
and  I was  diflreffed  with  hypochondriacal  fen- 
fations.  Upon  an  alteration  in  the  Itate  of  the 
digettive  organs,  and  a renewal  of  the  biliary 
Secretions,  which  happened  very  Suddenly  after 
taking  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  my  pulle 
became  perfectly  regular,  and  my  mind  tran- 
quil. 

The  obfervations,  which!  have  mademfui- 

gical  cafes,  lead  me  alfo  to  attribute  many 
to  lijpmnr- 
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rhages,  and  particularly  thofe  from  the  note, 
to  a fympathetic  affection  of  the  heart  and 
arteries,  excited  by  diforder  ot  the  digeftivc 
organs. 

If  fuch  a date  of  the  fyffem  in  general, 
as  I have  deferibed,  and  which  is  manifefted 
by  circumltances  denoting  the  digeftive  oigans 
to  be  in  an  unhealthy  Hate,  and  the  ncnous 
fyffem  to  be  likewife  difordered,  may,  in 
fome  inffances,  caufe  various  local  difeafes 
of  parts  not  effential  to  life,  the  care  ot 
which,  cuftoin  lias  configned  to  the  fur- 
geon  ; and  may,  in  other  inttances,  pioduce 
diforders  of  organs  effential  to  our  exiffence, 
the  care  of  which  is  allotted  to  the  phy- 
lician  ; the  fubjetd  muff:  be  allowed  to  be  of 
the  highell  importance.  Of  late,  indeed,  I 
have  been  inclined  to  contider  thefe  ciicumr 
ltances  as  the  caufe  of  the  complicated 
difeafes  which  are  met  with  in  man,  fo 
much  more  frequently  than  in  animals.  In 
man  the  brain  is  more  fenfitive,  and  liable 
to  be  difordered  by  mental  affections.  In 
man  the  digeftive  organs  are  liable  to  be  dif- 
ordered by  ltimulating  and  unnatural  diet. 

Sedentary 
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Sedentary  habits  and  impure  air  co-operate 
to  aggravate  thefe  diiorders.  The  diiorders 
of  the  brain  and  digefiive  organs  mutually 
increale  each  other ; and  thus  a bate  of  con- 
hitution  arifes,  which  is  productive  of  the 
molt  general  and  complex  difeafes.  But  even 
thefe  do  not  teem  to  me  to  be  the  molt  cala- 
mitous terminations  of  l'uch  caufes.  The  dif- 
order  of  the  fenforium,  excited  and  aggravated 
by  the  means  which  have  been  delcribed,  fre- 
quently affects  the  mind.  rfhe  operations 
of  the  intelledt  become  enfeebled,  perplexed, 
and  perverted ; the  temper  and  dilpofition 
irritable,  unbenevolent,  and  defpooding;  the 
moral  character  and  conduct  appears  even 
liable  to  be  affected  by  thefe  circumftances. 
The  individual  in  this  cafe  is  not  the  only 
fufferer,  but  the  evil  extends  to  his  connec- 
tions and  to  lociety.  The  fubjeft,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  of  fuch  importance,  that  no  apo- 
logy need  be  offered  for  this  imperfect  at- 
tempt to  place  it  under  general  contem- 
plation 


* The  ancients,  who  formed  their  judgment  of  the  nature  of 
diiorders  by  oblerving  the  excretions,  denominated  an  irritable 

I feel 
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I feel  myfelf  under  great  obligations  to  Mr. 
Boodle,  from  whom,  as  I have  mentioned  in 
the  preface,  I firll  derived  thofe  opinions 
which  are  recorded  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
By  this  view  of  the  fubjecf,  which  he  firft  in- 
timated me  to  take,  I think  I can  perceive 
many  circurn fiances  relating  to  the  caufes  and 
effects  of  difeafes,  which  before  would  either 
have  been  very  obfcure,  or  not  all  diltinguifh- 
able.  Mr.  Boodle  firll  initrucled  ine  how  to 


detedl  dilorders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  when 


their  local  fymptoms  were  fo  trivial  as  to  be 

unnoticed  evcii  by  the  patient ; and  pointed 

out  to  me  what  were  the  curative  indications 

in  thefe  dilorders.  Many  of  the  cafes,  which 

I have  related,  fhevv  how  much  faulty  ac- 
* \ . * 

lions  of  the  liver  contribute  to  caufe  or  ag- 


gravate the  general  diforder.  The  relief,  which 
frequently  aril.es  from  the  renewal  or  correc- 


and  defponding  Rate  of  mind,  Hypochondriafis  j and  when  a 
more  fixed  and  irrational  dejection  took  place,  they  deemed  it 
an  atrabiliary  diforder,  and  called  R Melancholia.  There  'can, 
be  no  doubt  of  the  corre&nefs  of  their  obfervations  j for  if  ihe 
diforder  began  in  the  nervous  fyftem,  it  would  generally  produce 
and  become  aggravated  by  that  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
from  which  they  denominated  it.  - , 
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tion  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  in  thefe  cafes, 
was  the  circumstance  which  at  firll  made  the 
greateft  impreflion  on  his  mind.  I believe, 
however,  that  his  opinions  of  the  nature  of 
the  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  and  its 
operation  in  the  production  of  other  difeafcs, 
have  been,  and  are,  very  ftmilar  to  thofe  svhich 
I have  delivered.  Indeed,  as  we  have  lived 
in  the  molt  unreferved  communication  of  our 
fentiments,  it  is  not  probable,  that  our  opi- 
nions are  materially  different.  I have  been 
very  folicitous  that  Mr.  Boodle  Ihould  publifh 
his  own  account  of  this  fubject,  and  the  facts 
which  he  has  collected : but  as  his  time  is 
fully  occupied  in  the  practice  of  liis  profeffion, 
it  is  probable,  that  many  years  might  elapfe 
before  he  could  do  fo,  in  a manner  fatisfactory 
to  himfelf-  I hope  and  expeCt,  however,  that 
he  will  undertake  this  talk.  The  medical 
treatment  of  difeafes,  is  the  moil  important 
part  of  our  knowledge  relating  to  them.  The 
plan,  which  I have  fuggefted,  may  be  applica- 
ble to  fuch  diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  as 
require  the  attention  of  a furgeon,  whole  chief 

object  is  the  cure  of  local  difeafe ; but  it  ap- 
pears 
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pears  to  me  very  inadequate  to  the  cure  of  thofe 
more  complicated  forms  of  difeafe,  which  come 
under  the  care  of  the  phyfician.  rlo  this  fub- 
jecc  Mr.  Boodle  has,  I know,  paid  great  at- 
tention ; and  a narrative  of  cafes  muft  be  valu- 
able, when  given  by  a perfon  who  remarks 
the  progrefs  of  difeafe,  and  the  effedts  of  me-* 
dicine,  with  iagacity  and  accuracy. 


On 


( 2O0  ) 


On  Difeafes  of  the  Urethra;  particularly  of  that 
part,  which  is  furrounded  by  the  proftate  Gland . 


ledge  that  an  obfcurity  hangs  over  the  fubjeCl 
of  ItriCturcs  of  the  urethra,  which  prevents 
us  from  perceiving  the  caufe  of  many  circum- 
tiances,  which  occur  in  daily  practice.  Con- 
tractions of  this  canal  are  fometimes  readily 
enlarged  to  their  natural  diameter  by  the  in- 
troduction of  common  bougies,  and  the  cure 
thus  effected  is  permanent.  In  other  cafes  it 
is  difficult  to  procure  even  a temporary  en- 
largement of  the  contracted  part;  and  the 

o 

ftriclure  returns,  when  the  means  by  which  it 
was  relieved  are  difcontinued.  This  variety 
in  the  event  of  different  cafes  may,  in  fome 
ind;ances,  depend  on  the  kind  and  duration  of 


T 


furgeon  will,  I believe,  acknow- 


the 
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the  difeaie  in  the  ftridlurcs  themfelves ; yet, 
in  many  others,  I am  convinced  that  it  is 
owing  to  other  circa  mitances,  which  it  is  my 
deiign  to  confider  in  the  prefent  paper.  Before 
my  obfervation  had  been  directed  to  thefe 
circumftances,  I was  much  puzzled  to  account 
for  the  difeordance  in  the  relult  of  cafes  appa- 
rently limilar.  I was  equally  unable  to  un- 
derhand fome  occurrences,  like  thofe  which 
are  reprefented  in  the  following  cafe. 


CASE. 

A gentleman,  whole  life  was  made  un- 
comfortable by  a very  frequent  and  very 
urgent  propenhty  to  void  his  urine,  applied 
to  me  for  advice.  Two  ftridlures  wrere  difeo- 
vered  in  the  further  part  of  the  urethra, 
which  did  not  oppofe  the  palTage  of  a bougie 
as  large  as  a goolequill.  Some  difficulty  was 
experienced  when  the  bougie  entered  that 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  paffies  through  the 
prohate  gland  ; and  the  patient  complained  of 
pain,  which  was  confidcrably  increaled  at  the 

* 4 

orifice 


OX  DISEASES 


208 

orifice  of  the  bladder.  The  in  liniment,  how 
ever,  entered  the  bladder,  though  with  diffi- 
culty ; and  it  teemed  to  be  grafiped  by  the 
fphinder.  The  proiiate  was  enlarged  to  twice 
its  natural  fize ; which  circumliance  teemed 
to  me  to  explain  the  caufe  of  the  flight  im- 
pediment, which  occurred  to  the  patfage  of 
the  inllrument  through  it.  The  urethra  was 
unufually  long  in  this  patient ; and  though 
bougies  had  been  frequently  introduced,  I 
fulpecl  that  they  had  never  been  palled  into 
the  bladder.  The  patient  was  of  this  opinion, 
from  the  peculiar  fenfations  which  he  expe- 
rienced, and  which  he  had  never  felt  before. 
He  called  upon  me  four  days  afterwards,  laid 
that  he  was  much  relieved,  and  requelled  to 
have  the  operation  repeated.  The  fame  bougie 
which  had  been  ufed  before  now  palled  with 
much  greater  facility.  The  patient  Hill  felt 
peculiar  fenfations,  though  much  diminilhed 
in  degree,  as  the  inllrument  went  through  the 
proiiate.  It  entered  the  bladder  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  without  appearing  to  be  grafped. 
I now  introduced  a larger  bougie,  which  went 

through  the  llri&ures  with  lefs  difficulty  than 

the 
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the  fmaller  one  had  done  on  its  firfi:  intro- 
duction. diiis  produced  the  fame  uneafy  fen- 
iation  on  entering  the  prollate ; it  was  re- 
tarded for  a moment  at  the  orifice  of  the 
bladder,  and  was  llightly  grafped  at  its  en- 
trance. All  the  fy mptoms  were  Hill  more  re- 
lieved by  this  fecond  introduction.  The  fame 
operation  was  repeated  a few  times ; at  firfi: 
every  fourth  day,  and  afterwards  once  a week, 
till  a bougie  of  the  largefl  fize  could  be  palled 
without  occafioning  any  uneafinefs.  The  pa- 
tient, during  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  did 
not  require  to  void  his  urine  more  frequently 
than  is  common.  He  was  relieved  from  a 
great  trouble ; and,  though  many  years  have 
elapled,  he  has  not  experienced  iimilar  in- 
convenience. 

Such  cafes  as  the  preceding  induced  me  to 
iufpeci  that  a ftriclure  might  exift  in  the  ori- 
fice of  the  bladder.  The  following  cafe  gave 
me  new  and,  as  I think,  jufi  ideas  relative  to 
this  lubjech  Whether  the  opinions  be  cor- 
rect or  not,  the  cafes,  it  mult  be  admitted, 
defer ve  attention. 


P 
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CASE. 

A gentleman,  more  than  feventy  years  of 
age,  had  experienced  for  about  fix  years  a 
difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine,  which  gradually 
increafed,  till  the  dream  became  very  fmall. 
This  was  attended  with  a frequent  propen- 
sity to  difcharge  the  urine,  which  difturbed 
him  every  fecond  or  third  hour  during  the 
night.  At  lad  a complete  retention  took 
place  when  he  was  in  the  country;  and  a 
furgeon  attempted  to  introduce  a fmall  ca- 
theter, which  however  was  prevented,  by  a 
dridure,  from  pading  farther  than  dx  inches. 
The  patient  immediately  came  to  London, 
when  I dire&ed  him  to  take  feme  cador  oil, 
and  to  bathe  the  perineum  and  adjacent  parts 
frequently  with  warm  w’ater.  After  fome  time 
the  urine  flowed  again,  and  he  was  relieved 
from  the  prefent  urgent  fy  mptoms.  In  two  days 
I examined  the  urethra*  and  found  a ftiiduie  at 
fix  inches,  through  which  I could  not  pafs 
even  a very  fmall  bougie.  I touched  this 

with  the.  argentum  nitratum  ; but  the  appli- 
cation 
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cation  did  not  produce  any  alteration  in  the 
eircumitances  of  the  difeale.  On  the  third 
day  the  bougie  palled  on  to  a flridlure  at  feven 
inches,  which  was  alfo  touched  with  cauftic ; 
and  the  fame  treatment  was  repeated  with 
another  Aritfure,  at  the  diflance  of  half  an, 
inch  from  this.  The  bougie  now  palled 
through  all  the  ftri&ures,  and  entered  the 
proflate,  when  I was  obliged  to  withdraw  it 
immediately,  from  a fudden  attack  of  pain 
and  taintnefs.  No  enlargement  of  the  proflate 
was  dil covered  by  an  examination  per  anum  ; 
nor  was  it  tender  when  comprelTed.  I told 
the  patient  that  I conlidered  it  very  defirable 
to  introduce  a tubular  inftrument  into  the 
bladder,  but  that  the  minutenefs  of  the  ltream 
of  urine  rendered  it  doubtful  whether  this 
could  be  accomplilhed.  I requelled  him  to 
call  in  another  furgeon,  that  the  attempt  might 
made  b\  us  conjointly.  A flexible  var- 
nilhed  catheter,  containing  a Itrong  wire,  was 
readily  palled  into  the  proflate,  but  could  not 
be  made  to  enter  the  bladder.  rl  he  attempt 
was  not  long  perfevered  in,  from  an  appre- 
henflon  of  doing  injury,  if  tl^e  inflrumeat 
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were  not  guided  in  the  right  track.  No  blood 
flowed  upon  withdrawing  the  catheter.  A 
ilio'ht  retention  of  urine  followed  this  attempt ; 
but,  after  a few  days,  (he  patient  was  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  before.  On  examining  the  ure- 
thra four  days  afterwards,  I found  that  the 
fmalleft  bougie  would  not  pafs  farther  than 
fix  inches  ; fo  that  the  contraction  ot  the  tirft 
tincture  had  been  rc-excited  by  the  lrntation 
occationed  by  our  late  attempt.  As  the  appli- 
cation of  the  argentum  nitratum  had  fo  fud- 
denly  and  completely  relieved  this  ftri&ure  in 
the  firth  inftance,  1 now  repeated  this  appli- 
- cation,  although  I knew  that  the  llriflure  was 
merely  fpafmodic.  In  the  courfe  of  a few 
days  a fmall  bougie  was  introduced  into  the 
proltate,  and  afterwards  a larger  one.  I now 
wilhed  to  afeertain  whether  I could  pats  the 
bougie  into  the  bladder,  or  learn,  by  means  of 
that  inftrument,  the  canto  of  the  obftrubhon. 
As  the  patient  found  that  lie  could  void  his 

urine  moll  eatily  when  lying  on  the  left  tide;, 

i't  teemed  probable  that  the  ounce  ot  the  uie 
thra  might  be  found  in  that  direction.  I there- 
fore deprefled  the  point  of  the-  inftrument, 

and 
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and  carried  the  other  extremity  towards  the 
right  groin,  when  mod  unexpectedly  it  went 
forwards  into  the  bladder.  When  the  bougie 
was  withdrawn,  a confidcrable  quantity  of 
clotted  blood  and  mucus,  with  fome  matter, 
oozed  out  of  the  urethra  ; and  the  patient 
afterwards  voided  in  a large  dream  about 
eight  ounces  of  turbid  and  foetid  urine  mixed 
with  mucus ; after  which  lie  felt  as  if  his 
bladder  were  completely  emptied.  From,  this 
time  he  had  no  occadon  to  void  his  urine 
more  frequently  than  is  natural,  and  he  ex- 
pelled it  in  as  large  a dream,  and  with  as 
much  facility,  as  he  had  ever  done  at  any 
period  of  his  life.  The  bougie  was  for  fome 
time  introduced  every  third  day,  and  after- 
wards once  a week.  It  palled  eadly  not  only 
through  the  urethra,  but.  into  the  bladder, 
when  guided  in  the  direction  which  has  been 
mentioned.  At  drll  the  point  was  foiled  with 
blood  and  matter,  but  afterwards  thefe  ap- 
pearances were  no  longer  obfervable,  which 
led  me  to  conclude  that  the  circumference  of 
the  ulcerated  orifice  of  the  bladder  had  com* 
plctely  healed.  Two  years  afterwards  this 

gentleman 
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gentleman  experienced  a recurrence  of  his 
former  complaints ; a lmall  bougie  only  could 
now  be  introduced  into  the  bladder.  A 
larger  bougie  was  palled  through  the  ure- 
thra on  the  next  attempt;  but  it  was  not 
carried  forwards  into  the  bladder,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  irritating  the  proftate.  After 
a few  days  the  larger  bougie  was  introduced 
into  the  bladder,  and  met  with  a little  refin- 
ance at  its  orifice.  From  this  time  it  palled 
With  the  fame  facility  as  when  I difcontinued 
mv  former  attendance,  and  the  patient  found 
himfelf  equally  well.  Two  years  have  now 
elapfed  without  any  neceflity  for  repeating 
thele  operations. 

In  this  cafe  a difeafe  took  place  in  the 
proftate  gland,  without  producing  any  evi- 
dent enlargement  or  tendernefs  of  its  fub- 
ftance,  though  it  proceeded  to  a llate  of 
ulceration.  The  difeafe  feems  to  have  ope- 
rated on  the  continuous  parts  in  two  direc- 
tions ; backwards  upon  the  bladder,  render- 
ing that  organ  irritable ; and  forwards  upon 

the  urethra,  cauling  ftri&ures,  which  were 

in 
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in  fome  degree  organic,  but  chiefly  of  a fpaf- 
rnodic  nature.  It  mult  be  allowed,  however, 
that  the  obhrudlion  of  the  aperture  into  the 
bladder  by  the  dilcharges  from  the  ulcerated 
furface  contributed  in  a great  degree  to  main- 
tain the  irritability  of  the  organ,  by  impeding 
the  difeharge  of  the  urine.  This  difeale  was 
alfo  of  a nature  that  admitted  of  relief,  and 
the  pafllige  of  a bougie  feemed  to  effedt  its 
cure.  It  had,  however,  a tendency  to  recur, 
and  the  ule  of  the  bougie  leflened  the  irri- 
tability of  the  part,  and  arretted  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  circumhances  of  this  cafe  do  not  in- 
deed unfold  the  caufe  and  precife  nature  of 
the  diforder,  which,  however,  will  in  my 
opinion  be  elucidated  by  thole  which  follow. 
They  induced  me  to  fuppofe  that  thole  in- 
Itances,  which  I had  formerly  met  wTith, 
and  which  appeared  fo  unintelligible,  wrere 
of  a limilar  nature ; and  they  made  me  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  the  hate  of  the  urethra, 
where  it  palfes  through  the  prohate  gland* 
as  I faw  the  polhbility  of  this  canal  being 

difealed* 
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dileafed,  without  the  probate  being  materi- 
ally implicated  in  the  diforder.  The  lollow- 
ing  cate  occurred  toon  afterwards. 


CASE. 


A gentleman,  between  fifty  and  fixty  years 

of  age,  had  for  twenty  years  been  iubject 

to  occafional  fits  of  dyiury.  I was  defired 

to  fee  him  in  one  of  thefe,  which  had  been 

very  fevere  and  long  continued.  He  was 

obliged  to  void  the  urine  at  lealt  every  hour. 

The  calls  were  hidden  and  urgent,  and  the 

pain  continued  for  a confideiable  time  aftci 

the  urine  had  been  difcharged.  He  had  tome 

fever,  which  fuch  irritation  would  naturally 

produce.  A modoate-fized  bougie  flopped 

at  two  ft riciu res,  but  palled  through  them 

without  much  difficulty : when  it  entered  the 

predate,  the  patient  complained  oi  burning 

pain;  of  a flrong  irritation  to  make  water; 

and  grew  fo  faint  that  1 had  merely  time, 

by  a gentle  preflure,  to  afcertain  that  the 

bougie  would  pats  into  the  bladder : when 

1 with- 
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I withdrew  it,  the  point  was  covered  with  blood, 
The  pa  dent  was  directed  to  bathe  the  pen- 
nanmi  with  warm  water  frequently,  if  the 
clyfury  was  urgent.  He  was  much  relieved 
by  the  introduction  of  the  bougie,  and  did 
not  want  afterwards  to  void  his  urine  oftenei 
than  every  fecond  or  third  hour.  Ine  calls 
were  lets  urgent,  and  the  lubfequent  uneafi- 
net's  let's  in  leverity  and  duration.  Alter  lvvo 
days,  a bougie  of  the  fame  fize  was  intro- 
duced to  the  extent  of  eight  inches,  and  with- 
drawn ; no  blood  adhered  to  its  1 arface,  A 
l'maller  bougie,  much  curved,  was  now  patted 
into  the  bladder;  the  patient  complained  of 
the  lame  uneafy  l'enfation  as  before,  when  it 
entered  the  proftate ; but  he  did  not  grow 
taint.  The  point  was  bloody  for  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch,  but  lets  l'o  than  on  its  lirit 
introduction.  More  .relief  was  experienced 
this  time.  The  urine  M as  now  voided  only 
everv  fourth  hour.  1 wo  dajs  alteiwaids 

the  bougie  was  again  introduced  into  the 
bladder,  conliderably  curved,  and  with  the 
point  carried  along  the  upper  i'urface  of  the 
'urethra,  where  it  palles  through  the  proftate 

gland. 
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gland.  The  point  was  foiled  with  a yell o with 
fluid,  llightly  tinted  with  blood.  As  the  pa- 
tient was  getting  much  better,  the  operation 
was  not  repeated  till  after  four  days,  and  then 
at  the  end  of  a week;  at  which  time  the 
blood  and  the  yellow  fluid  had  entirely  difap- 
peared.  The  urine  was  not  voided  more  fre- 
quently than  natural,  nor  was  its  expulflon  at- 
tended or  fucceeded  by  any  painful  fenfation. 
The  ftrictures  in  this  cafe  felt  firm,  and  not 
eatily  dilatable : I thought  it  neeeflary  to  re- 
lieve them,  left  they  fliould  contribute  to  re- 
induce the  irritation  in  the  proftate  ; but  the 
patient  felt  himfelf  fo  well,  that  he  was 
averfe  to  any  thing  which  might  renew  his 
former  fufferings,  and  he  has  had  no  lymp- 
toms  of  dyfury  fince  that  period.  The  prof- 
tate in  this  patient  was  not  enlarged  nor  ten- 
der. Con  elutions  fimilar  to  thofe,  which  were 
deduced  frpm  the  former  cafe,  may  be  more 
fairly  drawn  from  this ; viz.  that  a difeafe  may 
occur  in  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  where 
it  pafles  through  the  proftate,  and  that  it  may 
render  the  bladder  irritable,  and  produce  ftric- 
tures in  the  urethra  ; for  in  this  cafe  there 
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was  no  mechanical  obflrudtion  to  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  urine  to  produce  irritation  in  the 
bladder.  It  alfo  appeals,  th*»t  rhe  difeafe  ad- 
mitted of  relief  by  the  intiouuction  ot  a 
bougie. 

I have  lately  met  with  another  cafe  in  a 
younger  man,  who  is  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years'  of  age,  and  wdio  was  afihdted 
with  timilar  fits  of  dyfury,  the  caufe  of  which 
could  not  be  afcertained.  I patTed  a bougie 
for  him  a few  times,  but  found  no  Itridlure  in 
the  urethra.  The  fame  painful  fenfations  we  re 
produced  in  the  proftate,  as  in  the  preceding 
cafes.  The  bougie  did  not  appear  at  the  time 
to  relieve  the  dyfury ; but  the  complaint  gra- 
dually cealed,  and  the  patient  left  towm.  He 
has  been  much  better  fince  this  time,  and  at- 
tributes his  relief  to  the  pafiage  of  the  bougie. 

CASE. 

A gentleman,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  was 
affedted  with  dyfury,  wdiich  increafed  in  vio- 
lence, though  various  means  wrnre  employed 

during 
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during  two  years  for  his  relief.  He  voided 
his  urine  every  fecond  hour,  or  oftener,  with 
great  pain  and  levere  irritation  ; which  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  after  its  expullion.  He 
had  iuch  a fenlation  of  heat  and  unealinefs  in 
the  perinaeum,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  bring 
his  thighs  together;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
ule  a cufhion,  with  a vacancy  in  the  middle, 
jyhen  he  fat  down.  He  could  not  ride  in  a 
carriage,  or  even  walk  out,  although  his  ge- 
neral health  was  good.  A moderate- tized 
bougie  halted  a little  at  two  ft  riel  u res,  and 
when  it  arrived  at  the  probate  produced  a 
violent  burning  fenlation,  a vehement  pro- 
perty to  void  the  urine,  and  extreme  pain  at 
about  tvro  inches  from  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra ; which  part  was  alw  ays  particularly 
painful  during  the  time  of  voiding  the  urine, 
and  after  its  expullion.  On  withdrawing  the 
bougie,  which  had  entered  the  bladder,  its 
point  was  found  to  be  covered  with  blood. 
The  proftate  being  examined,  felt  rather 
broader  than  ufual,  but  was  not  tender.  The 
patient  was  relieved  by  the  introduction  of  the 
bougie,  which  was  repeated  on  the  third  day  : 

it 
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it  went  more  freely  through  the  ftriclures„ 
and  the  fenfations,  caufed  by  its  p adage 
through  the  probate,  were  diminidied.  The 
point  of  the  bougie  was  bloody.  I afcertained 
that  the  blood  came  from  that  part  of  the 
urethra  which  is  htuated  in  the  probate,  by 
introducing  a large  bougie  to  the  dillance  of 
eight  inches,  and  then  withdrawing  it : the 
point  was  not  m the  lead  foiled  with  blood. 
The  fecond  introduction  of  the  bougie  pro- 
duced conbderable  relief.  The  urine  was  re- 
tained longer,  the  uncafy  fenfation  in  the  pe- 
ririaeum  was  diminidied,  and  the  patient  could 
walk  or  bt  down  more  comfortably.  The 
bougie  was  uled  every  third  or  fourth  day  for 

C J J 


three  weeks  ; and  then  once  a week  for  a 
month  longer,  its  hze  being  gradually  in- 
creafed.  Idle  appearance  of  blood  on  the 
point  gradually  ceafed : it  was  afterwards 
foiled  with  a purulent  and  then  with  a mu- 
cous buid,  which  appearances  alfo  gradu- 
ally ceafed.  The  water  was  now  voided 

only  at  intervals  of  four  hours,  the  fub- 

» 9 9 . 

fequent  pain  being  either  trivial  or  entirely 
abfent ; the  uneaknefs  in  tho  perimeum  w:fs 

fo 
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fo  inconhderable,  that  the  patient  could  walk 
for  feveral  hours,  and  fit  down  without  pain. 
The  feminal  discharges  had  been  attended 
with  extreme  pain,  fo  great  as  almoll  to  pro- 
duce fainting,  before  the  hate  of  the  prollate 
had  been  relieved  : they  afterwards  took  place 
without  any  unufual  fenfation. 

Thefe  cafes  ihew  that  the  urethra  may  be- 
come irritable  and  difeafed,  where  it  pahes 
through  the  prohate  gland,  without  any  ma- 
terial diforder  of  the  contiguous  parts.  They 
induced  me  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
hate  of  that  part  of  the  urethra ; which  at- 
tention will,  in  my  opinion,  be  found  of  great 
confequence  in  diredling  our  treatment  of 
thefe  dilorders.  As  it  would  render  this  pa- 
per extremely  voluminous  to  detail  the  par- 
ticular cafes  which  I have  met  with,  I Shall 
merely  relate  the  oblervations  which  I have 
made,  and  the  inferences  which  I have  drawn 
from  them ; that  the  profehion  in  general 
may  invehigate  the  fubjedt,  and  determine 
how  far  thefe  obfervations  and  opinions  are 
correct. 

Firfl, 


OF  THE  URETHRA,  &C.  223 

Firft,  then,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  a 
Hate  of  inflammation  and  irritation  may  take 
place  in  the  remote  part  of  the  urethra  to  a 
greater  or  lefs  extent.  It  may  produce  in  the 
proltate  that  peculiar  fenfibility  of  the  part 
which  I have  defcribed ; and  in  the  perinmum 
it  may  caufe  contractions  of  different  parts  of 
the  canal.  Either  of  thefe  affections  mav  be 
more  permanent  than  the  other,  even  where 
each  part  has  been  equally  affected  in  the  be- 
ginning. This  Itate  of  inflammation  and  irri- 
tation is  frequently  produced  by  gonorrhoea, 
though  it  may  occur  from  other  caufes.  If, 
injudicioufly,  a bougie  be  introduced  when 
this  diforder  firft  occurs  in  a gonorrhoea,  nie 

O 7 

merous  fpafmodic  ffriCtures  * are  met  with ; 
the  patient  becomes  alarmed  by  the  difficulty 
of  patTing  the  inftrument,  and  by  the  name 
of  ftriCtures,  and  confutes  a more  experienced 
furgeon,  who  directs  local  warm  bathing,  and 

* I have  ufed  the  term  fpafmodic  ftridtures  in  the  indiferi- 
minate  manner  in  which  it  is  generally  employed,  though  I am 
aware  that  it  is  objectionable : a ftriCture  from  fpafrn  is  not  a 
itridture  ; and  a ftri&ure  may  be  irritable  or  fpafmodical,  or 
other  wife. 
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the  application  of  leeches  to  the  perrnamrm 
The  diiorder  is  cured ; the  patient  expects  that 


ilrictures  remain ; a fuli-iized  bougie  is  intro- 
duced to  latisfy  him,  which  paffies  without  the 


leall  difficulty.  I am  unable  to  determine 
whether  in  fuch  cafes  the  urethra  is  affected 
in  the  firlt  inliance  in  that  part  which  paffies 
through  the  proftate,  as  I never  made  any 
examination  under  thefe  eircumftances,  though 


I think  it  very  probable  that  it  is  fo.  When 
a gleet  becomes  unufually  protracted,  it  is 
frequently  owing  to  the  effects  ot  this  u bor- 
der in  the  remote  part  of  the  urethra,  main- 
taining a degree  ot  irritation  in  the  front. 
Under  thefe  eircumftances,  it  is  allowable  to 
introduce  a bougie,  when  ftridtures  will  fre- 
quently be  found  in  the  perinarum  , and  in 
many  calcs,  the  patients  w horn  I lursc  attended 
have  experienced  thole  feniutions,  which  aie 
chara&eriftic  of  tendernels  in  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra,  w here  it  paffies  through  the 


proftate.  If,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  origin 
of  thole  cafes,  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
attend  in  their  advanced  ffiages,  we  might  ex- 
pect to  find  the  diforder  ot  the  urethra  various 

with 
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with  refped  to  the  kind  and  extent  of  the 
difeafe.  rl  hat  it  will  be  found  fo  in  practice 
I do  not  helitate  to  affirm,  from  the  obferva- 
tions  which  I have  already  made  relative  to 
this  fubjcd.  In  fome  cafes,  flridtures  in  that 
part  ot  the  canal,  which  is  fubjed  to  fuch  con- 


tradions,  will  be  the  foie  difeafe.  In  others, 
an  uneafinefs,  and  fuch  fenfations  as  I have 
deicribed,  will  be  complained  of  as  the  bougie 
paffies  through  the  lall  inch  of  the  urethra, 
which  is  contained  in  the  proflate  gland.  In 
fome  cafes  alfo,  the  flridures  will  be  the  lefs 
degree  ot  the  difeafe,  and  the  irritation  in  the 
proflate  the  greater ; and  in  fome  cafes  it  will 
be  found  that  nothing  is  difcoverable  which 
can  fairly  be  denominated  a flridure,  and  yet 
the  tendernefs  which  I have  defcribed  exills 
in  a moil  painful  degree.  In  deducing  thefe 
difeafes  from  the  inflammation  which  £0- 
norrhcea  excites,  I mean  only  to  trace  them 
from  a very  common  origin.  The  fame  dif- 


orders  frequently  take  place  without  having 
been  preceded  by  that  complaint.  An  atten- 
tion to  the  circumltances,  which  have  been 
mentioned,  feems  to  me  to  explain  the  contra- 
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didtory  events  which  happen,  when  a iimilaf 
plan  of  treatment  is  purfued  for  the  cure  of 
difeafes  of  the  urethra.  When  Itrictures  are 
the  lole  difeafe,  they  are  often  readily,  and 
generally  permanently,  cured.  ^ hen  an  ir- 
ritation, liieh  as  I have  defcribed,  exilts  in  the 
probate,  it  is  difficult  to  enlarge  the  con- 
tracted portions  of  the  canal ; and,  when  that 
is  accomplilhed,  the  Itrictures  recur,  as  a caufe 
of  irritation  to  the  urethra  Hill  continues.  In 
fome  cafes,  the  enlargement  of  the  Itrictures 
fails  to  mitigate  the  dylury,  and  in  others  it  is 
augmented  by  the  meafures,  which  have  been 
employed  to  cure  the  Itrictures,  when  the. 
ftate  of  irritation  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
has  been  unadverted  to.  .Many  patients  have 
applied  to  me  under  thefe  circumftanccs,  after 
having  been  under  the  care  ot  other  lurgeons. 
They  have  bated,  that  fmail  bougies  only  could 
be  palled  in  the  firth  inftance,  and  that  though 
the  larged  could  now  he  introduced,  the 
complaint  was  no  better;  nay,  tome  have 
thought  themielves  materially  worie.  A 
bougie  has  palled  in  tliele  cafes  eight  inches, 
without  meeting  any  confiderable  obllvnction. 
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or  exciting  much  fenfation ; but,  after  this 
point,  it  caufed  a molt  acute  and  burning  pain, 
with  vehement  delire  to  make  water.  Some 
have  enquired  if  I was  withdrawing  the 
bougie,  whilft  it  was  llowly  proceeding,  and 
fome  have  complained  of  great  pain  in  the 
front  of  the  urethra.  Similar  cafes  have  oc- 
curred in  my  own  practice.  I have  relieved 
tinctures,  without  materially  benefiting  my 
patients  ; of  late  years,  I may  venture  to  fay, 
without  making  them  worfe ; became  I have 
been  cautious  not  to  hurt  the  canal,  where  it 
palles  through  the  proliate. 

Some  cafes  of  diforders  of  the  urinary  or- 
gans are  made  w orfe  in  the  attempt  to  cure 
firiftures : and  I think  I deliver  an  important 
admonition,  to  the  younger  part  of  the  pro- 
fefiion,  wdien  I caution  them  to  beware,  in 
their  attempts  to  cure  firiblures,  that  they  do 
not  irritate  or  injure  the  lafi:  inch  of  that  ca- 
nal, where  there  are  no  firibtures,  but  in 
which  conliderable  diforder  may  nevertheless 
exilt. 


Q 
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In  fome  cafes  of  difeafed  urethra,  which  I 
have  not  unfrequently  met  with,  bridures  are 
found,  through  which  a fmall  bougie  paifes 
with  difficulty  ; and  it  produces  thole  fenfa- 
tions,  in  palling  through  the  probate,  which 
I have  defcribed,  as  peculiar  to  that  part  of 
the  canal  when  in  a difeafed  bate.  The  pa- 
tient, however,  experiences  relief  from  the 
introduction  of  the  bougie  ; and  if  it  be  paffed 
again  on  the  third  day,  it  will  meet  with  no 
obbrudion  from  the  bridures,  and  caule  lels 
uneabnefs  in  pabing  through  the  probate.  I 
have  then  taken  a bougie  of  a larger  bze, 
fuch  as  it  would  have  been  impobible  to  in- 
troduce in  the  bxb  inbance,  and  this  has 
pabed  through  the  bridures  to  the  dillance  of 
eight  inches  ; but  I have  forborne  to  carry  it 
any  farther,  leb  I Ihould  irritate  the  urethra 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  It  appears 
therefore  to  me,  that  you  may  relieve  or  ag- 
gravate bridures  in  fuch  cafes  in  proportion 
as  you  diminibi  or  augment  the  morbid  fenh- 
bility  of  the  remote  part  ot  the  urethra ; and 
an  attention  to  the  bate  of  this  part  is  on 

this  account  of  the  greateb  importance. 

Having 
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Having  thus  adverted  to  the  probable  origin 
of  the  difeafe,  which  I am  endeavouring  to 
defcribe,  and  its  connexion  with  llri&ures,  I 
proceed  to  obferve,  that  Inch  a Hate  of  mor- 
bid fenfibility  in  that  portion  of  the  urethra, 
which  pailes  through  the  proHate,  may  per- 
haps exiff  as  a fymptom  of  an  irritable  blad- 
der. If  the  lining  of  the  bladder  were  in- 
flamed and  irritable,  it  is  probable  that  the 
diforder  would  extend  into  the  urethra  for 
fome  fmall  diffance.  In  the  fourth  cafe,  I 
believe  that  the  difeafe  in  queffion  was  com- 
plicated with  an  irritable  llate  of  the  bladder ; 
but  whether  it  was  to  be  conHdered  as  an 
adjunct  circumHance,  or  in  the  relation  of 
caufe  or  effect,  cannot  be  determined.  The 
irritability  of  the  bladder  was  dimi milled,  but 
not  cured,  by  the  treatment  which  leffened 
this  difeafe.  In  one  gentleman,  wrho  appa- 
rently died  of  an  irritable  bladder,  and  who 
complained  of  the  fenfations,  which  I have 
defcribed,  in  an  acute  degree,  on  the  bougie 
paffing  through  the  proHate,  the  difeafed 
parts  were  examined,  but  very  trivial  morbid 
appearances  were  oblervcd.  The  lining  ot 
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the  bladder  was  not  perfectly  natural,  and 
was  inflamed  ; yet  the  difeafed  appearances 
were  not  Itriking;  and  hi  the  ur  hra  the  de- 
viation from  the  healthy  ftrudtnre  was  ftill 
lefs  fo. 

It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  fuch  a 
morbid  fenlibility  of  the  proftatic  urethra 
may  arife  from  an  irritable  bladder.  Perhaps, 
alfo,  it  may  occaiionally  arife  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  laft  ltri&ure.  Many  patients  with 
tinctures,  who  complained  much  of  the  l'en- 
fations  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  treatment  of  their 
complaint,  have  aflerted,  that  they  felt  no 
unulual  lenfations  when  the  bougie  palled 
through  the  proltate,  after  the  ltrictures  had 
been  cured.  Yet,  though  I would  admit  that 
a te rider nefs  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra  in 
the  proltate  may  fometimes  arife  from  its  prox- 
imityand  continuity  with  the  lining  of  the  blad- 
der, or  with  the  laft  Itri&ure,  ) think  it  more 
frequently  exifcs  as  an  original  and  indepen- 
dent difeafe.  It  has  been  Ihewn,  that  it  may 
render  the  bladder  irritable,  and  excite  con- 
tractions 
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tractions  in  the  urethra.  Some  cafes  have 
been  adduced,  which  fliew  that  this  Hate  may 
exift,  and  yet  the  bladder  may  not  be  eon- 
flantly  irritable,  but  that  it  may  be  afleded 
by  tits.  I have  alto  met  with  a cale  where 
this  fenfibility  exifled  in  an  extreme  degree, 
and  yet  it  teemed  to  have  very  little  influence 
on  the  bladder.  I have  like  wife  known  this 
irritable  Hate  of  the  urethra  complicated  with 
the  common  enlargement  of  the  probate. 


i 

I proceed,  in  the  next  place,  to  relate  what 
I have  obferved  refpeding  the  treatment  of 
the  difeafe,  which  I have  been  deferibing. 
The  three  firH  cafes  fliew,  in  a ftriking  man- 
ner, the  advantage  derived  from  the  intro- 
duction of  bougies ; and  1 have  teen  many 
limilar  ones,  though  1 fcarcely  think  fo  de- 
mbnftrative  of  the  utility  of  this  mode  of 


treatment.  I know  feme  patients  with  oc- 
cational  attacks  of  dyfury,  and  who  have 
this  tendernels  of  the  remote  part  of  the  ure- 
thra, in  whom  the  passage  of  a bougie,  toge- 
ther with  w arm  bathing  of  the  pennauim  and 
adjacent  parts,  very  lpeedily  relieves  a difeafe, 

which 
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which  had  proved  very  tedious  and  dittrelling, 
before  thefe  meafures  were  adopted.  If  a bou- 
gie be  introduced,  for  the  frit  time,  in  a cafe 
of  this  dcfcription,  fevere  pain  is  felt,  and 
-faintnefs  is  occafioned  : if  this  operation  be 
repeated  three  days  afterwards,  the  pain  per- 
haps is  much  lefs  fevere,  and  it  may  dimi- 
nifh  at  each  fucceeding  introduction  of  the 
inllrument.  Should  this  be  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  furely  nothing  need  be  farther  laid  in 
commendation  of  this  mode  of  treatment. 
The  morbid  fenfibility  of  parts  is  diminithed 
by  it.  This  happened  in  the  three  firtt  cafes 
in  a remarkable  degree,  and  I have  known  it 
take  place  in  many  others.  Nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  this  event  that  fhould  excite  fur- 
prife  : every  furgeon  is  familiar  with  the  lame 
circum fiance,  with  relation  to  tinctures  in  the 
urethra.  The  firtt  introductions  of  a bougie 
are  very  painful  ; the  fubfequent  ones  are  even 
difregarded.  Still,  however,  I think  it  may 
be  ufe fill  to  dwell  a little  on  this  fubjeCt,  and 
eontidcr  the  probable  caufes  ot  thele  effeCts, 
as  it  may  tend  to  eftablifh  rules  for  our  con- 
duct in  practice.  It  appears  to  me,  that  we 

diminith 
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diminith  the  morbid  as  well  as  the  natural 
fentibility  of  parts  by  doing  them  a degree  of 
violence,  fhort  of  that  which  produces  a kind 
of  re-aClion  in  them,  by  which  their  fentibility 
is  heightened.  This  is,  indeed,  the  contidera- 
tion,  which  guides  my  practice  in  thefe  and  in 
many  other  cafes.  If,  even  in  ftridures  of 
the  urethra,  the  fentibility  of  the  canal  be- 
comes increafed  by  the  introduction  of  bou- 
gies, or,  in  other  words,  if  inflammation  is 
excited,  furely  it  is  wrong  to  profecute  fucli 
meafures  at  this  juncture.  If  the  morbid  fen- 
fibility  be  diminithed,  we  may  ufe  more  free- 
dom in  the  profecution  of  our  meafures.  In 
pading  the  bougie,  in  the  cafes  now  under 
conlideration,  it  ought  at  firft,  I think,  to  be 
fo  fmall  as  not  at  all  to  difcend  the  irritable 
urethra.  I have  always  curved  it  considerably, 
and  kept  the  point  in  contadl  with  the  upper 
furface  of  the  urethra,  as  it  paffes  through 
the  gland.  I recommend  warm  bathing  to 
the  perinaeum,  with  a view  to  obviate  or  di- 
minifh  irritation.  If  I find,  on  the  fecond  in- 
troduction of  the  bougie,  the  fentibility  of  the 
parts  diminithed,  it  induces  me  afterwards  to 
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proceed  more  freely  ; but  at  all  times  with  a 
caution  excited  and  regulated  by  the  con- 
liberation  which  I have  mentioned.  Now, 
though  Inch  conduct  lias  been  fuccelsful  in 
many  inftances,  I am  concerned  to  itate,  that 
it  has  failed  in  fome  others ; and,  when  I 
clearly  afeertain  that  I am  not  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed,  I ceafe  to  make  farther  attempts  by  the 
introduction  of  bougies,  and  purfue  only  ge- 
neral methods,  fuch  as  warm  bathing,  bleed- 
ing bv  leeches,  &c.  When  there  are  Uric- 
tures,  which  it  is  right  to  enlarge,  I pafs  the 
bougie  through  the  lad  ftricture,  without  car- 
rying it  on,  fo  as  to  irritate  the  tender  part  of 
the  urethra,  which  lies  behind  it.  A know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  difeafes  cannot  but  be 
defirable,  even  though  it  does  not  enable  us 
to  cure  them  all.  If  llriclures  are  removed, 
and  dyfury  remains,  I believe  it  is  common 
to  confider  it  as  ariling  from  an  irritable 
bladder : now,  though  this  may  be  a general 
truth,  there  arc  many  exceptions.  I do  not 
find  that  attention  is  paid  to  that  defeription 
of  cafes,  which  makes  the  fubject  of  the  p re- 
fen t paper : I was  unacquainted  with  them 

till 
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till  I met  with  the  cafes  which  I firft  men- 
tioned : the  knowledge  which  I have  thus 
obtained  has  enabled  me  to  afford  relief  in 
many  cafes,  and  has  prevented  me  from  error 
in  others. 
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On  the  Treatment  of  one  Species  of  the 
Ncevi  Materni. 


I fhall  relate  two  cafes,  and  fay  a few  words 
on  the  treatment  of  this  complaint,  which  is 
a congenital  deformity,  confilting  in  a clutter 
of  enlarged  veffels,  tilled,  and  occafionally 
dittended  by  the  influx  of  blood  from  nu- 
merous furrounding  arteries.  The  deformity 
to  which  I allude  is  fo  well  known,  and  fo 
frequent  an  occurrence,  as  to  preclude  the 
neceltity  of  any  defeription.  Mr.  John  Bell 
has  of  late  propofed  an  ingenious  theory  of 
its  formation,  and  has  denominated  it  an  aneu- 
ry final  enlargement  of  the  velfels,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  anaflomofes.  ] here  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  repletion,  ditlention,  and 
Confequent  enlargement  of  the  dilated  velfels 

depends 
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depends  upon  a.  kind  oi  inflammatory  action 
of  the  furrounding  arteries ; for,  it  that  be 
wanting,  the  mark  ceafes  to  enlarge,  and  it 
prefent,  it  in  creates  in  tize  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  inflammatory  action.  In  many 
cafes  thefe  marks,  having  increafed  to  a cer- 
tain degree,  ceafe  to  enlarge ; they  then  re- 
main llationary,  or  gradually  diminilh,  till 
they  almoft  difappear.  This  occurrence  is 
not  fo  frequent  as  to  induce  furgeons  to 
expect  Inch  an  event,  or  to  prohibit,  in  con- 
lequence  of  fuch  expectation,  their  removal. 
For,  if  they  continue  to  enlarge,  the  ope- 
ration mult  be  commenfurate  to  their  iize. 
The  confequences  of  their  hurtling  are  alarm- 
ing and  vexatious.  It  is  not,  however,  my 
intention  to  fpeak.  ot  theie  affections  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  to  flatc  what,  perhaps,  may 
in  fomc  inflan ces  be  done  with  l'uccefs,  when 
the  removal  of  the  unnatural  flru&ure  cannot 
be  accomplished.  For  this  preternatural  en- 
largement of  velfels  is  not  always  cutaneous. 
I have  feen  it  occupying  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  cheek,  neither  appearing  beneath  the 

,tkin  nor  the  membrane  of  the  mouth : I have 

met 
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met  with  it  in  the  orbit  of  the  eye,  and 

have  found  it  covering  the  whole  of  an  extre- 

> 

mity,  or  nearly  one  half  of  the  trunk  of  the 
body.  If  any  means  can  be  purlued,  under 
fuch  circumltances,  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
the  complaint,  they  furely  deferve  attention. 
I was  lately  fo  fortunate  as  to  fucceed  in  fuch 
endeavours,  in  cafes,  the  relation  of  which  is 
my  chief  object  at  prefent. 

CASE. 

r / 

A child  about  two  months  old  was  brought 
to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  with  this  un- 
natural enlargement  of  veifels,  diftributed 
every  where  beneath  the  fore  arm,  from  the 
writ!  to  the  elbow.  In  a Ihort  time  it  had 
fwollen  to  that  degree,  that  the  circumference 
of  the  affedled  fore  arm  was  twice  the  lize  of 
the  other.  The  veifels  were  large  and  con- 
torted ; and  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  ot  their 
appearance,  I may  mention  that  the  child  s 
mother  affirmed  that  they  refembled  the  en- 
trails of  a pig,  with  which  die  had  either  been 

frightened  or  difgufted  during  her  pregnancy. 

The 
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The  Ik  in  was  of  a dufky  line,  and  had  not 
its  natural  fmoothnefs  of  lurtace.  I he  heat 
of  this  fore-arm  was  much  greater  than  that 
of  the  correfponding  found  one.  PrefTure 
forced  the  blood  out  of  the  veffels,  and  tem- 
porarily diminifhed  the  bulk  of  the  limb, 
and  made  it  of  a paler  colour.  The  child’s 
mother  lives  at  Turnham  Green,  where 
Mr.  Graham,  an  ingenious  burgeon  who 
was  for  a long  time  a fludent  at  -it.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hofpital,  alfo  refides.  I requeued 
this  gentleman  to  take  charge  of  the  cafe, 
and  try  the  effect  of  the  following  plan  of 
treatment,  which  it  feemed  to  me  right  to 
inftitute.  Firlt,  I was  delirous  of  afcertaining 
whether  a permanent  and  equable  preifure 
would  not  prevent  the  dihen  lion  and  conle- 
quent  enlargement  of  the  turgid  veffels  ; 
fecondly,  whether  reducing  the  temperature 
of  the  limb  would  not  diminifh  the  inflam- 
matory action,  upon  which  their  repletion 
feemed  t,o  depend.  Thefe  two  intentions  admit- 
ted of  being  readily  accompli ihed.  A many- 
tailcd  bandage  of'  iticking  plafter  feemed 

adequate 
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adequate  to  effect  the  fir  It,  and  wetting  the 
limb  with  water  the  latter.  Thefe  meafures 
were  judicioufly  carried  into  effect  by  Mr.  Gra- 
ham ; the  preffure  was  frit  made  llightly, 
and  afterwards  more  forcibly,  as  the  part 
feemed  to  bear  it  without  inconvenience.  A 
roller  was  applied  over  the  platter  and  kept 
wet,  if  the  limb  felt  hotter  than  natural,  fo 
as  to  regulate  its  temperature.  The  fuccefs 
of  thefe  meafures  exceeded  our  molt  fanguine 
expectations.  The  fize  of  the  limb  gradually 
dimimlhed,  and  its  temperature  became  natu- 
ral. After  fix  months,  Mr.  Graham  removed 
the  bandages,  which  it  was  not  neceffary  to 
continue  any  longer.  The  limb  was  in  l'ome 
degree  waited,  from  preffure  and  dileafe,  but 
it  fcon  gradually  re-acquired  its  natural  fize* 
After  the  bandages  had  been  left  off  for  a 
month,  I faw  the  child.  The  fkin  was  pale 
and  had  a llightly  fhri veiled  appearance.  The 
contorted  velfels  felt  like  folid  chords  inter- 
pofed  between  it  and  the  fafcia  of  the  fore- 
arm. 


CASE. 
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CASE. 

A child  had  this  unnatural  Hate  of  the  veflels 
in  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  They  gradually  m- 
creafed  in  magnitude,  and  extended  themfelves 
into  the  upper  eye-lid,  fo  as  to  keep  it  per- 
manently doled.  The  cluttered  veflels  alio 
projected  out  of  the  orbit,  at  the  upper  part, 
and  made  the  integuments  protrude,  forming 
a tumour  as  large  as  a walnut.  Of  courfe,  the 
removal  of  this  difeafe  did  not  appear  practica- 
ble. I was  con l lilted  on  this  cafe  by  Mr.  Ilm- 
lock,  whom  1 told  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  former 
experiment.  Preflu  re  to  any  extent  was  here 
evidently  impollible  ; but  the  abitraftion  of 
heat,  and  confcquent  diminution  of  inflamma- 
tory action  might  be  attempted.  1 xeconi- 
mended  that  folded  linen,  wet  with  role  wa- 
ter faturated  with  alum,  fliould  be  bound  on 
to  the  projecting  part,  and  kept  conltantly 
damp.  Under  this  treatment  the  diforder  as 
regularly  receded  as  it  had  before  increased. 
After  about  three  months  it  had  gradually 

funk  within  the  orbit,  and  the  child  could 

open 
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open  its  eye.  Shortly  afterwards  all  medical 
treatment  was  diicontinued,  and  no  appear- 
ance  oi  this  unnatural  llructure  remains. 

A third  cafe  of  a very  extenfive  mark  of 
this  defcription,  covering  the  back  and  flioul- 
der,  got  well,  as  I am  informed,  by  the  fame 
treatment.  I have  not,  however,  been  able 
to  learn  the  particulars.  It  appears  to  me 
probable,  from  the  foregoing  cafes,  that  if  the 
preternatural  diffention  of  the  velfels  could  be 
prevented,  the  blood  might  coagulate  in  them  ; 
and  thus  this  unnatural  contexture  of  velfels, 
being  rendered  impervious,  might  become  ob- 
literated. 

The  bed  mode  of  obtaining  and  increaling 
profeffional  knowledge  is,  in  my  opinion,  to 
pay  that  llridt  attention  to  cafes,  which  enables 
us  to  note  thofc  nice  fhades  of  difference,  which 
didin&'uifh  difeafes  from  each  other  ; and  alfo 
to  form  tome  regular  arrangement  of  them  ; 
fo  that,  ultimately,  we  mav  be  able  to  difeover 
their  natural  feries  and  order.  This  method  I 
have  purfued  from  the  beginning  of  my  pro- 

feffienal 
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feliional  ftudies.  Whenever  the  opinions, 
which  an  attention  to  cafes  had  imprefied  on 
my  mind,  differed  from  thole  which  feemed 
to  prevail  amongfe  other  practitioners,  I pub- 
lillied  the  cafes,  and  the  inferences  which  I 
drew  from  them  ; becaufe  I thought  the  cafes, 
at  lead,  deferred  attention,  and  that  the  juft- 
nefs  of  my  opinions  would  either  be  confirm- 
ed or  confuted  by  thofe  of  the  public.  It  is 
alfo  of  acknowledged  utility  to  the  promo- 
tion of  feience,  to  excite  invefeigation,  and 

even  publicly  to  announce  the  deficiencies  of 

\ 

our  knowledge.  Such  were  the  confedera- 
tions, which  induced  me  to  lay  before  the 
public  my  former  and  the  prefeat  c flays  and 
obfervations.  I am  induced  to  mention  mv 
motives,  though  indeed  they  are  fufliciently 
apparent,  becaufe  I fufpecl  that  I may,  on 
this  occafion,  be  again  cenfured  for  producing 
unfinifhed  performances,  and  for  not  paying 
lufficient  attention  to  the  records  of  limilar 
calcs,  which  are  contained  in  books.  The  very 
delign  ol  the  work  includes  in  it,  however,  a 
degree  and  acknowledgment  of  imperfection  ; 

and, 
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and  what  I with  to  obferve  on  this  fubjedt 
will  be  bell  exprefTed  in  the  words  ot  Horace ; 

<c  EJi  quodam  prodirc  tonus ; Ji  non  datuv  ultra. 


For  my  apparent  inattention  to  reading  on 
the  fubje&s,  which  it  is  the  intention  of 
thefe  e flays  and  obfervations  to  illulfrate,  I 
have  formerly  affigned,  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  an  adequate  apology — 


“ In  proportion  as  we  advance  in  know- 
ledge, we  are  led  to  remark  many  circum- 
dances  in  the  progrefs  of  a diforder,  which 
had  before  palled  without  notice  ; but  which, 
if  known  and  duly  attended  to,  would  clearly 
point  out  the  nature  of  the  complaint.  Hence 
the  records  of  former  cafes  are  of  much  lets 
Value ; as  the  fymptoms,  about  which  we  are 
now  anxious  to  inquire,  have,  in  them,  been 
entirely  overlooked.’  lo  adduce  cafes  with 
out  opportunities  of  identifying  them,  would 
Only  lead  to  controverfy. 


Again  then 

imperfections, 


I publilli  a work,  with  all  thefe 

regardlels  too  of  my  own  re- 
putation. 
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putation,  whilft  I am  confcious  of  performing 
a duty  in  not  fecreting  knowledge,  or  making 
it  merely  i'ubfervient  to  private  views  ; but  in 
publifhing  information,  which  could  not  be 
collected  without  opportunities  that  few  pot- 
fefs,  and  which  may,  in  various  ways,  con- 
tribute to  promote  the  advancement  of  ine  1 
cal  knowledge. 
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